
GIVE without Cash or Check 

              
         Save the number as a contact in  

             your mobile phone for easy giving. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON) 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                                                       DECEMBER 10, 2023 

 
 

4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77051-2857 
Parish Office: 713.738.2311; Fax: 713.738.3337 
CCE Office: 713.731.2775; SVdP Food Pantry: 713.731.2716 
Parish Hall: 713.731.2725 
WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com   
E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com 
Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston   YouTube: St. Francis Xavier Houston

PASTOR:                                           
  Vy. Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ 
  DEACONS: 
Michael V. Jenkins 
Darryl K. Drenon 
Frank J. Laugermann (Retired) 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Shirley M. Foreman............x113 
DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Unella Baber.......................x103 
ADULT FORMATION (RCIA) 
Deacon Michael V. Jenkins 
SVdP FOOD PANTRY 
Curtis Jones    713.731.2716 
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP 
Agnes Thompson 
HALL MANAGER 
Hilton S. Williams   713.542.0120 
PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE 
Curtis Jones  
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m. 
Sun: 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:15pm 
 

 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekday:   7:00 a.m. 
First Friday:  7:00 a.m. 
Holy Days:   7:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 

CONFESSIONS 
One (1) hour before Weekend Masses or by 
appointment  

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT: 
First Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Adult Choirs 
Wednesdays: 6:30p.m.  
Thursdays: 7:00p.m.  

 Youth Choir   
 4th Saturdays: 12:00 Noon 
CHOIR DIRECTORS: 
Jerry Givens 281.772.9276 
Daniel Guerrero   281.723.9948 
Mikayla Peugh     832.920.6912 
BIBLE STUDY/ADULT CATHECHISM: 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 
Communion for the sick and shut-in is 
available. Please call the parish office to 
make arrangements. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the parish office for information. 
Preparation classes are required for parents 
and godparents. Classes are held on the 1st 
and 2nd Thursdays of the month from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm. Call the Parish Office to 
register for the class.  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest a minimum of six 
months prior to your proposed wedding 
date. 
WELCOME VISITORS/NEWCOMERS 
To register, call or come by the parish office 
or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman 

Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and 
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God 
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community. 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston
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MASS INTENTIONS         
SAT.         12/09/2023                 5:00PM 
Brandi Y. Moore (D) 

Phyllis Moore & Family 
Kelvin Earl (D) -  Jessie Hobbs 
The Burris Family (D)  

Stephanie Goodwin 
Deacon Albert Henry (D) – The Family 
Jamine Johnson (L) – Wanda Johnson 
SUN.         12/10/2023                 7:30AM 

People of the Parish 
SUN.         12/10/2023               10:00AM               
Karen Auzenne (D) – Patricia Session 
Kristina M. Chaney (D) 

Family & Friends 
Audrey Williams Jones (D) 

The Williams Family 
Norman Richardson (D)  

Agnes Thompson 
Bernard & Joyce Thompson (D)  

Marian Richardson & Family 
SUN.         12/10/2023               12:15PM               
Rev. Joseph Doyle, SSJ (D)  

Bonnie & James Jefferson 
Dorothy McNeil (L) 

Cheryl Henderson & Family 
Vernice White (L) – Tywanna Navy 
Deborah Scott & Family (L) – M. Chaney 
James D. Johnson (D) – P.A. Piper 
MON.        12/11/2023                7:00AM  
Ronald Taylor (D) – Tywanna Navy 
Deborah Scott & Family (L) – M. Chaney 
TUE.          12/12/2023                7:00AM  
JoAnne Henderson (L) – Special Intention 
Agnes Williams (L) – Tywanna Navy 
WED.        12/13/2023           7:00AM 
Ozita Pierre-Egby (D) – Tywanna Navy 
Deborah Scott & Family (L) – M. Chaney 
THUR       12/14/2023                7:00AM 
Lucille Sias (D) – Mary Sias 
Allan Jenkins (D) – Tywanna Navy 
FRI            12/15/2023              7:00AM 
Anthony Ellis (D) – Sylvia Spencer 
Deborah Scott & Family (L) – M. Chaney        

