


Many people today, especially when facing troubles 

and difficulties, struggle with believing in God 



After all, once we get to a certain age, we don’t 

believe in the tooth fairy anymore 



I also don’t know anyone who still believes  

in the boogeyman (although you should probably  

check under your bed tonight just to be sure) 



And while they are fun to watch, I’m pretty sure we all know 

the superheroes we see on the big screen aren’t real either 



So why then should we believe in God?  After all, we 

can’t see God, touch him or run tests on him, so maybe 

he’s just a fairy tale like other fictional characters 



But here’s the big difference: we all know fairy tales are just 

fantasy make-believe, and there’s no reason to believe in them 

since there is no evidence any of those characters ever existed 



On the other hand, it's much easier to believe 

something when you can see it, feel it or touch it 



In fact, even when we can’t feel or touch  

something, we will still believe in it if we look  

hard enough and are able to find clues that it exists 



For example, bear tracks in the snow tell us bears are real 

and a bear made the tracks (even if we didn’t see it happen) 

since tracks don’t magically create themselves 



And if we see a fingerprint at a crime scene, then we know  

a person left it there (and not some fairy tale character) even 

if we didn’t see them do it and don’t know who it was yet 



Evidence for God 

• It’s the same thing with God   

• Even though we can’t physically touch or see God, we have 

a tremendous amount of evidence that God really does exist 

• Think of this evidence as the footprints (like bear tracks) 

and fingerprints of God 

• God has left us this evidence all throughout creation (we 

call this the scientific evidence for God) and also in the 

Bible as clear and unmistakable clues of His existence 



The scientific evidence that flows from the majesty 

of creation and testifies to the handiwork of its Creator 

is something I cover in a separate power point so 

we are not going to talk about that today 



 

Instead, today we are going to look at other evidence, the 

evidence from the amazing fulfillment of prophecies made 

by prophets all throughout the Old Testament of the Bible 



These prophecies are clues (the fingerprints and footprints of  

God) that God has left us that not only point to His existence, 

but also show that only He could have inspired the Bible 

 



By a prophet, we mean a person who has 

 been called by and speaks for God.  As 

 God’s messenger, a prophet receives 

 commandments, revelations and 

 prophecies from God 



And by Old Testament prophecies, 

we mean predictions about the future 

that were made by many different 

prophets in numerous books 

of the Old Testament over 

hundreds of years 



 

These Old Testament books include the five books written by the 

four Major Prophets, which are Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 

Daniel (Jeremiah wrote both Jeremiah and Lamentations) 



 

And also include the 12 books written by the 12 Minor Prophets 

(they are not minor because they are less important, but because 

their books are shorter than the Major Prophet books) 



So all told, 17 of the 39 books of the Old Testament are 

considered books of prophecy, written by the 16 main prophets 

whose writings have come down to us through history 



 

Also, the prophecies aren’t limited to the Major and Minor 

Prophets. According to one estimate, there are 48 men and 7 

women whose prophecies are recorded in the Old Testament 



And it’s not just a few prophecies either.  J. Barton Payne, 

in the Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, estimates there 

are as many as 1,239 prophecies in the Old Testament 



Old Testament Prophecy 

• Of the Old Testament's 23,210 verses, 6,641 contain some sort 

of predictions, over 28% of the entire Old Testament 

• In fact, there are only two books in the Old Testament (Ruth and 

the Song of Solomon) that don’t contain any prophecies 

• Also, besides the 16 main prophets, the 48 men who made 

prophetic statements in the Old Testament include Noah, 

Abraham, Moses and King David 

• The prophecies begin in Genesis 3:15, the first book of the Old 

Testament written around 1,450 B.C., and continue to Malachi, 

the last book of the Old Testament written around 430 B.C.  



Old Testament Prophecy 

• So we have prophecies recorded over a 1,000 year period from 

over 50 people, people who range from uneducated farmers like 

Amos to sophisticated poets like Isaiah 

• And who range from cowards like Jonah to men of great 

courage like Daniel 

• And include little known people like Joel as well as famous 

people like King David  

• But while the number of people making prophecies and the 

number of prophecies made definitely gets your attention 



What’s truly amazing is the way that so many of these 

prophecies came true in precise detail hundreds  

of years after they were made! 



To understand just how amazing, let’s dig in  

and see what evidence we can uncover as to what the  

prophecies were and how they were fulfilled 



Old Testament Prophecy 

• As we begin, keep in mind that with so many prophecies in the Old 

Testament, it’s hard to generalize what they cover 

• But from the reading I have done, it seems like many (not all but 

most) of the prophecies fall into one of three main categories: 

o Prophecies warning Israel and Judah to repent before God 

brings a nasty judgment on them (after King Solomon, the land 

of Israel was split into Israel in the north and Judah in the south) 

o Prophecies warning other countries to repent before God brings 

a nasty judgment on them  

o And prophecies about the Messiah, both his first coming and 

then also the Messiah’s second coming (i.e., the “End Times”) 



Old Testament Prophecy 

• We’re not going to talk about end time prophecies since the Second 

Coming obviously haven’t happened yet (but make no mistake, 

that’s just a matter of when not if!)  

