
Climate Action Consultancy: Information for

Residential Homeowners

Please visit www.cachamilton.ca for more information about the Climate Action Consultancy.

What is the Climate Action Consultancy?

The Climate Action Consultancy (CAC) is a grassroots organization that seeks to bridge
the gap between the community and researchers in pursuit of a sustainable future. The
Consultancy relies on collective action to pursue and enact changes at the local, regional and
national level. The CAC seeks to gather passionate, intelligent and forward-thinking individuals
under a singular movement: integrating and initiating green initiatives across a wide array of
sectors and harnessing university knowledge of both science and business.

To achieve this, the CAC provides free environmental consultation to the community,
whether it be for local businesses or residential homeowners. For local residents, this includes
assessments of expenses and return on investment of green initiatives such as solar panels, energy
efficiency retrofitting, and electric vehicles, as well as information-sharing online and via social
media. The Consultancy also aims to partner with local businesses to advise them on government
subsidies for sustainable development, determine the financial viability of environmental
projects, and establish resources to promote these undertakings. The CAC also seeks to inform
municipal policy with respect to climate change.

Who are we?

We have a team of 25 undergraduate students at McMaster University selected for their
expertise in finance, environmental science, and advocacy. Our team is subdivided into
interdisciplinary project groups which are assigned a group of individual homeowners to consult
for. The organization has an executive board which oversees all of the CAC’s publications and
stakeholder reports.
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What services do we provide?

● Free environmental consulting, including:

○ Green Initiatives: Our team will create a report proposing a series of sustainability
initiatives which can be implemented in your home. We conduct an audit of your
residence to determine feasible changes and assess areas of improvement.

.

○ Taxes and Subsidies: We have a number of staff dedicated to researching municipal,
provincial, and national incentives related to green initiatives. By determining
which of these opportunities are applicable, our team can minimize the costs of
projects such as solar panel installation, energy efficiency retrofitting, water
consumption retrofitting, etc.

.

○ Expenses: CAC researchers also investigate the total expenses of proposed projects
by evaluating both the cost of products being retrofitted, along with the cost to
install them in one’s home. We can provide cost estimates which will determine
the feasibility of projects for each individual homeowner based on their budget.

.

○ Return on Investment: A major component of our analyses is return on investment
for green initiatives. Our reports include a proposed ROI and a cost-benefit
evaluation to improve the decision-making process. For residential homeowners,
this ROI will come in the form of lower electricity, natural gas, and water bills
each month that allow you to keep more of your own money.

○ *Note: The CAC is an independent organization and takes confidentiality
seriously. No homeowner’s personal or financial information will be shared with
other external organizations. We are more than willing to provide a
confidentiality agreement to solidify this commitment to your privacy.

.

● Assistance with the implementation of green initiatives: Our staff can assist with choosing
contractors, applying for grants, and assessing finances to implement initiatives.

.

● Information-sharing campaigns: The CAC also endeavours to improve understanding of
climate issues and solutions among residents of the community. We bridge the gap
between science researchers and the community by providing written resources on our
website and social media campaigns..

.

.
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Why do we provide these services for free?

Our student researchers are willing to devote their time and expertise to addressing
climate issues in the community because they are passionate about reducing their community's
environmental impact. As students, our consultants benefit from gaining practical experience
with environmental issues in a professional setting.

What are the benefits of consulting?

● The convenience of having a report tailored to your own specific house assessing
cost-saving measures and areas for sustainable improvement without you having to spend
countless hours researching website after website.

● Reduced costs on your  monthly electricity, natural gas, and water bills if the retrofitting
recommendations detailed in the tailored report for your home are pursued.

● Assistance with the implementation of green initiatives and applications for grants and
subsidies that help fund your home retrofits.

● Access to a team of student consultants assigned to you whenever you have questions.

● Increased awareness of the resources available to individual homeowners to encourage
sustainability in your both own neighbourhood and surrounding community.

Our Process

1. Initial Consultation: Members of our research team will meet with you to discuss your
interest in sustainability initiatives and evaluate potential changes which can be made in
your home, as well as your budget for improvements.

2. Information Collection: Our research team will determine a list of specific information
needed to effectively assess the feasibility of proposed initiatives, such as energy
consumption, water use, and appliances types. This information is strictly confidential
and there is no obligation to supply these details.

3. Research and Report: An interdisciplinary consulting group will research and write a
report proposing sustainable solutions with detailed funding opportunities, return on
investment, and budgeting.

4. Implementation: There is no obligation to implement the initiatives proposed by the
organization’s consultation. If there are projects which you wish to be undertaken our
staff are available to aid with grant applications, product identification, and planning.
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