
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, HOLNE 
 

St Mary The Virgin is part of the Ashburton & Moor Mission 
Community. 

A brief history of our Church and items of interest for you 
to enjoy are described in the following pages. 

 
From the Church you can walk across remote and wild 

Moorland or farm lanes and paths of Dartmoor including 
parts of the former Two Moors Way and the water cascades 

at Horseshoe Falls. More details of the trails can be found 
on the inside pages. 

 
Enjoy your visit and your Visitor Trails!
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN HOLNE: 
BRIEF HISTORY 

 

Welcome to our ancient and beautiful Church, steeped in the 
prayers of generations and reflecting the beauty of holiness. 
The Church dates from the Thirteenth century. Its site, at 
the heart of the village, is thought to have belonged to the 
Abbey of Buckfast, whose considerable wealth came from 
the wool of sheep that were grazed in the farming area 
around Holne. 
  

Originally the Church consisted of the central Nave and 
Chancel – with transepts and western tower, but around 
1500 the building was enlarged by the opening out of the 
transepts and addition of the side aisles with granite arches. 
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The Nave and Chancel were initially under one roof, without 
a dividing stone arch, but this was altered in 1855 when the 
roof was renewed. Its reconstruction formed a break in the 
line of the ‘waggon-head’ vault, 
and the bosses in the chancel roof 
date from this time. 
 

But just before you enter the 
Church, please note the hollow 
Yew Tree on your left.  A recent 
examination by experts revealed 
it is over 1000 years old!  
 

The South transept ceilings were 
removed early in the twentieth 
century; the North transept 
ceiling has a moulded wooden 
cambered arch. 
 

Entry to our Church is through the South porch. The roof is a 
good example of a ‘waggon head’ vault. One of the roof 
bosses here represents a knot – the ancient badge of the 
Bourchiers, Lords of the Manor of Holne in the 15th and 16th 
centuries. Their coat of arms may also be seen amongst the 
Armorials on the pulpit. 
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POINTS OF INTEREST: 
Roodscreen, Pulpit, Windows and Memorials  

 

The Roodscreen across the Nave 
and aisles dates from 1480. 
Described in 1876 as “one of the 
finest of its class in the County”. 
Conservation work was carried 
out and completed in 2009 
including cleaning the medieval 
paintwork and gilding. 

 
The top of the screen is heavily 
decorated with carvings of 
wheat and grapes, (the bread 
and wine of communion). 
Look closely and you may see 
some birds stealing the 
grapes! 

  
The wainscot section of the 
rood screen is divided into 
panels on which are 40 
paintings. On the Chancel 
gates it depicts Christ in 
Glory crowning the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  On either side 
are 38 saints and martyrs 
paying homage. They have 
largely escaped the ravages 
of the Reformation – only 
one has been defaced.  
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The pulpit dates from the same period 
as the rood screen. It is of an unusual 
design and has been hollowed from a 
single piece of wood. It is painted 
throughout with Armorial Bearings, 
representing local individuals and 
institutions.  
 

During the 19th century several of the 
windows of the Church were rebuilt but 
there are some fine stained-glass windows of considerable 
interest.  In the North Transept is  a  window  in  memory of    

   Charles Kingsley, writer, 
priest and social reformer, 
famous as author of “The 
Water Babies” and 
“Westward Ho!”. He was 
born and baptised in Holne 
in 1819 during the time his 
father was a curate here. 
  

There are various memorials in 
the Church and also in the South 
Transept is a simple wooden 
cross. The cross temporarily 
marked the grave of Surgeon 
Lieutenant Lesley Pearce Gould 
who died from his wounds in 
May 1918. His father Sir Alfred 
was one of the country’s most 
distinguished surgeons. 
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Finally, as you leave the Church 
immediately in front of you, you 
will see a seventeenth century 
tomb chest.  
 

The large granite lid is an ancient 
‘dole stone’ from which charity 
was dispensed weekly to needy 
villagers by the curate or Church 
Wardens or ‘Overseers of the 
Poor’. 

 

VISITORS TO PILGRIMS: EXPLANATION 
A pilgrimage is simply a journey, usually on foot, to a holy or 
special place. Many of the Churches and Chapels on 
Dartmoor are connected by footpaths and bridleways with 
beautiful scenery. 

When we first thought of linking our local Churches little did 
we realise how many walks between them actually already 
existed. We did know how many visitors we all get; St 
Pancras at Widecombe in the Moor being described in one 
publication as “the most visited church in the UK”. 

Visits to our Churches and Chapels are for everyone, 
connecting you with the most wonderful buildings and their 
history. So why not turn your visit into a pilgrimage? 

To turn a walk into a pilgrimage, perhaps all you need to do 
at the beginning is set your own private ‘intention’ for a walk 
between our Churches. You could dedicate your walk to 
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something that you want help with, or for which you want to 
give thanks. (Good health for yourself may even be one!) 