 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS 
  

 
 
 
 
 

DEC 9 - 10 
5:00pm..………John & Mary Ridhard 
7:30am…..……Orell & Gloria Dargin 
10:00am…………Bernadette Mitchell 
 
DEC 16 - 17 
5:00pm……………..Ruth Celestine & 

Phyllis Moore 
7:30am……Herbert & Delores Archer  
10:00am……………………Audry Hill 

Donald Abraham, Dcn Alfred 
Abram, Akaycia Addison, 
Azielee Addison, Kayne 

Addison, Nathan Addison IV, Vea 
Barksdale, Mary Clara Barras, Kelly 
Batiste, Hazel S. Brown, Savannah 
Blackwell, Kenyatta Brown, Robert 
Brown, Amber Byas, Julius Cadoree, 
Margaret Cadoree, Nancy Calvin, Sterling 
Certenberg, Dalton Cooper Jr, Frank 
Davis Sr, Rev. Henry Davis SSJ, Marlene 
Davis, Lois Epps, Allison Eskine, Stanley 
Eskine Jr, Annabelle Fontenot, Lawrence 
Frank, Anthony Gobert, Tristian Gore, 
Geraldine Guillory, Beulah Hadrick, 
Mary Hamilton, Mason Harrison, Alvin J. 
Hebert, Donald Henderson, Anthony 
Hicks, Crystal Jackson, Lance G. Johnson 
II, Natalie Johnson, Brooke Joseph, 
Shirley Ann Joseph, Ann Kennerson, Leo 
Kennerson Jr, JoAnn LaSane, Freda 
Lawdins, Roy Lee, Hilary &  Pat Ledet, 
Hazel Lewis, Laurenzia Lewis, Jimmie 
Mack, Eugene Mallery, Charles Martin, 
Shannon Martin, Diane Miles, Cookie 
Mooring, Vy. Rev. William L. Norvel 
SSJ, Carolyn Ollison, Betty Patrick, 
Angela Pena, Cynethia Pichon, Percy 
Pichon Sr, Robin Pichon-Mosley, 
Catherine Pierre, Mildred Pierre, Marcelle 
Prevost, Melody Ratcliff, Elise 
Richmond, John & Christine Roberts, 
Oliver Rose, Brian Russell, Grace 
Russell, Vy. Rev. Michael K. Saah-
Buckman SSJ, Mary Sias, Lillie Sims, 
Joyce Smith, Joyce Stagg, Jeanette 
Steptoe, Mackenzie Swanks, Kennedi 
Swanks, Erma Taylor, Melvin Thomas, 
Irma Toliver, Gemma Walcott, Marie 
White, Agnes Williams, Patricia 
Williams, Terrell Wilson, Janice Woods, 
and all the sick and shut-in in our parish 
family. Let us Know: Call the Parish 
Office when you and/or a family member 
are ill, in the hospital, or having surgery.  
After 30 days, please call the office to 
remain on this list.  

Lord, we pray for all our military 
service members. 
Army: Barbara Baber, Sade Beck, Wadie 
Troy Butler, Patrick Clay Jr, Kalah A. Guidry, 
Kerry Hubbard, Kory Hubbard, LaTroy King, 
Gary Christian Robertson, Anthony Lamar 
Smith II, Jordan T. McCorkle, Essence L. 
Casteel Navy: Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna 
Brown, Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett, 
Courtney Harris, Nia D. Hawkins, Xavier 
Henry, Randolph J. Navy III, Anthony N. 
Russell Air Force: Roderick Jones, Joshua 
Creeks, Joffre Lander  
Marines: Reginald Ward 

