ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH

(ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON)

Parish Office: 713.738.2311
Emergency Contact: 409.963.5633

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORD

W

INARY TIME
i S

4600 REED ROAD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77051-2857
Fax: 713.738.3337

CCE: 713.731.2775
Parish Hall: 713.731.2725 SVdP Conference: 713.731.2716
WEB Address: http://www.sfxhouston.com

E-MAIL: stfrancishou@sfxhouston.com

Parish Office Hours: Tues-Wed 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Staffed by the Josephites since 1952

e

Fri 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Closed on Mon & Thur

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCatholicChurchHouston

PASTOR:

Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ
PAROCHIAL VICAR:

Rev. Alexander Lema, SSJ
DEACONS:

Michael V. Jenkins

Darryl K. Drenon

Frank J. Laugermann (Retired)

SACRISTAN

Orell Dargin

PARISH SECRETARY

Shirley M. Foreman............. x113
BOOKEEPER

Stacie Boisseau..................x109

DIR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Unella Baber....................... x103
ADULT FORMATION (OCIA)
Deacon Michael V. Jenkins

Tierra Ledet

ST VINCENT de PAUL CONFERENCE
Erica Smith.............. (713) 731-2716
CONTRIBUTIONS/MEMBERSHIP
Agnes Thompson.......... x107
OFFICE ASSISTANT

Hope Jackson

HALL MANAGER

Hilton S. Williams 713.542.0120
PLANT MANAGER/MAINTENANCE
Curtis Jones/Eugene Wilson

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Sat: Vigil 5:00 p.m.

Sun: 7:30 am. & 10:00 a.m.
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday (Tue - Fri): 7:00 a.m.

First Friday: 7:00 a.m.
Holy Days: 7:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
CONFESSIONS

One (1) hour before Weekend Masses or by
appointment

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT:

First Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
CHOIR REHEARSALS:

Adult Choirs

Wednesdays: 6:30p.m.

Thursdays: 7:00p.m.

Youth Choir

4" Saturdays: 11:30a.m.

CHOIR DIRECTOR:

Jerry Givens 281.772.9276

OCTOBER 18, 2026

% >

MISSION STATEMENT
We, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ as expressed in the beliefs and traditions of the Holy Roman
Catholic Church. Through a passion for righteousness and
consciousness of duty to God, we uphold the faithful worship of God
in our mission to our church family and the Sunnyside Community.

YouTube: St. Francis Xavier Houston

VISITATION OF THE SICK Communion
for the sick and shut-in is available. Please
call the parish office to make arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Please call the parish office for information.
Preparation classes are required for parents and
godparents. Classes are held on the 1% and 2™
Thursdays of the month from 6:00pm to
8:00pm. Call the Parish Office to register for
the class.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact a priest a minimum of six
months prior to your proposed wedding
date.

WELCOME VISITORS/NEWCOMERS
To register, call or come by the parish office
or visit our website at:www.sfxhouston.com

GIVE without Cash
Or Check
TEXT-TO-GIVE
Text $ amount to
281-949-7600



http://www.sfxhouston.com/
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St. Francs Xavier Catholic Church

MASS INTENTIONS
SAT 10/17/2026 5:00PM
Soul of Florence McChristian (D)
M/M Barnes, Alex, La.
SUN 10/18/2026 7:30AM
People of the Parish
SUN 10/18/2026 10:00AM
Jerry Givens (L) — Special Intention
TUE 10/20/2026 7:00AM
Mary Abodakpi (D) — The Ocloo Family
WED 10/21/2026 7:00AM
Marcelle Provost (D)
Shirley Edwards & Family
THUR 10/22/2026 7:00AM
Irma Charles (D) — Charles Family
FRI 10/23/2026 7:00AM
Jake (L) - Judy Johnson
SAT 10/24/2026 5:00PM
Sharon Ward (L) — The Goodwin Family
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In recognition of all breast cancer
survivors, we are asking parishioners to
wear pink on the weekend of October
24™ and 25,

