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 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON) 

Staffed by the Josephites since 1952 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                              JULY 5, 2026 

                                                                                                                                            
4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77051-2857 
Parish Office: 713.738.2311     Fax: 713.738.3337 
Emergency Contact: 409.963.5633     CCE: 713.731.2775  
Parish Hall: 713.731.2725   SVdP Conference: 713.731.2716 
WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com   
E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com 
Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston     YouTube: St. Francis Xavier Houston

PASTOR:                                           
  Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ 
  DEACONS: 
Michael V. Jenkins 
Darryl K. Drenon 
Frank J. Laugermann (Retired) 
SACRISTAN 
Orell Dargin 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Shirley M. Foreman.............x113 
BOOKEEPER 
Stacie Boisseau……............x109 
DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Unella Baber.......................x103 
ADULT FORMATION (OCIA) 
Deacon Michael V. Jenkins 
Tierra Ledet 
ST VINCENT de PAUL CONFERENCE 
Erica Smith  
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP 
Agnes Thompson……….x107 
OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Hope Jackson 
 

HALL MANAGER 
Hilton S. Williams   713.542.0120 
PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE 
Curtis Jones/Eugene Wilson  
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m. 
Sun: 7:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekday (Tue - Fri): 7:00 a.m. 
First Friday:  7:00 a.m. 
Holy Days:   7:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
CONFESSIONS 
One (1) hour before Weekend Masses or by 
appointment  
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT: 
First Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Adult Choirs 
Wednesdays: 6:30p.m.  
Thursdays: 7:00p.m.  
 Youth Choir   
 4th Saturdays: 12:00 Noon 
CHOIR DIRECTOR: 
Jerry Givens    281.772.9276     

VISITATION OF THE SICK Communion 
for the sick and shut-in is available. Please 
call the parish office to make arrangements. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the parish office for information. 
Preparation classes are required for parents and 
godparents. Classes are held on the 1st and 2nd 
Thursdays of the month from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm. Call the Parish Office to register for 
the class.  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest a minimum of six 
months prior to your proposed wedding 
date. 
WELCOME VISITORS/NEWCOMERS 
To register, call or come by the parish office 
or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman 

Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and 
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God 
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community. 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
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READINGS 
FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday – July 5 
Zec 9:9-10 

Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14  
Rom 8:9, 11-13 

Mt 11:25-30 
Monday – July 6 

Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin, Martyr 
Hos 2:16, 17-18, 21-22 

Ps 145:2-9 
Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday – July 7 
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13 
Ps 115:3-7, 8-10 

Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday – July 8 
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 

Ps 105:2-7 
Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday – July 9 
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest 

and Companions, Martyrs 
Hos 11:1-4, 8-9 
Ps 80:2, 3, 15-16 

Mt 10:7-15 
 Friday – July 10 

Hos 14:2-10 
Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17 

Mt 10:16-23 
   Saturday July 11 
Saint Benedict, Abot 

Is 6:1-8 
Ps 93:1-2, 5 
Mt 10:24-33 

MASS INTENTIONS         
SAT            07/04/2026               5:00PM 
Deacon Albert Henry (D) 

The Family 
SUN          07/05/2026                7:30AM 
Eric D’Wonne Henderson (L) 

The Henderson Family 
SUN          07/05/2026              10:00AM 

People of tht Parish 
TUE           07/07/2026               7:00AM 
Joyce Martell (L) – Martell Family 
WED          07/08/2026               7:00AM 
Allan Jenkins (D) – Tywanna Navy 
THUR        07/09/2026               7:00AM 
Marguerite Durall (D)  

The Stephenson Family 
FRI             07/10/2026              7:00AM     
Brian Scott (L)  - Deborah Scott 
SAT            07/11/2026               5:00PM 
Soul of Florence McChristian (D)   

Phyllis Moore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald Abraham,  Akaycia 
Addison, Azielee & Nathan 

