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WELCOME TO ISLAND LAKE 

Dear Neighbour, 

This package of information has been compiled as an introduction and resource to better acquaint 
you with our unique neighbourhood in the Gatineau Hills.  

The woodlands and watershed of our neighbourhood offer us all a rare context for living with, 
exploring and learning from nature. It is a place to appreciate diverse woodlands, watch turtles 
nesting and hear frogs sing, and observe the daily lives of deer, herons and beavers. It is a place 
which offers the possibility of together maintaining an environment in which loons can 
successfully raise their young in a lake that remains pristine. Island Lake offers us a rare and 
exceptional wild setting in proximity to a vibrant village, and a large city with other amenities. It 
is what has drawn us all here. It is why we have invested our energy, time and money in building 
our homes here and creating our ‘bit of paradise’. However, Island Lake is a fragile environment 
and deserves our careful nurturing if we are to preserve its unique characteristics and ultimately 
our investments.  

Island Lake was spared most of the issues plaguing many older cottage lakes, since large scale 
development did not begin until the 1980’s. However, the high density nature of development 
around the lake means extra care has to be taken to preserve the woodland lake ecology. We hope 
that you will take the time to become knowledgeable and aware of the information in this booklet 
and communicate with your neighbours before going ahead with any developments.  

Please consult the Island Lake Association, Municipality of La Pêche and MRC des Collines 
websites, and your deed, for your current specific obligations with regard to your property and 
the Association.  

• https://islandlakeassociation.ca 

• http://villelapeche.qc.ca  

• http://mrcdescollinesdeloutaouais.qc.ca 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the ILPOA Board with any questions via email at 
lacalileislandlake@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

The Island Lake Property Owners Association 
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STEWARDSHIP: PREVIOUS & ONGOING ACTIONS 

As property owners in the Island Lake neighbourhood, we have a shared responsibility to be 
good stewards of our woodlands and surrounding watershed (lake, ponds and streams).  

Stewardship implies taking care of a valuable resource and using it wisely, so that we can pass it 
on to others. It requires an understanding that our woodlands and watershed are interrelated parts 
of an ecosystem within the boundaries of the Island Lake neighbourhood. It also means 
recognizing and taking responsibility for our individual and collective human inter-relationship 
with and impact on our unique and fragile ecosystem.  

The ILPOA Environment Committee has taken various steps over the years, and continues to do 
so, to achieve these shared stewardship objectives: 

• Island Lake water testing started in 1990 and is done every two years -Island Lake Property 
Map created in 2006  

• Environmental Information Packages distributed to community starting in 2004, including 
information on identifying invasive species.  

• Joined the Lake Associations Group when it was first established  

• Joined the Program of Septic Tank Inspection in 2007 and continue to do a group pumping 
every two years.  

• Monitor the water level at the lake’s outflow and intervene to clear debris to stabilize water 
level  

• Monitor beaver activity and remove them if necessary.  

• Reconfirmed that motor boats, including electrically-powered, are not allowed on the lake (in 
Timberlake servitudes)  

• On occasion, have had the servitudes and municipal by-laws respected and enforced through 
municipal action, eg. the restoration of the beach with native vegetation, the stopping of 
dumping of sand into the lake and the stopping of the excavation of the quarry off 
Woodsmoke.  

• Continue to try to eradicate hogweed and purple loosestrife and monitor for signs of other 
invasive species.  

These are just some of the ongoing efforts to maintain and preserve the integrity of our lands and 
enjoyment of a healthy sustainable environment.  
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GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 

The following guidelines will help safeguard our environment and make everyone’s experience 
at Island Lake more enjoyable.  

LAKE: 

• Do not wash items, bathe or use phosphates (soap, detergent) in or near the lake. 

• Use only local watercraft provided in order to prevent the spread of invasive species.  

• Put away water toys and boats offshore when not in use as they add to visual clutter. 

• Fishing requires a permit from the Province of Quebec. Never use live bait.  

