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SHADES VALLEY
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HISTORY

TIMELINE
December 1951 – Shades Valley
Lutheran Church (SVLC)
came into existence as a
congregation of the GeorgiaAlabama Synod of the
United Lutheran Church in
America
Formed by 25 families and
Pastor David Conrad of
Christ Lutheran Church of
Birmingham
March 1952 – SVLC called
Reverend Dexter Moser
from China Grove, NC
November 1952 — Choir was
formed under the leadership
of Clare Etheridge and Bill
Johnston
1955 — Pastor Moser resigned to
take new call.
March 1956 – SVLC called
Donald Pool of Our Savior in
Albany, GA
June 1960 – Pastor Pool accepted
a call to St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church in
Lexington, SC
March 1961 – SVLC called Pastor
Robert Carswell
State Highway Department,
in order to complete a new
highway, made oﬀer on
existing property and SVLC
purchased the current
property on Shades Creek
Parkway

SVLC, Birmingham, AL

The Beginning
Throughout the first half of the 20th century, Christ English
Lutheran Church in north Birmingham, AL was the sole United
Lutheran Church in America (ULCA) congregation in
Birmingham and served the entire area. As Birmingham grew and
families lived in outlying areas, a group of twenty-five families
living in the Shades Valley area invited Pastor David Conrad, the
called pastor of Christ Church, to form a mission congregation in
the Shades Valley area. Beginning in the fall of 1951 Pastor Conrad
conducted services at Christ Church and at the emerging
congregation in Shades Valley. This mission congregation soon
purchased the little white church on Hollywood Boulevard being
vacated by Canterbury Methodist Church for $45,000. It was
known that this church property would probably be purchased by
the highway department at some time in the future. On
December 23, 1951, Shades Valley Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SVLC) oﬃcially organized with a membership of 58 confirmed
members and 82 baptized members. As the story goes, the name
of the church was a last minute decision, needed at the signing of
the articles of incorporation.
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October 1963 – New church
building at Shades Creek
Parkway was completed
September 1966 — Pastor
Carswell resigned to accept a
call to Saint Andrew’s
Lutheran Church in
Columbia, SC
March 1967 – SVLC called Pastor
James Connelly from
Redeemer in Macon, GA
1969 — Choir came into
maturity under the direction
of Leon & Kathryn Waters.
1969 — New educational
building was completed
1971 – SVLC hosted the
Convention of the
Southeastern Synod
1973 – SVLC began internship
program through the
Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary; George
Sims of Columbia, SC, was the
first intern.
1975 – Completed expansion of
the Nave.
December 31, 1976 — Pastor
James Connelly resigned to
accept a position with the
Division of Parish Services.
July 1977 – SVLC called Pastor
Leland Caulder of Grace
Lutheran Church in Houston,
TX
1977 — Pipe Organ installed
1984 – Pastor Caulder resigned to
accept a call to Ascension
Lutheran Church in Jackson,
MS
SVLC, Birmingham, AL
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The Rev. Dexter Moser arrived at Shades Valley in March of 1952
to serve as the first called pastor. A women’s and a men’s group
were soon organized, and the new congregation assumed
responsibility for Boy Scout Troop 95, originally organized by
Canterbury Methodist Church. Mr. Al Doerfler served as the
church representative to the troop for many years. The church
continues to sponsor this troop. By the end of the first year of
ministry, the new congregation had grown to 134 members, and
by 1954 it had expanded to 174 members.
By October, 1961, the highway department notified the church
that it was ready to make an oﬀer for the church’s property. In
the meantime, a relocation site had been selected , and on
October 29 the congregation voted to purchase a five-acre tract
of land at 720 Shades Creek Parkway for $22,500. After the final
sale of the church property on Hollywood Boulevard and the
completion of a detailed building needs plan under the direction
of the ULCA Department of Church Architecture, the church
held groundbreaking ceremonies on Palm Sunday, April 7, 1962,
and signed a contract with the Richardson Construction
Company on April 22. On October 6, 1963, the final service was
held in the little white church and the cornerstone for the new
church was laid. On December 15, 1963, the new church building
on Shades Creek Parkway was dedicated. In the new facilities,
the congregation continued to prosper as it began to focus on
specific areas of ministry such as social ministries and a ministry
to a growing youth segment. The church continued its steady
growth, and in 1975 membership had increased to over 600
members.
From the beginning of the congregation, worship was regarded as
vital to the life of the faith community. In November, 1952, a
choir was organized, and to this day, music has always been a
meaningful and vital part of worship. The music program began
under Clare Etheridge and developed under Bill Johnston. The
choir and music program matured under the leadership of Leon
and Kathryn Waters. In 1984 a new pipe organ was built and
installed by Reuter Organ Company. Dwight DuBois, a member
of the congregation and representative of the Reuter company,
was instrumental in the design and plan for this organ. We are
thankful and extremely proud of this important addition to the
worship life and music program of our church.
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Late 1984 – SVLC called Pastor
James Bauman.
Hired Crystal Mittermaier as
Director of Music
1986 – Called Rev. Carl Yost as
Associate Pastor
1987 – Pastor Bauman accepted a
call to St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Wilmette, IL
Associate Pastor Yost also
resigned pending a call to a
senior Pastor position
SVLC called Pastor Yost as an
interim Pastor
1988 — SVLC called Pastor Lori
Schifano from Lutheran
Church of the Resurrection in
Marietta, GA as an associate
pastor
Pastor Schifano served as
pastor for almost a year while
Pastor Yost served in active
duty in the Persian Gulf War
November 1991 – Pastor Schifano
was called to Nativity
Lutheran Church in Brandon,
MS
Spring 1992 – Pastor Yost was
called to serve at Pilgrim
Lutheran Church in
Lexington, SC
Lutheran Ministries of
Alabama was formed.