Addison IV, Emmoree Addison, 
Kayne Addison, Lauren 

Addison, Zaneta Addison, Mary Jane Albert, 
Joseph Alcendor, Vea Barksdale, Clara 
Barras, Lucille Barriere, Monica Bass, Hattie 
Blackmon, Ivy Bobb, Hazel S. Brown, Dylan 
Broussard, Tommy Burton, Jimmy Byas, 
Julius Cadoree, Nancy Calvin, Nathaniel 
Campbell, Dalton Cooper Jr, Frank Davis Sr, 
Marlene Davis, Dalton & Julia Dean, Mary 
Duplechain, Lois Epps, Paul Garrick Jr, 
Valerie Williams Goode, Betty Goodwin, 
Stella Goodwin, Beulah Hadrick, Mary 
Hamilton, Mason Harrison, Cheryl 
Henderson, Donald Henderson, Edmonia 
Henderson, Anthony Hicks, Alana 
Higginbottom, Diane Houston, Al Jackson Jr, 
Crystal Jackson, Yolanda Jammer, Angela 
Johnson, Deacon Irvin Johnson, Natalie 
Johnson, Carney Ann Jones, Brooke Joseph, 
Louella Kelly, Serral Landry, JoAnn LaSane, 
Barbara Laugermann, Freda Lawdins, Hilary 
& Patricia Ledet, Hazel Lewis, Laurenzia 
Lewis, Eugene Mallery, Charles Martin, 
Shannon Martin, Donald May, Diane Miles, 
Cookie Mooring, Debbie Morris, Angela 
Pena, Cynethia Pichon, Margie Pichon, Percy 
Pichon Sr, Robin Pichon-Mosley, Catherine 
Pierre, Michael Pierre, Mildred Pierre, 
Melody Ratcliff, Susan Rawls, Effie Rems, 
Elise Richmond, John & Christine Roberts, 
Wilson Robertson, Louis Robinson, Oliver 
Rose, Brian Russell, Grace Russell, Very 
Rev. Michael K. Saah-Buckman, SSJ, Kerry 
Samuels, Mary Sias, Kevin Simon, Joyce 
Smith, Joyce Stagg, Jeffery Steptoe, 
Mackenzie Swanks, Kennedi Swanks, Erma 
Taylor, Melvin Thomas, Linda Turner, 
Deshun Vital, Rosa Vital, Gemma Walcott, 
Patricia Williams, Terrell Wilson, Janice 
Woods, Alberta Zenon and all the sick and 
shut-in in our parish family.  

Lord, we pray for all our military service 
members who put their own lives on the 
line to protect our families and country. 
Army: Sade Beck, Jacc Blanks, Wadie 
Troy Butler, Patrick Clay Jr, Kalah A. 
Guidry, Angel Guillory, LaTroy King, 
Essence McMillan, Gary Christian 
Robertson, Anthony Lamar Smith II   
Navy: Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna Brown, 
Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett, Mason 
Guidry, Alexander Guillory Jr, Courtney 
Harris, Nia D. Hawkins-Camp, Xavier 
Henry, Anthony N. Russell, Robert Lee 
Smith  
Air Force: Samuel Houston, Roderick 
Jones, Joshua Creeks, Joffre Lander   
Marines: Reginald Ward 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

 

The king shall come, Zechariah prophesied 
not in chariot with weapons drawn, but on 
a lowly ass, proclaiming peace.  He 
anticipates Jesus telling his disciples that 
he is meek and humble of heart, as we hear 
today. Christ is the king of the Father sent: 
gracious and merciful—as we sing in the 
psalm—slow to anger, greatly kind, and 
compassionate toward us all.  Let us give 
thanks and praise to the Lord, in whom we 
can always find rest. 
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2026-2027 CCE REGISTRATION 
2026-2027 CCE Registration begins 
Tuesday, July 7th, from 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Registration will continue as follows: 

Tues & Wed - 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Fri - 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Classes will begin on Monday, August 
10th at 6:00pm for Jr High and High 
School Students and on Saturday, August 
15th at 9:30am for Pre-K and Elementary 
Students. Call (713) 731-2775 for 
additional information. 

The Knights of 
Peter Claver & 
Ladies Auxiliary 
and St. Francis 
Xavier Church 
will host the 

Annual Sick, Shut-In & Senior Citizens 
Luncheon and Prayer Service (with 
Anointing) on Tuesday, August 4, 2026 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Lunch is free 
but you must sign up to attend. The Sign-
up Sheet is available in the vestibule of the 
church. You may also call the Parish Office 
at (713) 738-2311 during regular business 
hours. RSVP no later than Tuesday, July 
21, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 

As of June 26, 2026: 
Goal -  $79,872.00 
Paid -     $8,722.00 
Owed - $71,150.00 

Each gift joins with others to make Christ’s 
mercy visible in our parishes schools, and 
ministries. In the One, We are One, 
sharing His mission to bring hope, healing, 
and love to all who turn to the Church. May 
our generosity be a true witness of our 
unity in Christ. 
Visit the DSF page: 
https://www.archgh.org/dsf/ 
Donate directly: 
https://archgh.org/dsf#donate 
 

