Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dick-
ey, Bill Flick, Dan Fleming, Eddie Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and
family, Donna Franz, Risa Gabor, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett,
Rosa Garnett, Jane Gradert, Marge, (Shriver) Katarzynski, Dorrie
Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul, Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Jen-
nifer Lewane, Barbara Mingee, Phyllis Nemeth, Dick Ptak, Madeline
Ptak, Ginny Robinson, Steve Senderak, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth,
Verl Williamson, Maud Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill
Helmick, Nancy Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Mor-
gan, Kris Sandor, Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane
Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for Maundy Thursday 4/2/2026:$ 85.00
General Fund receipts for Good Friday 4/3/2026: $110.00
General Fund receipts for week ending 4/5/2026: $ 555.00
General Fund receipts for week ending 4/12/2026: $ 2027.00

Third Sunday of Easter

Sunday, April 19, 2026
9:00 am



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the

God of new life!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.
We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking the
bold print and singing along with the hymns. An asterisk * indicates
when you are invited to stand, as you are comfortable.

All are welcome to come forward for communion. The ushers will
guide you. Juice and gluten-free wafers are available; please let your
server know if you need either of these.

A basket for offerings is at the rear of the sanctuary.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activites to help children feel more at home in

worship.
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*Sending Hymn: Abide, O Dearest Jesus ELW# 539
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1 A - bide, O dear-est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav’'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
5 A - bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, a - mong us with your Ilove;
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that ¢ - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter true peace and joy  af - ford.
your truth di - rect and keep us from er - ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.
grant stead-fast-ness and help us to reach our home a - bove.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923
Music: CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEIBEN, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

*Dismissal

Go in the joy of resurrection: be obedient to the truth, be genuine in
love, through the living and enduring Word of God.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude



*Communion Hymn
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

*Post Communion Prayer

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anx-
ious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the na-
tions. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*Blessing

May the grace of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, the love of God who
raised him from the dead, and the power of the Holy Spirit who fills

the world with new life = bless you now and forever. Amen.

Third Sunday of Easter — April 19, 2026

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

Christ is Risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Followers of Jesus, by his cross we are redeemed from the futility of
sin. Alleluia!

By his rising we are free from the fear of death. Alleluia!
By his love we are made new in the living and enduring
Word of God. Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God judges all people impartially according to their deeds. Trusting
in God'’s love in Jesus Christ, let us confess our sins before God and
one another.

Almighty God, our world is filled with corruption: power disguises
itself as truth; convenience masquerades as goodness; selfish pleas-
ure imitates love. We confess to you, O God, that we have been
caught in the web of the world’s sin. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
save us from these deceptions and free us for glad obedience, that
we may see the joy of Jesus’ resurrection and receive the promise of
everlasting life. Amen.

Followers of Jesus: God has promised salvation to us, to our children,
and to all who are near and far. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven. Thanks be to God.



*Gathering Hymn: Morning Has Broken ELW # 556
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I Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing; ‘
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from  heav - €n, pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing,
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing! ’
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den, *The Lord’s Prayer
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev - 'ty morn - ing,
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Christ taught us
p— . | | . Our Father in heaven,
Ej\LJ—J' o &= o — = J- élb hallowed be your name,
Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word! your kl.ngdom come,
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass. your will be done,
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day! on earth as in heaven
Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 Give us tOday our daily bread.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune . .
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates Forglve us our sins
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. as we forgive those
who sin against us.
*Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Great Thanksgiving

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Creator of the cosmos, Breath of heaven,

Lover of us all, you are our praise, our life, our joy.

You are there through desert wanderings and willful murmurings,
rebellious running and tears of complaint.

You are there when sorrow becomes our daily food; you rescue us
from ruin and anoint us with blessing.

