
GIVE without Cash or Check 
TEXT-TO-GIVE 

          Text $ amount to 281-949-7600   
 

            Save the number as a contact in  
             your mobile phone for easy giving. 

 

 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON) 

Staffed by the Josephites since 1952 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                           SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

                                                                                                                                            
4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77051-2857 
Parish Office: 713.738.2311     Fax: 713.738.3337 
Emergency Contact: 409.963.5633     CCE: 713.731.2775  
Parish Hall: 713.731.2725   SVdP Conference: 713.731.2716 
WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com   
E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com 
Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston     YouTube: St. Francis Xavier Houston
PASTOR:                                           

  Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:                                           

  Rev. Alexander Lema, SSJ 
  DEACONS: 
Michael V. Jenkins 
Darryl K. Drenon 
Frank J. Laugermann (Retired) 
SACRISTAN 
Orell Dargin 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Shirley M. Foreman.............x113 
BOOKEEPER 
Stacie Boisseau……............x109 
DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Unella Baber.......................x103 
ADULT FORMATION (OCIA) 
Deacon Michael V. Jenkins 
Tierra Ledet 
ST VINCENT de PAUL CONFERENCE 
Erica Smith…………..(713) 731-2716 
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP 
Agnes Thompson……….x107 
OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Hope Jackson 

 
HALL MANAGER 
Hilton S. Williams   713.542.0120 
PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE 
Curtis Jones/Eugene Wilson  
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m. 
Sun: 7:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekday (Tue - Fri): 7:00 a.m. 
First Friday:  7:00 a.m. 
Holy Days:   7:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
CONFESSIONS 
One (1) hour before Weekend Masses or by 
appointment  
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT: 
First Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Adult Choirs 
Wednesdays: 6:30p.m.  
Thursdays: 7:00p.m.  
 Youth Choir   
 4th Saturdays: 12:00 Noon 
CHOIR DIRECTOR: 
Jerry Givens    281.772.9276     

VISITATION OF THE SICK Communion 
for the sick and shut-in is available. Please 
call the parish office to make arrangements. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the parish office for information. 
Preparation classes are required for parents and 
godparents. Classes are held on the 1st and 2nd 
Thursdays of the month from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm. Call the Parish Office to register for 
the class.  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest a minimum of six 
months prior to your proposed wedding 
date. 
WELCOME VISITORS/NEWCOMERS 
To register, call or come by the parish office 
or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman 

Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and 
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God 
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community. 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday – September 6 

Ez 33:7-9 
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 
Rom 13:8-10 
Mt 18:15-20 

Monday – September 7 
1 Cor 5:1-8 

Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 
Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday – September 8 
The Nativity of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mi 5:1-4 or Rom 8:28-30 

Ps 13:6 
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Wednesday – September 9 
Saint Peter Claver, Priest 

1 Cor 7:25-31 
Ps 45:11-12, 14-17 

Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday – September 10 

1 Cor 8:7, 11-13 
Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 23-24 

Lk 6:27-38 
Friday – September 11 

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-27 
Ps 84:3-6, 12 
Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday September 12 
The Most Holy Name of the 

 Blessed Virgin Mary 
1 Cor 10:14-22 

Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 
Lk 6:43-49 

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS         
SAT            09/05/2026               5:00PM 
Deacon Albert Henry (D) – The Family 
SUN           09/06/2026                7:30AM 
Mable Lee Chavis (D) 

The Edward Ray Chavis Family 
SUN           09/07/2026              10:00AM 
Alton Mayon & Brothers (D) 

Family of Alton Mayon 
TUE           09/08/2026               7:00AM 
George J. Breaux (D) 

M/M Andrew Gomex 
WED          09/09/2026               7:00AM 
Thom Burney (D) 

The Stephenson Family 
THUR        09/10/2026               7:00AM 
Cynthia & Robin Charles & Sons (L)  

Cynthia Charles 
FRI             09/11/2026              7:00AM     
Victims of 911 (D) - Judy Johnson 
SAT            09/12/2026               5:00PM 

People of the Parish 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donald Abraham,  Akaycia 
Addison, Azielee & Nathan 
Addison IV, Emmoree 
Addison, Kayne Addison, 
Lauren Addison, Zaneta 

