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State may lose
$1.6 million -
from Mechcg.re

By Kim Phelan

-~

Inamovethatwﬂlcostﬂﬁmﬂ-
lion in fedéral reimbursements, Ful-.
‘ton State Hospital officials voluntari-
ly dropped more than four-fifths of
its bed units under consideration
from Medicare and Medicaid certifi-
cation in an attempt to remain m the

* programs. . [

—in ‘revenues ‘from the federal Medi- -

Superintendent John Mayﬁeld said ’

he withdrew 283 of the 343 beds from
the Medicare rgrogmm last Thurs-
day, leaving only 60 bed units under

“federal certification that provides fi-

" nancial reimbursement indirectly to -
yor Medicare regulations,

the hospital through the state.

As a result, the state will lo'se‘

about $1.6 million of the $3.3 million

care program received from Fulton
State Hﬂspltal Y

“It's complicated. You have to be
Medicare-certified -in order to be

" Medicaid-certified,”” Mayfield said. -

The hospial passed a recent Medi-

~ caid survey, which is less extensive .

than the federal inspection, he said.

- However, the state will not grant
- Medicaid certification to the hospital

unless it ‘also receives the federal
Medicare accreditation. .- .- -,
"A survey conducted by Medicare

-in September indicated deficiencies

in most of the hospital, not including
the Bxggs Forensic Center, -the
state’s only male maximum security
psychiatric facility, Mayfield said.

_ The federal program will conduct a

follow-up inspection in December. . .

“We don’t feel we can meet the
Medicare standards in the psychiat-
ric staffing and medical records re-
quirement,” he said. “But we would
like to maintain parhmgatxon in the

‘program.” ,
Mayfield estimated that at Ieast;;

one board-certified psychiatrist
must be availablé for every 60 beds
in order to be covered under Medi-
care. Fulton State Hospital has only
half the required staff, he said. In or-
der to come into comphance, about
ﬁi;e g.sychiatris& would have to be

“It's very difficult™o recruit psy-

chiatrists into a state hospital, espe- -

ciallyina mxal area,” he explained.

In addztmn, the Medicare survey
revealed deficient medical records.
Treatment plans detailing staff
geels for patients were not specifie,
he said. Progress notes did not suffi-
ciently indicate the justification of
medication for patients or document
the changes in medication treat-
ment he said.

" *'It doesn't mean that the medica- -

tion wasn't given or goals weren't
set. The staff just wasn’t putting

,enwgh detail into the record. .
There's reluctance to spend time .

writing in a chart when you feel you

shauld be treating patients. The doc-

umenmtwn, as far as I'm concerned,
is essential. But it takes a while to
get the attxtndw changed with the

. - staff.” .
Federal gmdelmes stipulate that

the entire group of beds.under con-

, sideration must comply with thereg-
ulations or the facility will lose the

Medicare certification. The group in-

volved in the certification included

113 beds in the adult psychiatric

ward, 45 beds in the Cremer Forenm .
sic Center (minimum security), 30

beds in the admissions ward, 20 beds .

in the youth center, 15 beds in the

" emergency .medical ward and 120

bedsin the geriatrics care unit.

In an effort to maneuver within the )

eliminated 283 of the 343 beds that
would not pass federal "scrutiny in
December while keeping only 60

Mayfield .

beds in the geriatrics unit under the -

Medicare and Medicaid programs.

- The move could allow hospital offi- -

cials to concentrate on bringing two

* .of the four 30-bed genatnc wards up

‘to standards. -

- “Now understand this does not af- -

fect the avaﬂabmty and quality of.
care,” said Randy McConnell, dep-.
uty director of pubixc affairs for the
state Mental Health Department.
“We never see the Medicare or Med-
icaid money. It goes directly to the
treasurer. When a hospital loses cer-
tification it just means we can’t bill
the federal gwemnent. 'I‘he state
covers the individu o

The federal government foozs 100
percent of the patient’s medical bill

the Medicare pro,

through
which is designed mainly for the el- -

derly and disabled, and fmanced y ~

Social Security money.

Fulton State Hospxtai’s gpvem- '
metgt cerhﬁcahon pmblems amvad .

1
of Hospitals, a private organization
that sets nationwide standards for

hospital treatment and facilities. In

May, the mental hospital became -

the first state mental haspzzal insev-
en years to gain its accredxtauou.
from the JCAH.

Considered the “Good Housekeep-
ing Seal of Approval,” the JCAH ac-
creditation was given despite simi-
lar psychiatric staff and medical
record deficencies.

*“They gave us credit for pmgress
shown and potential progress, unlike
Medicare or Medicaid,” Mayfield
said. “But the staffing and medical
records still will have to be in sub-
stantial compliance by the end of the
three years when we come up for re-
accredtationor we losedt,”

~



