Tanya Tierney Team

R E A LT Y PMOS. B RO K E R MAGE

NEW LISTING!
17 Pennine Dr, Whitb

'Heathwood' family home with
incredible upgrades and a builder

kﬁnished basement!
##1 Realtor in Brooklin since 2012*
CALL TANYA 905-706-3131

Office@TanyaTierneyTeam.com
60000

Protect your home
with our Active
Deterrence Cameras.

Our security experts will install
your new system, activate it,
and show you how to use it.
Packages Starting Under $1200

i 2?
leaving home? i o
We have surveillance
equipment to put your
mind at ease.
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Rhonda Mu‘.cahg, Deputy Mayor

mulcahyr@whitby.ca | 905-706-0482

Friday, December 5, 2025

Santa pulled over in Grass Park
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Brooklin

79 Baldwin StN
Brooklin ON
LIM1A4

Tel 905-620-4499

Port Perry
229 Mary St
Port Perry ON
LOL1B7

Tel 905-98b-4141

MASOM
BENMNETT
JOHNCOX
lawyers

NEVER BE WITHOUT A PADDLE!

be well advised
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Whithy Council Adopts 2026 Budget

(from Whitby.ca)
At a Special Council meeting
on Nov. 27, Town Council
collaboratively updated Whitby’s
2026 Proposed Budget through
several amendments, wrapping
up this year’s budget process.

Mayor Roy confirmed that she
will not exercise the power,
provided under the Municipal
Act, to veto the Council-approved
amendments. Whitby's 2026
Budget, as amended, is now
considered final and adopted by
Council.

The final budget will result in a
3.44 per cent tax increase to the
Town’s budget or an estimated
1.2 per cent increase on the total
residential bill for Town services
for 2026. This represents an
increase of just over 21 cents
(see below) per day, per average
household for the delivery of
important services residents rely
on, like waste collection, snow
clearing, and parks maintenance.
This budget also focuses on
delivering on the key action
items of Whitby’s Community

operating budget will support the
continued delivery of the Town’s
programs and services including
fire services, waste collection,
parks and trails, maintenance of
roads and community facilities,
recreation, libraries, and many
other important services. The
budget also includes $62 million
in capital investments like:

* continued construction on the
Whitby Sports Complex, Mid-
Block Arterial Roadway, and
Columbus Road;

* construction of a new Fire
Hall in West Whitby, as well
as full funding for 20 new
firefighters to staff it;

« community events like the
Home Sweet Home Festival;

+ playground equipment
replacement & accessibility
improvements at Divine and
Folkstone Parks;

« waterfront improvements,
including around the Shirley
Scott Park;

* new traffic safety and
calming measures, including
pedestrian crossings and
traffic signal replacements/
signage; and,

Strategic Plan, investing in + road maintenance,

Council-approved initiatives like resurfacing, and

the Whitby Sports Complex and reconstruction.

a new fire hall and firefighters to

support growth. Quick Facts:

The Town’s $198 million <« The budget adopted by
Hyundai

Bonus

December 5, 2025 to January 2, 2026.

Boxing Month

445 Winchester Road East, Brooklin

Check out our
Pre-Owned Inventory
on our website!

SALES
(905) 721-6599
SERVICE
(905) 721-6588
PARTS
. (905) 721-6577

Council builds on and
amends the Proposed
Mayor’s Budget (released

November 7) and the Draft
Budget (prepared by Staff
and released October 27).

« The final Council-adopted
2026 Budget will soon be
made available at whitby.ca/
Budget.

* Provincial legislation requires
municipalities like Whitby to
approve a balanced budget
each year.

* Only 34% of every residential
property tax dollar collected
stays with the Town. The
rest goes to the Region of
Durham (55%) and local
school boards (11%).

* Ina2025GreaterTorontoArea
comparison of residential tax
rates and annual property
taxes paid on a home
assessed at $500,000, the
top two municipalities with
the highest taxes sit at over
$7,500 each, while Whitby’s
are $6,661.

