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Greetings Neighbors! 

As the days grow warmer, I want to take this time to welcome each of you into this beautiful season of
renewal and growth. 
Spring is a time for new beginnings. It is a time to plant current ideas and get outside to feel the energy
of the sun! It is a time to shed the frigid days of winter!

The fresh blooms of our beautiful tree lined canopy along with the songs of the morning birds invoke a
natural feeling of love and beauty. 
This spring lets embrace that love with our community. 

This spring lets become more visible together! 
Connect with your neighbors and make new friends. Let's gather to share gardening tips, recipes, and
our favorite books.

I pray this spring brings you hope and joy, blessings, and prosperity!

Lastly, I invite you all to join the Audubon Forest Neighborhood Association and get involved. We do
make a difference. 

I wish you all a wonderful spring season and remember, WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER!

Stephanie Fearrington, President
Audubon Forest Neighborhood Association
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Neighborhood News

Neighbors please take note of the following reminders by City of Atlanta's SWEET team and Trails ATL:

Garbage containers must be removed from the right away no later than 9am the day after your scheduled pick up date,
All yard trimmings must be placed in the proper, separate yard trimmings bags.
All leaves set out for a scheduled pick up must be in the proper leafing bags.

The department of public works may collect yard trimmings paper bags in excess of 20 per collection period in accordance
with the fee for excess yard trimmings. All yard trimmings intended for removal by the city through its curbside service
shall be placed between the sidewalk and curb or in a place identified by the city as accessible for removal by city
personnel. Get further details here. 

Solid Waste Education Enforcement
Team (SWEET)
The Solid Waste Education Enforcement
Team (SWEET) serves to promote public
safety, public health and the welfare of the
citizens of the City of Atlanta. SWEET
oversees enforcement of all sanitation
regulations for the City of Atlanta including
provisions for proper storage, collection and
disposal of solid waste, recycling and illegal
dumping as well as guidelines for the
proper maintenance of residential yards and
commercial establishments. 

Access available environmental services
here.

Trails ATL
There are efforts underway to further
connectivity of our trails and parks. The City
of Atlanta has partnered with the PATH
Foundation to create a city-wide trail plan
called Trails ATL. These efforts do impact the
Lionel Hampton Trailway connected to
Audubon Forest. 

The map below represents the phasing plan
for areas that include the Lionel Hampton
Trail. You can view the recommended
citywide trail network map here. Details
regarding the map and supporting analyses
are available in this Trails ATL report.

If you have any questions regarding the
impact of the trails to our community, please
visit trailsatl.com or reach out to Trails ATL
Senior Transportation Planner, Eric Ganther,
directly at: eric@pathfoundation.org. 

It's important the Trails ATL organization
hears from you.

Click to view full
map.

http://www.audubonforest.org/
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/public-works/office-of-solid-waste-services
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/public-works/office-of-solid-waste-services
https://pathfoundation.org/
https://pathfoundation.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65d633994d56be67f7a90675/t/67ed4fdcfc4aea305435d445/1743605724920/TrailsATL_NetworkMap_Web+%282%29.jpg
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65d633994d56be67f7a90675/t/67d3222be0e9b36a567a0a64/1741890105435/2025-03-12+TrailsATL_Report_Web.pdf
http://www.trailsatl.com/
mailto:eric@pathfoundation.org
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/public-works/office-of-solid-waste-services
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65d633994d56be67f7a90675/t/67d32b3497c2325d1095b2fc/1741892434293/TrailNetwork_ProposedMap.jpg


Community Activities
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City of Atlanta Parks & Recreation 
Youth and adult residents of the City of Atlanta
residents can take advantage of the workshops and
visual arts activities at our community recreation
centers. Check out the 2025 Spring activities catalog
here or by visiting atlantaga.gov/iPARCS.. 

FREE one year limited access membership passes
are available for residents aged 55+. These passes
provide access to all city natatoriums. Pass
holders are permitted to swim in open lanes and
have access to the weight rooms at City of
Atlanta Recreation Centers during regular
operating hours. Get your free pass here or visit
atlantaga.gov/iPARCS for more membership
information.
The Office of Recreation also provide FREE
physical fitness, social networking, arts & crafts,
educational seminars, jewelry, crafting activities,
and local/regional trips to residents who are 55+
through the Primetime Seniors program. Trip
destinations include Stone Mountain Park, Gregg
Farms, local trips to the theater, festivals and
outdoor parks. Programs and activities are
offered at several of City of Atlanta Recreation
Centers. Visit atlantaga.gov/iPARCS or contact
the center nearest you for more information.