In-person Mass attendance on Saturday, 
June 27th  and Sunday, June 28th     was  
461. The 7:30am Mass Livestream on 
Sunday received 52 views. Please join us 
via YouTube Livestream or bring a friend 
to come and worship with us in the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mary Abodakpi passed away on June 22, 
2026 at the age of 74 yrs. Mrs. Abodakpi is 
the Mother of Philomino Ocloo. Funeral 
arrangements are pending in Ghana, West 
Africa.  
Laura Mae Huntsberry passed away on 
June 25, 2026 at the age of 96 yrs. Mrs. 
Huntsberry is the Sister of Marlene Davis. 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at St. 
Philip Neri Catholic Church on July 11, 
2026 at 11:00am.  
Joseph Herbert White passed away on 
June 29, 2026 at the age of 79 yrs. Mr. 
White is the Brother of Marie White. 
Funeral arrangements are pending in 
Opelousas, LA. 
James A. Joseph passed away on June 30, 
2026 at the age of 84 yrs. Mr. Joseph is the 
Brother of Helen Griffin. Funeral 
arrangements are pending.  

 
EVERY 40 SECONDS, SOMEONE IN 

THE U.S. IS HAVING A STROKE! 
Stroke Scan Plus and St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church will be hosting 
lifesaving, wellness ultrasound screenings 
on Saturday, July 25th. Do you have high 
blood pressure or high cholesterol, 
diabetes, or a family history of heart 
disease, stroke, abdominal aneurysm, or 
internal cancers? If so, do not miss this 
opportunity for early detection of a 
possibly serious disease. These screenings 
are typically NOT performed at your 
annual check-up, and insurance companies 
may not pay for them unless you are 
symptomatic. Stroke Scan Plus will be 
offering them to you for $179 for all 7 
combined ultrasound screenings (Stroke, 
AAA, Thyroid, Liver, Kidneys, & 
Gallbladder). Blood testing will incur an 
additional cost. Insurance is NOT 
necessary, and appointments are limited. 
Stroke Scan will be available at the church 
for you to register on Saturday, July 11th 
- Sunday, July 12th, or please call 832-
437-7355 to schedule an appointment 
today. The screenings will take place in/at 
the St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church. 
Prevention is your key to quality health! 
www.strokescan.com.  

Did you know that Catholics 
can make an Act of Spiritual 
Communion? 
When unable to receive Holy 
Communion, pray the prayer below: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love you above all things and I desire 
to receive you in my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, Come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
you as if you were already there and 
unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from you. 
 
 
That, in gratitude for all that God has 
given us, we joyfully return a portion of 
His gifts to help build His kingdom of 
earth. “For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden light.” - Matthew 11:30 When we 
think of being good stewards, we may 
think that God is asking too much of us 
when He calls us to generously share our 
time, talent and treasure. However, we 
must remember that we are not “owners” 
of anything, we are merely “stewards” of 
the gifts God has given us. All He is 
asking is that we give back a small 
portion, in gratitude, of what He has 
already given to us.   
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Sometimes when things are going against us, it can be 
difficult to be positive about anything. After several 
negative experiences we can be tempted to see 
everything with a veiled eye. Those experiences that 
leave us feeling angry, sad, hurt and disheartened can 
affect our ability to notice all that we still have reason to 
be grateful for. In life’s journey we come across people 
occasionally who have little to nothing good to say about 
anyone or any situation. Perhaps they have had deeply 
negative experiences in life, and this has left them with a 
negative outlook on everything. 
Jesus had particularly good reason to be negative about 
many of his contemporaries. Yet, the rejection and 
indifference that he repeatedly experienced with his own 
community did not leave him bitter. The negative 
experiences that he had did not blind him to all the good 
that was happening around him and for which he could 
be grateful. Having complained about the Scribes, the 
Pharisees, the High Priests, he then went on to give 
thanks and praise to God for all those who were 
responding to what God was doing in and through him.  
That is what we find Jesus doing in today’s gospel 
reading. Many of those who would have been considered 
the least significant in the land were seeing what the 
wise and intelligent were failing to see; they were 
recognizing God’s presence in Jesus. Jesus could say to 
this group, ‘Come to me,’ in the knowledge that they 
would respond. Jesus had that vision to recognize the 
signs of life in what seemed empty or dead. He was 
attuned to the mysterious ways in which God was 
working even when what was more obvious were the 
ways that people were turning away from God. Even 
after many negative experiences of failure and rejection, 
he knew that that there were many reasons why God 
should be praised and thanked.  
In St Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he called on the 
church to give thanks in all circumstances. He did not 
say, give thanks for all circumstance, but, rather, in all 
circumstances. Certainly, this was true of Jesus; he gave 
thanks and praise at all times, even when there appeared  
 

