World Communion Sunday

Sunday, October 4, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates
when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in

worship.

Serving in Worship Today

Presiding Minister The Rev. Andrea McDonough
Organist Gerry Mass
Assisting Minister Bert Zahn
Lector Karen Zack
Offering Bearer Maggie Hernandez
Parish Administrator Jen Lasher-Dobush

Custodian Vanessa Petrakos



World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2026

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

*Confession & Forgiveness

On this day, in this room, we are a small congregation.

And we are part of something we cannot see the edges of.

Bread is broken this morning in languages we do not speak, in rooms
we will never enter, by people we will never meet.

Today the church sets one table across the whole earth.

Let us come to it together.

Holy One, we say the church is one body. We do not always live like
it. We have made our table smaller than yours. We have drawn lines
you did not draw, and defended them longer than we should have.
We have called our own preferences your commandments. We have
looked at Christians who worship differently, vote differently, and
read differently, and quietly decided they were less. We have also
stayed silent while hearts hardened and neighbors were turned away.
Forgive us. Unclench us. Bring us back to the table not as its owners
but as its guests. Amen.

Hear the good news: the table was never ours to guard. It has always
been set, it has always been open, and there has always been room. In
Christ we are forgiven.

In Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
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*Gathering Hymn: All Who Hunger Gather Gladly ELW# 461
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang - ers; seek -er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam -ing. Here in joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing. Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



*Hymn of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;

o S S— — o F:m > — T T f — t
P o T s—e 12 % g o
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



* Prayer of the Day

We give you thanks, O Father, for the life and knowledge which you
have made known to us through your Son Jesus; yours is the glory for
ever and ever. As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes
once dispersed on the hillside are now united on this table in bread and
wine, so, Lord, may your whole church soon be gathered together from
the ends of the earth into your kingdom; for yours is the glory and
power, through Jesus Christ, for ever and ever. Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
11 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

% And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,

judge between me
and my vineyard.

“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?

When | expected it to yield grapes,
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why did it yield rotten grapes?

> And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
1 will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain uponit.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 80:7-15
’Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved.
®You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and | planted it.
?You cleared the | ground for it;
it took root and ! filled the land.
©The mountains were covered ! by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees ! by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea
and its branches | to the river.
2Why have you broken | down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O ! God of hosts,
look | down from heaven;
>behold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right | hand has planted.

. Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, | have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as

rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ “and be found in him, not
7



having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based
on faith. '°I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, **if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of
me. **Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it,
but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, **| press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - 1a.
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*Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. Glory to you

O Lord.
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[Jesus said:] ** “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away.
““When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants
to collect his produce. *° But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. *° Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. °’ Then he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” ** But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *” So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “°“Now when the owner
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “* They said
to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people that produces its fruits. “* The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “° They wanted to arrest
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon



*Hymn of the Day: By Your Hand You Feed Your People
ELW # 469
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1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.
2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour - age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:
Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come what we re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er-flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 w All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the

church and the world.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to
renew and transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their
example in our own day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who
dwell within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see
your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict
zones, and shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for
the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing
and relief to all who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy
word. We give thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with
your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks
for all the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you
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*Offertory Hymn: Voices Raised to You ELW # 845
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1 Voic - es raised to  you we of - fer; tune them, God, for
2 Al cre - a - tion joins  to praise vou; earth and sky  vour
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thanks we  owe? Take our hearts and  hands and voic - es—
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for your gifts through all our days. Al - le-1lu - ial
we re - turn to you to - day. Al - le - lu - ia!
gifts of love we can be - stow. Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al -le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we  sing!
Al -le - lu - ia! Gpd, cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al - le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we sing!
*Offertory Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to
our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to God our Maker.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, to give you thanks — God of
every people, in every place, in every century of the church. You
made a world of difference and called it good. You made no two of us
alike and loved every one. You called a people, fed them in a
wilderness, and told them again and again to leave the edges of the
field unharvested for the stranger. When we drew borders, you kept
crossing them. When we built walls, you kept setting tables. And so
we join our voices with the church in every land and every age, and
with all the company of heaven, singing:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*Eucharistic Prayer

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Hymn
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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*Post Communion Prayer

God of the wide table, you have fed us with more than bread. You
have set us down beside people we will never meet and called that
arrangement a church. Send us out remembering it. Make us harder to
divide. Make our welcome cost us something. And keep setting places
for the ones the world has told to eat elsewhere. Amen.

*Blessing

Go from this table into a world that draws lines.

We go carrying a meal that draws us together.

May God who made every people bless you. May Christ who ate with
everyone keep you. May the Spirit who speaks every language send
you out with courage. Amen.
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*Sending Hymn: Blessed Assurance ELW # 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.

watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry,

this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

*Dismissal

Go in peace, following Christ, who draws us all to himself.
Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Donna
Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett,
Jane Gradert, Marge (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King,
Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jennifer Lewane, Phyllis
Nemeth, Patti Novak, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Ginny Robinson,
Steve Senderak, Claude, Starks, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Verl
Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy
Morgan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the
Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 9/27/2026: $ 1610.00
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Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Parish Calendar: 10/4/2026

9:00 am Sunday Eucharist

6:00pm UpCAM Meal at Case

6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Hall
6:00-8:00 pm Women's AA Meeting Hall
6:00-8:00 pm AA Meeting in Hall

6:30-8:30pm GOD AA Meeting in hall
11:00am-12:00pm NCMBC Bible Study Hall
3:00 -5:00pm AA Meeting in Hall
6:00-8:00pm CA Meeting in Hall
9:00 am Sunday Eucharist
10:30 am Adult Bible Study in Parlor

Office Hours
Monday Office Closed
Tuesday 10:00-3:00pm
Wesnesday 10:00-3:00pm

Thursday 10:00-3:00pm
Friday 10:00-12:00pm
Saturday Office Closed
Sunday 8:00 10:30 am

216-662-0370

Martin@covenantmaplehts.org
revandreamcdonough@gmail.com
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