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FLABORATION OF ABOVE

Fathef Schmitz has asked.to be relieved of the Downtown Chapel becaﬁse of health reasouns.
During the summer he will be dlrector of Camp Howard of Oregon. He will be in residence there
for the time bEIHg. S

. Meanwhile, Archblshop Howard has app01nted Rev. Merlin D, Hamsmlth as pastor of the Chape:
to succed Father Schmltz.

The St. Vincent de Paul parish was canonlcally erectedwommbugust 5, 1943, with the Rev.
Jerome M. Schmitz as the first pastor. The Downtown Chapel, located at S. W. Fifth Avenue and
Burnside Street, Portland, was opened for worship and formally dedicated by Archbishop Howard
on July 18, l9h3, the v1g11 of the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul.-

By the spring of-19hhvit was found necessary to.enlarge-the chapel. 1In April, 195h, the
present building and property Were'purchased by the parish and additional improvements were

£ . .
- When several subiccis ‘ave mentiened in an ‘uwl.nl-rcl et on f«l‘“"““ orms, PR
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“made. In the summer of 1948 the entire bulldlnw was remodeled as at nresent constituted w1th
facilities for the Portland Seamen Center in the basement, and the entire main floor belng
adapted for use as a chapel, accommodating 325 persons. The second floor was remodeled to .
.allow living quarters for three prlests and a housekeeper, and for the: parlsh hall to accom- .
“motlate 200 pers ons., '

Present attendance at the chapel is computed to average hOO daily, with an approx1mate
attendance of 1100 persons at the five’ Sunday Masses.~ : —

. Besides the pastor, Father Schmltz, Father Pius Aleska and Father John Curmmisky, OSB,
are in residence. Father Aldo Orso-Manzonetta who has been assistant at the chapel since
June, 1952, was recently assigned to Our Lady of the Mountain. -arls in AsnIang, as.. emporany]
adminisirator, Mr. Fred Grass has been sexton since 19463 osep Wieck, ousekeeper, Tince
199; Miss Estelle Callahan, secretary, since 19Uk, '

The Downtown Chapel has been free of indebtedness for the past-three-years and a reserveg
of $30,000 has been accumulated towards the new church., The- ‘Downtown Chapel is also respon- |
sible for the $20,000 St. Therese burse for the training of priests; $9,000 has been collected
to date for this fund. In 1953 $5,000 was rajsed for.the building of a chapel at Camp
Howard of Oregon. In 1948 the Catholic j&%@%%éﬂwCIub was established in the basement -
quarters, and in the past year the name was changed to Portland Seamen's Center and became a ‘
participating member in the United Fund. S

Prior to the establishment of the present parlsh (canonlcal),-for over a quarter of a-

H

century the problem-of a downtown chapel for the. great number of Qa. Jiving close %
to the center of the city had been discussed. One or two desultory ts had been made in
the past, but the difficulties appeared too great for solution. .= TR . e i
‘ = ; - M - - Page_l - ‘ } ‘.-‘ ST T e i
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Page 2 --= Downtown Chapel.

On Seontember 3, 1935, this long and ardently-qhérished project was bfought to a happy
solution when Archbishon,Howard_blessed the St. Vincent de Paul Chapel at S. . Third Avenue
and Ankeny Street, contiguous to the Burnside district. ’ ' _

Accordiﬁg to a report,rendered on the third anniversary of thé establishment of the read~

ing room by the Reverend John E. Larkin in charge of both tieereading roonm and the chapel,

over 300,000 men nad been benefited by these facilities during the preceding three years.

o in Februéry, 1939, the reading rooﬁ and chapel were moved to another location at N. W.
Fourth and Couchr Street. S ' : . :

e —— e b s ST
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Archbishop Howard has officially announced the following app01ntments, all of which are
effective on next Thursday, August 30, 1951: L .

Pastors'

The Reverend Theodore J. Bernards as pastor of St. John the Apostle parish, Oregon Clty.

The Reverend Robert S. Neugebauer as pastor of Mary Stamaf the Sea parish, Astoria.
The ReVerend Carl VWachter as pastor of St. Monica's parish, Coos Bay.

The Reverend Joseph E, Vanderbeck as pastor of St. Joseph's parish, Salem.