 
 
to be little reason for blessing and praising God. Unlike 
Jesus, we may be inclined to bless and praise God only 
when we feel that all is going well. We can be slow to 
see the workings of God in situations that fall short of 
our hopes and expectations. In our own personal lives, 
when we find ourselves struggling against the storms 
and obstacles in our lives, as I said in last week’s 
homily, we might be tempted to think that God is absent. 
Yet, God is always at work, even in the most distressing 
experiences and in the most unpromising of situations.  
The readings today suggest that it is easy to miss the 
many ways that the Lord is moving among us. The 
prophet Zachariah in the first reading announced the 
arrival of a king who would come humble and riding on 
a donkey. People of that culture did not expect kings to 
ride on donkeys but on war horses. If they saw someone 
coming towards them on a donkey, they would never 
suspect that he was a king. Zechariah was suggesting to 
the people that God’s messenger will come to them in 
very ordinary and, to many, very unpromising ways. As 
a result, they might fail to notice him when he is among 
them. 
It is certainly hard to image anything less promising than 
a crucified man, and yet, in that man God was reaching 
out to humanity in love. The evangelists suggest that the 
Roman centurion was one of very few to recognize the 
powerful presence of God in this most bleak of 
moments. Indeed, Luke tells us that when the centurion 
saw what had taken place, he praised God. He saw more 
deeply than most; he recognized that God was 
powerfully at work in this human being who was 
laboring and overburdened and so praise came from his 
heart and lips. 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus assures us that he is 
especially near to us when we are laboring under the 
weight of some heavy burden. In those dark times when 
we might be tempted to think that the Lord has 
abandoned us, he is calling out to us to come to him. 
Even in such times, there is good reason, then, to praise 
and thank God. We should continue to pray for the 
spiritual eyes to see the signs of the Lord’s presence in 
our own painful moments. 
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Please support these businesses.  They support our parish and community. 
For advertising information, contact the Parish Office at (713) 738-2311. 

 Higgins Beauty  
Salon 

3606 Nita St 
Houston, TX 77051 

Karen Higgins 
Owner/Stylist 

Appointments Call: 
(713) 842-1915 

BAKER-JONES CO. 
SINCE  1951 

Air-Conditioning & Heating 
Sales & Service 
  (License No. TACLA 1008) 

(713) 529-3418
Ronald K. Moss - President
Justin Moss - Vice President 

Steven K. Schwartz II, Attorney at Law 

 Probate & Estate Settlement 
Wills & Estate Plans 

713-385-0269
www.SchwartzLawHouston.com 

Smile Makeovers • Invisalign • Implants and Dentures • HSA    
Flex Spending • Most Insurance Accepted         

AARP/Medicare Plans Accepted • 7am Appointments Available 

Dr. Umekei Smith 
KPCLA Court #159 

SHARON A. ZENON
Notary Public 
State Of Texas 

Here to meet all your Notary needs; Please 
call for appointment. Phone: 713-446-4279

Website:
patriciahebert.inteletravel.com

Contacts:
(409) 223-2372

Email: phebert1947@gmail.com 
Let me handle your travel needs!

Herman J. 
Mabrie, III, M.D.

 Justin Mabrie

We support the Catholic Faith 
and appreciate your support. Come for a 
tour or schedule a preneed or call us in your time 
of need.

Mark Gibson
PRESIDENT & CEO

6605 Schurmier Road*Houston, Texas 77048 
Preplanning, Funeral Services & Cremations 
Direct: 713-301-9021  Main: 346-618-5284
mgibson@havenmemorial.com
www.havenmemorial.com

At Haven:
- Ship-Outs
- Coffee Bar
- Flower Shop
- Reception Areas
- Grief Counseling

"Quality that you can see, a name that you can trust"

Place your
Ad here!

REGGIE RUSSELL REALTORS
1325 Almeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77047

(713) 434-9999

We encourage you to come by 
for a  tour, reach out for at-
need service coordination, or 
meet with us to develop a pre-
need plan.

mailto:j.p.ashiru@gmail.com
mailto:chavis42@sbcglobal.net
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