*+ The Town has implemented
a Municipal Accommodation
Tax (MAT) collected from
visitors staying at motels
and hotels in Whitby and
is looking at other non-tax
revenues to mitigate property
tax increases. For 2025, the
Town is projected to receive
over $600,000 in MAT
revenues to be re-invested
into the community.

« The Town’s tax
program to support low-
income seniors and low-
income homeowners with
disabilities will increase to
$543 in 2026. Learn more
about how to apply.

rebate

For more information, visit

connectwhitby.ca/budget.

(from “see below”) $78 per year
for an average Whitby home
with an assessment value of
$503,000 as determined by the
Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation, 2016.

Brooklin TOWN CRIER...

Brooklin's Community Newspaper

Proud 5 be a Brooklinite
Since 2000. Published 24 times per year.
Editor, Richard Bercuson
613-769-8629 e editorofbtc@gmail.com
« Circulation 8100 -« Delivery via Canada Post
Locally owned and operated. A publication of
Appletree Graphic Design Inc.

We accept advertising in good faith but do not
endorse advertisers nor advertisements.
All editorial submissions are subject to editing.

For advertising information, contact:
Email: RhondaMulcahy1350@gmail.com
Next Issue: Friday, December 19, 2025
Deadline: Friday, Decembere 12, 2025
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CHECK OUR WEBSITE
FOR INVENTORY!
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FOR A CHANCE
TOSAVEUPTO

SIERRA 1500

A TRUCK
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ISHRWIN

525,00

TOWARDS A NEW
GMC VEHICLE.

EVERYONE WINS! VISIT A DEALER TO PLAY

BUICK GMC

Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday Closed

Monday - Thursday 9:00am-7:00pm

YEARS

DRIVING THE
COMMUNITY

SALES 905-668-5846
SERVICE 905-668-8871
PARTS 905-668-8853

1201 Dundas St. East, Whithy
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_ LB In Durham Region, there
DU RHAM - & is no charge to talk to a

R E G I 0 N i | Home Energy Coach.

Planning some home renovations this winter?
Learn how to improve home comfort and save on energy costs.
- _' B Windows Get unbiased, personalized

: ! Insulation advice on the best options for
. ' _r you and your home.

Lower your - DU I"h am
energy costs O Greener

Enjoy improved
home comfort

Talk Durham Greener Homes -
to g Energy Coach CREE

Free for all Durham residents

» Get expert custom
recommendations on cost-
effective home energy retrofits.

« Get guidance on accessing all
the available incentives for your
energy upgrades.

Up to $5,000
in cash-rebates

available for Whitby
residents -

Using vVHEAT™ Al technology, every home
in Durham Region has been assigned a
home energy score.

@ Learn your home's vHEAT™ energy score.

@ Use Al technology to explore how different home-energy
retrofit combinations will impact your home’s energy use.

Learn your vHEAT ™ score, and get full retrofit and coaching details at:

Durham Homes.

a program of / funded by /
Un programme de la Financé par

@Vindiall  WNEP-E  FCM  Canadi
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Brooklin’s History

Remembering

Fantasyland
By Jennifer Hudgins

Long before
| new housing
developments
began to reshape
Brooklin, a different
= community thrived
along Baldwin
Street, just south of the village,
on the banks of Lynde Creek.
Locals knew it as Fantasyland
Park, though longtime residents
might also recall its earlier name,
Lyndebrook.

(This story follows the November
7 BTC article on Gladys Everett
and the November 21 feature on
Horace Everett, both of whom
served in the Second World
War.)

In 1969, the Buchman family
of Toronto purchased the park
and approached the Everetts,
newcomers to Canada from
England, about running it. They
said yes, embarking on an
adventure that would change the
course of their lives. When they
arrived, there was no house on

‘
.

-

the property so they spent their
first year in a mobile home style
trailer, one without running water.
The house they built in 1970
replaced the trailer and made
day-to-day life much easier for
the young family.