• Instead, we’re going to spend some time today looking at 

prophecies about various countries in the Bible (including Judah) 

and then also prophecies about the first coming of the Messiah 

• First, we know from the Bible that the northern kingdom of Israel 

was repeatedly warned by God to repent from its wickedness, but 

Israel ignored all the warnings 

• Israel was then judged by God in 722 B.C. when the Assyrian 

empire conquered Israel and its capital city of Samaria and deported 

the people of Israel to other lands 



Old Testament Prophecy 

• After the capture of Israel, the prophets Isaiah and Micah (around 

730-700 B.C.) warned Judah that it was on the same road to 

destruction that Israel faced at the hands of the Assyrians 

• As Judah’s sin got worse, other prophets warned Judah, including 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah from 

around 650 B.C. to 587 B.C. 

• All their prophecies came true when the Babylonians defeated 

the Assyrians in 612 B.C. and the Egyptians in 605 B.C. to 

become the number one power in the civilized world 

• Following the defeat of the Egyptians, the Babylonians under 

Nebuchadnezzar then conquered Judah 



This began the deportation of Jerusalem into exile in Babylon, 

which involved deportations in 605 B.C., 597 B.C. and then finally 

in 586 B.C. when Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 



While the people of Israel never returned from captivity in Assyria, 

Jeremiah prophesied around 580 B.C. that the Jews (“Jew” is short for 

“Judahite”) would start returning from Babylon after 70 years  



Old Testament Prophecy 

• Jeremiah’s prophecy came true in 537 B.C. when the first Jewish 

exiles began returning to Jerusalem from Babylon 

• In fact, “Israel” today really refers to the old land of Judah and the 

descendants of the Jews who returned from exile 

• So it’s clear that all of the Old Testament prophecies about the 

judgment against Judah were fulfilled in precise detail  

• And as we saw, the prophecies about Judah were made before 

(sometimes as much as 50 to 100 years before), not after, the 

attacks by the Babylonians occurred 



But while making predictions 

50-100 years beforehand is impressive, 

even more impressive is making predictions 

that come true 500 to 1,000 years later so let’s 

take a look at Old Testament prophecies about 

Babylon to get a better understanding of the 

power of Old Testament Prophecies 



The Babylonian Empire was an empire that lasted for  

about 70 years from approximately 606 B.C.  

to approximately 536 B.C. 



The center of the Babylonian Empire was the city of 

Babylon, which was located just over 50 miles south of 

where Baghdad is today in modern day Iraq 



Babylon first shows up in the Bible with the Tower of  Babel  

(the Hebrew name for Babylon) where mankind, after the Flood, 

tried to build a tower reaching up to Heaven until God confused 

their language so the people couldn’t understand each other 



Babylon (con’t) 

• Including New Testament references, the Bible mentions Babylon 

over 280 times (next to Jerusalem, Babylon is the second most 

frequently mentioned city in the Bible) 

• And outside the Bible, we have a reference to the city of Babylon in a 

tablet that dates all the way back to approximately 2,300 B.C. 

• So the city of Babylon had been around for a long, long time before 

the Babylonian Empire rose to prominence 

• In terms of its prominence, we know the Babylonians became the 

leading power in the world after defeating the Assyrians and the 

Egyptians 



Babylon (con’t) 

• And we also know that God used the Babylonians to bring judgment 

against Judah 

• But at the same time, Babylon itself was a ruthless empire and had its 

own sin to account for, which is why there were a number of prophets 

who condemned Babylon in the Old Testament 

• We have prophecies against Babylon from Isaiah (in Isaiah 13:1-22 

and 14:3-23), which were written around 739-690 B.C. 

• And we also have prophecies from Jeremiah (in Jeremiah 51:1-64), 

which were written right around the time that the Babylonians took the 

Jews into captivity around 586 B.C.  