Verboort.

The Reverend Carl Mal-as‘pastor of*@ur-hady of‘Perpetual Help parish, Cottage Grovew

The Reverend John Gréene as pastor of Our Lady of the Mountain parish, Ashland,

The Reverend Martin Doherty as pastor of Our Lady of" Perpetual Help parlsh Albany.

_The Reverend Pius B. Baur as pastor of St,. Edward's parlsh, Lebanon.

When weveral suliie el are ‘mm.uxc" in an accounl—repest e separade forms.

"The Reverend Merlln G. Hamsmlth as pastor of St. Anthony's parish, Portland.

The Reverend Martin Bohrofén'as pastor of Sacred Heart parish, Gervais.

The Reverend'Paul Zeller as pastor of St. Patrick's parish, Canby.

' The Reverend Augustine A. Meyer as pastor of St. Henry!'s parish,‘Gresham.

The Reverend Gerald Linahen as pasﬁorbof St. Anne's parish, Reedsport.

The Reverend James Gallagher as pastor of newly-formed ﬁarish at Myrtle Creek.
The Reverend Francis H.. Hahley as pastof of St. Cyril's parish, Wilsonville.

The Reverend Edward Hyatt aS'administrator of St. Michael's parish, Oakridge.

CONFIDENTIAL

The Reverend 4Lot.1is-'A. Sander as pastor of Visitation of the Bleésed Virgin Mary parish,

- a——
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= Ass-istants: . |

The Reverend Rot;eft. C. C,iesliriski, St. Ceceiia"s parish, Portland.

'i‘hé Reverend Robert O'Ha.ré, St. Lawrence parish, Portland.

The Reverend William Mcleod, Immaculate Heart parish,”Peffland.

The Re'veArend Jeremizh Linehan, St Andrew‘s parish, Portland .-

o ——

The Reverend Aldo Orso-Manzonetta, the Downtom Chapel, Portland.

- The Reverend Thomaé Becker, St., Mary's parish, Eu'gener

Weaen weverat subiccis ave anenuoued in au accounl—repest on .-;«:xsur:v.t{:_!‘m‘lr_l__s.v___»_“_ o

.-

The Revefend Franz Schubert, St. Bbhifééé parish; 'Su'B'limity; ’

The Reverend James R. Mlller, Mary Star of the Sea parish Astoria,

- Prlest.s on the teach:.ng staff of Central Catholic. High School for Boys will be in
‘residence at the places indicated, in Portland~

The Reverend Thomas R. Laughlin s St. Rose parish.

, The, Reverend' William A. Dooley, St.

Péter' s parish., A_

The . Reverend Fréncis Steinkevl'lne.r, St. Francis parish.

_'The Reverend John Domin, St.. Joseph's Home.

The Reverend James Carroll, Provincial House s Marylhurst,

CONEIDENTIAL
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Archbishop Howard has app01nted Father Aldo Orso~Manzonetta as admlnlstrator of

St. Cecelia's parish,

L 8

Files.

Portland, Oregon.

When coveral suliecls are inentionied in an accounl—repert en separate forwms,

/ . ' » R - - .
Father Aldo Orso-Manzonet B ) )

»
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_ Archbishop Howard made the following appointments: (effective as of Sept. 6)

Rev. George Sniderhon, of Beaverton, as pastor of Newberg; Rev. Daniel J. Hurley of
Newberg as pastor at. Corvallis; Rev. Anthony Gerace, superintendent of St. Maryt!s Home For
Boys, in Huber, pastor of St. Cecelia's parish in Beaverton; Rev. John Goodrich succeeds
Fr. Gerace as superintendent of St. Mary's Home For Boys at Huber._

A

. Additional appointments are: (as pastors) Rev. Cort®¥r®® J. Shea from MdMlnnville,
named pastor of Forest Grove and attached missions.

Rev. Daniel K. O'Connell from Forest Grove is named pastor of McMinnville.

.

The following aop01ntments are effective as of Sept. 8:"
by O
- A551stant prlests. Rev. Irvxn Vandehey from St. Vincent's, Salem, tdQStephen's,

\When several subiecls are mentioned in an accounl—report on separ tlee forvag,
- . . .

Portland.