3

We Roar Agamst
Breast Cancer

Friday, October 30,2026 | 1T0AM - 1PM
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COVETTA BLANKS

2 years Breast Cancer Survivor

Join us| 'n -person

713-313-1233 | comiveommunity tsu
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View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please Donald Abraham, Akaycia
Py Addison, Azielee & Nathan
for. Addison IV, Emmoree

Addison, Kayne Addison,

Lauren Addison, Zaneta Addison, Mary Jane
Albert, Vea Barksdale, Adrienne Barnes,
Clara Barras, Monica Bass, Hattie Blackmon,
Ivy Bobb, Hazel S. Brown, Tommy Burton,
Jimmy Byas, Julius Cadoree, Nancy Calvin,
Nathaniel Campbell, Dalton Cooper Jr, Frank
Davis Sr, Marlene Davis, Dalton & Julia
Dean, Wanda & Joe Dixon, Michael Dozier,
Mary Duplechain, Victoria Eaglin, Lois
Epps, Paul Garrick Jr, E. J. Gary, Valerie
Williams Goode, Betty Goodwin, Stella
Goodwin, Beulah Hadrick, Lolita Hall, Mary
Hamilton, Mason  Harrison,  Cheryl
Henderson, Donald Henderson, Anthony
Hicks, Alana Higginbottom, Diane Houston,
Al Jackson Jr, Crystal Jackson, Angela
Johnson, Dcn Irvin Johnson, Natalie
Johnson, Brooke Joseph, Kenneth King Jr,
Lydia & Joseph Landry, Serral Landry,
JoAnn LaSane, Barbara Laugermann, Hilary
& Patricia Ledet, Hazel Lewis, Laurenzia
Lewis, Eugene Mallery, Charles Martin,
Shannon Martin, Donald May, Diane Miles,
Cookie Mooring, Debbie Morris, Yusuf
Muwwakkil, Angela Pena, Deborah Peron,
Cynethia Pichon, Margie Pichon, Percy
Pichon Sr, Robin Pichon-Mosley, Catherine
Pierre, Michael Pierre, Mildred Pierre,
Melody Ratcliff, Susan Rawls, Effie Rems,
Elise Richmond, John & Christine Roberts,
Wilson Robertson, Louis Robinson, Oliver
Rose, Brian Russell, Very Rev. Michael K.
Saah-Buckman, SSJ, Mario Salinas, Kerry
Samuels, Kevin Simon, Joyce Smith, Joyce
Stagg, Jeffery Steptoe, Walter Strickland,
Mackenzie Swanks, Kennedi Swanks, Erma
Taylor, Melvin Thomas, Linda Turner,
Deshun Vital, Gemma Walcott, Patricia
Williams, Patricia Wiltz, Terrell Wilson,
Janice Woods, Alberta Zenon and all the sick
and shut-in in our parish family.

Lord, we pray for all our military service
members who put their own lives on the
line to protect our families and country.

Army: Sade Beck, Jacc Blanks, Wadie
Troy Butler, Patrick Clay Jr, Kalah A.
Guidry, Angel Guillory, LaTroy King,

Essence McMillan, Gary  Christian

Robertson, Anthony Lamar Smith II

Navy: Alvin Balthazar, Debreanna Brown,
Jermaine Ceaser, Kevin Crockett, Mason
Guidry, Alexander Guillory Jr, Courtney
Harris, Nia D. Hawkins-Camp, Xavier
Henry, Anthony N. Russell, Robert Lee
Smith  Air Force: Samuel Houston,
Roderick Jones, Joshua Creeks, Joffre
Lander Marines: Reginald Ward

October 18, 2026

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

God’s preeminence is

"GIVE TO CAESAR R N X
wHaTisCaesar's, | highlighted in today’s
AN TOIECn reading. Isaiah
WHAT IS GOD'Ss." N
amezzat proclaims that God

was the force behind
the pagan king Cyrus
when he defeated the
Babylonians and
allowed the Chosen
People to return to the
promised land, even though he certainly
didn’t realize it. Paul tells the
Thessalonians that God chose them in
Christ. Finally, Jesus tells the Pharisees
that they should comply with Caesar’s tax,
but it is more important to repay God for
all God’s gifts. So ought we, as we sing in
the psalm, give the Lord glory and honor.