It’s Spring Cleaning Time in 
Audubon Forest!

Join us on Saturday mornings in May to
do some much needed spring cleaning in

our community.
AFNA is partnering with Keep Atlanta

Beautiful Commission and City of Atlanta
Department of Public Works to fight

litter. 
When: Saturdays May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th

& 31st
Time: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

For more information and to volunteer,
email audubonforestna@gmail.com.

Looking for light exercise and
delightful fellowship with our

wonderful neighbors? 

The AFNA Neighborhood Walking
Group meets everyday at 5:30 PM

in front of Hoosier United
Methodist Church. Contact Kisha
Wiley at 678.471.5070 to confirm
your participation by 3:00 PM on

the day of your first walk. 

http://www.audubonforest.org/
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/department-parks-recreation/spring-catalog
https://www.fulcolibrary.org/locations/swest/
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/atlantadprca/membership/search/detail/23?onlineSiteId=0
https://www.atlantaga.gov/iPARCS
https://www.atlantaga.gov/iPARCS
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/department-parks-recreation/office-of-recreation/primetime-seniors-ages-55-and-up
https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=2025_spring_catalog&u=atlanta_dprca
mailto:audubonforestna@gmail.com


Community Resources

Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU-I)

The City of Atlanta is divided by geographic area into
25 citizen advisory councils called Neighborhood

Planning Units or NPUs. NPUs were developed in 1974
by Mayor Maynard H. Jackson to allow citizens to
make recommendations to the Mayor and City

Council on zoning, land use and other matters related
to city planning. 

The NPUs are the official avenue for residents to
express concerns and provide input in developing

plans to address the needs of each neighborhood, as
well as to receive updates from City government.

Audubon Forest is located in NPU-I. C. Delores Lee
Furlow, is our current NPU-I Chair. She can be reached

at 404.797.5203. NPU-I meetings are held on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month.

Learn more about NPU-I at npui.info. 

audubonforest.org

http://www.atl311.com/
http://npui.info/
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/nature-urban-ecology/arborist
http://www.audubonforest.org/
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Call for Volunteers

We need your help! Please consider
volunteering for one of the committees
listed below:

Executive Committee: 

President
Vice President* 
Secretary* 
Treasurer 
Chairpersons of
Standing Committees

*Open Executive
Committee Position

Standing Committees:

Communications 
Courtesy and
Hospitality
Community Safety*
Economic
Development*
Membership*
Social
History
Zoning and Land Use*

*Open Committee Chair
Position

Neighborhood Info

Street Captains
Street Captains are the eyes and ears for our community.  They
assist with:

informing neighbors about issues that may affect the
neighborhood and its residents; 
 fostering a sense of community among neighbors within
our area; and 
encouraging involvement and participation in AFNA.

Current Street Captains: Mario Wiley (Chair) and Anita Bridges
(Oriole Drive). Interested in becoming a street captain? Please
contact us at audubonforestna@gmail.com.

AFNA Boundaries
The streets comprising Audubon Forest are: Audubon
Circle, Benjamin E. Mays Drive (Flamingo Drive to
Peyton Road), Cardinal Way, Chickadee Court, Falcon
Drive, Flamingo Drive, Jenny Wren Lane, Oriole Drive,
Peyton Road (B.E.Mays Drive to Falcon Drive), and
Willis Mill Road (north of B.E. Mays Drive.)

Have you paid your annual membership dues?

AFNA membership dues are collected annually beginning
in January. If you have not done so already, please take a
moment to pay your annual household dues of $50
dollars. Dues are collected online via PayPal and by check.

Go to audubonforest.org or click here to pay your dues
online.  Payment by check is accepted in-person at each
AFNA monthly meeting.

For more information about AFNA membership, visit
audubonforest.org.

Membership 

AFNA meetings are held on the
third Monday of each month at
7:00 PM in the Hoosier United
Methodist Church Conference

Room at 2545 Benjamin E.
Mays Drive.

Please help us update our membership records!

We are requesting that all AFNA members please update your
membership record by May 31, 2025. Please access our online
membership form to update your membership information
today.

If you would prefer to submit your information offline, please
request a hard copy of this form at the next AFNA monthly
meeting or by emailing Stephanie Fearrington at
audubonforestna@gmail.com.