Year round fun
Fantasyland Park was a true
four-season operation, although

H LIDAY
BAVINGQ

Save
up to

8.5

[=):

cash. See clinic for details.

. Hearlnngfe

$21oo

Combine with ellglble government
coverage for additional savings’

Get started with a FREE hearing test

Whitby
604 Garden Street 1-888-463-5996
20 Broadleaf Ave, Unit 107 1-888-463-6471

[DRVINNTReRed NSP-GSBSD-BKTC

Book online HearingLife.ca/Holiday

A comprehensive hearning assessment is provided 10 adults ages 10 and cider 8t no cost. The results of this assessmeent will
be commumicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you'ne located iin, an adminstative fee may apply if a copy
of an Audislosgical Ropor & rquested. Child haaring tests ane conducted ol select lcations for & foe, phease contact us for
mane infarmation. Offer not apphcable for industrial hearing tests. Up 1o $2.300 off offer expires on OUZ1Z026. Information
within this offer may vary or be subject to change. Interest rates starting at 0%, Deposit may be required. Bosrower must be
iy of maganty and have & Cansdian bank account Financing s svailable on selct cons-brand hoaring alds and ot select
Hearnglife locations, Some conditions apply. see dinic for details. Offers not valid in Quebsec. Value not receemable for

on the latest
hearing aids’

' PICNICS
* FAMILY CAMPING
' SWIMING POOL

summer was the busiest. The
swimming pool and snack bar
were the centre of constant
activity, while companies,
churches, and cultural groups
gathered on the grounds for
weekend events. Lynde Creek
offered peaceful camping spots,
and the lawn areas could hold
large crowds.

The largest event of them all was
Macedonian Day. Approximately
5,000 people arrived on 45 to
50 buses that filled the entrance
field. Fires blazed over giant
pits where meat cooked all day.
Dancers filled open-air patios
while swimmers rotated through
the pool in 30-minute shifts.
Corporate picnics added to the
bustle. Lasco Steel of Whitby
used to bring about 1,200

people for their annual summer
gathering while countless smaller
reunions and club events filled
every available weekend.

And some romances, too

Winter meant snowmobiling,
cross-country skiing, skating,
and warming fires near the snack
bar where hot chocolate was
served. Inside the banquet hall,
weddings, sports banquets, and
Friday night dances created a
steady rhythm through the colder
seasons. Several romances and
even marriages began on that
small dance floor. When snow
fell too heavily, the Everett sons
delivered brides and wedding
guests to the hall by snowmobile.
When Gladys and Horace took
over the park, their three children.

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

Lesley, Tim and Daryn were just
nine, three, and two years old.
Their upbringing was equal parts
adventure and responsibility.

Teen jobs

The park also became a second
home for cousins (some from
England) and local teenagers
who  worked life-guarding,
staffing the snack bar, and taking
on the least glamorous jobs, like
picking up trash and cleaning
outhouses. Many returned year
after year and became like family.
The park closed in 1980.

Looking back, daughter Lesley
wonders what inspired her

parents to take on such amassive
undertaking. After revisiting old
photo albums, she realized the
answer may have originated in
England’s popular holiday camps
of the 1950s and 60s, places like
Butlins, where her parents had
spent joyful summers dancing,
swimming, competing in funny
contests, and celebrating with
crowds of families. Perhaps
Fantasyland Park was their
chance to recreate a version of
that magic in their new country.

For Brooklin, and for everyone
who spent time in the park, that
magic felt real. And for the Everett
family, it left a lasting mark.

You’ll get “Hooked” this holiday season!
The Panto is BACK!

| Sianna Small
Addison

Charlie Young

December
27th-31st
Town Hall Theatre,
Port Perry

In the grand British tradition
where audiences cheer the hero
and boo the villain, Hook shifts
the focus of the timeless classic
Peter Pan to focus on our anti-
hero, the one and only, Captain
Hook!