- »

Rev. Lowell Blackburn o St. Vlncent de Paul,.Salem._
. Rev, James Dillon from Downtown Chapel to the Madelelne, Portland.

Rev. Francls Steinkellner to the Downtown Chapel Portland.

Rev. William McLeod from St. Stephen's parish to’ Holy Cross in Portlénd.

Rev. Maurlce Grammond to St. Mary's Home, Huber. - -

Rev. James Carroll, on staff of Central Catholic High School in re51dencj at St.
Mary's Cathedral. .

Rev. James Mosley to All S,'

“Rev. Aldo Orso-Manzetta to Sh. Cecella's parlsh, Portland.

Rev. John Domin to Astoria parlsh.
Rev. Edmund Bliven to St. John the Baptlst, Milwaukie.

. . Rev. Earl Larsen tenporarlly in St. Rose,. Portland e .

-

Rev. H. L. Hermann is named assistant at St. Rose parlsh,‘Pbrﬂl.

B
i . e =
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The Reverend Aldo C. Orso-Manzonetta was born on July 26, 1923 in Portland. He received
“grade school ‘education at St. Francis Academy, Portland, from 1929 to 1937. He was a
hdent at Washington High School in Portland from 1937 to 1941. He studied philosophy and.
ology at St. Thomas seminary, Denver, Colorado, from 1945 to 1950.

Archbishop Howard will ordain him to the priesthood in the Cathedral in Portland dJune 3.

first public Mass will be in St. Philip Neri Church in Portland. ’

ST -

Wi, ceveral snlicels ave mmentioned in au accounl—repurt ¢nt separale forms,

Files: ’
- . 8

_Father Aldo Orso-Manzonett - - N - .
'St. Philip Neri, Portland
|
!
. R : J e 2 B
CONFIDENTIAL T T e

PD 1891



" Historical Rcé.éal" of Tiles of The Cutholi(‘entincl ) @397}(

IN GENERAL: Iistors of | Type of Material Article and pictures INDEX UNDER
the Qregon country as it ef- ) . v ) : :
fexlvd things or persons Main Character or Ilace Archbishop Howard L : 1950
Catholic. ' 3 + volume (¥car)
. General Scope of Information Givens Ord‘nat’lons to _ o
SPECIFICATLY: Riographics, Priesthood, Subdiaconate Saturday ' pate _June 1
ordinations, appointments, o~ - -
obituzries of DLiishors, Friestss - 1
: Page
Churchics, Schools, Acasem- *o
fes, IZospitals, cte, Loity of A ) ) ] 8
note. o Column o

" ELARORATION OF ABOVE

~-Qu’ Saturday, June 3, Archbishop Howard will confer the sacred order of the priesthood
upon four deacons. He will raise two seminarians. to subdeacons, Thomas Becker and Francis

Schubert.

Two of the new priests to be ordained on Saturday for this Archdiocese, i.e., the Rev.
Maurice H. Grgmmond and the_Rev. Aldo C. Orso-Manzonetta. The third priest to be ordained
will be the Rev. Robert Edward (Damasus) Payne, 0SB, who is=abeeched to- the New Westminster
Priory, New Westminster, B.C. The fourth will be the Rev. Adrien J. Ste. Marie, CSC.

Three new priests for the archdiocese ﬁill be ordained by the Archbishop on Saturday,
Mar. 25, besides these and the two mentioned above, four more are to be added to the clergy
of the ArchdiocesSe in the immediate future. : . ST -

The Reverend James Edward Mbsley, who will be ordained in St. Paul, Minnesota, also.on

When several saliiects ave anentivned in an accounl—repert on aparate forms e e e

, . : , _ ;

June 3, the Rev. Earl R. Larson and the Reverend Lowell Patrick Blackburn, both of whom
were ordained in Dubuque, Iowa, on May 27, by Bishop Binz of Dubuque; also the Reverend .
James L, Carroll, who was ordained in Boston, Mass., on May 3, by Archbishop Richard J. .
Cushing of Boston. ' S : S

The Reverend Lowell Patrick Blackburn was-born in Cresco, Iowa, on October 7, 192).

