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Eighteenth Sunday after

Pentecost

Sunday, September 27, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates
when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in

worship.

Serving in Worship Today

Presiding Minister The Rev. Andrea McDonough
Organist Gerry Mass
Assisting Minister Ted Lockmiller
Lector Mark Gabor
Offering Bearer Maggie Hernande
Parish Administrator Jen Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vanessa Petrakos



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

*Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt

your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew
us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn: God Is Here ELW # 526
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1 God is  here! As we your peo - ple meet to of - fer

2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long

3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s
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praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea-sure
need of  grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
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world a - round us, all our var - ied skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in  speech,
of the Ser - vant seek in wor - ship to ex - plore
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wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai - ly liv - ing to be - lieve and to a - dore.

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie
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*Hymn of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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* Prayer of the Day

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
' The word of the LORD came to me: ?What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? °As | live, says the
Lord Gop, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “ Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the
child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.
>>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die.
?/ Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
“8 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. %’ Yet
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
OTherefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according
to your ways, says the Lord GobD. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. ** Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
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Israel? *?For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
GobD. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9
'To l'you, O LORD,
| lift ' up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
°Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
>Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the
day long.
¢ Remember, O LORD, your compas- ! sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of
your good- | ness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
?You lead the low- !'ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13
L1f, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love,

any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make
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my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.
“Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of
others. ° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
?Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
Y50 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
‘*and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

?Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not
only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your
own salvation with fear and trembling, **for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. Glory to you
O Lord.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things.
2>Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ ¢ But if we say,
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a
prophet.” ?’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ ?” He answered, ‘1 will
8



not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the
second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not
go. ** Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after
you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day: God Whose Giving Knows No Ending
ELW # 678
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2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the  goals of Christ, your Son:

3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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na-ture’s won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave’s shat - tered door,
all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to  use for home and kin-dred,and to spread the gos - pel word.
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Now di - rect our dai -ly la-bor, lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing, as we heed Christ’sage-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do-nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.
heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006
Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,

confident that God hears us.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help
us listen to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church
and dare to name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a

11



better world through sustainable practices and respect for your
handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of
their call to use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give
them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm
troubled hearts with your forgiveness. Help all those in need. Grant us
your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us
to courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new
or challenging places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work
and are at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also
give thanks. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you

12



*Offertory Hymn: Voices Raised to You ELW # 845
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we re - turn to you to - day. Al - le - lu - ia!
gifts of love we can be - stow. Al - le - lu - ia!
0 4 | | |
p7A TP | | I . I |
1 L ™ e E— — E——— | i
\\av 1 * I - o
J | O
Al -le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we  sing!
Al -le - lu - ia! Gpd, cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al - le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we sing!
*Offertory Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to
our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in

all

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord. In him you have received us as your children, made
us citizens of your kingdom, and given us your Holy Spirit to guide
us into all truth. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Eucharistic Prayer

*The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Hymn
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*Post Communion Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

*Blessing

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.

16



*Sending Hymn: The Lord Now Sends us Forth ELW # 538
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Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Donna
Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett,
Jane Gradert, Marge (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King,
Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jennifer Lewane, Phyllis
Nemeth, Patti Novak, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Ginny Robinson,
Steve Senderak, Claude, Starks, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Verl
Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy
Morgan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the
Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 9/2026: $ 1237.00
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Parish Calendar: 9/27/2026

9:00 am Sunday Eucharist

6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Hall
6:00-8:00 pm Women's AA Meeting Hall
6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Hall

6:30-8:30pm GOD AA Meeting in hall
11:00am-12:00pm NCMBC Bible Study Hall
3:00 -5:00pm AA Meeting in Hall
6:00-8:00pm CA Meeting in Hall
9:00 am Sunday Eucharist

Office Hours
Monday Office Closed
Tuesday 10:00-3:00pm
Wesnesday 10:00-3:00pm

Thursday 10:00-3:00pm
Friday 10:00-12:00pm
Saturday Office Closed
Sunday 8:00 10:30 am

216-662-0370

Martin@covenantmaplehts.org
revandreamcdonough@gmail.com
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