There is a long history of 
pilgrimages. Locally many 
celebrated the 400th anniversary 
of the Pilgrim Fathers who sailed 
from Plymouth for the ‘New 
World’. 

In 1620 one hundred Puritans or 
Separatists boarded the 'Mayflower' at Plymouth bound for 
the New World. These people were later labelled the Pilgrim 
Fathers. They saw  little chance of England becoming a 
country in which they wished to live. They viewed the 
country as un-Godly and moving from a bad to worse state. 

The Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyan was printed in 1678. It 
is regarded as one of the most significant works of religious, 
theological fiction in English literature. It has been translated 
into more than 200 languages and has never been out of 
print. The message for everyone of Pilgrim's Progress is one 
of perseverance in the Christian faith. 

Many of our Churches and Chapels have shared centuries of 
tradition and service in our local communities. For example, 
both St. Pancras, Widecombe and as you have now read, St 
Mary The Virgin, Holne were originally built in the 14th 
century.  

We hope as visitors and potential pilgrims you enjoy your 
time on Dartmoor. 
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DESCRIPTION: YOUR TRAIL TO HUCCABY 
 

The first part of this trail is shared with the trail to 
Widecombe (pp. 15 to 16). This is approx. 6 miles in length, 

mainly on footpaths. 
 
 

MAPS OF YOUR TRAIL TO HUCCABY 
We strongly recommend that you take a map with you. Please do not 
rely upon our pictorial and historical descriptions to guide you. 
You can obtain detailed Ordnance Survey maps of areas 
covering all trails from the OS website; 
www.shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk 
or by scanning this QR code. 
 

 
From St Mary the Virgin 
Holne walk past the Church 
House Inn on your left, (Grid 
reference 705694),  
- to the staggered crossroads 
in front of you. Head almost 
straight 

across up 
the lane for about 300 yards to the ‘T’ 
junction at Butts Cross.  Turn left at 
Butts Cross finger post,  and about 50 
yards along the road on your right-hand 
side see the footpath marked both as 
the Dartmoor Way High Moor Link and 
Two Moors Way. Go through the gate 
along the path through fields to Cleave 
Wood. 
This old lane leads along the south bank of the River Dart. 
 

http://www.shop.ordnance/
http://survey.co.uk/
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You will see a series of rapids and cascades named 
‘Horseshoe Falls’. (Grid Reference SX7170). Depending on 
the time of year, if the River Dart is low, you will see sloping 
sedimentary rocks near the Falls. 

 

The sessile oak woodland 
and lichens of Cleave 
Wood are also of 
particular interest as you 
walk towards New 
Bridge, (Grid reference 
SX712708), with the 
River Dart continuing on 
your left. 

 
When you reach the 
road at the 15th 
century New Bridge – 
take a rest. (Public 
toilets available.)  
Normally, you can 
now walk over the 
bridge and continue 
downstream along 
the left bank of the 

river.   However, if the is in spate you can walk uphill and 
where the road turns sharply left, turn right and follow the 
unfenced road to meet the trail again. 
 

After about a quarter of a mile walk down a good track, you'll 
find yourself in a large, grassy area in the bend of the river.  
Turn left off the road onto a footpath, (marked on older 
maps at The Two Moors Way), going uphill through woods to 
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Leign Tor. Then cross the road at the top of Newbridge Hill, 
travelling west to Dr. Blackall’s Drive.  
 
The latter was constructed in the 19th century by Dr. 
Blackall, to enjoy the beautiful views from his carriage.   See 
pictures. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Thomas Blackall served as the sheriff of the City of Exeter. 
He owned Spitchwick Manor and he decided that to enjoy 
the beautiful landscape of the Dart Valley he would build a 
drive which would capture the views in all their splendour.) 
 
You will walk past Mel Tor, (Grid reference SX693725), look 

back and you will see the 
tor across the gorge is 
Bench Tor. Just beyond Mel 
Tor it’s a short walk to Bel 
Tor car park adjacent to the 
road (Grid reference SX 
695731.) Here the two 
trails divide – the trail to 
Widecombe on the Two 

Moors Way. (see pp. 15 and 16). On the trail to Huccaby you 
will be turning left on to the Dartmoor Way passing Sharp 
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Tor and Yartor Down before re-joining the road and 
descending to Dartmeet. (Grid reference SX672732.) 
 
At Dartmeet cross the road bridge over the river for approx. 
30 metres. Look for the public bridleway/path Dartmoor 
Way signpost on 
your left and walk 
between the old 
petrol station and 
a shed towards 
the river. 
 

Climbing up a 
rocky path which is 
almost a gorge (see picture) after 1 mile or so you will emerge 
(sometimes a muddy part of your trail! )  on the unclassified 
road some 300 yards from your destination! St Raphael's 
Chapel.  
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DESCRIPTION: YOUR TRAIL TO WIDECOMBE 
 

The first part of this trail is shared with the Trail to Huccaby 
(pp. 11 to 14). This trail is approx. 6 miles mainly on 

footpaths. 
 
