ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH

(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON)

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
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4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTO, TEXAS 77051-2857
Parish Office: 713.738.2311; Fax: 713.738.3337

MISSION STATEMENT
CCE Office: 713.731.2775; SVAP Food Pantry: 713.731.2716 Ve with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus

Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman
Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community.

WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com
E-MALIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com

Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston

PASTOR: WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE CHOIR DIRECTORS:

Rev. Michael K. Saah-Buckman, SSJ Weekday: 7:00 a.m. Jerry Givens 281.772.9276
DEACONS: First Friday: 7:00 a.m. Daniel Guerrero 281.723.9948
Michael V. Jenkins Holy Days: 7:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m. VISITATION OF THE SICK

Darryl K. Drenon
Frank J. Laugermann (Retired)

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: 4:15p.m. - 4:45p.m.

Communion for the sick and shut-in is
available. Please call the parish office to

PARISH SECRETARY Sundays: 6:45a.m. - 7:15a.m. make arrangements.

Shirley M. Foreman............ x113 9:20a.m. - 9:45a.m. SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADORATION OF THE BLESSED Please call the parish office for information.
Unella Baber..........c.coeue... x103 SACRAMENT: Preparation classes are required for parents
ADULT FORMATION First Friday: 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. and godparents.

Deacon Michael V. Jenkins CHOIR REHEARSALS: SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SVdP FOOD PANTRY Adult Choirs Please contact a priest a minimum of six
Curtis Jones 713.731.2716 Judah Choir: months prior to proposed date.
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER WELCOME VISITORS AND

Agnes Thompson NOTICE NEWCOMERS

HALL MANAGER God’s Chosen Choir: To register, call, come by the parish office
Hilton S. Williams 713.542.0120 SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com
PLANT MANAGER NOTICE

Anthony Ray Gobert Youth Choir: .

MAINTENANCE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER G P tOWREASIC G ETk:
Violet & Harold Champ NOTICE P AmTRE cT? Text-to-Give
NEW WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE BIBLE STUDY/ T AL e PO
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m. ADULT CATHECHISM: 3 T ST R (S T )
Sun: 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. ;%%EIEDED UNTIL FURTHER |@;.| your mobile phone for easy giving.
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St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church ~ Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 20, 2020
Deacon Alfred Abram, Louise TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN
MASS INTENTIONS Brown, Bridgett Burnett, Julius
NOTE: THE SUNDAY 12:15PM Cadoree, Margaret Cadoree, Today we
MASS INTENTIONS HAVE BEEN Nancy Calvin, Mary Augustine hear the
MOVED TO THE 10:00AM MASS. Chenier, Dalton Cooper Jr., Lois Epps, Nicole parable of the
SAT. 09/19/2020 5:00PM Fontenette, Barbara Forte’, Ursula Gross, landowner

Vernice White (L)
SFX Sisters in the Spirit
Kristina M. Chaney (D)
Family & Friends
Deacon Albert Henry (D) — The Family
Bessie Swindle (D) — Lois Epps
Elizabeth G. Sam (D)
Aaronetta Sam Wiltz
SUN. 09/20/2020
Joseph Melvin Vallery, Sr. (D)
Odelia Vallery
Kristina M. Chaney (D)
Family & Friends
Michelle (D) — Maria S. Jayakumar
Enola Rabotte (D) — Theresa Chambers
Joseph Gilbert Mire (D) — the Family
SUN. 09/20/2020 10:00AM
People of the Parish
LeRoy Coleman (D) — Helen Gobert
Amy Landry Gallow & Dallas Gallow, Sr.
Wanda Dixon/Family
MON. 09/21/2020
Sheila Mouton-Hayes (L)
SFX Sisters in the Spirit
Alton Albert, Jr. (D) — Audrey Otis
TUE. 09/22/2020 7:00AM
Violet Champ (L) — Special Intention
Wonder Victoria Hamilton (D)
Tywanna Navy
WED. 09/23/2020
Minnie Pearl Richardson (D)
Marian Richardson & Family
Elsie Thibodeaux (L)
Rena Malveaux & Family
THUR. 09/24/2020 7:00AM
All Healthcare Essentials & Their
Families (L) — Grateful Neighbors
Ruth Celestine (L) — Florence &Wanda
FRI. 09/25/2020 7:00AM
Gabriel & Lorena Lewis(D) - Audrey Otis
Yvonne Mullone (D) — Donald Mullone