Ee attended Assumption grade school from 1929 to 1938; then Assumption high school from 1938
to 1942, at Crescc, Iowa. Later he studied philosophy at Loras College, Dubuque, and
theology at St. Mary's seminary, Baltimore, Maryland, and Conception seminary in Conception,
Mo. He was ordained to the priesthood on May 27 at Dubuque, Iowa, by Bishop Binz.

Files: : : . ' ' ' ' |
Axzkkiskupx i
Father Thomas Becker

Father Francis Schubert o ' ' '

Father Maurice G. Grammond | ‘ 7 :
"FZ?HE;'KIE3 Orso-Manzodefta;z> " o . a ;
~Fxtrer Tobert Edward Payne, OSB
' Benedictine Fathers .

Father Adrien J. Ste Marie, C.5.C. R L e S

Hély'Cross Fathers.

Father James Mosley /
Father Earl'Larson'v/
'Faﬁher_nggl;BlackburwJ

Tathan Jamar T.. Carrall’ .’
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By Llonel L Fish'er‘ ’ '_ T

E IS a man: buffeted
"~ by change. Each year

" the- concrete canyons

. deepen around him, -
usurping ‘more -of the once-clear.
‘mountain - vistas and even ' “the light*]:
struggling through the stamed glass
windows of his church. :

. And the flock the pa.nsh tended for

nearly a century has dispersed into the:
" hills above Portland and beyond.
The Rev. Aldo C. Orso-Manzonetta -

sits in his tiny office behind the sacris- ;|-

- ty of the Church of St.:Michael the
~Archangel and’ talks_ about the way
tlungs used to be: .

. “I'm -not really_ agamst progrees

* the 57-year-old-Roman Catholic. pnest 1% 3
Father Aldo, the sacred image had cost '

._says . with a sad smile. “But: _profit, |-
":seems to be the only motive anymore. '

*" People tend-to. be the.victims of so- |-

* -called progress, rather than its benefi-
: claries.” - " Py

‘When Father Aldo. as he is w1dely

- known, took over as pastor of St. Mi-"]
“chael's in the fall of -1859, - -private {
homes and apartment houses still .
filled the neighborhood of the church’
_at Southwest Fourth Avenue and Mill
Street. “That year, urban renewal was
reallyijust talk,” he says. “The main
[ idea was to provide housing for the
~ low-income families of the area.
‘That's what Portland Center (255..
~ S.W. Harrison St.) was supposed to be
" all about. Well, the. first to g0 Were
. .the low-income. And every year'more
people, especially the elderly on fixed -

incomes, continue to be turned out. If | -

. you call that progress ... " He" shakes
his head. -
" YIt's tnrmng mto a stone )ungle

" When I first came, the _church would

uoﬂuzt L. FISHER isa Portland wnter

the otdest structures in the core

ared .. .1its

Lombardy-Rontanesque facade

stay open all day and half the mght
" Policemen on their rounds would stop
in for .visits. Now, on weekdays; we're”™
.‘open a total of two hours, from 11 in -

“eept’ for‘“ oly: days of ohh@tion. when.

“ed by a'mornmg and’ evemng semce

" which brandishes a sword. The repair
blll came:to $800.: Carved Jovingly in

_ the church$575 in 1969:""

! tects the panes on the outside. -

Rome as the “National Church for the

| “ Italian Colony of Portland ” - _
Smack in the -middle of what was -

for the city's Italian-, German- and

- the ‘morning until 1 or 1:36 p.m., eﬁ?@'
Fhi

One February morning in 1978; &
- man ~“walked %in:off ‘the .-street and -{i-
kxcked over: the -5-foot wooden statue:
> of St. Michael ?the Archangel. Its fall -
-fromr'the ‘pedestal near the altar broke "
off the Statue’s’ -wings and nght hand, .