Addison, Mary Jane Albert, Vea Barksdale, 
Adrian Barnes, Adrienne Barnes, Clara Barras, 
Lucille Barriere, Monica Bass, Hattie 
Blackmon, Ivy Bobb, Hazel S. Brown, Dylan 
Broussard, Tommy Burton, Jimmy Byas, Julius 
Cadoree, Nancy Calvin, Nathaniel Campbell, 
Dalton Cooper Jr, Frank Davis Sr, Marlene 
Davis, Dalton & Julia Dean, Joe Dixon, Mary 
Duplechain, Lois Epps, Paul Garrick Jr, Rosella 
Gibson, Valerie Williams Goode, Betty 
Goodwin, Stella Goodwin, Beulah Hadrick, 
Mary Hamilton, Mason Harrison, Cheryl 
Henderson, Donald Henderson, Edmonia 
Henderson, Baby Kingsley Hernandez, 
Anthony Hicks, Alana Higginbottom, Diane 
Houston, Al Jackson Jr, Crystal Jackson, 
Angela Johnson, Deacon Irvin Johnson, Natalie 
Johnson, Brooke Joseph, Kenneth King Jr, 
Carolyn Richard Lablanc, Lydia & Joseph 
Landry, Serral Landry, JoAnn LaSane, Barbara 
Laugermann, Hilary & Patricia Ledet, Hazel 
Lewis, Laurenzia Lewis, Eugene Mallery, 
Charles Martin, Shannon Martin, Donald May, 
Diane Miles, Cookie Mooring, Debbie Morris, 
Stephanie Morris, Yusuf Muwwakkil, Angela 
Pena, Deborah Peron, Cynethia Pichon, Margie 
Pichon, Percy Pichon Sr, Robin Pichon-
Mosley, Catherine Pierre, Michael Pierre, 
Mildred Pierre, Melody Ratcliff, Susan Rawls, 
Effie Rems, Alan Richard & Family, Elise 
Richmond, John & Christine Roberts, Wilson 
Robertson, Louis Robinson, Oliver Rose, Brian 
Russell, Very Rev. Michael K. Saah-Buckman, 
SSJ, Kerry Samuels, Kevin Simon, Joyce 
Smith, Joyce Stagg, Jeffery Steptoe, Walter 
Strickland, Mackenzie Swanks, Kennedi 
Swanks, Erma Taylor, Melvin Thomas, Gemma 
Walcott, Patricia Williams, Terrell Wilson, 
Janice Woods, Alberta Zenon and all the sick 
and shut-in in our parish family.  

Lord, we pray for all our military 
service members who put their own 
lives on the line to protect our families 
and country. 
Army: Sade Beck, Jacc Blanks, Wadie Troy 
Butler, Patrick Clay Jr, Kalah A. Guidry, 
Angel Guillory, LaTroy King, Essence 
McMillan, Gary Christian Robertson, 
Anthony Lamar Smith II  
Navy: Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna Brown, 
Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett, Mason 
Guidry, Alexander Guillory Jr, Courtney 
Harris, Nia D. Hawkins-Camp, Xavier Henry, 
Anthony N. Russell, Robert Lee Smith  
Air Force: Samuel Houston, Roderick Jones, 
Joshua Creeks, Joffre Lander  
Marines: Reginald Ward 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

A plan for resolving conflict is laid out in 
today’s gospel. What isn’t there, however, is 
any sort of a guarantee that all will go 
smoothly, that the correction will be 
welcomed and heeded. Suppose it isn’t – 
what then? There are two options presented: 
hold onto grievance, binding ourselves to the 
perpetual judgment of someone and binding 
the offending individual to our anger; or to 
trust we have made our best effort and then 
let go in grace, freeing ourselves from the 
weight of anger and freeing the other for a 
possible encounter with those who may be 
able to offer what we could not. When we 
gather to discern in the name of Love, in the 
spirit of Mercy, in the light of Peace, Jesus is 
there, among us. The desire to both tell one’s 
truth and listen authentically to the truth of 
another is no small thing. It takes 
vulnerability, curiosity, honesty, and a desire 
for the greatest good for the whole. Binding 
and loosing is not to be done casually.  

Sr. Kimberley King,RSCJ 
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2026-2027 CCE REGISTRATION 
2026-2027 CCE Registration will be 
accepted in the CCE Office as follows: 

Monday - 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Saturday - 9:30am to 11:30am 

Classes are every Monday at 6:00pm for Jr 
High and High School Students and 
Saturday at 9:30am for Pre-K and 
Elementary Students.  
September 7  
NO 6th – 10th CCE CLASSES  
September 12…………………….9:30am  
PreK – 5th CCE CLASSES 
September 14…………………...6:00pm  
6th – 10th CCE CLASSES  
September 19…………………….9:30am  
PreK – 5th CCE CLASSES 
September 21…………………...6:00pm  
6th – 10th CCE CLASSES  
Call (713) 731-2775 for additional 
information. 