This production will feature flashy
musical numbers, outrageous
costumes, comedy, magic,
mayhem, and of course...you're
part of the show! Come and
boo the villain (which is who,
exactly?), cheer the hero, and
have a blast of a holiday time with
the whole family! We promise
you’ll be hooked! Recommended

Logan Thurbum  g)iyia Caschera

Lylah ﬂ
Glover d ®g

&t

Emma Bussey

Charlotte

[
N

MNora Sadeque

for ALL AGES!

All shows will feature ASL

interpretation.

For tickets, visit: https://app.
arts-people.com/index.
php?show=297270

Or go to: https:/lwww.
dreamcotheatre.com/

To see video of the dancers rehearsing
visit www.brooklintowncrier.com

Garden Club Year End Report

By Rahe Richards

The Brooklin-Whitby Garden
Club celebrated its year
end on November 26, 2025,
with a potluck social and the
installation of directors for
2026.

Deputy Mayor Rhonda
Mulcahy attended, bringing
acknowledgement of  our
activities and  community
involvement from the Town.

The recap of our activities
included having a sale of
donated plants from members’
gardens to the public to help
raise funds. A group went for a
tour to Richter’s Herb Nurseries
for herb growing education and
to purchase herbs. They also
took the time for lunch at a
nearby restaurant to socialize.

The Town of Whitby
sponsored three speakers to
present interesting topics to
complement the six the club
brought in. The sponsorship
of the speakers by the town
is to encourage the Whitby
public to participate in and gain
knowledge and skills for their
gardens. it is part of the Whitby

in Bloom program.

As part ofthe members gardens
tour to see the gardens,
members were encouraged
to donate food. We collected
207 Ibs. of non-perishable food
(173 meals) for Feed the Need
Durham.

Other activities included the
continuing maintenance of
three gardens in town: the
Brooklin horticultural garden,
Park of Reflection and the
Station Gallery. We also helped
with the planting at Herbert
Gardens.

We participated in the Harvest
Festival with a stall to showcase
the club.

The Garden Club will be on
hiatus from December, 2025,
to January, 2026, and our new
year will begin on February 25,
2026, when our first speaker
will be presenting on “weather
and climate smart gardening.”

Have a great holiday season
and prosperous new year!

Rahe Richards is the outgoing
President of the Brooklin-
Whitby Garden Club

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

May your heart be filled
with allthe joysof the season

Mayor Hizabeth Roy
and Members of Council

Afwork by Rober McAllee *Foresd Daksin Show, Heber Down Consrvalion Ama”
FoberMcAffee.com

whitby.ca

)
Whitby%
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Book an eye exam before the
end of the year.
Appointments are available
until December 23rd!

8905 - 655 - 6200

www.brooklineyecare.ca

5858 Anderson St

What You Need To Know
This Week In Whitby

Support Operation Cozy Toes and Toy Mountain
Spread warmth and joy this holiday season by supporting Operation
Cozy Toes and Toy Mountain. Donate new socks for community
members experiencing homelessness and new, unwrapped toys for
CTV's Toy Mountain in support of The Salvation Army. Donation barrels
are available across Whitby through December 9. The campaign ends
with a community event at Celebration Square (405 Dundas Street

children’s activities, and a live CTV broadcast. Special thanks to the
Downtown Whitby BIA, Whitby Public Library, and the Salvation Army.
Learn more at whitby.ca/Calendar

Donations for Whitby Animal Services
Whitby Animal Services is collecting holiday
donations for animals in their care. Drop
itemns in the donation boxes at Town Hall, the
Operations Centre, Whitby Civic Recreation
Complex, McKinney Centre, 55+ Recreation
Centre, Whitby Fire Headquarters, or the
Brooklin Community Centre and Library

until December 12, The most-needed items
include dog and cat beds, large dog chews
(bully sticks), collars, dog harnesses, dry cat - i
food, and cat toys. whitby.ca/AnimalServices |

S

Enjoy Winter Drop-in Skates and Swims

'| Take a spin around the rink with your friends
and family or enjoy a swim this holiday
season. View the schedules at whitby.ca/Skating
and whitby.ca/Swimming

whitby.ca

West) on December 9 from 5 to 7 p.m., featuring holiday performances,

New Complex Name:
Fieldgate Sports Complex

The Town of Whitby is proud
to announce that the future
Whitby Sports Complex will
now be named the Fieldgate
Sports Complex, following
Council approval of a new
$1.5 million, 10-year naming
rights agreement.

