
Postlude 
 

Praying Together   
  

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating: 
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dick-
ey, Bill Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Donna Franz, 
Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Jane Gradert, Dorrie 
Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, 
Barbara Mingee, Phyllis Nemeth,  Rich Petro, Dick Ptak, Madeline 
Ptak,  Arlene Stoltz,  Barb Toth, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, 
Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, 
Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Win-
frey, the Copeland/Lane Family. 

 Last Week  

      General Fund receipts for week ending 12/21/2025:$  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 

9:00 am 

 

 



Welcome to the Lutheran Church of the Covenant!  
Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the God 
of new life! 
Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary. 
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the bold 
print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates when you 
are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.  
All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will guide 
you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your server know 
if you need either of these. 
A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.  
A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you’ll find 
some books and activites to help children feel more at home in worship.  

 

Those who serve in Worship today 
Presiding Minister   Rev. Harry Werner  
Organist        Gerry Mass 

Assisting Minister
    

  Allan Treichel 

Lector   Mary Kaye Bernardo 

Barb Gaglione 

Paula Hohenstein  

Peggy Smith 
Crucifer                 

Parish Administrator 

  Adrian Bernardo  

Jennifer Lasher-Dobush 

Custodian    Vince Besednjak 

Closing Hymn:  What Child is this ELW # 296 

 
*Dismissal 
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
          on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
     who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
*Benediction 
As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation 
to generation, we have been claimed and loved. The God of yes-
terday and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, 
and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 
love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” May it be so. Amen. 

 

 

 

Lessons and Carols  —  December 28, 2025 
__________________________________________ 

 

 
Prelude  
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

*Call To Worship 
We waited. 
And imagined a savior.  
We imagined power. 
One like the world but stronger and on our side.  
We imagined a king on a white horse wielding a sword. 
We got a baby born in a stable among the livestock.  
We imagined the work done for us 
through the destruction of our enemies. 
We receive a baby who will teach us our calling 
to seek reconciliation and to love expansively.  
Praise be to God for the unexpected babe of Bethlehem. 
Praise to the wisdom of love. Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Processional Hymn:  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    ELW #276 

*Prayer of the Day 
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our 
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think 
and act according to your good will and may live continually in the 
light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer 

Invitation to Communion 

Distribution Song: Lamb of God  



God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones . 
Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before 
us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers 
to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
*Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Sanctus (next page) 
 
 
 

Lessons and Carols  
 
Isaiah 11:1-6: A child shall lead them  
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 

 

Hymn: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW # 272 (next 
page) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

*Offertory Payer 
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, 
we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
church, creation, and all who are in need. 
 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, 
but according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the 
courage to go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining 
stars sing of your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, 
make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact 
justice, you suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you re-
flected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s sib-
lings. Pour out your compassion in every place your people suffer, 
and protect them in the palm of your hand. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As 
you sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children 
in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost chil-
dren to violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

*Offertory Hymn: In The Bleak Midwinter ELW #  294 

(please stand as the offering is brought forward)  

Luke 1:26-38: The Angel Visits Mary 
 1  
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ances-
tor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
Hymn: Canticle of the Turning ELW # 723 (next page) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 



 
 
 
 
 
Prayers for the Christmas Story 
 

And now, we have our own part in the Christmas story. So let us live 
it. Let the love that shaped earth and heaven dwell within us this 
Christmas and always. Let the love that created humanity dwell with-
in us this Christmas and always. Let the love that overcomes suffering 
and hatred dwell within us this Christmas and always. Let the love 
that causes us to rejoice with loved ones dwell within us this Christ-
mas and always. Let the love that forgives and renews dwell within us 
this Christmas and always. Let the love that brings reconciliation after 
separation dwell within us this Christmas and always. Let the love 
that brings the blessing of peace dwell within us this Christmas and 
always. And may we share that peace with all people near and 
far. Jesus Christ is born!! Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 2:1-5, Journey to Bethlehem 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was ex-
pecting a child. 
 

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW #279  



Luke 2:6-7: the birth of Jesus  
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 
 

 

Hymn: Away in the Manger ELW # 277 

 

Hymn: We Three Kings WOV 646 



Matthew 2:1-12: the Magi visit 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he in-
quired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Luke 2:8-14: the angels sing   
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood be-
fore them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see 
— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High ELW 289 

                                  (next page) 

 

 

 



Luke 2:15-19: the shepherds witness 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 

Hymn: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks ACS # 913 

 