Babylon (con’t) 

• The prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah include the following: 

o Babylon will be destroyed (Isaiah and Jeremiah); 

o Babylon will be conquered by the Medes (Isaiah and Jeremiah); 

o Babylon will be desolate and never inhabited again (Isaiah and 

Jeremiah); 

o Wild beasts will occupy the ruins (Isaiah and Jeremiah); 

o The city’s foundation stones will not be taken away for other 

buildings (Jeremiah); and 

o The ruins of the city will not be frequently visited (Jeremiah)  



Keep in mind that back then (especially when Jeremiah made 

his prophecies), Babylon was the leading superpower in  

the world, the same way the United States is today 



Babylon was surrounded by double walls (14 miles long on each side) 

and a 30-foot moat. The outer wall was 90 feet thick (11 cars could fit 

side by side), 300 feet high and went 35 feet deep into the ground 



Along with being heavily fortified, Babylon was also the center of 

world culture in its day, and was home to the Hanging Gardens  

of Babylon, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World 



Babylon (con’t) 

• Also, the Euphrates river flowed through the middle of Babylon, 

and it had enough land (as much as 196 square miles) within its walls 

to guarantee its water and food supply 

• As a result, Babylon had no fear of a siege and, therefore, had no fear 

of any enemies.  Babylon thought it could survive any attacks  

• So Babylon was not merely just one more thriving city of ancient 

times; rather it was the crown jewel, the most prosperous and 

fortified city in the world and the center of a world empire 

• And even though Babylon had already survived for 2,000 years or 

more, Isaiah and Jeremiah said it would not only be attacked but 

would become desolate and then remain forevermore uninhabited   



Talk about making Big Boy predictions!  But’s let  

go forward in time from when the prophecies were made to see 

how the prophets did and how many of their prophecies came true 



First, even as the Babylonian Empire was reaching its peak, another 

empire was rising nearby and in 539 B.C., Cyrus the Great, leader 

of the Medes and Persians, conquered the city of Babylon 



Babylon (con’t) 

• To do this, the Persians dug a big canal on the side of the Euphrates 

(a major river like the Mississippi river) to divert the water so the 

river, where it went under the massive city walls, was only thigh level 

• The Medo-Persian soldiers were then able to march in the lowered 

river to get under the walls of Babylon and conquer the city. This 

ended the Babylonian Empire, but the Persians kept the city.   

• The city was not damaged much when it was first conquered, but the 

Babylonians subsequently rebelled and twice, in 520 B.C. and 514 

B.C., the city suffered damage when the Persians retook the city 

• Then later, under another Persian king (around 483 B.C.), Babylon’s 

main temple was destroyed and much of the city was turned into ruins 



Next, Babylon was conquered in 331 B.C. by 

Alexander the Great, one of the most famous men in 

history who lived from 356 B.C. to 323 B.C.  



Babylon (con’t) 

• After Alexander’s death in 323 B.C., the Greek empire was divided 

among his generals, which lead to decades of fighting 

• The fighting damaged Babylon so badly, it was easier to build a new 

city than to rebuild Babylon, and Seleucus (one of Alexander’s 

former generals) built Seleucia as the new capital of the region   

• According to a tablet dated 275 B.C., the population of Babylon  was 

then relocated to Seleucia, at which time the city of Babylon 

practically came to an end 

• When the Parthian Empire took over the region in 141 B.C., Babylon 

was said to be desolate, and when the Roman emperor Trajan visited 

the city in 116 A.D., he found nothing but stones and ruins 



And it’s stayed that way for over 2000 years (in fact,  

even as recently as 125 years ago, some parts of the city  

were still under 40 to 80 feet of rubble and sand) 



This means the prophecies that Babylon would be conquered 

by the Medes, would be destroyed and would remain 

uninhabited all came exactly true 



But despite being conquered and abandoned for 

thousands of years, the foundation stones (i.e., the large 

stones used as major building blocks in large structures) 

still remain, which is also exactly as the prophecy said 



Babylon (con’t) 

• Think about that. Often when cities are conquered, the big building 

stones will be taken for other building projects (and we have prophecies 

about cities besides Babylon where that’s just what happened) 

• But not so with Babylon.  So the prophets said Babylon’s ruins would 

remain, while at the same time making prophecies that other cities 

would be scraped bare, and both times that is exactly what happened! 

• As for the prophecy about wild animals, a mid-1800's book recounted 

numerous travelers who said that mountain lions, jackals, hyenas, bats 

and other wild animals were living in or roaming through the ruins 

• Which leaves us with one last prophecy to address, the prophecy about 

Babylon not having many visitors 



Babylon (con’t) 

• While many ancient cities have successfully promoted themselves 

as tourist destinations, the same cannot be said for Babylon (which 

is located in modern day Iraq) 

• For one, Iraq’s constant involvement in Middle Eastern conflicts 

and the recent rise of terrorist groups like ISIS has made to travel to 

Iraq very dangerous, which discourages tourists from visiting 

• Also, despite re-opening for tourism in 2009, Babylon has failed to 

make itself a desirable place to visit, with one recent visitor noting 

“after years of destruction there is not much left these days” 

• So despite being one of the greatest cities of ancient times, Babylon 

still gets very few visitors, a perfect example of a 2600 year-old 

prophecy continuing to be precisely fulfilled to this very day 



And if anyone thinks it was obvious Babylon would be  

desolate after so many attacks (and the prophecies, then, maybe  

aren’t so impressive), Jerusalem has been attacked over 50 times in  

its history and yet it’s still around and still the center of world news  



Also, we can’t just dismiss the prophecies about Babylon by thinking 

destruction was inevitable since all empires eventually end. Rome, which 

was founded in 753 B.C., has survived its share of attacks over the years 

along with the fall of the Roman Empire and it’s still doing very well 



When were the Prophecies written? 