7:30AM

7:00AM

7:00AM

flslltlale
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PATRICK ONUORAH NWOKOBIA
1960 - 2020

Jimmy Harris, Wilie Mae Henderson, Craig
Jackson, Roscoe Jones, Brooke Joseph,
Kennedy Family Members, Helen Kennison,
JoAnn LaSane, Hazel Lewis, Laurenzia Lewis,
Eugene Mallery, Cynthia Ann Malone,
Shannon Martin, Willie Martin Jr., Dorothy
Milstead, Vy. Rev. William L. Norvel, SSJ,
Carolyn Ollison, Helen Foreman Orsort, Betty
Patrick, Felicia Paul, Cynethia Pichon, William
Pierre Sr., Leo Prescott, Marcelle Prevost,
Carole Pryor, Elise Richmond, Evelyn Roberts,
Wilson Robertson, Oliver Rose, Mary Sias,
Simon Smith, Angela Stagg, Joyce Stagg,
Lupe Stagg, MacKenzie Swanks, Kennedi
Swanks, Erma Taylor, Louis Thomas Sr,
Benito Valdez, Agnes Williams, Patricia
Williams, Sharon Zenon Williams, and all the
sick and shut-in in our parish family.
Let us Know

Call the Parish Office when you and/or a family
member are ill, in the hospital, or having a
surgery so that we can put the name on the sick
list for prayers. After 30 days, please call the
office to remain on the prayer list.

Lord, we pray for all our current
military service members and first
responders who put their own lives on
the line every day in order to protect
our families and our country.

Army:

Barbara Baber, Sade Beck, Wadie Troy
Butler, Shanta Charles, Josiah Charles,
Patrick Clay Jr, Stephen Jones, LaTroy
King, Gary Christian Robertson, Anthony
Lamar Smith Il, David Stagnoli, Jordan T.
McCorkle, Essence L. Casteel

Navy:

Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna Brown,
Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett,

Courtney Harris, Nia D. Hawkins,

Randolph J. Navy lIl, Anthony N. Russell,
Christian Johnson, Hope Bethany Johnson
Air Force:

Roderick Jones, Joffre Lander, Bena
Sellers, Terrance J Valiare, Thomas Q
Valiare Il

Marines

Alyssa Dugar, Reginald Ward

NEW OFFICE

Tuesday.........9:00am to 5:00pm
Wednesday.... 9:00am to 5:00pm
Thursday.....cc.ccceveenenenee Closed
Friday.......... 9:00am to 3:00pm

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com
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evening. We
are those workers. We are called to
follow Christ into the fields and make
disciples of all nations. We may have
been called at an early age, in middle
age, or when we are old. But as
Christians we are called to this mission.
To use the words of Paul and Isaiah,
may we magnify Christ in our bodies
as we call upon the Lord in our midst.

READINGS
FOR THE WEEK
B Sunday — September 20
The 25" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Matthew 20:1-16
| Monday — September 21
Saint Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13
Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5
Matthew 9:9-13
[ Tuesday — September 22
Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13
Psalm 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44
Luke 8:19-21
[0 Wednesday — September 23
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Proverbs 30:5-9
Psalm 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163
Luke 9:1-6
[l Thursday — September 24
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
Luke 9:7-9
M Friday — September 25
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Psalm 144:1, 2, 3-4
Luke 9:18-22
[ Saturday — September 26
Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs
Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
Luke 9:43-45

Bulletin Deadline: WEDNESDAY @ NOON
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 20, 2020

FROM THE

)DIRECTOR OF

X Y/ CHRISTIAN
S\ S EDUCATION
Confirmation will be celebrated on
Saturday, October 3™, at the 5:00pm
Mass. CCE Registration forms are
available on the Parish Website:

www.sfxhouston.com.

Completed forms can be mailed to the
Parish Office or dropped in the Harris
Center Mailbox. Saturday Classes for
Pre-K thru 5% grade will start on
October 10% and Monday Classes for
6™ grade thru High School on October
12, Any questions please call the CCE
Dept at (713) 731-2775 on Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday from 9:30am-
3:00pm.

