Lutheran Church of the Covenant
Maple Heights, OH

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost



Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life together!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.

We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking
the bold print and singing along with the hymns!

Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are
able to do so. There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a
basket is placed in the back for those who wish to support our local
ministry as well as the wider church.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in
worship.
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. October 5th, 2025

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We tram-
ple on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn
away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice
over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen



*Gathering Song: God is Here ELW # 526 Praying Together
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*Sending Hymn: Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing ELW # 545
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o -ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.

3 Sav - ior, when your love shallcall us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

*Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*Hymn of Praise This is the Feast

*Communion Hymn
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*Post Communion Prayer
J_JI_ O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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*Blessing
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you
now and forever. Amen.

strength, and hon - or,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

*Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Refrain
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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*Prayer of the Day *Offertory Prayer

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have giv-

are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm en to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but

us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Children’'s Moment

FirstReading: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
' The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

20 LoRD, how long shall | cry for help,
and you will not listen?

Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?

*Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

“So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.

The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

1 will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
| will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

That we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection,

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Santus (next page)



Sharing of the Peace The peace of the Lord be with you al-
ways. And also with you.

Offering of Gifts and Tithes

*Offertory Hymn
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.

“Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
® For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
“Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

Psalm: Psalm 37:1-9
' Do not be provoked by levildoers:
do not be jealous of those ' who do wrong.
’ For they shall soon wither ! like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
®Put your trust in the Lorp ' and do good;
dwell in the land and ! find safe pasture.
* Take delight ' in the LoRob,
who shall give you your ! heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust ! in the LORD,
and see what ! God will do.
® The LorDp will make your vindication as clear! as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.
’ Be still before the LORD and wait ! patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who suc-
ceeds in ' evil schemes.
® Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;



do not be provoked; it leads on- ' ly to evil.
” For evildoers shall ! be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- ! sess the land.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
" Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

’To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

*] am grateful to God—whom | worship with a clear conscience, as
my ancestors did—when | remember you constantly in my prayers
night and day. “ Recalling your tears, | long to see you so that | may be
filled with joy. ° | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am
sure, lives in you. ° For this reason | remind you to rekindle the gift of
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for God
did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of
love and of self-discipline.

® Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of
me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the
power of God, ”who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not ac-
cording to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and
this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, *°
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Je-
sus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel. * For this gospel | was appointed a herald
and an apostle and a teacher, '“ and for this reason | suffer as | do. But

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring
favorable weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation
along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of animal
companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world.
Give leaders and people in authority a spirit of making just and right-
eous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and violence.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed,
bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need. Help us
to trust that you will come to us at the right time. God of grace, re-

ceive our prayer.

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for
those of all ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and
beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful exam-
ples of baptismal living. God of grace, receive our prayer.

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have
died in faith. May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful
arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Renewed in God'’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ.
Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation to gener-
ation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is
enough. God of grace, receive our prayer.

| am not ashamed, for | know the one in whom | have put my
trust, and | am sure that he is able to guard until that day the de-
posit | have entrusted to him. ** Hold to the standard of sound
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. ** Guard the good deposit entrusted to you,
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Luke 17:5-10

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you O Lord.

°The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ° The Lord replied,
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mul-
berry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey
you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in
from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and
take your place at the table’? ® Would you not rather say to him,
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while | eat
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ” Do you thank the slave for
doing what was commanded? *° So you also, when you have done all
that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have
done only what we ought to have done!””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: Great is Thy Faithfulness ELW # 733
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