• But what about critics who say the prophecies don’t count since they 

were really just historical accounts written after the fact? 

• Well, historians believe the writings of the 16 main prophets covered 

400 years from around 830 B.C. to 430 B.C., and these dates are 

clearly before the events they predicted 

• One way historians came up with those dates is that almost all of the 

16 main prophets made specific written references in their writings 

to the current kings of Judah, Israel, Assyria, Babylon and Persia 

along with other current events going on during their lifetimes 

• Thanks to numerous ancient historical records along with other books 

of the Bible, historians know when those kings lived and other events 

happened, which helps them date when the prophecies were made 



For example, let’s say I write a book and I don’t put a  

date in it, but then in the book I write:  
 

“This book was written when Ronald Reagan was President” 



When were the Prophecies written (con’t) 

• Historians will look at the thousands of historical records that tell us 

when Ronald Reagan was President and will know my book was 

written during the 1980’s and not some other time like 1880 or 2080 

• This same methodology of figuring out the dates of the events that 

happened when the prophets lived allows historians to determine 

with very good accuracy when the prophets wrote their prophecies 

• In addition, all of the Old Testament books (including the prophetic 

books) were included when the Hebrew Bible (i.e., our Old 

Testament) was translated into Greek (known as the Septuagint) 

• Historians agree that the Septuagint project began possibly as early 

as 285 B.C., with historians saying it was completed sometime 

between 250 B.C. and 130 B.C. 



When were the Prophecies written (con’t) 

• Since something has to exist to be translated, we know that all of the 

Old Testament books (including all the prophecies) were definitely in 

existence by 130 B.C. at the latest 

• Plus we have the Dead Sea Scrolls (which we’ll discuss later), which 

include copies of the Old Testament prophetic books that are carbon 

dated to before the time of Jesus 

• And many of the Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled after, not 

before, the time of Jesus, including prophecies such as the continuing 

desolation of Babylon that continue to be fulfilled to this very day 

• So the historical evidence for the prophecies clearly shows they were 

written beforehand and are not historical accounts written after the fact  



Peter Stoner (our math wiz) 

• By the way, the prophecies discussed above about Babylon are just 

some of the Old Testament prophecies.  There are many, many more 

• In fact, years ago Peter Stoner (a well-known scientist and 

mathematician) wrote Science Speaks, a book that gives probability 

estimates and calculations for various Old Testament prophecies 

• In his book, he examined prophecies about 11 different people 

groups, cities and nations.  Besides Babylon, he also looked at Tyre 

(which I discussed in the Bible power point I previously presented) 

• If you’ll recall, part of Tyre was an island with walls 150 feet high 

that was considered unconquerable like Babylon but which suffered 

the same eventual destruction as Babylon  



Peter Stoner (con’t) 

• In addition to Tyre, he also looked at prophecies about: 

o The destruction of Edom and its capital city of Petra, a rock 

fortress that had some of the best natural defenses in the world; 

o The desolation of Gaza and Askelon, the destruction of Samaria, 

and the rebuilding of the city of Jericho; 

o The lands of Moab and Ammon being conquered by foreigners 

and then being reinhabited by native peoples; 

o A part of Jerusalem (called Zion) being plowed as a field; and 

o The destruction of Jerusalem after Jesus, which occurred when the 

Romans put down Jewish rebellions in 70 A.D. and 135 A.D., after 

which Israel (then called Judea) was no longer a separate country 



And finally he looked at prophecies that predicted that 

one day the nation of Israel would eventually be reborn  



Peter Stoner (con’t) 

• Amazingly, the rebirth of the nation of Israel happened in 1948 

almost 1,900 years after the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and more 

than 2,500 years after the prophecies were made 

• All told, the prophecies Peter Stoner looked at were made over a 900 

year period by 9 different prophets, ranging from Moses around 1450 

B.C. to Ezekiel around 570 B.C. 

• Peter Stoner then confirmed that all of the prophecies came true in 

precise detail (not just the ones about Babylon, but all of the ones 

about the other cities and countries too) 

• And finally he then calculated the odds that all those prophecies, 

those numerous predictions about 11 different people groups and 

nations, could have just happened by pure random luck 



Before I give you the answer, I want everyone to pick a number in 

their head as to how many guesses you think you would need  

to get all those predictions exactly right? 