Find us on:

http://www.audubonforest.org/
mailto:audubonforestna@gmail.com
mailto:audubonforestna@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/checkoutweb/landing?token=9W506406EU405005J&useraction=commit&rm=0&flowType=WPS&mfid=1737865893831_f743714012280&ssrt=1737865894195&rcache=1&cookieBannerVariant=hidden&country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
https://audubonforest.org/membership-2
https://www.paypal.com/checkoutweb/landing?token=9W506406EU405005J&useraction=commit&rm=0&flowType=WPS&mfid=1737865893831_f743714012280&ssrt=1737865894195&rcache=1&cookieBannerVariant=hidden&country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
https://www.paypal.com/checkoutweb/landing?token=9W506406EU405005J&useraction=commit&rm=0&flowType=WPS&mfid=1737865893831_f743714012280&ssrt=1737865894195&rcache=1&cookieBannerVariant=hidden&country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
https://audubonforest.org/membership-2
https://forms.gle/SBd7a8wxAMNPgcYj8
https://forms.gle/SBd7a8wxAMNPgcYj8
https://forms.gle/SBd7a8wxAMNPgcYj8
mailto:audubonforestna@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/audubonforest/?igsh=MXNxc3hsdnZ4dTV3ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/groups/521654272123288


Portion of 1872 map illustrating the siege of Atlanta. (Herren’s Mill
is spelled incorrectly.)  Source: Library of Congress.

Willis Mill Road is named for Joseph Willis and
his grist mill.

Willis Mill Road is the location of one of the four houses
in Atlanta that pre-date the Civil War. Built around
1840, the house was owned by Joseph Willis, one of the
earliest white pioneers to reside in this area. Joseph
was born June 3, 1812, in Georgia after his family had
migrated from North Carolina. 

The Willis property was near the village of Utoy where a
U.S. Post Office was established in 1822 and where a
trading post existed. The area had previously been the
home of Muscogee (Creek) Indians before the State of
Georgia cleared them from their land pursuant to the
Treaty of Indian Springs in 1821. Between 1821 and 1833,
many white Georgians acquired land previously owned
by the Creeks through seven land lotteries run by the
State of Georgia which sold the land for seven or ten
cents per acre. It is not clear whether the Willis family
had already acquired their land or obtained it through
the state lottery, but according to Willis, he lived in
three counties without moving because the land
started in the newly created Henry County in 1821, then
transferred to the newly created Dekalb County in 1822,
then transferred to the newly created Fulton County in
1853. 

Joseph Willis and his family appear in five U.S. Census
from 1830 through 1870 and in U.S. Property Tax
Records in 1848 and 1870. In the 1830 and 1840 Census,
he was married with two children. In 1848 Property Tax
Records, he is reported to have 200 acres of property in
the oak and hickory upland area. In the 1850 Census,
Willis and his wife and their six children were living in
Dekalb County. Four of the children were attending
school. Willis is listed as a farmer with real estate valued
at $1,000. 

At some point in time, Willis acquired a grist mill that
was located on a tributary of South Utoy Creek about a
mile south of the house. Farmers in the area brought
corn to the mill to have it ground into flour and grits,
traveling along what came to be known as the Willis
Mill Road. The Willis Mill could be converted into a
sawmill so timber could be made into boards. 

In the 1860 Census, Willis, who was widowed in 1859 and
remarried in 1860, lived with his new wife and six of his ten
children from the two marriages. His real estate had
increased in value to $2,300. Civil War maps show both
the property owned by Willis and the Willis Mill which was
situated on the dividing line between the Union and the
Confederates during the siege of Atlanta in August 1864.

The Willis family declined to vacate the area during the
ongoing battles. Instead, they, along with two other
families, opted to dig a fifteen feet square by six feet high
bomb shelter in their backyard. Following the Battle of

Did You Know?
Two family mills helped shape the early history of southwest Atlanta? 
Written By Joanne Huntley, AFNA History Committee Chair and Stacey Boyd, AFNA History Committee Member



Utoy Creek, Brigadier General Jacob Cox, the
commander of the 3rd Division of the US Army, used
the Willis house as its headquarters and gave it the
nickname of “the bomb-proof house.” General Cox
wrote about the “bomb-proof” and its occupants in a
letter he sent home on August 11, 1864, after looking
down into the pit. He said the occupants were sitting
on loose boards in the gloomy pit lit only by a candle.
They included women, children four or five years old, a
crippled old man and others who were old and gray,
and an old woman who had been bedridden. Between
fourteen and twenty-six occupants spent about three
weeks huddled inside the shelter during the height of
fighting in southwest Atlanta. 