The music program continued to flourish in 1985 with Crystal
Mittermaier as director and organist. After Ms. Mittermaier
retired, Ms. Idabelle Gay was hired as organist and director. In
2017 we were blessed to have Dr. Anthony Pattin become organist
and music director.
As Shades Valley continued in its dedicated ministry, it also
worked to support the beginning of two new Lutheran
congregations. During the late 1970’s, Shades Valley participated
in the initial growth of Christ the King Lutheran Church in
Riverchase. During the 1980’s and 1990’s Shades Valley also
helped Shepherd of the Hills in its beginning. Shades Valley
donated an altar for their worship space.
Shades Valley continues to find ways to serve God in social
ministry and outreach programs in the community, the country,
and the world as we are ever mindful of “God’s Work, Our
Hands.”

Facilities Expansion
From the beginnings in the little white church on Hollywood
Boulevard to the present location on Shades Creek Parkway,
church growth and ministry brought needs for building
expansion. On May 11, 1969, the present educational building
was dedicated. During the 1990’s a number of projects were
completed: the renovation of the nave and sanctuary; the
SVLC, Birmingham, AL
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Fall 1992 – SVLC called Pastor
Mark Scott from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Atlanta,
GA
Established Counseling Center
1998 — Director of Youth and
Christian Fellowship was hired
Addition of 6,000 square foot
facility that included a
gathering area, chapel, nursery,
classrooms, and wheelchair
accessible restrooms
2003 – Pastor Scott resigned to
accept a position as Vice
President of External Aﬀairs at
Newberry College
2004 – Pastor Jonathan Edwards
was called to be Pastor at
SVLC
September 2005 – Pastor Edwards
submitted his resignation.
2007 – Pastor Dan Dahl called to
serve as Pastor for SVLC
2012 – Crystal Mittermaier retired
as Director of Music and
Idabelle Gay was hired
February 2016 – Pastor Dahl
retired due to health concerns
2016 – Pastor Susan Montgomery
called as Interim Pastor
March 2017 — Idabell Gay retired
as Director of Music and Dr.
Anthony Pattin was hired
May 2017 — Pastor Montgomery
ended her term as interim
pastor and retired pastor
Dennis Fakes agreed to serve
for the balance of the call
process.
January 7, 2018 - Pastor Eric
Murray was called from
Messiah Lutheran Church,
Knoxville, TN. Pastor Murray
began his ministry with SVLC
on Ash Wednesday, February
14, 2018.
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addition of a church parlor, a
counseling center, and the expansion of
the choir loft and organ; and, the
stained glass windows in the narthex
and church. The addition of a 6,000
square foot facility that includes a
gathering area, a chapel containing a
columbarium, a nursery, classrooms,
and wheelchair accessible bathrooms
was completed in the summer of 2000.
Shades Valley is thankful for the many gifts that enhance our
buildings and worship spaces. Beautiful stained glass windows
and furnishings have been given to the church as gifts, memorials,
and donations. The church sanctuary, chapel, and gathering area
oﬀer all who enter a beautiful and worshipful place of comfort
and peace.
Many thanks and much gratitude are given to Mr. Barry Luther
for his many contributions of time, expertise, and hard work
given to the church. Even after his passing in 2016, his presence
is still felt and noted in the church. As an engineer, he oversaw
the correction of plumbing problems in the fellowship hall, he led
in the design and construction of the chapel and gathering area,
he handcrafted furniture in all areas of the church, enhanced the
lighting in the church, led in the design and construction of the
stained glass window above the altar, and overall was the man
who knew how to fix any problems in the church. As stated,
Barry is very much missed but very much present in our church.

