
GIVE without Cash or Check 
TEXT-TO-GIVE 

          Text $ amount to 281-949-7600   
 

            Save the number as a contact in  
             your mobile phone for easy giving. 

 

 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON) 

Staffed by the Josephites since 1952 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                           SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 

                                                                                                                                            
4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77051-2857 
Parish Office: 713.738.2311     Fax: 713.738.3337 
Emergency Contact: 409.963.5633     CCE: 713.731.2775  
Parish Hall: 713.731.2725   SVdP Conference: 713.731.2716 
WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com   
E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com 
Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston     YouTube: St. Francis Xavier Houston
PASTOR:                                           

  Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:                                           

  Rev. Alexander Lema, SSJ 
  DEACONS: 
Michael V. Jenkins 
Darryl K. Drenon 
Frank J. Laugermann (Retired) 
SACRISTAN 
Orell Dargin 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Shirley M. Foreman.............x113 
BOOKEEPER 
Stacie Boisseau……............x109 
DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Unella Baber.......................x103 
ADULT FORMATION (OCIA) 
Deacon Michael V. Jenkins 
Tierra Ledet 
ST VINCENT de PAUL CONFERENCE 
Erica Smith…………..(713) 731-2716 
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP 
Agnes Thompson……….x107 
OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Hope Jackson 

 
HALL MANAGER 
Hilton S. Williams   713.542.0120 
PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE 
Curtis Jones/Eugene Wilson  
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m. 
Sun: 7:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekday (Tue - Fri): 7:00 a.m. 
First Friday:  7:00 a.m. 
Holy Days:   7:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
CONFESSIONS 
One (1) hour before Weekend Masses or by 
appointment  
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT: 
First Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Adult Choirs 
Wednesdays: 6:30p.m.  
Thursdays: 7:00p.m.  
 Youth Choir   
 4th Saturdays: 12:00 Noon 
CHOIR DIRECTOR: 
Jerry Givens    281.772.9276     

VISITATION OF THE SICK Communion 
for the sick and shut-in is available. Please 
call the parish office to make arrangements. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the parish office for information. 
Preparation classes are required for parents and 
godparents. Classes are held on the 1st and 2nd 
Thursdays of the month from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm. Call the Parish Office to register for 
the class.  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest a minimum of six 
months prior to your proposed wedding 
date. 
WELCOME VISITORS/NEWCOMERS 
To register, call or come by the parish office 
or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman 

Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and 
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God 
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community. 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston
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READINGS 
FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday – September 20 
Is 55:6-9 

Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
Phil 1:20-24, 27 

Mt 20:1-6 

Monday – September 21 
Saint Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist 

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 
Ps 19:2-5 
Mt 9:9-13 

Tuesday – September 22 
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 

Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44 
Lk 8:19-21 

Wednesday – September 23 
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

Prv 30:5-9 
Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 

Lk 9:1-6 

       Thursday – September 24 
Eccl 1:2-11 

Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17 
Lk 9:7-9 

Friday – September 25 
Eccl 3:1-11 

Ps 144:1, 2, 3-4 
Lk 9:18-22 

     Saturday September 26 
Saint Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 

Eccl 11:9—12:8 
Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17 

Lk 9:43-45 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS         
SAT            09/19/2026               5:00PM 
Soul of Florence McChristian (D) 

Mr & Mrs. Barnes, Alexandria, LA 
SUN           09/20/2026                7:30AM 

People of the Parish 
SUN           09/20/2026              10:00AM 
Joseph Melvin Vallery, Sr. (D) 

Odelia Lazard Vallery 
TUE           09/22/2026               7:00AM 
Wonder Victoria Hamilton (D) 

Tywanna Navy 
WED          09/23/2026               7:00AM 
All Educators (L) – Judy Johnson 
THUR        09/24/2026               7:00AM 
Cynthia & Robin Charles & Sons (L)  

Cynthia Charles 
FRI             09/25/2026              7:00AM     
Malcom P. Navy (D) – Debora Navy 
SAT            09/26/2026               5:00PM 
Joseph & Earlene Duplechaine (D) 

The Duplechaine Family 

SPECIAL UPCOMING MASSES 
Blue Mass 

This Mass honoring all law enforcement, 
criminal justice personnel, support staff, 
and their families will be celebrated on 
Sunday, September 27 at 11:00am, Honor 
Guard Lineup is 10:30am. The Mass will 
be held at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart, 1111 St. Joseph Pkwy., Houston, 
77002.  