':’Italy. }rom a. sma'll plaster

7 Several years | earlier. someone ma-"-_,.
f, hmously dtsposed of several beer bot- -
tles by, heaving tbem gt the church’s .’-"and steel its Lombardy-Romanesque
exquisite stained-: glass'vnndows, in-" |fa
stalled at'ithe" furn of the: century. | ; s
Three of the jewel-toned panels had to <} /v #
Tpe ‘restored,-and heavy plexiglass pro- _j-f (18 h
- :.}'planning stages," says Father Aldo,
. “the.developérs’ wanted to build a
_ three-block .complex. They came over

--Designed by Joseph Jacobberger,--
the church was built in ‘1901 at.a cost -
of $14,000.in materials. The sum had
béen raised in small subscnpt:ons The -

~labor - was -contributed by newly ar-..
rived mmlgrants from Italy. When -
. the cornerston€ was laid in Novemiber -

:1901, St. Michael's was designated by -

then called ‘both. “Little” Italy". and
-~ “Little Jerusalem,” it was.one of-three -
-national houses of worship established

Polish-speaking ‘citizenry. St. Stanis-
| laus’ and St. Joseph’s were the Italian™ |

>4

C o e et e

.18 an oasis in today s visual

chaos

church's counterparts for.Portland’s
Poles and Germans respectwely Only
T8t. Michael's survives.

It is among the most. expensnve

T""Small pieces of real estate in Portland
s='because of . its _prime_location. But de-

clared a histonc landmirk by the city

‘' on De¢. - 29," 1971 —"the same - day
Temple Beth Israef'i'ecexved the desig-

nation *= the church s ’assured: of re-
‘maising- thereas long #5'it'wants. Fa-
ther Aldo is working toward having it

" nominated for the Nataonal Regxster of

, Histonc Pldces.
< - The ‘native Portlander, known for
lns puckish ‘humor and. 1mpnlswe out- .

1. spokenness, says, “I: ﬁave to keep re-
--;,mindmg people we:

ere. here before

.;—-'

the' oldwt ‘structures in- the. core area. .
Dwarfed brwwemg barriers of glass

“and asked. for a price, ahd I told them:

_‘Find me a biock .within-a. half-mile .

radius, tax-free, and add $2.5 million.
Take it or leave it.”. They leftit.” -
- Between 1887 and 1916, close to 4

_million Ttalians emigrated to the Unit-
“ed States In 1914 alone, 292,414 of

_these new . Americans-arrived on.the
- East Coast, their numbers dwindling--
“to 57,217 the wing year. An Ital-
R '%Mndxﬁ" ‘the” emigratiofi™
of all men-ofmilitary age, matched by
restrictive legxsﬁ jon by. the U.S. Con- .

gress..fmally—staunched the flow m
1920, = -~

— e e
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© The downtown church is one of
tke oldest structures in the core
area . .. its
Lombardy-Romanesque facade

-~ 1§ an oasis in today’s visual
chaos.

open aii day and half the pight.
:men on their rounds would stop
* visits. Now, on weekdays, we're
a tota! of two hours, from 11 in
lorning until 1 or 130 p.m., ex-
for holy days of obligation, when
egular noon Mass is supplement-

2 morning and evening service.” -

ne February morning in 1978, a
walked in off the street and
d over the S5-foot wooden statue

. Michael the Archangel. Its fall

the pedestal near the altar broke
te statue’s wings and right hand,
1 brandishes a sword. The repair
ame to $800. Carved lovingly in

Do, Italy, from a small plaster-
5t the patron saint supplied by |

r Aldo, the sacred i imag€ had cost

wurch $575 in 1969,
tveral years earlier, someone ma-
sly disposed of several beer bot-

¥ heaving them at the church's. -
site stained- _glass windows, in- -

1 at the turn of the centurv

church's counterparts for Portland’s
Poles and Germans respectively. Only
St. Michael's survives.

It is among the most expensive

".small pieces of real estate in Portland

because of it§ prime location. But de-
clared a historic landmark by the city

. on Dec. 29, 1971 — the same day

Temple Beth Israel received the desig-
nation — the church is assured of re-
maining there as long as it wants. Fa-
ther Aldo is working toward having it.
nominated for the National Register of
Historic Places. ,

The native Portlander, known for
his puckish humor and impulsive out-
spokenness, says, “I have to Keep re-

minding people we were here before

everyone else.” Py .
The downtown church is one ot

- the oldest structures in the core area.

Dwarfed by towering barriers of glass
and steel, its Lombardy-Romanesque
facade is an oasis in today's vlsual

chaos

e Y Sak et

Wood rculpture af St. Michael
" the Archangel stands near altar.

In 1900, according to historians,
there were 1,014 foreign-born Italians
in Oregon. A decade later, the figure
had grown to 5,538, amounting to
fewer than 5 percent of the immi-
grants in the state at the time and
fewer than 1 percent of Oregon’s total
population.