RCIA

RCIA student, Brandy Robinson, will
receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Holy
Eucharist, and Confirmation at the 5:00pm
Mass on Saturday, September 26
Registration for the 2020-2021 Class is
available on the Parish Website:
www.sfxhouston.com.

America Needs

Join us in Fatima is a
5 campaign to
praying capture the heart

‘he Rosary and soul of
il oo America with the
Message of Our

Lady of Fatima. In 1917, Our Lady
appeared at Fatima to three young seers
with a message of warning and hope for
humanity. Join us in the St. Francis
Xavier Prayer Garden as we participate in
a Rosary Rally on Sunday, October 11,

2020, after the 10:00am Mass.
s O

CONGRATULATIONS KPC 138
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Mikayla Peugh
$1,000.00 — University of Houston
Krystal Willis
$1,000.00 — Prairie View A&M Univ

2020 HICC AWARDS

Michael LaMothe

Felton Lawrence Founder’s Award
Carolyn Garrison

Mary Ann Angelle Leadership Award
Bernadette Mitchell

Della Brooks Award
Donald Sterling

Paul Stiner Award

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
CHURCH FALL RAFFLE

Grand Prize!

NISSAN SENTRA SV 4DR SEDAN
2nd Prize....$1000.00 Gift Card
3rd Prize $500.00 Gift Card
4th Prize......$400.00 Gas Card
5th Prize.$300.00 Macv’s Card
Tickets are $5.00 each or a book of 20
for $100.00. Each household is asked to
sell at least 2 books.

Drawing: October 18, 2020 after the
10:00am Mass.
Winner Need Not Be Present

Did you know that Catholics
can make an Act of Spiritual
Communion?

When unable to receive Holy
Communion, pray the prayer below:

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that you are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love you above all things and I desire
to receive you in my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive
you sacramentally, Come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you
as if you were already there and unite
myself wholly to you. Never permit me to
be separated from you. Amen.

That we realize we are not only

responsible for our lives, but for the lives

of others. “So, the last will be first and the

first last.” Matthew 20:16 You’ve heard

the saying “it’s not where you start, but

how you finish.” This certainly applies to

this Bible passage. We have a

responsibility not only for our own lives,

but for the lives of others as well. We are

called to generously share our gifts with

others, not hoard them for our own use.

Our sincere gratitude and cheerful

generosity will help us live “God-centered”
Atten(‘iance'on September 127 & 13™ was
170.  The 7:30am Livestream was
viewed online by 375.

f
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Brenda J. Harris passed away on
September 12, 2020 at the age of 77. Her
funeral service was celebrated at Sugar
Land Mortuary on September 19,

Sofia Jimenez Hernandez passed away
on September 7, 2020 at the age of 75.
Her funeral service was celebrated at
Richardson Mortuary on September 18

Joseph Kelly passed away on September
12, 2020 at the age of 77. A Funeral Mass
was celebrated at St. Francis Xavier
Church on September 19,

Melvin McKelvey passed away on
September 15, 2020 at the age of 60.
Funeral arrangements are pending.

Stanley Rems passed away on September
11, 2020 at the age of 64. His funeral
service was celebrated at Troy B. Smith
Mortuary on September 18

PREPARE NOW TO VOTE

If you vote by
mail, use this

checklist to
prepare: (1) Start
today! Give

yourself and your election officials
ample time to complete the process. (2)
Rules and dates vary by state, so contact
your election board to confirm. Find links
at www.usps.com/votinginfo. (3) Request
your Mail-in ballot (often called “absentee”
ballot) at least 15 days before Election
Day. (4) Once received, follow the
instructions. Add postage to the return
envelope if needed. (5) We recommend
you mail your ballot at least 7 days before
Election Day. Also: 1. Are you 18 years
old or will be 18 years old by November
3, 2020 - FElection Day? 2.Have you
registered to vote? The deadline is
October 5, 2020. If you’re registered,
plan to vote early. If you’re not registered,
get registered and plan to vote early.
October 13 - 30 - Early in-person Voting
November 3 - Election Day, 7 am - 7 pm

L] L] - - L]

T LivingwithChrist
Living with Christ Daily Mass Missalettes
are available for purchase in the vestibule
of the church after all weekday and
weekend Masses or the Parish Office
during regular business hours. The cost is
$2.00.