Peter Stoner (con’t) 

• Got your number?  Well Peter Stoner’s calculations showed that 

the odds of all those predictions coming true to be one chance in 

5.76 x 1059  

• By the way, 1059  is a one with 59 zeroes after it! 

• Peter Stoner says if you had that many silver dollars, you could 

make 10 billion billion billion silver balls each the size of our sun  

•  In fact, with that many silver dollars you could fill up every star in 

the entire universe 



 
That number is so big that an average person like 

us (without any special help) would need this many 

guesses to get all those prophecies right: 

576,000,000,000,000,000,000, 

000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 

000,000,000,000,000,000  



 

But the Old Testament 

prophets only had  

one guess  

to get it right each time  



And they nailed it!  Not just one, but 

hundreds of Bull’s Eyes! 



Which makes me wonder,  

can anyone be that lucky? 



But maybe the better question is,   

does God need luck? 



And keep in mind, the prophecies we’ve seen so far deal with 

Old Testament cities and countries.  We haven’t even looked yet 

at the incredible Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah! 



There are over 300 prophecies about the Messiah  

in the Old Testament (the word “Messiah”  

refers to the savior promised by God) 



They were all fulfilled by ONLY ONE 

PERSON in all of human history 



In case you haven’t guessed it by 

now, His name is Jesus Christ 



Messianic Prophecies 

• The 300 plus prophecies about the Messiah were made over a 1,000 

year period from Genesis (around 1450 B.C.) to Malachi (around 430 

B.C.) 

• All told, there are messianic prophecies in 26 of the 39 Old Testament 

books made 430 to 1450 years before Jesus was born, including 

prophecies from all the Major Prophets and half the Minor Prophets 

• This includes 29 prophecies about the betrayal, trial, death and burial 

of Jesus made by many people over 500 years from 1,000 to 500 B.C. 

that were all literally fulfilled in one 24 hour period of Jesus' life 

• Here, let's take a look at some of the more well-known prophecies 

about Jesus  



The prophecies include that he would be  

born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 



He would be descended from King David (Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

and would come from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10) 



He would spend a season in Egypt  

(Hosea 11:1), before living in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1) 



He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver  

(Zechariah 11:12), which would later be used to  

buy a potter’s field (Zechariah 11:13) 



He would be falsely accused (Psalm 35:11), and  

the disciples would abandon him (Zechariah 13:7)  



He would eventually be rejected by his own people 

(Isaiah 53:3) and would be scourged (Isaiah 53:5) 



His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalm 22:16  

and Isaiah 53:5), but none of his bones would be  

broken during the crucifixion (Psalm 34:20) 



He would be killed with criminals  

(Isaiah 53:12) 

“



He would be given vinegar to drink for his thirst (Psalm 

69:21) and would be mocked and ridiculed (Psalm 22:7-8) 



The soldiers would gamble for his clothes 

(Psalm 22:18) 



And finally the prophecies include the date of his death 

(Daniel 9:25) and that he would be buried in a  

rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9) 



Objections to Messianic Prophecies 

• But despite all these prophecies coming true, there have been lots 

of objections over the years by people who don’t want to believe  

• Some of the more common objections are: 

o Jesus didn’t actually fulfill the prophecies; 

o Jesus went out of his way to fulfill the prophecies and 

manipulated things so he could claim he was Messiah; 

o The prophecies were made after, and not before, the time of 

Jesus (and therefore aren’t even predictions at all);  

o People make predictions that come true all the time so 

what’s the big deal; and 

o Even if the prophecies were made before Jesus and even if he 

fulfilled all of them, it was just pure random chance or luck 



Objections to Messianic Prophecies 

• Let’s quickly run through these objections and see if any of them 

make any sense.  First, any argument that Jesus didn't actually 

fulfill the prophecies is ridiculous 

• The New Testament clearly records that Jesus fulfilled in exact 

detail all the prophecies about his first coming (including his birth, 

betrayal, trial, death and burial) 

• And we already saw in the power point I did about the Bible that the 

New Testament is by far the most reliable book of ancient times so 

we have clear historical evidence that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies 

• Also, any argument that Jesus tried to fulfill the prophecies on 

purpose makes no sense either.  For example, there is prophecy that 

the Messiah would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9) 



Now I suppose anyone could go get a donkey, take  

it for a quick test drive on the road leading into 

Jerusalem and then claim to be the Messiah 



Objections to Messianic Prophecies 

• But that would be just one prophecy! What about the other 300 

prophecies?  And what about the 29 prophecies about the betrayal, 

trial, death and burial of the Messiah?  