But as early as 1895 there were
epough Italians-in Portlasd for them -
to begin planning for their own
church. And six years later, on Sept.
24, 1901, a cornerstone was imbedded
at the base of a distinctive stone and
brick structure that proclaimed it
*Chiesa Italiana di San Michele Arcan-
gelo, Fabricata Della Colonia Italiana
di Portland, Oregon: A 1901 D.”

- -ItS. PAStOF.-durs

period and for ﬂve yearsmter was the
Rev. Alexander CesteHi‘"Fpﬁest of the
Archdiocese of Portland He was suc-

‘ceeded by & Jesuit, the Rev. -Michael-

Balestra, whe—was: to Temain -at St.
Mirhoal'c far 40 wrnnen - Thaie Ttallan
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St. Michael’s newest neighbor of .
towering steel and brick rises inexorably | ~ CONFIDENTIAL

- from the other side of the adjacent
parking lot that used to be the old St.

Mary’'s Academy.
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Italy. helped. lay rails for steam and
electric cars and pipes for sewer and
gas lines, and they constructed build-
ings and streets. They took whatever
jobs they could find for whatever pay
they could get. And they settled along-
side another group of abused immi-
grants, the Jews, in South Portland.
The first Italian colony grew at the
edge of the city dump, on what is now
Duniway Park, and spread out from
there.
This is the flock Cestelli and Bales-
tra tended: families with the music of
Italy ini their names, some lovingly
remembered in the stained glass of St.
Michael’s — the Albertinis and Mulet-
tas, the Nicolidis, Semanzas;-Parisis
and Caputos and many mellifluous
others. - ’

Talking to the third pastor of St.
Michael's, you get the feeling that this
congregation, from a far simpler time,
is the one that Father Aldo would have
preferred to serve. His father, Carlo
Orso-Manzonetta, moved to Portland
in 1920 from the Piemonte district of
northern Italy to join a brother and a
sister who were working in a macaro-

ni factory.

Soon afterward, Cario was able to
send for Paola Raschiotti, from the
same district, and they were married
at St. Michael's on Aug. 19, 1922.
Their son, Aldo Carlo, was born on

Portland's east side July 26, 1923. He

graduated from Washington High

School in 1941. (That year, he recalis,"

the class president and football team
captain was Vic Atiyeh.)

Young Aldo Orso-Manzonetta
graduated from the University of Port-
land in 1947, then journeyed to St.
Thomas Seminary in Denver. Or-
dained to the priesthood in June 1950,
he was assigned to St. Cecilia's (now
Queen of Peace Church)in North Port-
land. Fifteen months later, he was as-
signed to the Downtown Chapel at

Southwest Fifth Avenue and Wegt.

Burnside Street (since relocated to
Southwest Sixth and Burnside). He
was administrator of Our Lady of the
Mountain Church in Ashland, a tempo-
rary post during the summer of 1954.

Back in Portland, he spent three years’

and three months as assistant to Mon-
signor Thomas J. Tobin at All Saints
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Some early members, with the music of Italy in their names, are remembered iu._;tai.r&d;gl:;u windous.

Parish, 3847 N.E. Glisan St. Following
a short assignment as chaplain at Mer-
cy Home in North Bend, he assumed
the pastorship at St. Michael's in Sep-
tember 1959.

He is most animated when he talks
of the old days. Back, for instance,
when his good friend, Herb Weiskopf,
was director of the Portland Opera
Association and Father Aldo became &
familiar figure backstage. ““I made my
debutTh 1969 as an Ethiopian slave in
‘Aida,’ " he says, taughing. “Then, I
was a lamp extinguisher in ‘The Bar-

" ber of Seville.”

“Herb collapsed in the arms of two
stagehands after taking a solo bow at
the conclusion of ‘Lucia’ in April

~ 1870,"” he recalls sadly, “a massive
-heart- attack. He was a marvelous
lean, so warm and sincere. He loved

people. It emanated from him. He'd
embrace you i the street, and you
knew it was a completely heartfelt
and honest gesture.”

