
Joshua – Lesson 37: Success – Succeeding where others fail 

Joshua 13 

 

John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

 

Did we learn our lesson?   Study Questions from lesson 36 (Campaigns PT 2)  

1. According to 1 Corinthians 15:57, what is the instrument of God’s victory? 

Answer:  …Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2. According to Joshua 12:1-6, what two kingdoms did the children of Israel conquer with Moses? 

Answer:  Sihon King of the Amorites and Og King of Bashan. 

 

3. According to Romans 12:2, what is the believer’s relationship to the world? 

Answer:  Be not conformed to this world. 

 

4. According to Joshua 12:24, how many kingdoms did God and the children of Israel conquer? 

Answer: 31. 

 

5. Complete the following scripture: 

Matthew 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which 

is in heaven. 
 

True / False 

False The people of Jericho felt they were ready for the Israeli invasion. (JOS 2:10-11) 

True Moses first attempted diplomacy with Sihon king of the Amorites. (NUM 21:21-22) 

False Moses was denied entry to the inheritance due to old age. (JOS 11:5) 

False God’s plan was for the children of Israel to share the inheritance with the inhabitants. (LEV 20:24) 

 

Lesson 37: Succeeding where others fail 
 
"I only regret that I have but one life to give for my country" — Nathan Hale (September 22, 1779 

- 21 years of age, asked for any last words before being hanged by the British for his role as an American 
Spy; not a plea for life, but a declaration that his life is given that others may achieve freedom, and that, if 
offered the opportunity, would not alter his decision. 

- Nathan Hale volunteered to operate in the background as a spy, at the request of General Washington, 
who asked for someone to step forward.  

- He led not charging the line, or leading many men in battle, or as a prominent figure in any sense of the 
word – But he lived true to his convictions, not deviating, and not surrendering, and serving 

- The only requests of young Nathan – A Bible or a clergyman (both denied). 
- Diary note of British officer Frederick MacKensie: 

o He behaved with great composure and resolution, saying he thought it the duty of every good Officer, to 
obey any orders given him by his Commander-in-Chief; and desired the Spectators to be at all times 
prepared to meet death in whatever shape it might appear. 

- Some may view his hanging as his defeat, but it was an inspiration for many to serve with honor 

Caleb may be the best Biblical example of someone who was not in the spotlight – Faithful, but not at the 

forefront of credit and attention. In this account, we see Caleb’s success in conviction and faith. 

 

Joshua 13:1 – Background 



 

(1) Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, 

and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. 

 

Little is revealed about Caleb, but what we do know is that, as Joshua, Caleb was unwavering in his faith and 

commitment to the LORD. 

 

As Joshua aged, so had Caleb. As Joshua endured in the service of God, Caleb never diminished his effort to 

serve the LORD. 

 

At his time, Joshua is about 100 years old (he dies at 110 in JOS 24:29) and Caleb is close in age, as it has 

been about 45 years since the spying of the land. 

 

It is also a reminder, as the believer ages, it is not an indicator of the end of work, but the necessity to prepare 

others to continue: 

 

Matthew 9:37-38 - Pray for those who will join in the work 

 

(37) Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 

(38) Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 

 

- As the work continues, the necessity of new laborers falls on the faithful, as we are to seek all from God 

 

2 Timothy 4:5-7- At the end of our life, exhorting the next generation 

 

(5) But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

(6) For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

(7) I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

(8) Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 

me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

 

- In our end, having joy in the faith of the reward, and having a burden for those who are not yet, as we must 

prepare the next generation with the knowledge of the truth of God, and His Son, Jesus Christ, and the 

faith to act on this truth. 

 

Numbers 13:25-30 – The background (Caleb and Joshua distinguish themselves in faith) 

 

(25) And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. 

(26) And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto 

the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and 

shewed them the fruit of the land. 

(27) And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk 

and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 

(28) Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and 

moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 

(29) The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell 

in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 

(30) And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well 

able to overcome it. 
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- As one man of each tribe was selected for this service (NUM 13:4-15), both Calleb and Joshua were part 

of this group and spent 40 days in the surveying of the inheritance. 

- The report: 

o A very good land 

o Inhabited by a population of very strong people (too strong for the children of Israel to overtake) 

- Caleb immediately responds in faith – It is the command of God, we must go! 

 

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine. 

 

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. 

 

- As Caleb, the believer is instructed to be to be prepared, to be instant 

o In season, out of season: Both in favorable and unfavorable situations (not simply when its 

comfortable to witness of Christ) 

o Being ready:  

▪ Absolute trust in God 

▪ Preparing yourself with the knowledge of God (as you allow the Spirit to guide you in the 

Word of God) to be able to stand against deception. 

 

Numbers 14:6-9 

 

(6) And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, 

rent their clothes: 

(7) And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through 

to search it, is an exceeding good land. 

(8) If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk 

and honey. 

(9) Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their 

defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not. 

 

After the conflict of the report, and the despair of Moses and Aaron, both Joshua and Caleb respond with a 

public declaration of commitment – That the children of Israel must act in faith to have success. 

 

Numbers 14:23-24 God’s promise to Caleb  

 

(23) Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked 

me see it: 

(24) But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring 

into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

- As disbelief is condemned, faith is rewarded: Caleb has the promise of God for his inheritance. 

 

John 3:16 … whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

Believers – Have the promise of God in Life everlasting with Christ – As this is but one life to give, it is given to 

God in faithful service! 

 
Next Lesson: Joshua – Succeeding where others fail – Conviction of Caleb 
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Joshua – Lesson 37: Succeeding where others fail 

 

Study Questions 

1. According to Matthew 9:38, who should be seeking laborers for the work of the Lord?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. According to Numbers 14:25, how long did the spies search out the land?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. According to 2 Timothy 4:2, when should the believer preach Christ? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. According to Numbers 14:24, why did God reward Caleb? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Complete the following scripture: 

 

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your _____________: and be _______________ always  

 

to give an _________________ to every man that asketh you a _________________ of the _________ 

 

that is in you with ___________________________ and ___________. 

 

True / False 

T F There is a crown of righteousness to all that love Christ’s appearing. 

T F The spies testified it was a very good land (of milk and honey) 

T F Only Joshua and Caleb demanded to follow God, and take the land. 
 
T F The believer is promised abundance in this life if they trust in God 

 


