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How we got to today’s opening



Adelheid Hirsch (nee Flatau)



Adelheid Flatau
• Studied art at the Vereinigte Staat-schulen 

and graduated as a master with German 
Expressionist Karl Hofer. Timing of this is 
unclear (1927-30?).  Also worked with 
George Mosson and Ferdinand Spiegel 
(definitely 1928)

• Studied with color theorist Johannes Itten 
and then assisted him with German-
English translation for his non-German 
speaking students (likely 1927-1934).

• Itten left The Bauhaus in 1924 to start the 
Itten Schule in Berlin (1926-1934).

• Adelheid Flatau had a studio near the Itten 
Schule and exhibited in galleries in Berlin 
1930-1934?

1925 J-Model Harley-Davidson



Adelheid Hirsch



A Career Interrupted
Artwork
• Early work not taken to the United 

States was lost in Germany and in 
England.

• It’s unclear what artwork was 
exhibited and in which galleries while 
living in Berlin.

• There’s one painting that may shed 
light on her studio.  What’s the 
relationship with Richard Eschke 
(1859-1944)?



Chicago Sun-Time
Harold Haydon 
September 16, 1972



It’s good to have friends…

…in high places



Johannes Itten
• Itten’s Color Theory centers on a 12-

color wheel, a system of seven types 
of color contrast, and the emotional 
and psychological impact of color 
choices.

• He taught color theory at 
the Bauhaus school and developed 
concepts for using primary, 
secondary, and tertiary colors, warm 
and cool colors, and complementary 
colors.

• Itten's work provides a framework for 
artists to understand how colors 
interact and how to evoke specific 
feelings through their use of color.

• Itten was instrumental in getting Klee 
and Kandinsky to work at The 
Bauhaus.



Friendship with 
Johannes and 

Anneliese Itten



Itten Correspondence 



Ludwig Mies Van der Rohe 
(1888-1969)

• German-American architect, academic, 
and interior designer.

• Generally regarded as one of the 
pioneers of modern architecture

• The last director of the Bauhaus, 
emigrated in 1937-38 to escape Nazi 
Germany

• He accepted the position to head the 
architecture school at what is today 
the Illinois Institute of Technology (The 
New Bauhaus)



Artistic Influences



Classical Training  – Technical Drawing  - Vereinigt Staatschulen - Berlin

Dutch copperplate engraving of 
Arch Perspectives, 1605



Adelheid Hirsch -



Vereinigt Staatschulen – 
Berlin

Karl Hofer (1878-1955)



Johannes Itten - 1916 Adelheid Flatau – ca. 1928

Johannes Itten



The Art Institute of Chicago

1949       Bachelor of Art Education
1965       Master of Art Education



Later Influences - 



Henri Matisse

Henri Matisse, 1905

The Green Stripe



Items of Interest



Lillian Leitzel



Johannes Itten (1888-1967) 

Lithograph on heavy paper. 1921

Saying from the portfolio of New 

European Graphics, 1st Portfolio: 

Masters of the State Bauhaus, 

Weimar, 1921.

Given to Adelheid Flatau by Johannes 

Itten sometime in the late 1920s when 

she studied with him for a year and 

then served as his interpreter at the 

Itten Schule (1926-1934) in Berlin. 



“Greeting and health to the hearts that are 
illuminated by the light of love and cannot 
be led astray by the hopes of a heaven or 
the fear of a hell” 

– O.Z. Hanish 
(founder of the religious movement known as Mazdaznan)
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