Youth Ministry
Youth Ministry has always been an important focus for our
congregation. In 1999 Marcia Giordano became Director of
Youth and Christian Education. She began her position with
energy and enthusiasm. During her years working with the
youth, they enjoyed outings and retreats together, took mission
trips to various cities around the country, and attended national
youth gatherings. Our youth joined with Shepherd of the Hills in
service projects, Bible studies, and mission trips. To insure that
no youth would miss out on the annual mission trip, SVLC holds
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SVLC PASTORS
David Conrad

1951 – 1952

Dexter Moser

1952 – 1955

Donald Poole

1956 – 1960

Robert Carswell

1961 – 1966

James Connelly, Jr. 1967 – 1976
Leland Caulder

1977 – 1984

James G. Bauman 1984 – 1987
Carl R. Yost

1986 – 1992

Lori A. Schifano

1988 – 1991

Mark A. Scott

1993 – 2003

Jonathan Edwards 2004 – 2005
Daniel Dahl

2007 – 2016

Eric L. Murray

2018 - pres.

SVLC INTERNS
George Sims

1974

Ken Frank

1975

George Rhyne

1976

Palmer Clemmer

1977

Gary Christensen

1978

William Haskell

1979*

Marti Reynolds

1980

Mike Jenkins

1981

Bob Warren

1982
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an annual garage sale which has become widely known in the
community. The youth have stated that the mission trips have
made a meaningful impact in their spiritual journey. Many thanks
to Marcia for her tireless work and positive influence on our
youth. On November 1, 2017. Marcia concluded her service at
SVLC.

Struggle and Healing
Shades Valley has always been a congregation of loving and caring
people who welcome all to come and become family with us, and
this is still true. However, just as the Christian church has at
times sailed on stormy seas, families and church families also
experience times of conflict and struggle. Shades Valley has also
experienced such times. During the years of 2004-2005 in a time
of the arrival of a new pastor, a division among the members
occurred. There were those who felt a lack of support for the
pastor, and other members felt a sense of selective ministry
resulting in feelings of anger, disappointment, and
disillusionment. Reconciliation among members would have been
beneficial to all. Regrettably, these issues were not resolved
among the members because when the pastor transferred to
another congregation, a number of members as a group also
transferred to other congregations. Those members are and will
always be missed. The remaining members harbored no ill
feelings toward those who left and hope that they feel the same.
When Pastor Daniel Dahl arrived as the new pastor, Shades Valley
began its healing. Pastor Dahl will always be remembered as a
pastor who brought peace, comfort, and healing to the
congregation.
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Sadly, another time of tension occurred in the years of 2014-2015 when some members experienced
feelings of inappropriate conduct by a member of the congregation who was also a rostered clergyman
with the ELCA. The opportunity to resolve this issue ended when the person resigned from the ELCA
clergy roster and also transferred his membership to another congregation.

Now and into God’s Future
From the healing and peace felt by the congregation, a desire for renewal grew among the members.
After the retirement of Pastor Dahl, the church began its search for a new pastor. On Ash Wednesday in
February of 2018, Shades Valley welcomed, with joy and excitement, Pastor Eric Murray, along with his
spouse Pastor Pauline Farrington. Pastor Eric’s ministry began with poignant and deeply meaningful
services during Lent. He immediately began opportunities for discussion and Bible study. Worship
services have been enhanced, and organizational ideas have been put into place. Though our numbers
remain small, there is a spirit of strength, excitement, and purpose to grow and fulfill our commitment to
do God’s work. To help us discern to what ministry God is calling us now and into the future, Shades
Valley has begun an intentional strategic planning process. Throughout this process we have been seeking
to pray and listen to the Holy Spirit for guidance as we work together to be a blessing to our community
near and far.
God has promised to be “Emmanuel”, God with us. Throughout Shades Valley’s history, God has been
faithful to God’s promises. So, we trust that God will continue to be faithful and continue to be with
Shades Valley into the future. And so, we pray: “O God,…..Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
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