SECOND SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

 In today’s 
first reading, 
it is in the 
desert that 

Isaiah 
imagines a 
way of the 
LORD will be 
prepared.  In 

the Gospel, it is from the desert that John 
the Baptist appears on the scene.  Hearing 
these prophets today, let us contemplate 
our own spiritual deserts and listen for 
John’s call for repentance.  May we heed 
that call as we prepare for the Lod with the 
holiness and devoting we hear called for 
in the second reading, devoting ourselves 
to making holy our lives and our world in 
preparation for his coming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

READINGS 
FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday – December 10 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

Psalm 85:9-14 
2 Peter 3:8-14 

Mark 1:1-8 
Monday – December 11 

Saint Damascus I, Pope 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 85:9, 10-14 
Luke 5:17-26 

     Tuesday – December 12 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Zechariah 2:14-17 or  
Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10 

(Psalm) Judith 13:18, 19 
Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 
  Wednesday – December 13 

Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 
Isaiah 40:25-31 

Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10 
Matthew 11:28-30 

Thursday – December 14 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest, 

 Doctor of the Church 
Isaiah 41:13-20 

Psalm 145:1, 9-13 
Matthew 11:11-15 

Friday December 15 
Isaiah 48:17-19 
Psalm 1:1-4, 6 

Matthew 11:16-19 
Saturday December 16 

Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11 
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-1, 18-19 

Matthew 17:9, 10-13 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/image_chooser_list_images.asp?page=2&topic_id=230&keywords=&image_type_id=&entry_date=&image_source_id=&month_logo=&day_image=2/26/2012
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December11..…….……………6:00pm 
6th-10th  Grade – CCE CLASSES 
December 16.….………………9:30am 
PreK-5th Grade – CCE CLASSES 
December 18……NO CCE CLASSES 
The CCE registration fee is $25.00 per 
child and $35.00 per family. A Late 
Registration Fee of $15.00 will be 
applied. If you have any questions call 
(713) 731-2775. 

“CHRISTMAS - A TIME 
FOR GIVING” 

Parishioners are invited to 
submit names of families in 

need of toys for Christmas. You may call 
the Parish Office during regular business 
hours. Please provide the 
Parent/Guardian Name and Phone 
Number, the Child’s Gender and Age. 
The cut-off for names is December 15th, 
no exceptions!  

 The SFX PRISON 
MINISTRY is 
reaching out to our 
parish for your help 

in donating unwrapped toys in the box 
placed in the vestibule of the church and 
the Harris Center. The toys will be 
collected throughout the week of 12/10-
12/15/2023.  They will be given to the 
the children of incarcerated brothers and 
sisters in our neighboring communities.  

THIS WEEKEND’S SECOND 
COLLECTION 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
(Sisters’ Collection) 

 “I read that roughly 95% of donations to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious aid 
senior religious,” a donor writes. “That’s 
wonderful when we truly want our 
donations to work.” Your gift works for 
elderly religious by helping to furnish 
medications, nursing care, and more. 
Please support this week’s collection and 
give to those who have given a lifetime. 

 
In-person Mass attendance on Saturday, 
December 2nd and Sunday, November 
3rd  was  407 and the 7:30am Sunday 
Mass Livestream received 81 views 
online. Please join us via YouTube 
Livestream, or bring a friend to come 
worship with us in the church. 

 

 
VIOLET TERESA BOURDA CHAMP 

1934 - 2023 

 
SIMON CHARLES SMITH 

1937 - 2023 
 

 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
December 17, 2023 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete’ Sunday (Wear pink/rose) 
December 24, 2023 – Christmas Eve 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Morning Mass – 7:30am & 10:00am 
NO 12:15PM MASS 

December 25, 2023-Christmas Day  
NO MIDNIGHT MASS 
Christmas Day Mass – 10:00am  

        CHRISTMAS 
         POINSETTIAS 

                   
Please remember to use your Christmas 
Flowers/Decorations envelope to 
sponsor the Christmas Poinsettias in 
Honor or in Memory of your loved one.  
The minimum donation is $10.00. 