• Noise gets magnified across water. Please be aware of other people’s presence on the lake and 
respect municipal bylaws prohibiting noise after 11:00 p.m. http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/
downloads/Reglements/17-RM- 04%20paix%20et%20bon%20ordre.pdf  

• Respect privacy by avoiding the use of drones.  

• The private beaches at the south and east ends of Island Lake are for use only by those with 
deeded access to them, as well as the islands which the owners wish to preserve in a natural 
state for wildlife. Trails are also on private property. Please use only by invitation from owners.  

WILDLIFE AND SAFETY:  

• Waste disposal: All garbage and recycling must be placed in bins provided by the Municipality 
of La Pêche. Do not feed wildlife, especially bears. 

• Enjoy the wildlife: Look, but don’t touch. It is harmful and stressful to the wildlife when they 
are handled. For example, frog skin is damaged by human handling and it leaves them 
susceptible to disease and or death. 

• Give our Loons a wide berth (and take your binoculars). Do not go too close to the small 
grassy islands in the lake, particularly in May/June when the loons are nesting.  

• DRIVE CAUTIOUSLY on our road network. There are neighbours walking with their children 
and dogs and a number of places on our roads with blind turns and steep hills.  

FIRES:  

• Do not light an open fire. Fire can travel underground along pine roots and smoulder there for 
days so it may look like the fire is out but it can spring up well away from the original site.  
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• Use a proper fire pit but never use it if it is windy or there is a fire ban as it endangers our 
forests, homes and lives. Consult these sites for information: http://sopfeu.qc.ca/en/ http://
www.villelapeche.qc.ca/downloads/Reglements/16-RM-05%20-%20anglais.pdf  

• Cigarettes are suspected of causing a large number of fires. Never throw your butts out the 
window. Even if your cigarette butt is extinguished, it does not biodegrade so ends up as 
roadside trash. They are harmful to birds as they bring them back to the nest where the toxins 
are released into the nesting site.  

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY: CALL 911 

• Fire Department: 819-456 2161 x extension 2290 or http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/en/
municipal-services/fire-dep/fire-districts/ 

• Police Department: 819-459-9911 or https://sp.mrcdescollinesdeloutaouais.qc.ca/ 

• Hydro Quebec: 1-800-790-2424 or http://poweroutages.hydroquebec.com 

© ILPOA 2021 Page !5

http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/en/municipal-services/fire-dep/fire-districts/
http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/en/municipal-services/fire-dep/fire-districts/
https://sp.mrcdescollinesdeloutaouais.qc.ca/
http://poweroutages.hydroquebec.com


WATERSIDE MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE ISLAND LAKE ZONE (Rv 702) 

This is a summary of regulations governing Island Lake waterside management, docks and other 
structures from the Municipality of La Pêche Zoning By-Law 03-429 (decreed in April 2004) 
(Section A) and Timberlake lakefront deed servitudes (Section B).  

It includes the recent Island Lake waterfront zoning modifications to the Municipal By-law from 
the 2008 Lake owners’ petition (Rég.10-564, applicable from May 2010/decreed in April 2011). 

For further details and illustrations, see complete By-Law (French or English), available on the 
Municipality of La Pêche website: http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/downloads/Reglement-de-
Zonage-03-429-(Texte-du-reglement).pdf. Municipal contact details below.+ 

Please Note: Where Municipal and Timberlake/ILPOA standards differ, with regard to 
clearing, shoreline protection and lake use, the more restrictive apply. 

SECTION A: MUNICIPALITY OF LA PÊCHE BY-LAW 03-429  

Chpt.19: Watershed & Wetlands Protection (”Protection du milieu riverain et des milieux 
humides”)  

WATERSIDE PROTECTION BELT  

Terms The 30 meter wide WATERSIDE PROTECTION BELT includes the BANK (15 m. from 
the SHORELINE / high water line) and a BUFFER ZONE (15 to 30 m. from the shoreline.) The 
SHORE is between the shoreline and the lake. Please refer to illustration Fig. 19.7.1 on the 
next page. 

