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1200- social media 650- views of Peer-to-peer support
followers educational videos group started

WORKING TO FIND ANSWERS

Application opened RPL photo

for first annual research project
RPLA-ASRM launched with the

Recurrent University of
Pregnancy Loss Chicago

Research Award

BEGAUSE UNEXPLAINED IS
UNAGGEPTABLE

90%

Cases of RPL that are
unexplained




ETTER FAOM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

If the theme of 2020 was "sparking change", the theme for 2021 would be "laying the
foundation." In the past 12 months Recurrent Pregnancy Loss Association (RPLA) has
made incredible progress and put programmatic pillars in place that will enable us to
service the recurrent pregnancy loss community for years to come. | am thrilled to
share our accomplishments with you. Most notably, in 2021 we:

o Established an annual research award with the American Society for Reproductive
Medicine (ASRM) to fund innovative projects that advance our understanding of
recurrent miscarriage

o Represented the pregnancy loss community at an NIH workshop on early
pregnancy loss

o Started a monthly, virtual peer-to-peer support group

e Began researching and documenting the lived experience of recurrent miscarriage
in partnership with the University of Chicago

The need to come together as a community has been reaffirmed many
times throughout the year by the feedback we received from
individuals who reached out to say thanks, get involved, or share their
stories of loss and pain. Moreover, our social medial following and
donor base nearly tripled!

Looking ahead, 2022 will be a pivotal year for the
organization. We intend to distribute the first
RPLA-ASRM Research Award and we will be
launching an RPL Community Registry.

We deeply appreciate your
interest and support of our work.

Sincerely,
Megan Hanson

RPLA
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Our Mission

Recurrent Pregnancy Loss Association (RPLA)
is dedicated to:
 Eliminating recurrent pregnancy loss
through the advancement of research into
causes and treatments;
* Providing support and resources to those
affected; and
* Increasing awareness of the impact of
miscarriage and fertility challenges on
women and families.

Our Programs

e Community Initiatives: Providing support
and resources to help people navigate RPL
and their family building process

 Advocacy Initiatives: Increasing awareness
about the impact of multiple miscarriages
and why additional attention and research
are necessary

« Scientific Initiatives: Supporting activities
that advance our understanding of RPL and
how to manage it

RPLA

Our People
100 BOARDOF DIRETOR

Megan Hanson (President), Volunteer

Serena Hohmann (Vice President), Astellas
Pharma

Benjamin Burnham (Treasurer), Amazon
Katherine Konefal (Secretary), Volunteer
Cynthia Lander, PhD, Cynapse Consulting

Amy Henderson Riley, DrPH, Thomas Jefferson
University

Jessica Ryniec, MD, CCRM Fertility Boston
Melanie Thomas, MSW, CHI Franciscan Health

INCOMING DIRECTORS

Mari Trevino Glass, Trevino Consulting Group
Lisa Hanson, Global Urban Village
Ronald Librizzi, DO, Retired, Virtua Health

SCIENTIFIC ADUISORS

Winifred Mak, MD, PhD, Dell Medical School,
University of Texas at Austin

Dana McQueen, MD, MAS, University of Chicago
Elizabeth Sefton, PhD, Stanford University
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Multiple
miscarriages
can make you
feel very alone
- desperate
for information
and answers.

- RPL Community Member

Thank you for
your page.
Watching your
0&A's with
experts gave me
Some new
questions to ask
my REl today.

- RPL Community Member

RPLA



The most underutilized resource in
all of health care is the patient.

- Dave deBronkart, Healthcare Activist

] ANNUAL RESEARCH AWARD

RPLA partnered with the American Society
for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) to create
an annual research award that will support
projects which enhance our understanding of
recurrent pregnancy loss.

ASRM is the premier professional society for
reproductive medicine. As partners, RPLA
will fund the award and ASRM will provide a
platform and venue to share research
findings with the clinical and scientific
community.

EXRMINING THE ENDOMETRIUN

After receiving our $8,000 gift to support her
investigation into genomic causes of
pregnancy loss, Dr. Ruth Lathi and her team at
Stanford University received an NIH grant for
the same project.

As such, we agreed to redirect the funds

towards a project studying endometrial
factors associated with recurrent miscarriage.

RPLA

A PICTURE WORTH 1000 WORDS

RPLA is working with Dr. Dana McQueen at the
University of Chicago to explore the experience
of recurrent miscarriage through a process
called photo elicitation.

Participants select and share photographs to
tell their story and are then interviewed about
the photos they select.

The aim is to understand the emotional impact
of recurrent miscarriage to improve patient
care.

PL COMMUNITY REGISTRY

A registry can be an incredibly effective way
to further research into a disease or medical
condition. It is a database of information
that can help doctors and scientists answer
questions an generate new hypotheses.

This year RPLA participated in a registry
"Bootcamp" that walked us through the set-
up process for our RPL Community Registry
which will launch in 2022.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF REALTH WELCOMES RPL

RPLA President, Megan Hanson, represented the pregnancy loss
community at a workshop hosted by the Fertility and Infertility Branch of
the NIH.

The workshop featured research from basic and clinical investigators
focused on early pregnancy loss. Megan used her lived experience of
recurrent miscarriage to emphasize the importance of their research and
why much more is needed.

RPLA ENDORSES THE SUPPORT THROUGH LOSS ACT

RPLA formally endorsed the Support Through Loss Act (S. 2390/H.R. 4576)
introduced by Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Congresswoman
Ayanna Pressley (D-MA). This bill would:
e Ensure employers provide at least 3-days paid leave for workers
following a pregnancy loss,
e Have the CDC and HHS develop and disseminate public information
regarding pregnancy loss
e Invest $45m annually to the NIH for research into pregnancy loss
We encourage everyone in our community to reach out to their
representatives to ask them to support this legislation.
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46%o Increase in
Contributions

201 New Donors

Overhead <5%o of

Revenue

HINANCIAL SUMMARY

In 2021 RPLA received $69,936 in unrestricted gifts from 284 donors. This
represents a 46% and 186% increase over FY 2020, respectively.

Other income included earned interest and in-kind Executive Director (ED)
services valued at $56,766 for the year. Total income was $126,708.

Cash expenses for the year were $9,533. The largest single expense was
$5,000 given to the University of Chicago to support the photo elicitation
research project. Management and general expenses totaled $3,333,
representing 4.7% of contributions.

Cash balance as of December 31,2021 was $99,101. Ending FY2021ina
strong cash position was an operational necessary to grant 2022 RPLA-
ASRM Research Award which we intend to disburse in April 2022.

No money was spent on fundraising or salaries. RPLA is entirely volunteer
run. ED services were recognized as an in-kind contribution along with an
offsetting non-cash expense to represent the work that is currently done by
our Board president on a volunteer basis and our intent to eventually hire a
professional ED.

RPLA
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rNANGIAL STATEHEN

SIATENENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Assets

Checking $100,511

Cash in Transit ($1,410)
Total Assets $99,101

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2021

Liahilities
Total Liabilities $0
Net Assets

General Fund - Unresticted $99,101
Total Net Assets $99,101
Total Liabilities + Net Assets $99,101

SIATENENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

Period of January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021

Income

Contributions $69,936

Interest Earned $6

In-Kind Donations $56,766
Total Income $126,708

Expenses
Programs $6,200
Marketing & Development $83
General & Administrative $2,643
Other Expenses $606
Executive Director Services (non-cash) $56,766
Total Expenses m
Net Income (Loss) $60,409




Thank You for Your Support!
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