A naming rights sponsorship
is a financial or land
contribution that  gives
a business or family the
opportunity to have a facility,
room, or public space
named after them, helping to
reduce project costs for the
community.

As part of the naming rights
agreement, the name
‘Fieldgate Sports Complex’
will be prominently displayed
on the building’s exterior,
with  interior  recognition
throughout the facility.

This agreement will help
reduce facility operating
costs while creating new
recreation opportunities in
Whitby. Fieldgate Homes has
played a key role in several
local real estate projects,

including recent planned and
proposed developments in
the Brooklin area.

In addition, separate
naming agreements have
also been established with
two Whitby families who
each contributed to the
project in significant ways.
One agreement honours
a generous land donation,
while the other reflects a
financial sponsorship that
recognizes the family’s
historic connection to the
site and its legacy within the
community. Through these
agreements, the outdoor park
will now be named Roybrook
Park, while a multi-purpose
room inside the facility will
be named the Mitchell Room
after the former Whitby
Mayor’s family.

Together, these three
partnerships represent
an important  milestone
in the construction of the
new sports complex, a top
priority identified by residents
in  Whitby’'s  Community
Strategic Plan.

Saturday, December 6th
7:30PM
Tickets for sale at the door

Adults $15 and seniors $10
Children 12 and under are free

Light concessions will be served

Forest Brook Community Church
60 Kearney Drive, Ajax ON, LIT 4N2

We will be collecting warm socks
for those expariencing

homelessness in our community
gﬁ% and unwropped toys for the www.whitby hand com

_ Salvotion Army . @whitbyband
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NO BETTER TIME

THAN NOW TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ECONOMY

For more than a decade, Beetham
Electric Inc. has been the name
homeowners and businesses across
Durham Region have trusted for
safe, reliable, and expertly crafted
electrical work.

Founded in 2013 by owner Scott
Beetham and proudly family-owned
and operated with his wife Holly, the
company has grown from a small
Brooklin start-up into a leading
electrical contractor known for
quality, integrity, and exceptional
customer care.

At Beetham Electric, no project
is too big, too small, or too
specialized. Their team of licensed,
certified electricians brings top-
tier expertise to every job, whether
its  troubleshooting a simple
repair, upgrading a home during
a renovation, adding a basement
apartment or powering a commercial
project. With the ability to assemble
crews quickly, offer off-hours service,
and manage complex projects from
start to finish, Beetham Electric
delivers seamless, worry-free
solutions every time.

What truly sets the company apart
is its unwavering commitment to
excellence. Clients appreciate the

LIGHTING UP DURHAM REGION:

Beetham Electric Inc.
Sets the Standard in Brooklin and Beyond

- 2

team’s professionalism, attention to
detail, and dedication to getting the
job done right the first time.

Strong relationships with suppliers,
trades, and long-time customers
ensure every project is completed
on schedule, on budget, and above
expectations.

Across Durham Region, homeowners
continue to turn to Beetham Electric
for pot light installations, panel
upgrades, accent lighting, additions,
full home rewires, and more. And as
electric vehicles surge in popularity,
the company has become a go-to
expert for safe, efficient home EV
charger installations.

If you want electrical work, you can
truly feel confident about, choose
the company built on family values,
local pride, and 5-star service. Since
2013, Beetham Electric has been
lighting up Brooklin, Whitby, and
other Durham Region communities.