2026-2027 OCIA REGISTRATION 
RCIA Classes are every Thursday at 
6:00pm. The Registration Form can be 
found on the Parish Website: 
www.sfxhouston.com  

   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The St. Francis Xavier St. Vincent de 
Paul Conference will meet on Tuesday, 
September 8th, at 6:00pm in the Harris 
Center Auditorium. 

WELCOME OUR NEW 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REV. ALEXANDER BARIAALA LEMA, SSJ 
Father Lema was born in Bodo, Rivers 
State, Nigeria on September 15, 1995. He 
first learned about the Josephites through 
the Missionaries of St. Paul, which partners 
with the Josephites in Nigeria. As he 
discerned a vocation to the priesthood, he 
felt called to missionary life in a religious 
community, and the Josephites 
commitment to social justice and ministry 
among African Americans further 
strengthened that call. He was admitted to 
the Josephite Formation Program in 
Nigeria in 2013 and later to the Formation 
Program in the USA in 2021. He received 
a Master of Divinity degree at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, DC. 
His Pastoral Interns have taken him to Sts. 
Raymond/Leo the Great, New Orleans, LA 
(2021), Corpus Christi/Epiphany Church, 
New Orleans, LA (2022), and Holy Family 
Church, Baytown, TX (2024). Father Lema 
served his Diaconate assignment at Our 
Lady of Grace Church in Reserve, LA., 
where he participated in religious 
education classes for children, moderated a 
young adult group and visited the sick and 
shut in. Father Lema was Ordained to the 
Priesthood on May 30, 2026, at Church of 
the Incarnation in Washington, DC. We 
welcome Father Lema to St. Francis Xavier 
Church and express our sincere gratitude 
that he said “Yes” to God’s call to follow 
Jesus Christ as a priest!  
 
In-person Mass attendance on Saturday, 
August 29th and Sunday, August 30th      was 
494. The 7:30am Mass Livestream on 
Sunday received 88 views. Please join us via 
YouTube Livestream or bring a friend to 
come and worship with us in the church. 

Did you know that Catholics 
can make an Act of Spiritual 
Communion? 
When unable to receive Holy 
Communion, pray the prayer below: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above 
all things, and I desire to receive you in my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
you sacramentally, Come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as 
if you were already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to be 
separated from you. 
 
 
That we go beyond the minimum required 
and give generously in proportion to what 
God has given each of us. “You, son of 
man, I have appointed watchman for the 
house of Israel…” - Ezekiel 33:7 Many of 
us are generous with our gifts. However, 
many of us are not generous in proportion 
to the gifts we have been given. How often 
do we give at the minimum level required? 
Remember, the Lord calls us to nurture and 
develop our gifts and to give back with 
increase. He calls us to be generous with all 
the gifts, especially the one that means the 
most to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As of September 1, 2026: 

Goal -  $79,872.00 
Paid -   $17,847.00 
Owed - $62,025.00 
Donors – 82 
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A) 

 
 

I am sure that most of us could name people who 
influenced us for the better during our lives. Many of us, in 
this regard, will think of our parents, or some teacher or a 
good friend or a sports coach. These are people who helped 
to bring the best out in us. They took an interest in us; they 
encouraged us when we needed encouragement, and they 
might have challenged us as well when we were losing the 
run of ourselves. Their challenging word was probably 
more difficult to hear than their encouraging word, but deep 
down we knew that both sets of words were coming from 
the same source, from a heart that cared and was interested. 
These people felt a certain sense of responsibility for us. 

I am sure you are familiar with the story of Cain and Abel 
in the book of Genesis. After Cain killed Abel, the Lord 
said to Cain: ‘Where is your brother?’ and Cain replied, ‘I 
do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?’ That question of 
Cain has echoed down through the ages, ‘Am I my 
brother’s or sister’s keeper?’ ‘Am I responsible for others?’ 
The message of the gospel is very clear that, in a very 
fundamental way, we are responsible for each other. We 
need, in a sense, to be looking out for each other. That 
strong gospel value is clear in the gospel reading today. A 
clear procedure is offered there for dealing with a member 
of the church, a fellow disciple in faith, or someone who 
has gone astray. In other words, it is taken for granted that 
if someone is clearly doing wrong, and, to that extent, is on 
a self-destructive course, it is the responsibility of everyone 
in the community to somehow bring that person to their 
senses.  

The particular procedure for doing that, which the gospel 
reading suggests, is not necessarily one that we might be 
inclined to adopt today. However, what is still valid for us 
today is that, as fellow faithful pilgrims, we are, to some 
extent, responsible for each other, and we do need to be 
looking out for each other. None of us journeys to God 
alone. We travel that journey together, and we are 
dependent on each other to travel it well. As believers, we 
need the encouragement and the challenge that only other 
believers can provide. 