• For every prophecy (like riding a donkey) that a normal person could 

control in the hopes of making it a self-fulfilling prophecy, there were 

dozens of prophecies totally outside the control of normal people 

• This includes where the Messiah would be born and descended from, 

how he would spend his childhood, how he would be betrayed, how 

he would be scourged and crucified and how he would be buried 

• So how could just a normal man intentionally make all those things 

happen since other people would control them (for example, none of 

us got to decide where we would be born or live as babies)  



Objections to Messianic Prophecies 

• So it’s pretty clear that Jesus really did fulfill these prophecies and he 

did so in a way where it was more than just some regular guy trying 

to manipulate things for a moment of glory 

• But what about the next objection, that the prophecies were written 

after the death of Jesus and aren’t even predictions at all 

• First, there is strong historical evidence that the last book of the Old 

Testament (Malachi) was written around 430 B.C., which means all  

the Old Testament prophecies were written by then 

• And worst case, the Old Testament (including all prophecies) had to 

have been written no later than 130 B.C. since the Septuagint project 

to translate the Old Testament into Greek was completed by that date 



And then there are the Dead Sea Scrolls, which include copies of 

Old Testament books found by Bedouin shepherds near Qumran 

on the shore of the Dead Sea about 13 miles east of Jerusalem 



The Dead Sea Scrolls include around 230 scrolls  

of Biblical texts that were discovered beginning in 1947  

in 11 different caves in the Qumran area 



Dead Sea Scrolls 

• The Dead Sea Scrolls include whole or partial copies of every Old 

Testament book (other than Esther) and are one of the oldest group of 

Old Testament manuscripts ever found 

• This includes 39 copies of Psalms and 22 copies of Isaiah, which is 

important since Psalms and Isaiah contain more prophecies about the 

Messiah than any other books of the Old Testament 

• Historians believe that a Jewish sect called the Essenes hid the scrolls 

in the caves during the Jewish revolt against the Romans around 70 

A.D. as the Romans were advancing against the rebel Jews 

• But the most important thing about the scrolls is that Biblical scholars 

(and scientists who have tested the scrolls) believe the majority of 

the scrolls were written before the time of Jesus 



In fact, let’s talk a minute about the Isaiah scroll,  

since some of the most famous prophecies about the 

Messiah are found in the Old Testament book of Isaiah 



The Great Isaiah Scroll 

• The Isaiah scroll (known as the Great Isaiah Scroll) is one of the 

copies of Isaiah found with the Dead Sea Scrolls and contains the 

entire Book of Isaiah apart from a few small damaged portions 

• It is the oldest complete copy of the Book of Isaiah known to exist (it 

is 1,000 years older than the next oldest copy of Isaiah), and is the 

most complete scroll out of the 230 Biblical scrolls found at Qumran.  

• Numerous Biblical scholars have dated the scroll to around 150 to 100 

B.C. (by looking at the type of language, type of parchment used etc.) 

• But even better, the Great Isaiah Scroll has also been carbon dated by 

scientists (carbon dating is a scientific method of determining the age 

of old objects such as archeological artifacts) 



And at last count, pieces of the Great Isaiah Scroll have 

been carbon dated at least four times, giving calibrated 

date ranges between 335-324 B.C. and 202-107 B.C. 



So thanks to carbon dating we now have scientific proof  

that Isaiah’s prophecies that the Messiah would be whipped, 

crucified, killed with criminals and buried in a rich man’s tomb 

were made hundreds of years before (not after) Jesus was born 



Okay, so  

we know that  

the prophecies were  

made before Jesus  

lived, but so 

 what? 



What makes the Old Testament prophets so special? After all, 

people have been making wild guesses for thousands of years, 

so how are the Old Testament prophets any different? 



Well make no mistake, there are definitely differences.  

First, just making guesses (which anyone can do) is not 

enough. You have to actually make the right guess 



But even that is not enough.  To understand, let’s 

look at pro football.  It’s estimated that over $1 

billion is bet on pro football each week 



With so many people betting each way on the games, it’s not 

surprising there will always be some winners and, unfortunately for 

them, some losers (which is why you should never bet!) 
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As for the winners, the mere fact that they guessed  

the winner of one game certainly wouldn’t make us  

think they somehow have a direct line to God 



After all, we know a guess made minutes or weeks before hand 

with a 50/50 chance of being right (win or lose, heads or tail) is 

a matter of luck and not some connection to a higher power 



So we know the Old Testament prophets weren’t like people just making 

random guesses on current events, but it does raise the question, were the 

prophets any different than other famous figures in history who some 

people claim also had a psychic connection to some higher power? 



Nostradamus 

• Let’s discuss that, using Nostradamus as an example.  

Nostradamus (Michel De Notredame or Nostredame) was born in 

France and lived from 1503 to 1566 A.D. 