You are there in stable and temple, river and hillside, cross and tomb
and even beyond the grave.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the eternal chorus of
rejoicing who forever sing:

*Sanctus (next page)
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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*Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*Offertory Hymn: Let The Vineyards be Fruitful ELW # 184
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
*
Offertory Prayer

Almighty God, by your grace, accept the fruit of our labor and the
offering of our lives. Let us be a sacrifice of thanksgiving in union with
our risen Lord, who lives and reigns with you forever. Amen.



for a new season of planting. Bless those who tend the land and send
a fruitful harvest. In a time of economic uncertainty, when families are
anxious about rising costs and what the future holds, bring abun-
dance and remind us that you are the source of all that sustains us.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of justice, we pray for leaders at every level of government, in
this nation and around the world. Where power is abused, bring ac-
countability. Where conflict tears communities and nations apart — in
the Middle East, in Ukraine, and wherever violence holds sway — sow
the seeds of peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, we pray for those who are sick, those who are griev-
ing, and those for whom healing in this life has yet to come. We pray
for the lonely, for those struggling with mental illness and addiction,
and for the weary caregiver. Remind all who suffer that they do not
walk this road alone. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious One, deepen our love for one another. Make us a communi-
ty where doubt is welcome and where the stranger on the road is al-
ways invited to stay for supper. We pray for all who have wandered
from the community of faith — that they may find their way back to
the table, back to you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all the faithful ones who have gone
before us — those who built this congregation and all who carried the
faith when we could not carry it ourselves. Bring us at last with them
into the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

God of resurrection power, you have promised to walk beside us and

to make yourself known in Word and at Table. Use us and these pray-
ers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Je-
sus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, Jesus, our risen Lord, was made known to

the disciples in the breaking of the bread. Open the eyes of our
hearts today, that we may recognize his presence among us. By the
power of your Spirit kindle our hearts as we hear your word pro-
claimed, that we may receive you with joy. Amen.

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6
! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
?Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
*For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
> | will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,



and my arms will rule the peoples;

the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.

® Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,

for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,

but my salvation will be forever,

and my deliverance will never be ended.

God's Word for God'’s people. The Light has risen!

Psalm 34:1-10
' | will bless the LorD! at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be ! in my mouth.
2| will glory 'in the LorD;
let the lowly hear ' and rejoice.
® Proclaim with me the greatness ! of the LORD;
let us exalt God's ' name together.
*| sought the LORD, who ' answered me
and delivered me from ! all my terrors.
> Look upon the Lorp' and be radiant,
and let not your faces I be ashamed.

®| called in my affliction, and ! the LORD heard me

and saved me from ! all my troubles.

’The angel of the LORD encamps around those who ! fear the LORD

and de- ! livers them.
® Taste and see that the | LORD is good;
happy are they who take ref- ! uge in God!
” Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,

*Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Living Savior, just as you walked unrecognized beside the disciples on
the road to Emmaus, walk with us in the places where we cannot yet
see you. Meet the weary and discouraged on their road. Gather us at
your table, that we may recognize you in the breaking of the bread.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of all creation, the fields of Northeast Ohio are being prepared



Hymn of the Day: Blessed Assurance ELW # 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

for those who fear the ! LorD lack nothing.
°The lions are in want and ! suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing lthat is good

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23

71f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to
each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. ** You
know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold *” but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or
blemish. “° He was destined before the foundation of the world but
was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. ** Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave
him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

*? Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the
truth so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another
deeply from the heart. “* You have been born anew, not of perishable

but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of
God.

God's Word for God’s people. The Light has risen!



*Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

*Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you O Lord.

¥ Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, ** and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. > While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,
'“put their eyes were kept from recognizing him. *” And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along?” They stood still, looking sad. ‘° Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jeru-
salem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?” '” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, “° and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified

him. ** But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes,
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. “* Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, ** and when they did not find his
body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a
vision of angels who said that he was alive. ** Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said, but they did not see him.” > Then he said to them, “Oh, how
foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! *° Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” *’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.

% As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. *” But they urged him strongly,
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now
nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. ** When he was at the
table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. °* Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and
he vanished from their sight. ** They said to each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” ** That same hour they
got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and
their companions gathered together. * They were saying, “The Lord
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” *° Then they told
what had happened on the road and how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