During the war, a hospital was set up behind the Willis
House. Victoria Lemos reports in her Archive Atlanta
podcast about the Willis House (Episode 34, 05/03/19)
that one of the surgeons at the hospital was Dr. Mary
Edwards Walker, a volunteer with the Union Army who
was later captured by Confederate forces when she
crossed enemy lines to treat the wounded. She is the
only woman to ever be awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Following the Civil War, on July 2, 1867, Willis appears in
the Qualified Voters & Reconstruction Oath Book,
having sworn that he had not held any elected office
while rebelling against the government. In the 1870
Census, there are 10 people in the Willis household
including Willis, his wife, five children, two older sisters
and a farm laborer. The Property Schedule reports that
he has 150 acres of land, 40 of which is improved, with a
value of $2,000. He is a farmer, growing corn and has
livestock. Willis died on July 2, 1875 at the age of 63. It is
unclear how long the house remained in the Willis
family following his death. 

The Willis house is located at 1571 Willis Mill Road.  It is
currently owned by Lt. Col. Perry Bennett Jr, a historian
who also owns Cascade Mansion, built in 1860 at 1530
Dodson Drive.  In her podcast, Lemos describes her tour
of the Willis house with Col. Bennett.  The original
footprint of the pre-Civil War log house and separate
kitchen is visible in the basement and some of the
original floor joists remain.  After the war, Willis added
two front rooms to the log house using home-made
bricks. After World War II, the bricks were covered with
the white stucco that is visible today and porches were
added. The footprint of the bombproof is still visible in
the back yard.  A few pictures are posted on the Archive
Atlanta website.  In January 2023, the house was
damaged by a fire. Repairs are ongoing.

Did You Know? ...continued

Current image of the Willis house circa February 2025. Source: Google.

Wilbur Kurtz’s illustration of Willis family bombproof shelter circa 1932. 

Photograph  
of Willis family
home taken by
Wilbur Kurtz

in 1932.
Source:

Digital Library
of Georgia.

https://www.archiveatlantapodcast.com/e/episode-34-cascade-mansion-the-willis-house/
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_turningpoint_ahc0197v-184
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_turningpoint_ahc0197v-184


Did You Know? ...continued

Photograph of Herren’s Mill dam remnants on N. Utoy Creek photographed
circa March 2025 by Stacey Boyd. 

The Strategic Legacy of Herren’s Mill in the
Battle of Utoy Creek

Tucked into the quiet, wooded corridors of Flamingo
Drive lies remnants of a forgotten landmark that once
played a pivotal role during one of the lesser-known
Civil War battles: the Battle of Utoy Creek. Herren
Mill’s, a humble grist mill powered by the waters of
North Utoy Creek, not only supported the local
community but also inadvertently helped shape the
course of Union military operations during the Atlanta
Campaign in 1864.

The Herren family, of German descent, migrated to
Georgia from North Carolina following the forced
removal of the Creek/Muscogee Indians. Edmond R.
Herren, one of the area’s earliest settlers, established
the grist mill in a valley along North Utoy Creek—land
that today lies beneath Georgia Power transmission
lines that run adjacent to Flamingo Drive. The mill
served a vital function for the agrarian community,
grinding locally grown corn into meal and grits, a
staple of the southern diet.

Because of the mill’s importance to local food supply,
the men of the Herren family were granted exemption
from service in the Confederate Army. Yet despite this
exemption, David Herren volunteered to join the
Confederate cause, enlisting in the 42nd Regiment of
the Georgia Infantry. His commitment led him to fight
in several significant battles, including one close to
home—the Battle of Ezra Church. During the war,
David would lose a foot in the Battle of Bentonville,
North Carolina, a lasting mark of his personal sacrifice.

While Herren’s Mill served its community during
peacetime, it unexpectedly became a military asset
during wartime. In the summer of 1864, Union forces
advancing on Atlanta faced a significant logistical
challenge: Confederate troops had destroyed all area
bridges across North Utoy Creek. The only viable
crossing point was the dam at Herren’s Mill. This dam
became a critical passageway, allowing Union troops
to maneuver from what is now Lionel Hampton Park
uphill toward present-day Cascade Nature Preserve in
their offensive against entrenched Confederate
positions.

Even General William T. Sherman, commander of
Union forces in the Atlanta Campaign, recognized the
strategic value of the mill dam. Historical accounts
suggest Sherman himself visited the site, crossing the
very dam to observe firsthand the terrain his soldiers
were navigating. It was a quiet but vital moment in
the effort to encircle and capture Atlanta.