READINGS
FOR THE WEEK

= Sunday — October 18
Is 45:1, 4-6
Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10
1 Thes 1:1-5
Mt 22:15-21
EMonday — October 19
Saints John de Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues,
Priests, & Companions, Martyrs
Eph 2:1-10
Ps 100:1-5
Lk 12:13-21

B[] Tuesday — October 20
Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest
Eph 2:12-22
Ps 85:9, 10-14
Lk 12:35-38
B Wednesday — October 21
Eph 3:2-12
(Ps) 12:2-3, 4-6
Lk 12:39-48
B[] Thursday — October 22
Saint John Paul II, Pope
Eph 3:14-21
Ps 33:1-2,4-5, 11-112, 18-19
Lk 12:49-53
B[] Friday — October 23
Saint John of Capistrano, Priest
Eph 4:1-6
Ps 24:1-4, 5-6
Lk 12:54-59
B[] Saturday October 24
Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop
Eph 4:7-16
Ps 122:1-5
Lk 13:1-9

Bulletin Deadline: Ten (10) days prior to the publication date
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2026-2027 CCE CLASSES

2026-2027 CCE Registration will be

accepted in the CCE Office as follows:
Monday - 6:00pm to 8:00pm
Saturday - 9:30am to 11:30am

A Late Fee of $15 will be applied after

December 7, 2026.

Classes are as follows:

October 19......covviiiiii i, 6:00pm
6" — 10" CCE CLASSES
October24.........oovviiiiiiinn. .. 9:30am
PreK — 5 CCE CLASSES

October 26.......oovviviiiiniin, 6:00pm
6" — 10" CCE CLASSES
October31.......ooooiiiiiiiiin . 9:30am
PreK — 5" CCE CLASSES
October31........cooviiiiiia. 11:00am

TRUNK OR TREAT!!!

2026-2027 OCIA CLASSES
OCIA Classes are every Thursday at
6:00pm. The Registration Form can be
found on the Parish Website:
www.sfxhouston.com

" Date: October 31, 2026 &
+ Time: 11am - 1pm ©
W Location: 4600 Reed Rd. Q@

5 ( Please bring one canned food donation per chi
Z | = Thank you for supporting our community!

All are welcome! Fun, safe, and family-friendly « Free Event

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Disciple Maker
Index Survey is Open!
Our parish is on a journey
to know, love, and serve
Christ as a parish
community. Together we
must embrace Christ’s
vision for missionary discipleship so our
parish can thrive and be a place for others to
grow together in faith. The very first step in
this process involves assessing our greatest
strengths and opportunities, and that is
where the Disciple Maker Index (DMI)
comes in! The DMI is an important survey
tool that invites you to reflect on your
discipleship journey.
Go to the following link to take the DMI
survey today:
www.survey.catholicleaders.org/d/d03g8b
— Your input helps strengthen our parish
— Results help leadership prepare for the
future
— A report of the findings will be shared with
you
If you prefer a paper-copy, you may pick up
your survey in the Lobby of the Church and
the Harris Center. To submit the completed
paper survey, please drop off in the Mail
Drop. We are blessed in so many ways.
Please continue to pray for this intention and
for the growth and protection of our parish.

