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WORTHLESS 

 

All on a sudden, hip-joint of my mother cracked due to an awkward fall, it 

happened without any warning. Mother used to keep herself engaged in household 

chores but now she had to depend completely on others. Not to speak of months, 

mother suffered for quite a few years at a stretch. With the passage of time, pain as well 

as other complications registered growth; no indication of relief was there. In the 

meantime, I have retired from college-service. I have taken up the job of supervising 

mother's nursing voluntarily. I had the feeling that mother did not like to be bed-ridden at 

all but she was helpless. She had to accept nursing done by others. She used to lament 

that she could not do anything for me for a long time and on the other hand, I had been 

put into great inconvenience. I urged upon mother not to utter such words, those 

utterances defy and logic. Surprisingly, mother told me the other day “you have repaid 

what I have done for your”. My God! Repayment of indebtedness to mother! Is it 

possible? No, it can’t be so. Again I thought that it might be. I was pleased to hear those 

words. I felt elated. To be precise, those words whenever recollected gave me 

satisfaction.  

Another day, I handed over a fresh Almanac to her as I did in the yesteryears. 

She turned a few pages and kept it aside. She spoke in a chocked voice you have been 

buying Almanac for me regularly but now there is a difference. Previously I could read 

somehow with feeble vision; but this time I could not make out anything: Vision has 

gone out of both the eyes;  
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Mother's words hit me in the heart. Momentarily, I felt guilty, occasionally I had 

inferred that mother needed surgery on her eyes. I had consulted doctors too but 

surgery could not be arranged due to some hindrances. It remains the fact that surgery 

was not done. 

I failed. Yes, I failed. My complacency evaporated like camphor. A pumped-up 

gas ballon fell flat at the stroke of a sharp pin.  

Then, I was standing there with my head down like a stupid. 

 

(Translated by Sri ApurbaGhosh, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal from Bengali in original) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