• He claimed he had visions during meditation sessions of future 

events, which he began recording and publishing around 1550 A.D., 

and since that time Nostradamus has captured the world’s attention 

• Many people say he predicted some of the future’s greatest events, 

including the great fire of London in 1666, the French Revolution 

in 1789 and the rise of Napoleon and Adolf Hitler, among others 

• Others, however, claim that his writings are so mysterious and 

cryptic that they could be interpreted to mean just about anything 



Nostradamus (con’t) 

• Let’s consider two famous examples and you be the judge: 

o “Volcanic fire from the center of the earth will cause trembling 

around the new city. Two great rocks will make war for a long 

time. Then Arethusa will redden a new river” 

(this supposedly predicted the 9-11 attacks on New York City) 

o “Near the gates and within the cities there will be two scourges the 

like of which was never seen, famine within plague, people put out 

by steel, crying to the great immortal God for relief”  

(and this supposedly predicted the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki during World War II)  



Nostradamus (con’t) 

• To be fair, maybe Nostradamus really did have a vision of those two 

horrible events, or maybe not, but either way it’s pretty clear that his 

predictions aren’t clear or unambiguous 

• They certainly aren’t specific like Old Testament prophecies such as 

the name of the city where the Messiah would be born, where you 

can clearly tell what was predicted and whether it came true 

• Which is why many people think his predictions were so broad that 

they can be interpreted to mean anything you want them to mean and 

that he didn’t really predict future events before they happened 

• And that what’s really happening is that people are taking events that 

already happened and then, after the fact and for no good reason, 

are claiming the events were foretold by one of his vague predictions 



Nostradamus (con’t) 

• And even if those predictions were in fact true, there are many 

predictions that Nostradamus made that clearly failed, including: 

o There would be a ban on astrology in 1607 (false) 

o The Catholic priesthood would fall in 1609 (false) 

o Persecution would arise against the Catholic church in 1792 (false) 

o China would subdue the northern part of the world by 1700 (false) 

o French king Charles IX would live to 90 (he died at 24); and 

o The world population in the 18th century would decrease due to 

famine and disease (it increased due to the Industrial Revolution) 

• In other words, even if Nostradamus did get some predictions right, it’s 

pretty clear that he got a lot of them wrong 



For another example of a person that some think maybe really 

did have a connection to a higher power, let’s take a look  

at Jeane Dixon, arguably the most famous  

American “psychic” who has ever lived 



Jeane Dixon 

• Jeane Dixon was born in 1904 in Wisconsin and died in 1997 

• She was a self-proclaimed psychic who claimed she got the gift of 

prophecy from a vision she had in 1952 while she was praying 

• After rising to fame, she went on to be an advisor to many famous 

celebrities, including President Ronald Reagan and Nancy Reagan 

• Her rise began with a 1956 article in Parade magazine where she 

predicted that a Democrat would win the 1960 Presidential election 

and he would be assassinated or die in office 



This prediction catapulted her to national  

prominence when John F. Kennedy was assassinated 

in Dallas on November 22, 1963 



Jeane Dixon (con’t) 

• But before anyone gets too excited over that prediction, it’s 

probably worthwhile to note a few things 

• First, by 1956, every President who died or was assassinated while in 

office had won the Presidency in an election year that ended in zero 

• This happened like clockwork every 20 years from 1840 to 1940. In 

other words, the Presidents elected in 1840, 1860, 1880, 1900, 1920 

and 1940 (with 1960 obviously being next) all died in office 

• So while it’s possible Jeanne Dixon made an inspired prediction, 

it’s also definitely possible she was just a good student of history 

who made a clever guess 



Jeane Dixon (con’t) 

• But whether or not her assassination prediction was just luck, check 

out some of her other predictions and see how she did. She predicted: 

o Nixon, not JFK, would win the 1960 election (JFK won) 

o World War III would begin in 1958 (didn’t happen) 

o There would be a cure for cancer in 1967 (still no cure) 

o Russia would send the first man to the moon (America did it first 

in 1969) 

o There would be a holocaust in the 1980s when Rome would be the 

leading city in the world (didn’t happen) 

o George Bush would be re-elected in 1992 (Bill Clinton won)  



She also predicted peace starting in the year 2000 (if you 

remember what happened on 9-11-2001, then I’m pretty 

sure I don’t need to tell you how that one turned out) 



Jeane Dixon (con’t) 

• And she is not alone in being wrong on so many predictions.  In 1975, 

The People's Almanac did a study of 25 of the best so-called psychics 

and found that 66 of their 72 predictions (or 92%) were totally wrong 

• This led one person to coin a new term, the “Dixon effect”, where self-

proclaimed psychics make a few accurate predictions, but people 

ignore the hundreds of predictions they make that end up wrong 

• So just making a bunch of wild guesses is not enough, and being right 

just one time is not enough, and making predictions only a month or a 

few years ahead of time is not impressive enough 

• To really stand out, you need to make a lot of predictions and you 

need to do it hundreds of years before hand and you need to be right 

all of the time, not just some of the time 



So for those who downplay that Jesus fulfilled so many prophecies  

by claiming anyone can make predictions, it’s pretty obvious when 

normal people try to predict the future, they don’t do so well 



But when the Old Testament prophets made hundreds of 

predictions over hundreds of years, especially about 

Jesus as the Messiah, they got it right every time! 