Silver Wedding 
Jubilee Mass 

The Office of Family Life Ministry has set 
the 2026 Jubilee Masses for married 
couples celebrating 25-year milestone 
anniversaries. Mass will be held at the Co-
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 1111 St. 
Joseph Pkwy, Houston, TX 77002. For 
couples celebrating 25 years of marriage, 
the Mass will be Sunday, October 11 at 
3:00pm; use this link to register: 
https://archgh.swoogo.com/25WAJ26. 

 

 

 

 
 

Donald Abraham,  Akaycia 
Addison, Azielee & Nathan 
Addison IV, Emmoree 
Addison, Kayne Addison, 
Lauren Addison, Zaneta 
Addison, Mary Jane Albert, 

Vea Barksdale, Adrian Barnes, Adrienne 
Barnes, Clara Barras, Lucille Barriere, Monica 
Bass, Hattie Blackmon, Ivy Bobb, Hazel S. 
Brown, Dylan Broussard, Tommy Burton, 
Jimmy Byas, Julius Cadoree, Nancy Calvin, 
Nathaniel Campbell, Dalton Cooper Jr, Frank 
Davis Sr, Marlene Davis, Dalton & Julia Dean, 
Wanda & Joe Dixon, Mary Duplechain, Lois 
Epps, Paul Garrick Jr, Rosella Gibson, Valerie 
Williams Goode, Betty Goodwin, Stella 
Goodwin, Beulah Hadrick, Mary Hamilton, 
Mason Harrison, Cheryl Henderson, Donald 
Henderson, Edmonia Henderson, Baby 
Kingsley Hernandez, Anthony Hicks, Alana 
Higginbottom, Diane Houston, Al Jackson Jr, 
Crystal Jackson, Angela Johnson, Deacon Irvin 
Johnson, Natalie Johnson, Brooke Joseph, 
Kenneth King Jr, Lydia & Joseph Landry, 
Serral Landry, JoAnn LaSane, Barbara 
Laugermann, Hilary & Patricia Ledet, Hazel 
Lewis, Laurenzia Lewis, Eugene Mallery, 
Charles Martin, Shannon Martin, Donald May, 
Diane Miles, Cookie Mooring, Debbie Morris, 
Yusuf Muwwakkil, Angela Pena, Deborah 
Peron, Cynethia Pichon, Margie Pichon, Percy 
Pichon Sr, Robin Pichon-Mosley, Catherine 
Pierre, Michael Pierre, Mildred Pierre, Melody 
Ratcliff, Susan Rawls, Effie Rems, Alan 
Richard & Family, Cherry Richardson, Elise 
Richmond, John & Christine Roberts, Wilson 
Robertson, Louis Robinson, Oliver Rose, Brian 
Russell, Very Rev. Michael K. Saah-Buckman, 
SSJ, Mario Salinas, Kerry Samuels, Kevin 
Simon, Joyce Smith, Joyce Stagg, Jeffery 
Steptoe, Walter Strickland, Mackenzie Swanks, 
Kennedi Swanks, Erma Taylor, Melvin 
Thomas, Deshun Vital, Gemma Walcott, 
Patricia Williams, Terrell Wilson, Janice 
Woods, Alberta Zenon and all the sick and shut-
in in our parish family.  

Lord, we pray for all our military 
service members who put their own 
lives on the line to protect our families 
and country. 
Army: Sade Beck, Jacc Blanks, Wadie Troy 
Butler, Patrick Clay Jr, Kalah A. Guidry, 
Angel Guillory, LaTroy King, Essence 
McMillan, Gary Christian Robertson, 
Anthony Lamar Smith II  
Navy: Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna Brown, 
Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett, Mason 
Guidry, Alexander Guillory Jr, Courtney 
Harris, Nia D. Hawkins-Camp, Xavier Henry, 
Anthony N. Russell, Robert Lee Smith  
Air Force: Samuel Houston, Roderick Jones, 
Joshua Creeks, Joffre Lander  
Marines: Reginald Ward 
 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

“Conduct 
yourselves in a 
way worthy of the 
gospel of Christ,” 
Saint Paul tells the 
Philippians at the 
conclusion of 
today’s second 
reading. Let us 
keep this in mind 
as we listen to 

today’s Gospel, the story of the generous 
owner of a vineyard. He is willing to pay 
a full daily wage to everyone, even those 
who worked but an hour at the end of the 
day. May his generosity be a model for 
us as we aim to conduct ourselves in a 
way worthy of the gospel. 
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2026-2027 CCE CLASSES 
2026-2027 CCE Registration will be 
accepted in the CCE Office as follows: 