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com

Bulletin Deadline: WEDNESDAY @ NOON
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astor's
Reflection

The Merciful and Generous God

Last week we talked about forgiveness. We heard from the Lord’s Prayer that God forgives us to the degree to
which we forgive others. Sirach warned us not to Aug tight our wrath and anger but to let go so that when we pray
our own sins will be forgiven. So that we will experience greater blessings, Jesus has told us to forgive as many
times as our neighbor offends us.

For some of us, this demand is depressing and too difficult to fulfill. Many a time do we think that we have lost
God’s love because of our sinfulness or our inability to forgive.

Today’s scripture readings from Isaiah give us “glad tidings”. The good news is that even though we have missed
out on God’s blessings inherent in forgiveness, and we feel punished for our infidelity, like the Israelites who lost
their land and were living in exile, God loves us too much to destroy our covenant relationship with him. In fact,
God still follows us in our “sinful exile” and urges us to return to him. The prophet urges us to “seek the Lord”
again. Then, with our lives reformed, we will find mercy, because the very nature of God is to be generous and
forgiving. However, even though there are no limits to God’s mercy, his forgiveness must be sought through
repentance. As Matthew reminds us, the “Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Mt 4:17)

Jesus uses a common business practice to engage our interest as well as challenge our understanding on how God’s
mercy works. Under normal circumstances, the landowner sends servants to look for workers to hire and pay them
at the end of the day. However, in today’s Gospel reading the business model changes. The owner himself is the
one who went out to look for and hire the laborers. Having agreed with the first group on the daily wage, he sent
them to his farm at different hours of the day starting from 6:00 a.m. The daily wage of unskilled workers during
the Roman occupation was a denarius. This amount was just enough to support a family for a day. Consequently,
unskilled workers must go out daily to look for a job to feed their families.

It is at the renumeration time that the landowner showed his personality as being a just and fair person. He was also
very generous and merciful. He was fair and just to those who worked all day since they were paid the agreed upon
daily wage. He chose to be generous to the rest, even though they did not work the whole day, and may not have
enough money to feed their family that day.

Through Isaiah, God has let us know that His ways are not our ways. That “as high as the heavens are above the
earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts” (Is. 55:9). In other words, God
tempers justice with mercy. Jesus with his parable tells us that God is willing to reach out to sinners and anyone
who finds it difficult to forgive. It is never too late to experience God and his forgiveness. All that is required is
repentance. We are reminded of the story of the “good” thief whom Jesus forgave on the cross (Luke 23: 39-42).

Yes, humanly speaking and at the emotional level, we can argue that the landowner was unfair in his treatment of
the workers who sweat the whole day. But then, unless it is out of envy, how could anyone treat his/her friend or
family with support and sympathy if a person’s plight is not known. In paying all the workers a day’s wage, the
owner of the vineyard paid not according to the work done but according to the need i.e. out of his generosity. So,
we hear of the generosity of God’s kingdom, in which everyone’s needs are met, regardless of the person’s fortune
or ability. God cares more about mercy than fairness. Sometimes we feel like God has made us work all day to
survive in life, and envy and anger prevents us from being full beneficiaries of God’s mercy. If we are still for a
moment, we will know that God has been fair to us with his blessings. We can then be grateful to God for his
blessings and gifts and let go that which has blinded us. Remember: the mercy and kindness of God outweighs his
justice and fairness.

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com Bulletin Deadline: WEDNESDAY @ NOON
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
GALVESTON HOUSTON

Elder Abuse

Elder abuse can happen to anyone and it can take many different forms. Most cases of abuse reported to Adult Protective
Services involve “self-neglect.” Many of these people are vulnerable to abuse because they live alone or are dependent on
someone else for their care. Texas requires by law the reporting of elder abuse or the suspicion of elder abuse. If you know
of someone who cannot care for himself/herself, or who is being abused, neglected or exploited, whether they live alone or
with a spouse or caregiver, Texas law requires that you report the abuse. The number is 1-800-252-5400; your report will
remain confidential. For additional information, please contact the Office of Aging at 713-741-8712.

Combatting Racism

The Archdiocese has created a webpage of resources to assist parishes in the fight against racism. The resource page
includes a video to the faithful from Cardinal DiNardo, news updates, prayers, and educational resources. The webpage
can be found here: www.archgh.org/racism

Read the latest news on the fight against racism in the Texas Catholic Herald.