The legacy of Herren’s Mill is closely tied to that of Willis
Mill, connected not only by geography and their roles
during the war but also through family bonds. In 1887,
David Herren, son of Edmond Herren, married Elizabeth
Willis, daughter of Joseph Willis—uniting two families
who had each contributed, in their own ways, to the war
effort and to post-war community life. They built a house
and dairy farm near her father’s house on Willis Mill
Road on land he had given to them. 

In a 1932 interview with renowned Civil War artist and
historian Wilbur G. Kurtz, Elizabeth Willis Herren—born
just after the war in 1866—described the location of the
bombproof shelter on her family’s property and shared  



vivid stories she had grown up hearing about life
during the siege. She even remembered the names of
21 people who had regularly sought refuge there.
Based on Mrs. Herren’s recollection and his additional
research, Kurtz drew an illustration of the bombproof
included above and wrote an article about it for the
Atlanta Constitution newspaper.

According to Kurtz’s notes, preserved at the Atlanta
History Center, Elizabeth explained that her father and
some neighbors believed fleeing ahead of the
advancing military would result in unbearable
hardships, including the likely loss of their land. Faced
with the daunting question of where to go and what
to do upon arrival, they chose instead to stay and
“weather the storm.” In preparation, they constructed
the bombproof shelter “some days before the fiery
blasts began sweeping across the fields.”

The Herrens are interred at Greenwood Cemetary in
Atlanta. 

The operational end date of the Herren’s Mill remains
uncertain, but echoes of its presence persist. Hikers
along the Lionel Hampton trail may still glimpse
remnants of the old mill dam in the stacked stone on
the banks of North Utoy Creek, under the Georgia
Power transmission towers—silent witnesses to a time
when this sometimes quiet, sometimes torrent stream
played a part in our nation’s turning point.

Stories of Herren’s Mill and Willis Mill are more than a
tale of a local family businesses. It is a reminder that
even the most unassuming places can hold strategic
significance in the sweep of history—and that the land
still whispers the names of those who lived, labored,
and fought upon it.

Find us on:

audubonforest.org

Did You Know? ...continued

David and Elizabeth Herren’s home photographed by Wilbur
Kurtz circa 1932. Source: Digital Library of Georgia. 

After the Civil War, David
Herren continued his
legacy of service—this
time in civil life—as a
dairy farmer, justice of
the peace and an
educator, eventually
becoming a school
principal. David died on
January 8, 1925 at the age
of 77. Elizabeth died on
September 11, 1932 at her
residence on Willis Mill
Road from hip injuries
she sustained at the
family dairy farm when a
cow knocked her down a
few weeks after the
Wilbur Kurtz interview. 

David and Elizabeth Herren’s grave at Greenwood
Cemetery. Source: findagrave.com.

Photograph of David E. Herren.
Source: ancestry.com. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/94357000/david-elbert-herren?_gl=1*1n10bsf*_gcl_au*NDY3MjY1MTc2LjE3NDM5NzA1OTY.*_ga*MTU2OTUxNjY3Ny4xNzQzOTcwNTk2*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*YzgzMWViMzItMWY2My00MDk4LWJjMDEtOTlmNTY3NzcyNzhlLjkuMS4xNzQ0MzMxMzAyLjEwLjAuMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*YzgzMWViMzItMWY2My00MDk4LWJjMDEtOTlmNTY3NzcyNzhlLjkuMS4xNzQ0MzMxMzAyLjAuMC4w
https://www.instagram.com/audubonforest/?igsh=MXNxc3hsdnZ4dTV3ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/groups/521654272123288
http://www.audubonforest.org/
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_turningpoint_ahc0197v-184
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_turningpoint_ahc0197v-184
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/94357000/david-elbert-herren
https://www.ancestry.com/account/signin?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Fmediaui-viewer%2Fcollection%2F1030%2Ftree%2F195695749%2Fperson%2F212543295026%2Fmedia%2F70aba5e4-893e-4138-be21-dad725762fff%3FqueryId%3Dd5ff4c1e-5059-4ab1-b362-6aebf74ff7f3%26searchContextTreeId%3D%26searchContextPersonId%3D%26_phsrc%3DjpO5%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource
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Thank you to our neighbor volunteers who represented AFNA at a recent Friends of Lionel
Hampton-Beecher Hills Park cleanup day! 

You can follow Friends of Lionel Hampton-Beecher Hills Park on Facebook: 

http://www.audubonforest.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/16AnHGPQC6/?mibextid=wwXIfr%20%20Horizontal