2027 MASS INTENTION
REQUESTS

Mass Intention Request Forms for 2027 will
be available on November 1%. We can accept
only one intention per Mass. Each Mass is
said for one person, living spouses or one
family. To allow everyone an opportunity to
get Mass Intentions approved, please note the
following restrictions when submitting your
requests:

1. A Mass may be offered for the same
individual no more than two times per
month (24 times per year).

2. A Mass intention can be scheduled no
more than one calendar year in advance,
beginning on November 1.

3. You may request only one (1) Mass per
Month on a Weekend (Saturday/Sunday)

4. You may request only one (1) Mass per
Week on a Weekday (Tuesday through
Friday).

5. Requests will be honored on a first-come,
first-served basis in the order in which the
request is received in the Parish Office.

Online Mass Intention Requests will also be

available at the  following link:

https://web4ucorp.com/massintentions/sfxho
uston

The minimum donation for each Mass is

$10.00

DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX

October 18, 2026

an Act of Spiritual Communion?
When unable to receive Holy Communion,
pray the prayer below:

A Praver for Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire to receive you in my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive
you sacramentally, Come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as
if you were already there and unite myself
wholly to you. Never permit me to be
separated from you.

That we realize we aren’t “owners” of
anything but merely “stewards” of the gifts
God has given us. “Render therefore to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to
God the things that are God’s. - Matthew
22:21 Everything we are and everything we
have belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the
gifts God has given each of us. All God is
asking is that we give back a portion of what
He gave wus. This is the essence of
Stewardship. God should be our first priority
in everything. All else comes second,
especially our money.

C¢IN THE ONE, WE ARE ONE
IN ILLO UNO UNUM

As of October 13, 2026:
Goal - $79,872.00
Paid - $20,427.00
Owed - $59,445.00
Donors - 91

Youth Ministry will
m meet next Sunday,
October 25" and

every fourth Sunday of the month, after
the 10:00am Mass in the Harris Center
Room 125.

PFTFENTIPMNGE

In-person Mass attendance on Saturday,
October 10" and Sunday, October 12" was
505. Please join us via YouTube Livestream
or bring a friend to come and worship with us
in the church.

TEXAS.GOV or VOTE.ORG

Are You Registered to
Vote?

This will take 30 seconds

Bulletin Deadline: Ten (10) days prior to the publication date
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Happy Sunday! As a former United States Marine, I
have always appreciated the expression "God,

Country, Corps." Those three words represent an
important order of priorities: God first, country second,
and Corps third. While our responsibilities to our
country and our professions are important, our first and
greatest responsibility is always to God.

In today's Gospel, Jesus is confronted by the Pharisees
and the Herodians, two groups with opposing political
loyalties who have joined forces to trap Him. They ask
whether it is lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar. If
Jesus supports the tax, He risks alienating those who
resent Roman occupation. If He opposes it, He risks
being accused of rebellion against Rome.

But Jesus refuses to fall into their trap. Instead, He
asks to see the coin used to pay the tax and asks whose
image appears on it. When they answer "Caesar's,"
Jesus responds, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs
to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

At first glance, this seems like a simple lesson about
our responsibilities to government and to God. But
Jesus is teaching us something much deeper.

The Roman coin bears the image of Caesar. But whose
image do we bear?

Genesis tells us that God created humanity in His own
image. Every human being, regardless of race,
background, wealth, political affiliation, or social
standing, bears the image of God.

Therefore, if the coin belongs to Caesar because it
bears his image, we belong to God because we bear
His image!

And what does God ask us to give Him?

Not simply our money, our time, or an hour of worship
on Sunday. God asks us to give Him our hearts, our
love, and our lives.

This message is especially important in today's world.
We live in a society filled with competing demands for

View this bulletin online at: www.sfxhouston.com

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 18, 2026

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)
October 18, 2026

Give Unto God What Is God's

our loyalty and attention. Political divisions,
professional ambitions, financial pressures, and
personal desires can easily become the center of our
lives.

We can become so consumed with worldly concerns
that we forget our most important relationship: our
relationship with God.