Monday - 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Saturday - 9:30am to 11:30am 

Classes are every Monday at 6:00pm for Jr 
High and High School Students and 
Saturday at 9:30am for Pre-K and 
Elementary Students.  
September 21………………….....6:00pm  
6th – 10th CCE CLASSES  
September 26   
NO CCE CLASSES – Catechist Day 
September 28………………….....6:00pm  
6th – 10th CCE CLASSES 
September 28………………….....7:00pm  
Parents Meeting (6th – 10th Grade) 
October 3…..…………………….9:30am  
PreK – 5th CCE CLASSES 
October 5….………………….....6:00pm  
6th – 10th CCE CLASSES 

2026-2027 OCIA CLASSES 
OCIA Classes are every Thursday at 
6:00pm. The Registration Form can be 
found on the Parish Website: 
www.sfxhouston.com  

   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In-person Mass attendance on Saturday, 
September 12th and Sunday, September 13th 
was 524. The 7:30am Mass Livestream on 
Sunday received 104 views. Please join us 
via YouTube Livestream or bring a friend to 
come and worship with us in the church. 

  
 

 

The Knights of Peter Claver, Council and 
Court 138, are now accepting applications for 
the Dennis Armelin Humanitarian and 
Nora Lee Hebert Awards. Applications are 
located in the church vestibule and the Harris 
Center Lobby. The Dennis Armelin 
Humanitarian Award is open to all members 
of St. Francis Xavier, and the Nora Lee 
Hebert Service Award is open to all Knights 
of Peter Claver members (Knights and 
Ladies).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Obama Presidential Center 
Library & Museum 

Staying Four Nights (Aug 23rd – 26th) @ 
Hampton Inn Chicago McCormick Place 

Total Cost of Trip - $750.00 
Accepting Deposit Now of $250.00, no later 

than January 10, 2027 (Nonrefundable) 
Final Payment (remaining balance of 
$500.00) is due by May 10, 2027. 
For more information, contact 
Coordinator:  
Gloria Marcel, 281-788-5488 

Did you know that Catholics 
can make an Act of Spiritual 
Communion? 
When unable to receive Holy 
Communion, pray the prayer below: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above 
all things, and I desire to receive you in my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
you sacramentally, Come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as 
if you were already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to be 
separated from you. 
 
 
That we realize we are not only responsible 
for our lives, but for the lives of others. 
“Thus, the last will be first, and the first will 
be last.” - Matthew 20:16 You’ve heard the 
saying “it’s not where you start, but how you 
finish.” This certainly applies to this Bible 
passage. We have a responsibility not only 
for our own lives, but for the lives of others 
as well. We are called to generously share our 
gifts with others, not hoard them for our own 
use. Our sincere gratitude and cheerful 
generosity will help us live “God-centered” 
lives and not “self-centered” lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   As of September 15, 2026: 

Goal -  $79,872.00 
Paid -   $18,027.00 
Owed - $61,845.00 

     Donors - 82  
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 

 
September 20, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s Never Too Late 
Happy Sunday!  Imagine being hired to work outside 
from 6:00 in the morning until 6:00 in the evening. 
Twelve hours…not in an air-conditioned office, but 
outside in the Houston heat and humidity.  By noon 
your clothes are soaked. You're tired, hot and 
counting the hours until the workday ends.  Then at 
3:00 in the afternoon, the boss hires another group of 
workers. They arrive fresh and work only three hours. 
At 6:00, everyone lines up to be paid. The workers 
who arrived at 3:00 receive $300.  If you're one of the 
workers who started at 6:00 that morning, you're 
probably doing the math. If they receive $300 for 
three hours, surely, you're going to receive much 
more for working twelve.  Then the boss hands you 
your pay - $300.  How would you feel? 
That's not fair! 
That's the tension Jesus creates in today's Gospel. The 
laborers who worked all day complain because those 
who arrived later received the same daily wage.  But 
Jesus isn't really teaching us about employment 
practices. He is teaching us about grace.  The 
landowner represents God. The vineyard represents 
the Kingdom. And the daily wage points us toward 
God's ultimate gift, eternal life.  The message is 
simple: It’s never too late. 
Some people have walked faithfully with Jesus 
throughout their lives. Others wander away and return  
years later. Some may not truly turn toward God until 
the final chapters of their lives.  And God's mercy is 
available to all of them.  That can challenge our 
human sense of fairness. We naturally think the 
person who has "worked" longer should receive more. 
But salvation isn't a paycheck. 
Heaven isn't something God owes us because we 
worked enough hours. Heaven is a gift. 
Today's first reading reminds us that God's thoughts 
are not our thoughts, and God's ways are not our  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ways.  Our way says, "They don't deserve it." God's 
mercy reminds us that neither do we. 
Our way keeps score. 
God keeps the door open. 
But there is an important warning in this Gospel. 
"It's never too late" does not mean we should wait. 
In the homily I preached on this Gospel years ago, I 
said there is a problem with planning an "11th-hour 
conversion": sometimes death arrives at 10:30. 
None of us knows how much time we have… 
 So, if we need to return to Jesus, the time is now. 
 If we need God's forgiveness, the time is now. 
 If we need to forgive someone else, the time is 