Ready to start your project?
Contact your local electrician:
Scott Beetham, Beetham Electric Inc.
905-449-0890

:ﬂhﬂmE"""“""

ECRA/ESA Lic. #7009595

BEETHAM ELECTRIC

Scott Beetham, Owner

905-449-0890
sbeetham@beethamelectric.com
beethamelectric.com

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL
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DREAM / CREATE / ENJOY

&mﬂ @—‘Wv;lww.rha_verylandscaping.com

POOLS & SPAS

contact@cbpools.ca
@ 20 Cassels Rd E
www.cbpools.ca

ELEPHANT

CONSTRUCTION & LANDSCAPING

Interlocking Stones Arbors

Steps & Pillars Patios & Walkways
Custom Woodwork Retaining Walls
Foundation Planting Fence & Decks
Natural Stonework Residential Design/Consultation

905.655.8500 | elephantconstruction.ca

Now Accepting the Canadian Dental Care Plan

BROOKLIN 1
Y DENTISTR ¥
X

New Patients Welcome
905-995-5353

www.brooklinfamilydentistry.ca
#3-5540 Baldwin St. S., Brooklin

Alan Hogan ce, coa

Providing a full range of professional

accounting & taxation services.

75 Baldwin Street, Brooklin
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Community Gare Durham Launches Giving CGampaign

For many residents living on
fixed incomes, food insecurity
isn’t limited to one time of year
but it can become especially
challenging during the holidays.

That's why Community Care
Durham (CCD) launched
its annual Season of Giving
Campaign on December 2,
focused on raising funds to
support essential programs,
like Meals on Wheels and
Community Food Box, so they
remain accessible to those who
need them the most.

Donationstothe Season of Giving
Campaign help CCD provide full
subsidies to clients in need, keep
program fees affordable, and
address a growing waitlist for
subsidies.

Support for the campaign allows
us to continue offering these
essential programs that so many
residents depend on.

One family’s needs

Among those is the Newbatt
family. Angie Newbatt registered
her father-in-law, James, for hot
Meals on Wheels after he moved
in with Angie and her husband,

Wayne, following a hospital stay.
While James can care for himself,
Angie quickly realized there was
one area where he needed some
extra support — food.

‘He was eating Mr. Noodles,”
Angie said with a laugh. “| said,
Jim, that’s not good for you.”

Now that James receives Meals
on Wheels, it takes a burden
off Angie and Wayne, knowing
James is being looked after.

“It gives me peace of mind
knowing he’s getting a proper
meal every day,” she said.

Important connections

While Angie appreciates the
food, more than that, she values
the check-in and connections the
volunteers make with James.

“It makes our lives much easier,”
Angie said. “We don’t have to
worry about him Monday to
Friday. And when we get home at
night, he can eat dinner with us.
"Food security was top of mind
when Cait Patrick registered to
receive the Community Food
Box.

A single mother of two young
children, Cait juggles the
responsibilities of being a mom,
managing a household and
making ends meet. A friend
suggested she try the Community
Food Box, and it was the best
decision she made.

“I think it's a good value for what
I’'m getting, especially since
you're getting market-quality
veggies,” she said.

The free
appreciated.

delivery is also

‘I have a hard time sometimes
with both the kids by myself
getting to the store, so it can be
very helpful having it delivered.”

Thousands of meals

Last year alone, CCD delivered
more than 110,000 meals to
clients across Durham Region,
each meal representing more
than nourishment: it’s a lifeline of
community connection.

The Season of Giving Campaign
also encourages local

businesses and organizations
to get involved by sponsoring
Community Food Boxes or

Meals on Wheels for clients in
need. CCD also welcomes team-
building volunteer opportunities,
such as delivering meals.

Volunteers are especially needed
for Holiday Food Box deliveries
scheduled for Dec. 18 and 19.

No matter the size of the donation
— big or small, monetary and
through community engagement
— it will profoundly impact lives
this holiday season and help
make it a Season of Giving.

Donations to our Season
of Giving Campaign can
be made to https://www.

communitycaredurham.on.ca/
donate/form/

Place your
Christmas Greeting
in the next edition
of the
Brooklin Town Crier
Text 905.213.7403
for details
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