*Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Praying Together

... for those who are homebound, ill, hospitalized or recuperating:
Gayle Agg, Nora Beach, Vince Besesdnjak, Joan Clarke, Chuck Dickey,
Olive Evanofski, Bill Flick, Barbara Fossa, Alan Fugo and family, Don-
na Franz, Barb Gaglione, Michelle Garnett, Rosa Garnett, Jane
Gradert, Linda Johnson, Dorrie Kearns, Dylan King, Karen Kipfsthul,
Elaine Knerem, Nel Lanese, Barbara Mingee, Phyllis Nemeth, Rich
Petro, Dick Ptak, Madeline Ptak, Arlene Stoltz, Barb Toth, Maud
Wright, Charlotte Zaranka, Wilma Dancy, Bill Helmick, Nancy
Helmick, Robert Lambrecht, Laura Mele, Judy Morgan, Kris Sandor,
Lois Williams, Eugene Winfrey, the Copeland/Lane Family.

Last Week
General Fund receipts for week ending 10/19/2025:$ 1274.00

Glory to God and in loving memory of Ken Frajter: memorials were giv-
en by Altar Guild, Arlene Lasher, Claudia & Steve Senderak, Allan
Treichel
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Reformation Sunday



The Lutheran Church of the Covenant welcomes you to worship!
Here are a few notes to make you feel more at home as we praise the
God of new life together!

Bulletins are available to be picked up at the back of the sanctuary.

We encourage you to participate throughout worship by speaking
the bold print and singing along with the hymns!

Portions marked with * are when we invite you to stand as you are

*Sending Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation ELW # 654
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The

church’s one foun-da - tion is

Though with a scorn-ful won - der this

Yet

1

3

4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and
5

Je - sus Christ, her Lord,;

world sees her op- pressed,
tu - mult of her war,
she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,

able to do so. There will not be a separate time for an offering, so a
basket is placed in the back for those who wish to support our local

ministry as well as the wider church.

A children’s table is located at the back of the sanctuary, where you'll
find some books and activities to help children feel more at home in

worship.
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa-ter and the word.
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he bride;

yet
till

saints their watch are
- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are

with the vi

came and sought her to  be his ho - ly bride
keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”

blest,

Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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:

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he

and
and
that

soon the night

of weep - ing shall be the morn of

the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at

we, like saints

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

be - fore us, may see you face to

Q]

died.
song.
rest.

face.



*Communion Hymn
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Sin

of the world;

*Post Communion Prayer
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Blessing

grant

peace.

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,
++ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Reformation Sunday
9:00 a.m. October 26th, 2025

Prelude: Proclamation United Handbells

Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We tram-
ple on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn
away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice
over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.
In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.



*Gathering Song: A Mighty Fortress is Our God ELW # 504
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God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r  us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; H H .
weapons of the  Spir - it Were they  to take our honse. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

*Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might on earth as in heaven.
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, . .
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail; lee us tOday our dally bread'
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way, Forgive us our SinS as we forgive those

o) . . . . , who sin against us.
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual. and deliver us from evil.
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious. .
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him. For the klngdom’ the power, and the glory are yours,
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er! Now an d forever Amen

Greeting

, *Invitation to Communion
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Offertory Prayer

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have giv-
en to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gath-
ered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

That we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection,

opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Santus (next page)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*Hymn of Praise This is the Feast

Refrain
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strength, and hon - or,
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bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.

Sharing of the Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering of Gifts and Tithes

*Offertory Hymn
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to  save.



Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together.
Guide those who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and
care for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not
the norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for
peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and
purpose. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to peo-
ple who are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing
or employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those
who are ill. Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to un-
derstanding and reconciliation between people of other faiths and
other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and
heal wounds we have caused one another. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints.
Give us hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. 4 For the Lamb who was

slain has be - gun  his reign. Al -le - Iu - ia.
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*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit re-
news the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faith-
ful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel,
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Moment

FirstReading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

**The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. ** It will not
be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. *° But this
is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **
No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD, for | will forgive their iniquity and remember
their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Renewed in God'’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be trans-
formed by your word. Direct your church to be united in word and
deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming power
of the gospel. God of grace, receive our prayer.



*Hymn of the Day: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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1 Dear Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, with ex - ul - ta - tion

2 Fast bound in Sa - tan’s chains [ lay,

death brood-ed fierce - ly
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pas - sion. Then go, bright jew - el of my crown, and bring to
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them that they may live with you for-ev - er

a - gainst God’s judg-ment fought, so firm - ly

sin pos - sessed me.
trea - sure.
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Psalm: Psalm 46

' God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
’ Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
®though its waters ! rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble ! with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- ! y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
> God is in the midst of the city; it shall | hot be shaken;
God shall help it at the 'break of day.
® The nations rage, and the ! kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth ' melts away.
’The LorD of ! hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob !is our stronghold.
® Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- ' on the earth;
” behold the one who makes war to cease in ! all the world:;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the |
shields with fire.
'0«Be still, then, and know that ! | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted lin the
earth.”
""The Lorp of  hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob !is our stronghold.



Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. *° For no human will be
justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.

! But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, ** the right-
eousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, *” since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, > whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbear-
ance he had passed over the sins previously committed; “°it was to
demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is
righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

*’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what
kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. * For
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed
by the law.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.

*Gospel: John 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you O Lord.

* Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in
my word, you are truly my disciples, ** and you will know the truth,
and the truth will make you free.” ** They answered him, “We are de-
scendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free'?”

** Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who com-
mits sin is a slave to sin. °” The slave does not have a permanent
place in the household:; the son has a place there forever. *° So if the
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



