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Timeline of Church History VI

Mid Fifth Century Until Gregory the Great

General History
Rome, North Africa, the 

West
Alexandria/Egypt, 
Antioch, Jerusalem Constantinople

Councils, Schisms, 
Heresies, Persecutions Writers and Leaders

450 Marcian, emperor; 
marries Pulcheria Augusta

c.450 Zosimus, historian, 
flor.

451-52 Anti-Chalcedonian 
riots in Alexandria and 
Jerusalem

451-57 Proterius, 
patriarch of Alexandria 
(murdered)

452 Leo participates in 
embassy to Attila. Leo 
rejects 28th canon of 
Chalcedon

452 Juvenal forced to flee 
Jerusalem

453 Pulcheria dies 454 Theodoric born
453-58 Juvenal restored; 
dies

455 Gaiseric captured 
Rome

455-56 Avitus, emperor in 
West; Gallo-Visigothic 
alliance
456-72 Ricimer, de facto 
ruler of West

457 Marcian dies

457-61 Majorian, emperor 
in West (executed in Aug)

457-60 Timothy Aelurus of 
Alexandria (desposed)

457-58 Leo's "plebicite" 
concerning Timothy 
Aelurus

457-74 Leo I, emperor in 
East

458-78 Anastasius, 
patriarch of Jerusalem

458-71 Gennadius, 
patriarch

459 Simeon Stylites dies

460 Emperess Eudoxia 
dies in Jerusalem

460 Sidonius Apollinaris 
flor.; bishop of Clermont 
from 471

460-82 Timothy "Wobble 
Cap," of Alexandria, 
Chalcedonian

461 Leo I (pope) dies; 
Patrick dies; Hilarus, 
pope to 468
466 Clovis born; Euric, 
king of Visigoths, 
advances Arian cause in 
Gaul

468 Leo I fails to defeat 
Vandals 468-83 Simplicius, pope

469 Confusion in Antioch. 
Peter the Fuller emerges 
as anti-Chalcedonian 
leader in Antioch

471 Aspar murdered; 471-
89 Acacius, Patriarch

474 Leo II, emperor; 474-
91 Zeno, emperor

475-77 Timothy Aelurus 
restored

475 Ephesus III, anti-
Chalcedonian

476-76 Basiliscus usurps

476 Basiliscus's anti-
Chalcedonian policies 
frustrated by Acaius and 
Daniel Stylite

476-93 Odoacer, king of 
Italy
477 Gaiseric dies; 477-84 
Huneric, king of Vandals

478-86 Martyrius, 
patriarch of Jerusalem
479 Stephen, patriarch of 
Antioch, murdered

c.480 Monasticism begins 
in Celtic Britain; Boethius 
born; Benedict born

481-84 Calendio, 
patriarch of Antioch

480-88 Peter the Iberian 
flor.
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482-84 John Talaia, 
patriarch of Alexandria, 
Chalcedonian

482 Zeno writes 
Henotikon (28 July)

483-92 Felix III, pope
482-90 Peter Mongo, 
patriarch of Alexandria, 
anti-Chalcedonian

483-84 Huneric 
persecutes African 
Catholics

484 Acacius 
excommunicated by 
Council at Rome (July)

484-88 Peter the Fuller, 
patriarch of Antioch 484-519 Acacian Schism

485-521 Philoxenus, 
bishop of Mabbug 
(Hierapolis)
486-94 Sallust, patriarch 
of Jerusalem
488 Severus decides on 
monastic vocation
488-98 Palladius, 
partriarch of Antioch 489-90 Fravitta, patriarch

491-518 Anastasius, 
emperor 492-96 Gelasius, pope

490-98 Athanasius II of 
Alexandria, anti-
Chalcedonian

490-96 Euphemius, 
patriarch (deposed)

493-526 Theodoric the 
Ostrogoth, king of Italy

495 "Tablettes Albertini" 
(North Africa)

494-516 Elias, patriarch 
of Jerusalem (deposed)

496-523 Thrasamund, king 
of Vandals

496-98 Anastasius II, 
pope; attempts to end 
Acacian Schism

496-511 Macedonus, 
patriarch (deposed)

498 Isaurians expelled 
from Constantinople

498-506 Laurentian 
Schism

498-505 John Hemula, 
patriarch of Alexandria

499 Clovis baptized 498-514 Symmachus, 
pope

498-512 Flavian II, 
patriarch of Antioch 
(deposed)

500-512 Philoxenus of 
Mabbug wages anti-
Chalcedonian campaign

c.500 Theodora born 500-527 Fulgentius of 
Ruspe flor.