Assistance for Parishioners in Need

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston continues to serve people in need during the COVID-19
pandemic through all of its programs. Food pantries are open for drive-through food distribution with hours each week at
our three locations: Guadalupe Center in Houston; Mamie George Community Center in Richmond; Beacon of Hope
Center in Galveston. For hours or other information, visit www.catholiccharities.org/covidfooddistribution or call the
COVID Assistance Line at 713-874-6521.

Employment Opportunities
The Archdiocese has job openings in Family Life Ministry, Young Adult & Campus Ministry, and in parishes and
schools across the diocese. See the job postings online at www.archgh.org/employment.

St. Mary of the Purification has the following employment opportunities:
e 2 Full-time Teacher Aides in Pre-K 3 thru Kindergarten
o 4 Aftercare Workers
Interested candidates should send an Email to the principal, Mrs. Lois Goudeau, lgoudeau@stmaryshoustonschool.org.

New Fully Online Marriage Preparation Program

Great news for our engaged couples! At the Family Life Office, we have completed the revision of the Online Marriage
Preparation Program from Agape Catholic Ministries, and it is now available for our couples to check it out and register. If
you have any questions, contact Ricardo Medina, Director of Family Life Ministry, at rmedina@archgh.org or 713-741-
8709.

Café Catholica Lite: Sept. 24

The next Café Catholica Lite will be held online on Sept. 24, from 7:00-8:30 pm. Our speaker is Dr. Stuart Squires from
the University of St. Thomas Center for Faith and Culture. His topic will be “How Catholics Should Vote.” To register go
to: www.bit.ly/CafeLiteSeptember. The Café Catholica program seeks to help young adults (ages 18-39) encounter Christ
and his Church. All young adults are invited to join us for Café Catholica Lite throughout the year. For more information
contact the Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry at www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or yacm@archgh.org or 713-
741-8778.

Parenting Help?

The office of Family Life Ministry has trained eight professionals around the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston to
provide services to parents who are willing and need help raising their children. The program is designed to offer advice,
support, and formation to parents with common developmental and behavioral problems in children. To obtain more
information please contact us at 713-741-8711.

Do you know a couple that is having a challenging situation in their relationship and need help?

We may be able to coach you as a couple. We offer enrichment sessions, consulting and mentoring for married couples
experiencing some crisis or challenges in their relationship. For more detailed information please contact the office of
Family Life Ministry at 713-741-8711.

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com Bulletin Deadline: WEDNESDAY @ NOON
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Life-Health-Disabllity-Securities
2603 Agusta Dr, Sulte 1300

Houston, TX 77057

(281) 731-4995 1325 Aimeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77047
ranoial Febreaantat (71 3) 434-9999

Financial Representative

W FORTE' & ASSOCIATES

| your beauty and well-being.

| | Innovative skin care! On-trend Let’s find your favorites.
color! Pampering bath and body ™™
Toren Robinson 713.557.4524 Houston, TX | . .. afd < %mu‘h mare! Y Contact me today.

713.478.2022
ntaphotography.smugmug.com

ﬂm Phet; MARY KAY Sandy Duplechaine
Nicole T. Alexander Yot 5 Independent Beauty Consultant
nicole@ntaphotography.com Mary Kay products offer N 7 www.marykay.com/sduplechaine
12303 Kitty Brook Houston 77071 | | you so many ways to enhance ™ {8 4 V232-TAR-BE93

5000 Almeda Road (832) [TI3y1{] GET FUEL DELIVERED RIGHT
H ton. TX 77004 www.homefueldelivery.com AT YOUR DOORSTEPS
ouston, info@homefueldelivery.com I3 PNASINTARINV R (VA RVAV Y (6137
- S T (713) 942-ROSE (7673) = (‘ Home!
MABRIE Fax:(713)942-2180 A o MG Rt ,e(
MEMORIAL MORTUARY  \www.mabriemortuary.co ) S &g “6\(

RODNEY JACKSON REALTY TRENT LANGELIN

Buying | Selling | Leasing | Investing | New Home Construction ..H 'S Master Barher
“ . . B Hair Sty 13310 Cullen Blvd,
Always Something Different”  |®8%" % *"“d —r
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