Did you know that Catholics 
can make an Act of Spiritual 

Communion? 
When unable to receive Holy 
Communion, pray the prayer below: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love you above all things and I desire 
to receive you in my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, Come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and 
unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from 
you.                                                   Amen 
 
 
That we don’t take our time on Earth for 
granted and look at each day as a gift from 
God. “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not 
know when the time will come.” - Mark 
13:33 We all take things for granted. In 
particular, we take time for granted. We 
make our lives too busy. We plan our days, 
weeks, months, even years in advance. 
Remember, our time on earth is a gift. 
None of us knows how long we will be 
here. Start today and begin thanking God 
for each and every day. Take time in 
silence, every day, and listen to how God is 
calling you right now to help build His 
kingdom on earth.  

 “Coffee and Conversation 
with the Department of 
Neighborhoods” is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 12th in the Parish Hall from 
10:00am-12:00pm. A Transfer on 
Death Deed Clinic and Resource Fair is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 16th, 
from 9:00am-12:00pm, also in the 
Parish Hall. Join us for both of these 
informative and educational forums. 

 
The 2023 Diocesan Services Fund (DSF) 
Campaign ends on December 31st. We 
are exactly 50% paid toward our Goal of 
$67,000.00. As Catholics, we are called 
to serve one another. We encourage all to 
give to DSF and help serve the poor, feed 
the hungry, and support those in need 
throughout our community.  

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
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SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT (B) 

December 10, 2023 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths” Mark 1:3
 
                                                                        
 
 

To accept Christ, there is One thing 
we MUST all do before Advent ends! 
You and I came into this world separated from 
God. Sin caused a breach between God and 
humankind. "For there is no difference; for all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God" (Romans 
3:22-23). David also said, “Behold, I was born in 
guilt, in sin my mother conceived me” Psalms 51:7. 
Jesus Christ must be in the equation for man to be 
restored to fellowship with God. "For there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). John the Baptist is 
often called the "forerunner" for Christ because he 
prepared the way for Jesus's coming. Advent is the 
season before Christmas which reminds us to repent 
from our sins as we prepare to welcome Christ. 
Repentance is when a person makes a complete 
change of direction (180-degree turn) toward God. 
During Advent, there is ONE thing we MUST 
ALL do before accepting Christ. I went on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Our tour group stayed 
in several hotels during the two weeks. We would 
often journey 10-12 hours during the day and return 
to our hotel rooms exhausted. One day our itinerary 
changed, and we had to leave our hotel rooms at 7 
AM. We returned around 2 PM, and on entering my 
room I noticed it had not been cleaned. I was so 
disappointed because we had a long trip and the only 
thing I wanted to do was shower and go to bed. 
Fortunately, ladies from housekeeping were still 
cleaning on my floor, but they had passed my room. I 
went to one of the empty rooms where a lady was 
cleaning and explained to her my room had not been 
cleaned. We walked out into the hallway, and she 
asked in broken English, “Which your room?” I 
pointed and gave her my room number. She said, 
“Look on door!” When I looked at my door, I noticed 
I had left the “Do Not Disturb” sign on the outside of 
my room. She explained, “We no allowed in rooms  
 

 
 
 
 
when we see sign.” I quickly apologized for leaving 
the sign on the door. She asked me, “Do you want 
room cleaned?” I said, “Yes, please!” She asked, “Do 
you have place to go for 1 hour?” I told her, I would 
grab my swimming trunks, go sit by the pool, and 
come back in an hour. I took the sign down and did 
just that. When I returned, my room was nice and 
clean! Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door. 
I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me” Revelation 3:20. 

 
You must take the “Do Not Disturb” sign from your 
heart and receive Christ. In today's Gospel reading, 
we are told that “People of the whole Judean 
countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were 
going out to him [John the Baptist] and were being 
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they 
acknowledged their sins” Mark 1:5. They were 
removing the “Do Not Disturb” sign from their hearts 
in preparation to receive the One John preached 
about, “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am 
not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of His 
sandals. I have baptized you with water; He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit” Mark 1:7-8.                                                            

<>< Dcn. Jenkins

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
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Please support these businesses.  They support our parish and community. 
For advertising information, contact the Parish Office at (713) 738-2311. 