now. 
 If prayer has disappeared from our lives, the time 

is now. 
 If we've wandered away from the Church, the 

time is now. 
And rather than worrying about whether somebody 
else deserves God's mercy, we should thank God that 
His mercy is generous enough for them and for us. 
If I make it to Heaven, I won't be worried about who 
arrived before me or who slipped in at the last minute. 
I'll simply be grateful that God called my name. 
Someone in your life may believe they've been away 
from God too long. They may believe they've made 
too many mistakes or committed too many sins to 
come home. 
Today's Gospel gives us a message worth sharing 
with them: 
Come on in. 
There is still room in the vineyard. 
There is still mercy. 
There is still grace. 
There is still time to come home. 
Because with Jesus…it's never too late. 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/


THE COMMUNITY AND ALL MINISTRIES  
ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PRAYER GARDEN
4600 Reed Rd • Houston, Tx  •  77051  •  (713) 738-2311

THE COMMUNITY AND ALL MINISTRIES  
ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PRAYER GARDEN
4600 Reed Rd • Houston, Tx  •  77051  •  (713) 738-2311

America Needs Fatima
Rosary Rally

October 10, 2026 at 10 a.m.

America Needs Fatima
Rosary Rally

October 10, 2026 at 10 a.m.
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Please support these businesses.  They support our parish and community. 
For advertising information, contact the Parish Office at (713) 738-2311. 

 Higgins Beauty  
Salon 

3606 Nita St 
Houston, TX 77051 

Karen Higgins 
Owner/Stylist 

Appointments Call: 
(713) 842-1915 

BAKER-JONES CO. 
SINCE  1951 

Air-Conditioning & Heating 
Sales & Service 
  (License No. TACLA 1008) 

(713) 529-3418
Ronald K. Moss - President
Justin Moss - Vice President 

Steven K. Schwartz II, Attorney at Law 

 Probate & Estate Settlement 
Wills & Estate Plans 

713-385-0269
www.SchwartzLawHouston.com 

Smile Makeovers • Invisalign • Implants and Dentures • HSA    
Flex Spending • Most Insurance Accepted         

AARP/Medicare Plans Accepted • 7am Appointments Available 

Dr. Umekei Smith 
KPCLA Court #159 

SHARON A. ZENON
Notary Public 
State Of Texas 

Here to meet all your Notary needs; Please 
call for appointment. Phone: 713-446-4279

Website:
patriciahebert.inteletravel.com

Contacts:
(409) 223-2372

Email: phebert1947@gmail.com 
Let me handle your travel needs!

Herman J. 
Mabrie, III, M.D.

 Justin Mabrie

We support the Catholic Faith 
and appreciate your support. Come for a 
tour or schedule a preneed or call us in your time 
of need.

Mark Gibson
PRESIDENT & CEO

6605 Schurmier Road*Houston, Texas 77048 
Preplanning, Funeral Services & Cremations 
Direct: 713-301-9021  Main: 346-618-5284
mgibson@havenmemorial.com
www.havenmemorial.com

At Haven:
- Ship-Outs
- Coffee Bar
- Flower Shop
- Reception Areas
- Grief Counseling

"Quality that you can see, a name that you can trust"

Place your
Ad here!

REGGIE RUSSELL REALTORS
1325 Almeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77047

(713) 434-9999

We encourage you to come by 
for a  tour, reach out for at-
need service coordination, or 
meet with us to develop a pre-
need plan.

mailto:j.p.ashiru@gmail.com
mailto:chavis42@sbcglobal.net
stfra
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