Test of an Old Testament Prophet 

• And the Old Testament prophets needed to get it right every time, 

not just some of the time, for a pretty good reason.  In the Bible, 

there are many passages warning people about false prophets 

• Deuteronomy 18:22 says “If what a prophet proclaims in the name of 

the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord 

has not spoken.” 

• The Bible also tells us what the penalty is for being a false prophet 

• “But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have 

not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 

is to be put to death.”  (Deuteronomy 18:20)  



So if the penalty for false prophecies was death, it’s no 

surprise the Old Testament prophets made sure they were 

being inspired by God before they put pen to paper 



And when you look at the amazing accuracy of the Old 

Testament prophets, it should certainly be no surprise if it 

turns out that they had help from some special friends 



But what about the last objection we tend to hear, that despite 

everything we’ve seen, maybe it was just pure luck and sheer 

random chance that Jesus fulfilled all those prophecies 



Well does everyone remember Peter Stoner, 

our math expert with the silver dollars 



He looked at 8 key prophecies 

about the Messiah and calculated 

the odds of just those 8 prophecies 

being fulfilled in all of human history 

by any one person to be 
 

1 in 100 million billion 



Compare those odds to the odds of winning the 

average mega million or power ball lottery 



In other words, you are 386,100,000 times more likely 

to win the lottery than you are to fulfill just the  

8 prophecies that Peter Stoner analysed  



Let’s look at another example.  Think 

about how big the state of Texas is  



Let’s say you could clear off the state of Texas the way you 

clean your plate at dinner so it is just one flat land mass 



If I then gave you 100 million billion silver dollars, 

you could cover the entire state of Texas two feet deep 



 

Now assume there  

is one black coin  

buried among all those 

 100,000,000,000,000,000  

silver dollars 



the odds of a blindfolded man 

finding that one black coin among 

 100,000,000,000,000,000 silver dollars  

with just one try is the same 

 as 8 prophecies coming 

true in one man 



Wow, 

can’t 

believe I 

found it!

Does anyone really believe 

any normal person could 

dive into a Texas-sized  

pile of silver dollars  

two feet deep and  

find the black  

coin on the  

first try? 



Because if you say Jesus was just a normal person who fulfilled 

even just 8 prophecies by random chance, then you’re basically 

claiming you could find that black coin with just one try 



We all know  

that’s impossible,  

which I think gives  

us pretty compelling  

evidence that Jesus  

was far more than  

just a normal  

person 



No One Can Be That Lucky 

• And that is just 8 prophecies.  Peter Stoner also calculated the odds of 

one person fulfilling 48 prophecies about the Messiah and found it 

was 1 in 10157 (that’s a one with 157 zeroes) 

• This means that a normal person without God’s assistance would need 

this many chances to fulfill those 48 prophecies: 

10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 

000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 

000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 

000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

• And don’t forget Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies! As you add up 

prophecies, the odds climb so shockingly high you realize any claim 

Jesus fulfilled prophecies by random chance is a total denial of reality 



As we finish up, let’s go back to where we started. 

Does anyone remember what we said about  

what bear tracks in the snow tell us? 



Well I think we can all agree that it’s evidence 

that there were bears who made those tracks 



And what about fingerprints left  

at a crime scene, what do they tell us? 



Well, I think we can all agree that it’s evidence that 

there was a bad guy who left those fingerprints 



So when hundreds of prophecies come true many hundreds 

of years later, with odds so staggering we know we are seeing 

something impossible, then what does that tell us?     



Well I think we can all agree that it’s “finger  

print” evidence for the existence of Someone  

who can (and did) do the impossible 



Which means not only does God exist, but the amazing 

prophecies in the Old Testament plus the New Testament 

accounts of all the prophecies that were fulfilled by Jesus are 

compelling evidence that the Bible is the inspired word of God 



So what does God look like? 

• But wait, we’re not quite done yet.  There is still one last crucial 

thing that the evidence of Old Testament prophecies tells us 

• When we look at the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah, 

not only do we know that God exists and that the Bible is His 

inspired word, we know who God is 

• After all, we know that bear tracks lead us to bears and we know 

what bears look like, and we know that fingerprints lead us to 

people and we can see what those people look like 

• Well that same way, the fulfillment of  Old Testament prophecies 

about the Messiah leads us directly to God and, even more, lets us 

see the very face of God himself  



And one day we’ll all be looking up in wonder at that face, 

the face of Jesus, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords 