It is serious to realize that we are called to bring each other 
to the Lord. There are many examples in the gospels of 
individuals who lived out that calling very fully. The 

Samaritan woman comes to mind, one of my favorite 
gospel stories. Having met the Lord for herself, she left the 
well and went back to her town and started to bring other 
Samaritans to the well, to the Lord. What she did so well is 
what we are all called to do. The Lord worked through her 
to nurture faith in others. The Lord works through each of 
us to touch the lives of others, to draw others to him. In a 
sense, the Lord has made himself dependent on us. Yet, we 
are aware that as well as leading each other to the Lord, we 
can also block each other from making deeper contact with 
the Lord. 

 You remember last Sunday’s gospel reading where Jesus 
addressed Peter as a stumbling stone. Peter, by his attitude, 
was effectively blocking Jesus from taking the path that 
God was calling him to take. When we look at Peter, all we 
can say is ‘there but for the grace of God go I.’ Any one of 
us can become a stumbling stone for another, or for several 
others. We can bring each other to the Lord or lead each 
other away from him. That is the awesome influence and 
responsibility that we have. In the gospels, Jesus is quite 
severe on those who prove a stumbling stone to others:  In 
Matthew 18:6 Jesus says, ‘If any of you put a stumbling 
stone before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened 
around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the 
sea.’ We need to be mindful of the influence that we have 
on each other’s relationship with the Lord – an influence 
that can be for good or for bad.  

As a priest/ pastor, I am obliged to respond generously to 
the Lord’s call in my own life. Through my service to the 
Church and the people of God, I am building up the faith all 
those around me. When I turn away from the Lord’s call in 
my own life, I am undermining their faith. When we do not 
live the values of the gospel, we are making it more 
difficult for others to do so. However, when we strive to 
live the values of the gospel, we are helping others to do the 
same, even if my living of the gospel appears to be bearing 
little fruit in others. Sometimes it is not given to us to see 
the fruit of our own efforts. Yet, we can be confident that to 
the extent that we allow Christ to live in us, we will also be 
creating a space for Christ Jesus to live in others.  
 

http://www.sfxhouston.com/
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Please support these businesses.  They support our parish and community. 
For advertising information, contact the Parish Office at (713) 738-2311. 

 Higgins Beauty  
Salon 

3606 Nita St 
Houston, TX 77051 

Karen Higgins 
Owner/Stylist 

Appointments Call: 
(713) 842-1915 

BAKER-JONES CO. 
SINCE  1951 

Air-Conditioning & Heating 
Sales & Service 
  (License No. TACLA 1008) 

(713) 529-3418
Ronald K. Moss - President
Justin Moss - Vice President 

Steven K. Schwartz II, Attorney at Law 

 Probate & Estate Settlement 
Wills & Estate Plans 

713-385-0269
www.SchwartzLawHouston.com 

Smile Makeovers • Invisalign • Implants and Dentures • HSA    
Flex Spending • Most Insurance Accepted         

AARP/Medicare Plans Accepted • 7am Appointments Available 

Dr. Umekei Smith 
KPCLA Court #159 

SHARON A. ZENON
Notary Public 
State Of Texas 

Here to meet all your Notary needs; Please 
call for appointment. Phone: 713-446-4279

Website:
patriciahebert.inteletravel.com

Contacts:
(409) 223-2372

Email: phebert1947@gmail.com 
Let me handle your travel needs!

Herman J. 
Mabrie, III, M.D.

 Justin Mabrie

We support the Catholic Faith 
and appreciate your support. Come for a 
tour or schedule a preneed or call us in your time 
of need.

Mark Gibson
PRESIDENT & CEO

6605 Schurmier Road*Houston, Texas 77048 
Preplanning, Funeral Services & Cremations 
Direct: 713-301-9021  Main: 346-618-5284
mgibson@havenmemorial.com
www.havenmemorial.com

At Haven:
- Ship-Outs
- Coffee Bar
- Flower Shop
- Reception Areas
- Grief Counseling

"Quality that you can see, a name that you can trust"

Place your
Ad here!

REGGIE RUSSELL REALTORS
1325 Almeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77047

(713) 434-9999

We encourage you to come by 
for a  tour, reach out for at-
need service coordination, or 
meet with us to develop a pre-
need plan.

mailto:j.p.ashiru@gmail.com
mailto:chavis42@sbcglobal.net
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