500-532 St Sabas acts in 
favor of Chalcedon in 
Palestine
502 Mission of the Nine 
Saints in Ethiopia
505-16 John of Nikiou, 
patriarch of Alexandria 506 Council of Agde

507 Franks defeat 
Visigoths at Vouillé

507 Philoxenus in 
Constantinople 507-53 Severus flor.

508-11 Severus in 
Constantinople
510 Anastasius writes 
Typos

510-20 Zacharias Rhetor 
flor.

511 Council of Orléans 
reestablishes official 
status of Catholicism 
throughout Gaul; Clovis 
dies (Nov)

511-18 Timothy, patriarch 511 Council of Sidon 510-23 Boethius flor.

513 Vitalian revolts
512-18 Severus, patriarch 
of Antioch (deposed) 512 Trisagion riots 513 Synod of Tyre

514 Hormisdas, pope 516-18 Dioscorus II, 
patriarch of Alexandria

514-84 Cassiodorus, 
statesman and writer 
flor.

516-24 John, patriarch of 
Jerusalem

517 Council of Epaul; 
Catholicism victorious in 
Burgundy

518 Justin I, emperor; 
reverses religious policy 
of Anastasius

518-20 Paul, patriarch of 
Antioch (resigns)

518-20 John, patriarch; 
first use of term 
"Ecumenical Patriarch"

518-35 Timothy IV, 
patriarch of Alexandria
518-38 Severus in exile in 
Alexandria
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519 Justin I ends Acacian 
Schism (March)

519-21 Scythian monks in 
Rome

519-30 Monophysites 
persecuted in Antioch and 
throughout East except 
Egypt

523 Boethius executed
520-26 Euphrasius, 
patriarch of Antioch 
(killed in earthquake)

520-35 Epiphanius, 
patriarch

521 James of Sarug, poet 
and Monophysiyte 
theologian, dies

523-30 Hilderic, king of 
Vandals, pro-Catholic and 
Byzantine

523-26 John I, pope 524-44 Peter, patriarch of 
Jerusalem

c.524 Julianist Schism 
begins

526 Embassy to 
Constantinople on behalf 
of Theodoric

526-34 Athalaric, king of 
Ostrogoths; Amalasuntha 
regent

526-30 Felix IV, pope 526-44 Ephraim, patriarch 
of Antioch

527-65 Justinian, emperor

527-30 Monophysite 
hierarchy emerges; 
Antiheretical laws 
promulgated by Justinian

529 Benedict founds 
Monte Cassino

529 Athens Academy 
closes; Council of Orange

530 Dioscorus, pope
530-40 Leontius of 
Jerusalem flor.; Anthimus 
of Tralles, architect flor.

530-32 Persian War 530-32 Boniface II, pope 532 Nika riots
530-60 Proopius, historian 
flor.

532-33 Conferences with 
Monophysite leaders

533-34 Belisarius's 
expedition to North Africa 
ends Vandal kingdom

533-35 John II, pope 534 Codex Justinianus 
published

535 Amalasunta 
murdered; Gothic War 
begins

535 Catholicism restored 
in North Africa

535 Gaianus, patriarch of 
Alexandria, Julianist 
(deposed)

c.535 Leontius of 
Byzantium flor.

535-36 Agapetus, pope 535-66 Theodosius, 
patriarch of Alexandria

535-36 Anthimus, 
patriarch, pro-
Monophysite (desposed)

536 Belisarius invades 
Italy; Rome falls to 
Belisarius

536-37 Silverius, pope
536 Agapetus visits; 
Severus condemned by 
Home Synod

537 Theodosius exiled to 
Constantinople; 
Chalcedonian succession 
restored in Alexandria

537 Hagia Sophia 
dedicated

537-54 Vigilus, pope
537-40 Paul, patriarch of 
Alexandria (deposed)

540 Ravenna falls to 
Belisarius

540-43 Origenist 
controversy 540 Gildas flor.