© ILPOA 2021 Page !6

http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/downloads/Reglement-de-Zonage-03-429-(Texte-du-reglement).pdf
http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/downloads/Reglement-de-Zonage-03-429-(Texte-du-reglement).pdf


© ILPOA 2021 Page !7



Main points from the By-law  

Natural vegetation on the shore and in the waterside protection belt must be preserved to slow 
the run-off of surface water, allow its absorption and protect the natural landscape.  

• No cutting of vegetation is allowed within 15 m. of the shoreline (bank) except for an opening 
or a “window” (see below) up to 5 m. wide leading to and perpendicular to the lake, contoured 
if the slope exceeds 10%.  

• A) If the bank slope is less than 30%, a path of natural materials (sand, gravel or crushed stone; 
wood boundaries) max. 2 m. wide, is permitted within this opening. Vegetation on each side 
must be preserved or replanted to prevent erosion. (See Figure 19.15)  

• B) If the bank slope is 30% or more, a 5 m. wide “window” or view is allowed in which trees 
may be pruned, but shrubs and small trees must be left in place, particularly at the bottom of 
the slope. For water access a path (of wood, sand, gravel or crushed stone) or a stairway (of 
wood), max. 2 m. wide, is allowed. Stairways can rest on the ground or be supported on driven 
vertical posts (no excavation or drilling.) (See Figure 19.16)  

• Excavation, leveling, filling or modification of natural lake topography for personal use is 
prohibited. Similar work for public purposes requires Ministry of the Environment approval.  

• Work in the entire waterside protection belt must not impede the natural flow of water or create 
a source of pollution. 

The recent MRC des Collines Interim Control By-law 137-09, “Our Lakes: Our Wealth” aims at 
renaturalization of lake or watercourse shorelines and prohibits “any control of the 
vegetation” (e.g. mowing, clearing) within 5 m. of the shoreline.  

DOCKS (also called wharves / piers)  

A Municipal permit is required for any replacement or new dock, which must conform to current 
zoning requirements. (Contact details below)+  

An owner may renovate a dock that was legal when built (i.e., with a Municipal permit if built 
since 2004) but that no longer conforms to current zoning. Renovation preserves the original 
structure and reuses at least 50% of the original material. ++  

Docks must be constructed to let the water flow freely at all times, on pilings, posts or as floating 
platforms. (See Figure 19.12 )  

Only one dock per taxable unit is allowed. 

All docks must be attached to shore. (2004 By-law)  
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Recent modifications to the 2004 By-law for zone Rv-702 (Island Lake) (Règ. 10-564)  

(1) Dock size: The maximum surface size for docks is now 8.81 square meters with a width 
(perpendicular to shore) of 1.2 to 2.4 meters.+++  

(2) Watercraft storage: A maximum of 2 watercraft may be stored on the bank or attached to a 
dock at any time.  

++ Docks are considered impermanent and therefore are not “grandfathered” for footprint.  

+++ By-law 03-429 specifies a min.5-m. ramp length for L or T shaped docks, which also 
applies. This is currently under review (2011) as part of a general By-Law review. Contact the 
Municipality for information.  

BUILDINGS 

A Municipal permit is required for all buildings except pump houses. All buildings must meet 
municipal standards. 

Required setback of buildings from water courses is 30 m. (air distance); applicable to building 
footprint. (See By-Law text for exceptions, e.g., overhangs.) 

Construction on bank (0-15 m. from shoreline): no buildings of any kind are allowed. 

Construction in buffer zone (15-30 m. from shoreline): allowed with a permit 

• a single small gazebo or shed 

• a small patio or deck annexed to house 

(See By-law text for size, location and other specifications). 

SEWAGE AND DRAIN FIELDS 

Refer to Municipal regulations. (Not covered in Chapter 19 of the Zoning By-Law.) 