 

MAPS OF YOUR TRAIL TO WIDECOMBE 
We strongly recommend that you take a map with you. Please do not 
rely upon our pictorial and historical descriptions to guide you. 
You can obtain detailed Ordnance Survey maps of areas 
covering all trails from the OS website; 
www.shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk 
or by scanning this QR code. 
 
 

The ‘pointy’ tor, as it is locally known, on the horizon to the 
west is the appropriately named Sharp Tor.   
 
You are still walking on the old Two Moors Way and crossing 
Sherberton Common to Ponsworthy. At Ponsworthy, the 
now River Webburn is 
easily walked using the 
public footpath which is 
part of the Way. (It is a 
rough and stony track, 
often very near the edge 
of the water.) 
 
Our trail, on the 
opposite side of the 
valley to Venton Farm, 
was once the home of Olive Katherine Parr, or Beatrice Chase 
as she was better known. (This once-famous authoress is 

http://www.shop.ordnance/
http://survey.co.uk/
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buried in Widecombe churchyard, she crossed swords with 
many people, not least archaeologists!) 
At the corner of a wall turn 
right to follow the wall 
north to the main road. 
Cross with care and go 
straight ahead on a grassy 
path. The path is now 
gently downhill to erach 
the minor road to reach 
Ponsworthy. 
Immediately before reaching 
Poinsworthy Splash, a shallow ford,  (note the cottage of the 
same name!)  turn left on to the public footpath signposted 
Two Moors way/Coast to coast. Soon, if you keep going 
uphill,  you will see a gateway (signposted) which takes you 
along a wooded track into the Hutholes site. (Grid reference 
SX 702758).  
This medieval settlement consists of six buildings - the ruins 
of three Dartmoor longhouses, barns and a corn drying kiln.  
After visiting Hutholes return to the Two Moors Way and  

climb over Dunstone 
Down before the 
steep descent to the 
Village and Church of 
Widecombe in the 
Moor – known as the 
‘Cathedral of the 
Moor’, St Pancras 
Church. 
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SAFETY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

We want anyone who is interested to visit our Churches and Chapels on 
Dartmoor and our walks between our historic buildings to experience our new 
Visitor to Pilgrims Trails 
 
The weather conditions anywhere on Dartmoor can be very different at the end 
of a Trail than when you started. The recommendation is therefore that you are 
properly equipped and know when to turn back or even not start! Please take 
appropriate clothing and footwear and, especially during summer, be aware of 
‘ticks’. Do not go into ferns, bracken, or gorse – keep to the trails marked on your 
maps! 
 
Obviously, we ask that anyone uses common sense to decide upon the many 
Pilgrim Trails that are suitable for their own fitness and stamina. But generally, 
our Trails are suitable for most people walking. However, in accordance with UK 
policy we do recommend that everyone under 18 must on our Trails be 
accompanied by an adult with parental responsibility. 
 
You can walk as a group and certainly we want everyone to enjoy the Trails 
between our Dartmoor churches and chapels. Please do not be put off by other 
family or group members walking too quickly or too slowly, generally our Pilgrim 
Trails enable everyone to walk at a pace that still allows you to carry on a 
conversation with your fellow Visitors to Pilgrims Trails and not get out of puff! 
 
Please do stop for breaks, and if in a group, let people acknowledge safety is 
always the first consideration so individual family members and groups can catch 
up if required. (Some people like to chat all the way and others like to walk on 
their own.) 
 
If you do need to summon help the acknowledged distress signal is six long blasts 
on a whistle – followed by silence for one minute. Or, of course, use your phone if 
you can get a signal! 

 
Having spent a great deal of time and effort into planning, pre-walking, and 
photographing our Pilgrim Trails we delight in recommending them to you.  
 
(Remember to take a map or download one from our website 
www.pilgrimtrails.co.uk to accurately guide and supplement you from our 
pictorial and historical description of your trail)  
  

http://www.pilgrimtrails.co.uk/
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LINKS  
 

 
DIOCESE OF EXETER www.exeter.anglican.org 

 

DARTMOOR NATIONAL 
PARK 

www.dartmoor.gov.uk 

 

 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
 

www.churchofengland.org 

 

ASHBURTON 
& MOORLAND 
MISSION COMMUNITY 

www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk 

 
BRIMPTS FARM www.brimptsfarm.co.uk 

 
DEVON CHURCHLAND www.devonchurchland.co.uk 

 

ADVENTURE 
CLYDESDALE 

www.adventureclydesdale.com 

 
WHAT 3 WORDS www.what3words.com 

 

DARTMOOR LIVESTOCK 
PROTECTION OFFICER 

07873 587561 

 

ICE (In Case of Emergency) 
App for Apple/iPhone  

 

ICE (In Case of Emergency) 
App for 
Android/Google Play  
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Visitors to Pilgrims brochures have been generously supported 
and printed by                   Tavistock. 

 

 Your complete local design and printing service.   