As Christians, we have responsibilities to our families,
our communities, and our country. We should
participate in civic life, work for justice, and contribute
to the common good. But our loyalty to any institution,
political party, or worldly pursuit must never
supersede our loyalty to Jesus Christ.

Putting God first does not mean abandoning our
earthly responsibilities. It means allowing our faith to
guide how we fulfill them.

When we put God first, we become more loving
spouses, more patient parents, more compassionate
neighbors, and more responsible citizens. We begin to
see others not through the lens of political differences
or social status, but as brothers and sisters created in
God's image.

St. Paul reminds us in today's second reading of the
Thessalonians' "work of faith and labor of love and
endurance in hope." These qualities should be visible
in our lives, not just on Sunday, but every day of the
week.

This week, let us reflect on a simple question: Does the
way I live reflect the image of God within me?

Do my words reflect His love? Do my actions reflect
His mercy? Do my decisions reflect His will?

Jesus reminds us to give Caesar what belongs to
Caesar. But let us never forget that our very lives
belong to God.

Put God first and let everything else follow.

Bulletin Deadline: Ten (10) days prior to the publication date
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PRAY ¢ UNITE ¢ MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Mary asking God
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!'Q the Blessed Vlrgm
i\

Thanks to all members of SFX who participated in the Our Lady of
Fatima Rosary Rally.

Special thanks to Lady Abra Charles and Lady Saquara Fields
for recording the Rally for Facebook and YouTube, and to Knight
Curtis Jones and Deacon Michael Jenkins
for testing and setting up the audio equipment.

We are grateful to the Councils and Courts of KPC 138 Juniors,
CCE students and teachers, Christian Women, 55+ Club,
Journey to Second Chance ministry, and all other SFX ministries.

We had over 60 participants, including Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SS]J,
and our new Assistant Pastor, Rev. Alexander Lema, SS]J.

B
= =

May Our Lady of Fatima continue to guide and bless us all.

Submitted by: Ingrid Singleton
Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Rally Captain
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HOUSTON

CITY COLLEGE

Eagle

Preview &
Day AN

More than Just a Tour!

This is your opportunity to picture yourself at Houston City College, get
personalized help, and take action on your college goals. There’s no better
moment to start your journey.

Why You Should Come:

Explore Your Future: Meet faculty Get Set to Enroll: Learn the

and staff who can guide you through admissions steps, how to transfer,
degree and career pathways. and what comes next.

See It for Yourself: Tour our Plan Your Finances: Find out all the
campus and check out modern labs, ways HCC helps you cover costs from
classrooms, and learning spaces. scholarships to financial aid.

This is your chance to picture yourself as an HCC Eagle!

Saturday, October 24 © 9 a.m. — Noon
Multiple HCC Campus Locations

heces.edu/eaglepreview

LEARN MORE

HCC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity and gender expression, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, or Veteran status. The following person
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Sandra B. Jacobson, J.D., M.Ed., SHRM-SCP, Interim Director of EEO and Compliance/Title IX Coordinator/ADA/
Section 504 Coordinator, 3100 Main Street, Houston, TX 77002, 713.718.8271 or hcc.oeotix@hccs.edu
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— 1 . MABRIE MEMORIAL MORTUARY
Haven E M Funerals - Memorials - Cremations
i 5 M We’re Here For You
— S - e ! MABRI F 5000 Almeda Rd., Houston, TX 77004
We support the Catholic ~ Faith

Mark Gibson and appreciate  your support. Come for a | MIMORIALMORTUARY (713) 942-7673, mabriemortuary.com

PRESIDENT & CEQ tour or schedule a preneed or call us in your time
of need.