NOTES: +Municipal contact for permits, inquiries or complaints:  

Municipality of La Pêche Office: 1, route Principale Ouest, La Pêche (Masham), QC, J0X-2W0 
Email: reception@villelapeche.qc.ca / Reception: 819-456-2161, ext. 0.                       
Environment technician: 819-456-2161, ext. 2275 
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SECTION B: TIMBERLAKE DEED SERVITUDES  

For further details and to review the ILPOA deed servitudes document in its entirety, please visit 
the Island Lake Association website: islandlakeassociation.ca. Questions regarding servitudes 
can be forwarded to the ILPOA Board of Directors via email at: lacalileislandlake@gmail.com. 

Common servitudes concerning these topics in a sample of 8 original Island Lake lakefront 
deeds provided by owners are summarized below and are thought to be in most if not all such 
deeds. The deeds include agreement by initial buyers to include the servitudes in property 
transfers, with personal liability for damages caused by not doing so.  

WATERFRONT PROTECTION & LAKE USE  

No cutting of live trees is permitted unless to clear building space for an approved dwelling or 
outbuildings. Clearing will be for the cottage site only plus 20 feet outward from the walls of the 
cottage or outbuildings* (dead trees or underbrush excepted.)  

No parking lots may be built within 100 feet of lakeshore, and no cars may be parked within 75 
feet of lakeshore.*  

Only one canoe or similar device from one lot may be used at one time on the lake. Motor boats 
and any similar craft with engines may not be used on the lake.*  

DOCKS (wharves, piers)  

Only one wharf may be built per lot.  

BUILDINGS 

No structure other than a wharf may be built within 75 feet of the lakeshore.*  

All sites for residences must be approved by Timberlake.  

A maximum of a single detached one-family dwelling for residential purposes with outbuildings 
normal to a cottage may be built on a lot. Timberlake must approve plans.  

No dwelling or structure may be closer than 50 feet to any lot line.*  

Building height may not exceed 16 feet from the ground level of the structure.*  
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Timberlake retains the right to approve colours, paints or stains of any structure or craft visible 
from any lot on the lake.  

SEWAGE AND DRAIN FIELDS  

No latrine, outhouse, sink outlet, bathroom or waste disposal ... shall have an outlet, leakage, part 
or end of its disposal system within 75 feet of the lake or any stream that leads into it unless 
approved by appropriate sanitary engineers and in compliance with provincial & municipal 
sanitary requirements. 

OTHER  

No business, commerce, etc., advertising or anything that constitutes a nuisance is permitted. 
Fences must be within boundary limits of a lot, not over 200 feet long, made of wood, and 
painted only with wood stain.  

NOTES 

*except with written permission from Timberlake. Such permission will not be unreasonably 
withheld.  
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RESOURCES ABOUT PROTECTING LAKES                                             
AND SURROUNDING WATERSHED 

“COTTAGES AND LAKES” by Lisa Keller, Cottage Life, 2004
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“LIVING ON A SMALL LAKE” by Jens Andreson, 1999 
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“THE UNIQUE HYDROLOGY OF A SMALL GATINEAU LAKE”                                    
by Jens Andreson, 2000 
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“COTTAGE WATER SYSTEMS” by Max Burns 
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RESOURCES ON POLLUTANTS AND INVASIVE SPECIES 

“TOXIC ALGAE INFESTATION: HOW TO AVOID IT?” 
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“GIANT HOGWOOD: Poisonous Invader” 

!  
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“PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE: A Threat to Waterways and Wetlands” 

�  
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“Help prevent the spread of EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL” 

�
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Thank you for reading this package and learning more about the Island Lake 
neighbourhood and how to protect the shared watershed and woodlands.  

Feel free to reach out to Island Lake Property Owners Association Board 
members or your neighbours with questions to help you get to know the 

Island Lake neighbourhood better! 

For more resources about Island Lake environmental stewardship actions, our 
Association, and our Neighbourhood, please visit:  

https://islandlakeassociation.ca 

© ILPOA 2021 Page !29

https://islandlakeassociation.ca