~ Although Father Aldo has adored

‘opera all his life and possesses a col-

lection of recordings *“you wouldn't
believe,” he has been to only a few
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ing project already has been raised by
-thecongregation.
, Since he arrived at the church 21
years ago, most of the priest's efforts
have gone into ensuring that the 79-
year-old Portland landmark wears
gracefully the maptle of its heritage.
St. Michael's still bears the designa-
~ tion of the Rose City’s church for Itali-
an-speaking Catholics, although its
pastor estimates their current repre-
sentation among the congregation to
- be only about 20 percent. An addition-
al 60 percent, he figures, are apart-
ment. dwellers .from neighboring
streets.

The official parish boundaries ex-
tend south from Southwest Jefferson
Street to the Sellwood Bridge and
from the Willamette River to the gray
asphalt of Interstate 405. But many of

__ —St. Michael's faithful make their regu-
¥ lar Sunday odyssey from all over the
Portland metropolitan area.

“They feel comfortable here,” he
says simply.

Soon after becoming pastor, Fa-
ther Aldo began arranging for the
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church’s deteriorating plaster statue.
10.be replaced with handsome wooden
ones, carved by the artists of Bolzano.
These he supplemented with Stations
of the Cross crafted in Val de Gardena,
near the Tyrol, an alpine region of
western Austria and northern Italy.
Ralph Cereghino was commissioned to
design a new altar in accordance with
Vatican II directives, and it was built
by Salvatore “Sonny” Nero and in-
stalled by Cecil Flora and Ernie Leo-
netti. The magnificent George De Pyro
reproductions of Ghirlandaio’s “The
Visitation” and Murillo's “The Im-
maculate Conception” have retained
their prominent positions flanking the
altar.

The church was rewired in 1960,
and the rich stained glass winidows,
installed in 1908, were restored eight
years ago. Further renovations took
place early in 1978 after’ some
$150,000 had been pledged by mem-
bers and friends of the historic church.

The {ront steps of the eailice welc
rebuilt and a new ramp fashioned.
New heating and air-conditioning sys-
tems were put in, and two restrooms
added. “They're the most comfortable
rooms in the place,” Father Aldo chips
in with a wide grin.

“God willing, I'll serve here as
long as Father Balestra,” he says soft-
ly, then slaps his head in mock con-
sternation. ‘“‘Oh, Lord, another 30
years!”

Father Aldo seems a lonelier figure
since the death of Heidi, his constant
canine companion for 10 years, a
sturdy Rottweiler given to him as a
puppy. She had to be put to sleep July
4 after she developed cancer of the
liver. On a wall by the priest’s desk in
his office is a large -color photograph
of a much younger Heidi and her
younger cassocked master.

JLU e saiictud.
fortably for a while.

“Heidi only began doing that about
two years ago,’ recalls Father Aldo.
“In fact, the first time was during &
Sunday Mass.-1 was giving a sermon
on how quickly the spiritual grace
gained in church seems to dissipate as
soon as a family leaves. In their car, I
was saying, the bickering resumes,
and by the time they walk through
their front door the father is bellow-
ing, "WHq let the' dog in?’

“The punch line drew a roar of
laughter, but it wasn't until 1 walked
back from the pulpit that I understood
why. Heidi had come in and plopped
down right in my spot at the altar.
‘One of us has to finish this Mass, girl,’
I told her, ‘and I think it better be me.’
She moved away nonchalantly, and
from that morning on strolled in and

Qi Dy aem e

St. Michael's parishioners kne%™=1=#ut regularly to check things over.

the large black dog well. More often
than not during Mass, she would stroll

o

“In fact,” he continues with relish,
“one young couple arrived for their

PD 1902

P e RN

- ™ P R S e —

[ T Tt I )