We encourage you to come by

At Haven: 6605 Schurmier Road*Houston, Texas 77048 .
- Ship-Outs Preplanning, Funeral Services & Cremations Ny for a tour, reach out for at-
- %’ffee ];ir Direct: 713-301-9021 Main: 346-618-5284 ' need service coordination, or
- Flower Sho . - . .
_ Reception Areas mg‘bsﬁn@have“m?“;(’“al'Com 8 | meet with us to develop a pre-
H o www.navenmemorial.com N |
- Grief Counse‘hng Herman 1. Juetin Mabrie needplan.
"Quality that you can see, a name that you can trust" Mabrie, IIl, M.D.
REGGIE RUSSELL REALTORS (0| TWO STEPPIN DJs XD
Jammin J and T Mike
1325 Almeda Genoa, Houston, TX 77047 Music ot s Beat for

(713) 434-9999 ) Tia 008 o 715 4104214

RODNEY JACKSON REALTY
Buying | Selling | Leasing | Investing | New Home Construction P I a ce yo u r

“Always Something Different”
cell: 832-878-8556 | office: 713.623.8899 Ad he re !

MANAGEMENT

WE OFFER QUALITY
SERVICEATA m COLDWELL BANKER
COMPETITIVE PRICE REALLY. _ ] —
When it's time for o > ; 3
Compassmn y / 4 : = Higgins Beauty & Q
P A | S/ @)~ Salon

Services:Direct Mail Consulting, Integrity

1t Class Mail, Standard/Non- . Pro fessionalism gs
' ’ 0 it's time for McCoy and Harrison. Website:
PI'OfIt Mal|, Mall MEI‘ge, FO'dIﬂg/ — S patriciaheberii::getravel.com

' s TN Wbl s - - C :
Tabbing/Inserting, Mailing ists, | e ememrr | *RFi Sl (409 1332372
= L Email: phebert1947@gmail.com

Melt ¥ =
POSt(aI'dS, POlItIC&| Ma", BII"( B [ ] ; I ‘Let me handle your travel needs!
Maling, CourierServices | == ., : KA

Gwendolyn Reed
CALL US TODAY

' Independent Beauty Consultant
113780-8804

Dermatologists approved skincare for women, men and
ezmailhou@aol.com

3606 Nita St o
Houston, TX 77051

Karen Higgins  Appointments Call:
Owner/Stvlist (713) 842-1915

Funeral Home and Services

A Family Serving Familics Since 1925 teens. I can help you with your beauty, health and gift needs.
. . _ Website: marykay.com/GReed6
4918 Martin Luther King Blvd. Phene: 713.639.7618 greedlamothe2@aol.com

Houston, TX 77021 Fax: 713.748.7122 " 1-832-594-5255

www.mccoyandharrison.com e 5 God First, Family Second, Career Third
Ross Mortuary, | Umekei Smith DDS BAKER-JONES CO.
Oss 0 uarzc nCl SINCE 1951
“SERVICE OF DISTINCTION” smile Mak invisalien = Imolants and Dent HoA Air-Conditioning & Heating
mile IViakeovers ¢ Invisalign ¢ Implants an entures e H
(713) 223-8071 or 223-3296 Flex Spending ¢ Most Insurance Accepted S(Ii!:ee:sg‘Nie;X(I)?_i 1008)
3618 l.)’OI'IS Avenue AARP/Medicare Plans Accepted ¢ 7am Appointments Available (713) 529-3418
Houston, Texas 77020 : 713.662.2535
FAX Number 223-5934 Dr. Umekei Smith 3264 South Loop West | Houston, TX 77025 Ronald K. Moss - President
KP.CLA Court #159 Yfew Patient fpecial $49 EXAM AND XRAYS Justin Moss - Vice President
Steven K. Schwartz II, Attorney at Law |88 SHARON A. ZENON
Probate & Estate Settlement Notary Public
Wills & Estate Plans State Of Texas
713-385-0269 T - Q Here to meet all your Notary needs; Please
www.SchwartzLawHouston.com call for appointment. Phone: 713-446-4279

Please support these businesses. They support our parish and community.
For advertising information, contact the Parish Office at (713) 738-2311.
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