542 Theodora launches 
successful mission of 
Julian to Nubia

542 James Baradaeus 
begins mission

542-50 Gothic recovery 
under Totila

542-51 Zoilus, patriarch 
of Alexandria, 
Chalcedonian

542-60 Monophysite 
church established 
throughout Byzantine 
Empire

546 Theodore Ascidas 
promts promulgation of 
Edict of Three Chapters; 
Totila captures Rome 
(Dec)

544-74 Mararius, 
patriarch of Jerusalem

547 Totila loses Rome to 
Belisarius again (April) c.547 St Benedict dies

547 Vigilius visits 
Constantinople

548 Vigilius issues 
Judicatum condemning 
Three Chapters

548 Theodora dies

550-70 Tritheist heresy in 
Monophysite church

550-60 Agathias, historian 
flor.
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551-70 Apollinaris, 
patriarch of Alexandria, 
Chalcedonian

550-85 John of Ephesus, 
Monophysite historian 
flor.

552 Totila defeated at 
Busta Gallorum

552 Reparatus, 
archbishop of Carthage, 
deposed

552-65 Eutychius, 
patriarch, deposed

553 Justinian acquires 
most of Andalusia

553 Fith General Council; 
Three Chapter condmned

554 Narses ends Gothic 
resistance: "Pragmatic 
Sanction" organizes 
Byzantine Italy

554 Vigilius's Constitutum 
accepts decision of Fifth 
General Council

554-90 Schisms in West, 
particularly in N. Italy, 
directed against Fifth 
General Council

555-61 Pelagius I, pope
557-61 Monophysite 
hierarchy restored in 
Antioch with Sergius as 
Patriarch

559-70 Anastasius, 
patriarch of Antioch 
(deposed)

561-74 John III, pope
560-70 Corippus, poet 
flor.

563 Columbia arrives on 
Iona

565-78 Justin II, emperor
565-77 John Scholasticus, 
patriarch

567 Plague in Italy c.566 Chalcedonian 
mission to Makurrah

566-67 John Scholasticus's 
discussion with 
Monophysites

568 Lombard invasion 
begins

568 Colloquy at 
Callinicum
569 Longinus's mission to 
Alwah

570-91 Gregory, patriarch 
of Antioch, Chalcedonian

571 "Second Henotikon" 
fails to end schism

570-650 Nestoran missions 
in East; China reached 
635

572-73 Lombards take 
Spoleto and Benevento

574-79 Benedict I, pope
574-94 John, patriarch of 
Jerusalem

c.577 Slav invasion of 
Balkans begin in earnest

576-77 Peter, patirarch of 
Alexandria, Monophysite; 
Coptic hierarchy 
established in Alexandria

577-82 Eutychius, 
patriarch, restored

578-82 Tiberius II, 
emperor

578-604 Damian, 
patriarch of Alexandria, 
Monophysite; Schism 
between Alexandrian and 
Antiochene Monophysites

579 Persian War renews 579-90 Pelagius II, pope
580-94 Gregory of Tours, 
historian flor.

581 Al-Mundhir affair
581-91 Peter of 
Callinicum, patriarch of 
Antioch, Monophysite

582-602 Maurice, emperor
581-608 Eulogius, 
patriarch of Alexandria, 
Chalcedonian

582-95 John the Faster, 
patriarch

587 Recared, king of 
Visigoths, converts to 
Catholicism

590-604 Gregory I, pope
590-615 Columbanus 
flors.
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591 Treaty between Rome 
and Persia

590-615 Columbanus's 
missions

593-98 Anastasius 
restored at Antioch
594-600 Amos, patriarch 
of Jerusalem

595 Controversy over title 
"Ecumenical Patriarch"

597 Gregory I's mission to 
Anglo-Saxons

595-631 Athanasius "the 
Camel Driver," patriarch 
of Antioch, Monophysite

595-603 Cyriacus, 
patriarch

601 War between 
Byzantium and Avars

600-609 Hesychius, 
patriarch of Jerusalem

602 Maurice and family 
murdered (Nov)

602-10 Phocas, emperor
603 Lombard heir 
baptized Catholic

614 Jerusalem falls to 
Persians