 

Toren Robinson   713.557.4524  Houston, TX 

Higgins Beauty  
Salon 

3606 Nita St 
Houston, TX 77051 

Karen Higgins 
Owner/Stylist 

Appointments Call: 
(713) 842-1915 

BAKER-JONES CO. 
SINCE  1951 

Air-Conditioning & Heating 
Sales & Service 
  (License No. TACLA 1008) 

(713) 529-3418
                                             

 Levi Moss, Jr.     4116 Caroline St.    
 Ronald K. Moss Houston,TX 77004 

Steven K. Schwartz II, Attorney at Law 

 Probate & Estate Settlement 
Wills & Estate Plans 

713-385-0269
www.SchwartzLawHouston.com 

Smile Makeovers • Invisalign • Implants and Dentures • HSA    
Flex Spending • Most Insurance Accepted         

AARP/Medicare Plans Accepted • 7am Appointments Available 

Dr. Umekei Smith 
KPCLA Court #159 

SHARON A. ZENON
Notary Public 
State Of Texas 

Here to meet all your Notary needs; Please 
call for appointment. Phone: 713-446-4279

www.marykay.com/SDuplechaine

(832) 746-8693

Website:
patriciahebert.inteletravel.com

Contacts:
(832) 619-0348

Email: phebert1947@gmail.com 
Let me handle your travel needs!

Herman J. 
Mabrie, III, M.D.  Justin Mabrie

mailto:j.p.ashiru@gmail.com
mailto:chavis42@sbcglobal.net
stfra
Line


	Parish Office: 713.738.2311; Fax: 713.738.3337
	CCE Office: 713.731.2775; SVdP Food Pantry: 713.731.2716
	Parish Hall: 713.731.2725
	WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com
	E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com
	Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
	Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur
	PASTOR:
	Vy. Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ
	DEACONS:
	Michael V. Jenkins
	Darryl K. Drenon
	Frank J. Laugermann (Retired)
	PARISH SECRETARY
	Shirley M. Foreman............x113
	DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	Unella Baber.......................x103
	ADULT FORMATION (RCIA)
	Deacon Michael V. Jenkins
	SVdP FOOD PANTRY
	Curtis Jones    713.731.2716
	CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP
	Agnes Thompson
	HALL MANAGER
	Hilton S. Williams   713.542.0120
	PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE
	Curtis Jones
	WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
	CONFESSIONS
	CHOIR REHEARSALS:
	Youth Choir
	CHOIR DIRECTORS:
	BIBLE STUDY/ADULT CATHECHISM:
	MASS INTENTIONS

	Bulletin Ad Page_090523.pdf
	Parish Office: 713.738.2311; Fax: 713.738.3337
	CCE Office: 713.731.2775; SVdP Food Pantry: 713.731.2716
	WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com
	E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com
	Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
	Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur
	PASTOR:
	Vy. Rev. Michael K. Saah-Buckman, SSJ
	DEACONS:
	Michael V. Jenkins
	Darryl K. Drenon
	PARISH SECRETARY
	Shirley M. Foreman............x113
	DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	Unella Baber.......................x103
	ADULT FORMATION
	Deacon Michael V. Jenkins
	SVdP FOOD PANTRY
	Curtis Jones    713.731.2716
	CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP
	Agnes Thompson
	HALL MANAGER
	PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE
	Curtis Jones
	WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
	CONFESSIONS
	CHOIR REHEARSALS:
	Combined Adult/Youth Choir:
	CHOIR DIRECTORS:
	BIBLE STUDY/ADULT CATHECHISM:
	MASS INTENTIONS

	Easter Pictures.pdf
	Slide Number 1


	Blank Page



