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Day of Pentecost 

May 31, 2020 

 

     

 In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather 
for worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the 
word of God and hold each other in prayer. We offer this brief resource as an aid for prayer in 
the home. 

  

The Prayer of the Day may be prayed.  

Let us pray. 
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by blessing us as the Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the inextinguishable light, that we may have a right judgment in all 
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  

If you have a hymnal (or using the graphic below), you might now sing or read “O Day Full of 
Grace” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 627) 



 



Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

First Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jewish-born and proselytes, 11Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “You Judeans 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your youth shall see visions, 
and your elders shall dream dreams. 
18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

  

 



Psalm:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b may be sung or spoken in response to the First Reading. 

24How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
living things both | small and great. 
26There go the ships | to and fro, 
and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
27All of them | look to you 
to give them their food | in due season. 
28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
31May the glory of the Lord en- | dure forever; 
O Lord, rejoice in | all your works. 
32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
34May these words of | mine please God. 
I will rejoice | in the Lord. 
35bBless the Lord, | O my soul. 
Hal- | lelujah! 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthian 12:3b-13 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. 7To each is given them manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



Gospel: John 20:19-23 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

Reflection 

Having read these readings, think of this: 

There are certainly spirits abroad in the world and even in our own lives that do not work 
for the common good. There are certainly people — and perhaps we have been among 
them — who think that only their own language and culture can speak the truth and that 
people unlike them cannot have visions of hope that matter: “they are just drunk.” But this 
attitude does not mark the Holy Spirit, the Spirit given us when we are drawn into the word 
of God and into faithful prayer. The Holy Spirit comes from and bears witness to the risen 
Christ. It enables forgiveness — God’s forgiveness of us, our forgiveness of each other, and 
our ministry of forgiveness to all the world. That Spirit gives us all differing abilities to use 
for building each other up. It gives vision and wisdom for all. In our baptism into Christ, 
God’s Spirit has formed us into one body, and that body is quite alive even in our present 
distance from each other. Now we, in turn — even in this time — are to bear witness to our 
neighbors and greet the world with peace. 

If you have a hymnal (or using the graphic below), you might now sing or read “God of 
Tempest, God of Whirlwind” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 400).  



 



  

Then pray together these prayers for our church and world: 

On this day of Pentecost we unite in prayer, knowing God has already sent the Holy Spirit 
on the church, the world, and all who are in need, but we boldly proclaim the words, “Come, 
Holy Spirit,” so that we may know and feel such Good News in the depths of our soul.  

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the globe: 
For the Eastern Orthodox churches, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
For the Roman Catholic church, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
For Protestant and Anglican churches, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
For Pentecostal churches, we pray, Come, Holy Spirit! 
For evangelicals and independents, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
For our own Covenant family, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
And for everyone who searches for you, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

Restore with your breath the whole creation, especially the lands and waters laden with 
pollution and the animals whose habitats are threatened. 

A brief silence. 

For your earth, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

May you, as the Holy Spirit, bless the leaders of nations, on legislators and on judges, that 
the people of the world will benefit from your justice and your peace, including in 
Minneapolis, Cleveland, Columbus and cities across our nation engulfed in racial strife. 

A brief silence. 

For the nations of the world, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

Visit all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all who face death. Send healing to 
those we name here before you… 

A brief silence. 

For all who are in need, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
Restore to health those who have contracted the virus. Uphold health-care workers, grant 
jobs to those who are unemployed, and assist researchers in discovering a vaccine.   

A brief silence. 

For all who are confronting the coronovirus, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
Bless those who are graduating from schools and universities. Give our youth hope for their 
future. 



A brief silence. 

For our graduates we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
Show our nation and our communities of faith how to connect with those whose language 
we cannot speak. 

A brief silence. 

For the speakers of every language under the sun we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us ways during this time to share with one 
another the faithfulness we receive from you. Surprise us with unexpected grace. 

A brief silence. 

For family members and friends, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
Hear also the cries of our own hearts… 

A longer time of silence. 

For ourselves, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 
Receive our praise for all who for centuries have gone before us in the faith, from the first 
Pentecost, throughout Christian history, and up to this week. 

A brief silence. 

That at the end we and all the saints will rejoice in your presence, we pray: Come, Holy 
Spirit! 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen! 

  

If you have a hymnal (or using the graphic below), you might now sing or read “Spirit of 
Gentleness” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 396) 



 



Then conclude with these prayers: 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and, as the Holy Sprit, you bring truth to the 
world. Transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace  ☩ bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Readings for the Week: 
Monday (Visit of Mary to Elizabeth, transferred; commemoration of Justin, martyr at Rome, 
died around 165) Luke 1:39-57. Tuesday Romans 8:26-27. Wednesday (commemoration 
of of the Matrtyrs of Uganda, died 1886; John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, died 1963) John 7:37-
39. Thursday Psalm 8. Friday (commemoration of  Boniface, Bishop of Mainz, missionary 
to Germany, martyr, died 754) 2 Timothy 1:12b-14. Saturday John 14:15-17. The Holy 
Trinity (commemoration of Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, died 1866) 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13;.Matthew 28:16-20. 

Daily Prayer Resources are now available, including simple forms of Morning, Evening, 
and Night Prayer; Responsive Prayer; and prayers for mealtimes and other occasions. 

Reflection material: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations 
from the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture 
quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and 
edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. 

 


