Town of Bernice
Council Meeting
October 13, 2026

Mayor Mildred Ferguson and the Town Council met in Regular Session on October 13, 2026 in the Council Room of the Town Hall with the following present: Gene Terral, Amy Pesnell, Joanna Ward, Lanell Clubbs, and Cedric Andrews.

Also present: Town Attorney Joe Cusimano; Lana Patton, Town Clerk; Clyde Hays, Mayor Elect; Asst. Town Clerk Melissa Alvarez; Police Officer Courtney Johnson; Fire Chief Dannye Murphey; Asst. Fire Chief J. R. Horton; Dena Lee, Banner News; and citizens.

Mayor Ferguson called the meeting to order. Gene Terral led the prayer. Lana Patton called the roll. Joanna Ward made a motion with Lanell Clubbs seconding the motion to approve the previous minutes. Vote was unanimously approved.

Amy Pesnell made a motion with Joanna Ward seconding the motion to approve Heard, McElroy & Vestal as the CPA firm for the town. Vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Ferguson reported on the activities of the town saying that the Corney Creek Festival was very successful. Mayor Ferguson also said that the Trick or Treat event will be held downtown on October 31st from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Mayor Ferguson said that the Town Hall will be closed on November 3rd for Election Day and on November 11th for Veteran’s Day. Mayor Ferguson reported that a Public Hearing will be held on October 17th at the Town Hall regarding the Grant for Dilapidated Houses.

Police Officer Courtney Johnson reported to the council that Police Chief Jones asked him to recommend Kassey Horton, Dion Diggs, and Jaquez Wafer be hired as part-time patrol officers. Lanell Clubbs made a motion with Gene Terral seconding the motion to table the matter until the November meeting. Roll call votes were as follows: Yeas: Terral, Pesnell, Ward, Clubbs, Andrews. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None.

Asst. Fire Chief J. R. Horton reported to the council on the activities of the Fire Department and informed them that the burn ban is still in effect.

Amy Pesnell made a motion to approve payment of bills with Gene Terral seconding the motion. Vote was unanimously approved. Gene Terral made a motion to adjourn with Joanna Ward seconding the motion.

________________________________________      _______________________________ 
Attest: Lana Patton, Town Clerk                              Approve: Mayor Mildred Ferguson


