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Your help made 

a difference! 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
Through your contributions, we were able to make some amazing changes and progress together in both education and 

rehabilitation. We rehabilitated many birds with an increase in bald eagles and snowy owls admitted to our clinic as well 

as the number of education programs presented. In September we celebrated 20 years of wildlife rehabilitation and 

education with a “Wings and Wine” event at the Staller Estate Winery.  With the hard work of our volunteers they made 

it a fun and successful event for all who attended. We held numerous events including Photography Workshops, Art 

Classes, Guided Tours and added several new education ambassadors to our programs. Our Matching Grant Program was 

again made possible by several foundations to make our programs more affordable to area schools, libraries, senior 

organizations and afterschool groups. Further details are available in this report. Our plans for 2019 include 

improvements to our existing facility, cages and new building for programming and events.  

 
With your continued support, we will be able to continue providing  a high level of  care for  our  patients, education 

for the public, and enhancement of our center. It takes a dedicated team  to  create  these  successes.  We sincerely 

thank our board, staff, volunteers, sponsors, private donors and individuals who donate or help in some  other way 

each year. The success of our center and work is shared by our community. 

 
Please take a moment to enjoy this Annual Report. 

 

Dianne Moller 

Executive Director 

 

 
"Wesley” Snowy Owl  

Photos from our Raptor Photography Workshops 

"Bill and Ted" Screech Owls "Hickory” Snowy Owl  



A LOOK BACK AT A FABULOUS YEAR! 

Statistics 

• Over 75 birds cared for this year with 55% released back into the wild 

• 121 programs conducted at: schools, libraries, scouts, churches, community clubs, festivals, museums, 

conservation groups, fairs, national conferences, state events and our center 

• 5,000 lbs of food consumed which included: 1 ton of commercially raised rodents, 1 ton of commercially raised 

quail and½ ton of venison, fish, rabbits 

• 15,000 miles placed on our vehicle which included: rescues, vet visits, programs, picking up food, and a lot of  errands 

• We fielded over 250 wildlife calls for assistance 

• Over 30,000 audience members present at our programs this year! 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Moments In Rehab 

We admitted many raptors to our clinic, including snowy owls and bald eagles.  Our goal is to provide the best care 

possible and hopes of returning a bird to the wild. Here are just a few of our stories: 

 

“Mr. Clean” Snowy Owl Release  
A snowy owl was rescued from a manure pit at a farm near Janesville. An employee saw the owl struggling and was able to pull 
him out of the pit. After numerous baths and a period of rest we released him late January and named him “Mr. Clean” 

 
"Canada" Bald Eagle Release 
In February an adult female bald eagle was found sitting very lethargic along the roadside near Watertown. A police officer was 
able to capture the bird safely and met us at the Sheriff's Dept. Our veterinarians were able to determine the bird likely consumed 
poison and fortunately the eagle made a full recovery. We celebrated Earth Day, April 22nd, by releasing “Canada” back to the 
wild at the Jefferson Marsh with over 300 people in attendance.  

 
Keeping Babies Wild  
Each spring we receive many calls from concerned folks who find baby owls on the ground. While they are very cute, it is 
illegal to have them as pets.  They are often best left to be raised by their parents for the best chance of survival.  Through 
education, we continue to have a high success rate in returning babies to their nests and parents. 



 

Thanks to a partnership grant from We Energies Foundation, Antonia Foundation, Natural Resources Foundation 

of Wisconsin, and Ecolab Foundation, Hoo's Woods is able to offer groups the opportunity to host one of our 

Education Programs. The matching grant program is specifically aimed at helping schools, student/children's 

groups, libraries and seniors. Applicants are able to choose among different programs offered and must agree to 

match 50% of the program's fees. Programs not only feature live birds of prey, but teach audiences about their 

behaviors, habitats and simple ways to help with conservation efforts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Earth Day Jefferson Marsh 

Muskego Public Library – Do You See the Owl?  

Preschoolers at Small Wonders in Milton 
showing off their HWRC hand stamp 

following an owl presentation 
Fort Atkinson Middle School with 

Victory the Bald Eagle 



New Education Ambassadors: 

 
 

 

"Hickory” is an imprinted barred owl that was 

recovered in April as a nestling. He is one of our two 

“free flight” demonstration owls for our education 

programs teaching audiences about silent flight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Victory” is an immature bald eagle that was 

hit by a car near LaCrosse Wisconsin. He is 

no longer able to fly and is now a permanent 

member of the raptor education team. Folks 

of all ages enjoy meeting and learning about 

bald eagles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“Hush” is a captive bred European Barn owl from the 
World Bird Sanctuary in St. Louis.  She is  also one of 
our free flight demonstration owls and a favorite 
teaching folks about the importance of habitat 
preservation, conservation, and silent flight.  
 

  



20th Anniversary Event   
 

On September 29th we celebration this milestone at the beautiful Staller Estate Winery. The event was a big success 
in large part to our sponsors, volunteers, friends, family and those who joined us.  HWRC was founded in 1998  in a 
little red barn in my backyard.  The first birds I rehabbed were two orphaned baby GHO’s that were rescued from a 
fire and later successfully released. A year later I started educating with a one eyed screech owl named Tommy who 
was with us for 20 years.  In those 20 years we rehabbed over 2500 raptors, reached over ½ million people through 
our education programs, fed over 100,000 lbs of rodents, and drove over 300,000 miles to rescues and programs.  It 
has been a wonderful journey and we look forward to the next 20 years.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to our 20th Anniversary Sponsors  

Golden Eagle Sponsors:  

American Family Colleen Frentzel Agency  

Tallgrass Prairies, Meg and Peter Layton 

 

Spectacled Owl Sponsors:  

Vitech Int’l, Steve and Randi Vicenzi  

Blackhawk Community Credit Union 

 

Barn Owl Sponsors: Kathleen and Roger Deinlein  
 



We Sincerely Thank You! 
 

It takes an entire team to make an organization successful and that includes our board members, volunteers, 

sponsors, foundations, corporations, private donors and our community. Our veterinarians donate their time and 

ensure that each bird receives the same high level of care. A big thank you to the Token Creek Veterinary Hospital; 

Dr. Diane Zilker and Dr. Sonja Covington, and the UW Veterinary School of Ophthalmology: Dr. Ellison Bentley.  

 
We are grateful to the following foundations for again helping us this year: Vitech International, Inc.,  

We Energies Foundation, American Family Insurance Colleen Frentzel Agency, Tallgrass Prairies, Antonia 

Foundation, Natural Resources Foundation, Ecolab Foundation, Shackelford Family Foundation,  and Madison 

Gas and Electric Foundation. (we apologize for any names omitted)  

Your support is sincerely appreciated, we couldn't do this without you! 

***990 tax information available upon request  

 

 

                                       Thank you for your support! 

                     www.hooswoods.org 

                P.O. Box 21 Milton WI 53563 

                          608-883-2795 

 
Design & Layout by Allison Halkey Mancl- Photography by Margie Duerr, Scott Weberpal & Tracey Leeder  

“Alone we can 

do so little; 

together we 

can do so 

much”  -  

Helen Keller  

http://www.hooswoods.org/