n'T™



¢ )
DATE OF BIRTH July 2‘5i 1923 | PLACE Portland, Creson
FATHER Carlo_QOrso-Manzonetta | MoTHER  Paola Laria Raschiotti
SOMMON schoow St. Franeis Academr Time 1930~1937
g FReparatory  Viashinston Hish, Portland Univessitymme 1937-16)]
0 PHILOSOPHY St. Thowmas Seminarv, Lunver _ mime 1945 through
E THEOLOGY St. Thomns Sepminapsr. Domrer TIME 195D
0 ORDINATION WHEN WHERE BY WHOM ]
> TONSURE Lay 3], 19T St. Thomas Seminacy - I*OStReL_lttban_lehr__
- MINOR ORDERS Jure 1, 39LT7 © L " u_o_-mn " n
g 8 SUBDIACONATE zay 29, 1948 Portland, Orecon Archbishop Howard
j ) DIACONATE Oct. 23, 19,9 sSt. Thomas Seminary | iost.Rev. Urban Vehr
= PRIESTHOOD 1990 ¢ oo | Portland, Oreson Archbishop Howerg
DO: f‘ ORDAINED FOR THIS DIocEsE  Yeg .
onP INCARDINATED . FROM
L :3 TOOK UP WORK FROM
O APPOINTMENTS St. Cecelials Parish. Portland; —
A i Assistant, Downtown Cha tland, August 30, joe1:
8 j_;&_mP.Ac/M cBshinmd (Oue LA:/u/}”;')F/V/'Hq L2540
o £sst.,ALl) Seints,Porfiend, 9/3/5]; T
a Chaplain- Mercy Home for the Aged, North Rend Qregon
5 (_May 19587) '
& Parish Priest-St.Michael !s Parish,.Portland . Oreg. 2 Sept .l95_j1
< e ' :
N - - SENIORITY | ‘NAME ==
o i W i/” ALDO ORSO-NANZONETTA
%
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_"I_ ARCHDIOCESE  Vicar For Clergy
== == OF PORTLAND
i OREGON

MEMORANDUM ) .
" TO: Aichbishop Levada

FROM: _Fr. Lienert

SUBJECT: Fr. Aldo Orso-Mansonetta o— - -

DATE: May 14, 1992

I have enclosed a memo documenting a telephone canversation about Father
Aldo. - ' ’

After this conversation I checked his file and the secret archives. I have inciuded

from his file a complaint about a boy staying overnight with him while he was in
Newberg. I have enclosed the folder form the secret archives. -

He was accused of making sexual overtures to awminor who stayed over night with
him. In a separate instance he was accused of having some sexual involvement with two
boys from All Saints school. Fr. Frison and Gary Mclnnis reported that two male ’

Bishop Waldschmidt and Father Joe Wood met with Fr. Aldo about these
complaints. Fr. Aldo denied all of them and stated that had no sexual problems and

that the rumors and complaints came out of his honest efforts to assist young men who
needed help.

I would like to speak with you about this complaint.
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M ARC}:)HDIOCESE Vicar For Glrgy
= Sorforiano ey

MEMORANDUM

TO: - File

FROM; — Féther Charles Lienert .

SUBJECT: Sex Abuse Allegétion Conan—" - T
DATE: January 5, 1994

R

Father Joe Jacobberger called me today-to report an-

allegatlon of sex abuse which had been made to Sister Fidelis who
is on his staff.

A homeless person named : whom Sister Flde11° has
seen from time to time when he nas come to ask for as sistance,
made the accusation to her that he was sexually abused by a
priest twenty years ago. ~The priest he" ‘accuses is Father Aldo
Orso-Manzonetta. He is at the present time seeing a counselor
through the county.

, I have asked Father Jacobberger to have Sister Fidelis
contact me so that I might get more information from her and see
whether it will be possible to contact him and speak with him.

He said that he will ask her to call me as soon as she is able.

CJL:gg

REDACTED . . o

2838 E. Burnside Street, Portland, Oregon 97214-1895  503/234-5334
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~_Il_ ArcHDIOCESE
- == = OF PORTLAND
I ™ OREGON

B W 3

Dear Mr. o

August 29, 1994 .

I just received your. letter asking for Fathe:r io’s real

name. His complete name is Father Aldo Orso-Manzonet ..

. My number is (503) 233-8366. I am here normally from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. I am often.in_

meetings, but my secretary will be able to tell you when I will

be free if I am tied up when you call. I would be happy to speak

L e e 3 e el e e

- with you. . .
| Sincerely yours,
Reverend Charles J. Liener
Vicar for Clergy S
i‘CJL:gg
~ REDACTED _ | ,
REDACTED -~ « - -
CONFIDENTIAL 253 E. Burnside Street, Portland, Oregon 97214-1895 5032343334 - — o Tl
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