
       Breakfast & Club Members   
      Meetings - May, 2019

                   Breakfast
       4 - Saturday @ 8AM Site A.
     11 - Saturday @ 8AM Site A.
     18 - Saturday @ 8AM Site B. 
     25 - Saturday @ 8AM Site A.
      
   
                  Business
     18 - Saturday @ 8AM Site B.
                
                   Breakfast
       Saturdays @ 8AM Site A.

Key: 
Site A. - IHOP at I-35 and Main St.
               647 West Main St.           
               Louisville, Texas

Site B. - Lewisville Central Fire     
              Station Training Room

   188 N. Valley Parkway 
 
Association Contact Information:
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 292282
Lewisville, TX. 75029

Email Address: 
W5LVC.Club@gmail.com

Check us out:
Facebook: facebook.com/w5lvc/

Visit L.A.R.A. Website:  w5lvc.org

     Editor: Ron Bath
                 KG5VIS
        aro.kg5vis@gmail.com
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President
Ron Ford,  KF5OMH (972) 742-7839  
                                 rfavcon@verizon.net
 
Vice President
Roger Carver,  AE5EZ (817) 966-3412
                                      ae5ez.radio@gmail.com
 
Secretary
Ron Swain,  KG5VIV  (210) 410-2008
                                    Ironswain@gmail.com
 
Treasurer
Clark Highsmith,  K5LGX (Un-listed)
                                         alacrity@bennoah.net
 
Technical Director
Jim Horton,  WB8YWA  (972) 523-8467
                                       wb8ywa@aarl.net
 
Operations Director 
Mike Reitz,  W5EVT (214) 535-1368 
                                 w5evt@sbcglobal.net
 
VEC Coordinator
Steve Kline,  W5JK  (972) 679-6288
                                 skline4@verizon.net
 
Youth Education Coordinator
Perry Abernathy. NE5ET  (505-221-3993
                                          desertyachter@gmail.com

Public Information Officer
(Vacant)

Webmister—W5LVC.org
Newsletter Editor
Ron Bath,  KG5VIS (Un-listed)
                                Aro.kg5vis@gmail.com

 
The LARA Newsletter is the official publication of The Lewisville Amateur Radio Association, Inc. You may 
reproduce any material contained herein unless otherwise noted, with attribution to original author(s), and 
The Lewisville Amateur Radio Association, Inc. Please send us a complimentary copy. 
 
Association membership is open to all persons interested in amateur radio. Join at any meeting, by mail or 
on-line through our web site. Annual dues are $25 individual, $30 family. 
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From The Presidents Shack

If you missed our JOTA event on October 20 you 
certainly did miss a great time. Please see the follow-
up article from Mike, W5EVT elsewhere in the 
newsletter. Many thanks to Mike for all his hard work in 
making this event a VERY successful one. We sure did 
have a lot of youngsters have a fun day.

We are still in need of a Public Information Officer to 
help publicize the association and our various 
activities. This is an appointed position, not an elected 
one so there is not a requirement for an election. What 
does the PIO do, you ask? The position is responsible 
for keeping the club calendars up-to-date, setting up 
an information table at our various events and 
publishing notices of our events through print and 
social media. There is no need to be a Journalism 
major to be successful in this position; it just requires 
a little enthusiasm for our hobby. Surely some one of 
the membership would like to step up and fill this 
position. If you are that person, please contact me via 
phone 972-742-7839 or email rfavcon@verizon.net. 

Don’t forget the 4th Quarter Tailgate Swap Meet on 
November 17 at Rev. Alvin Turner Sr. Park 700 Hembry 
& Birch in Lewisville. If you have nothing to sell come 
out and see if there isn’t something you would like to 
spend your money on. You just never know what 
worldly treasurers one might find.
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From the President’s Shack

Thanks to Dale, KB5NFT, for his informative presentation on Radio Scouting along with the Philmont
Scout Ranch and World Jamboree. See an article elsewhere in the newsletter for more info on these
venues.

Thanks to the officers for the 2019-20 club year. The election closed on April 19 with the following
individuals being elected to serve.
President: Ron Ford, KF5OMH
Vice President: Roger Carver, AE5EZ
Secretary: Ron Swain, KG5VIV
Treasurer: Clark Highsmith, KG5LX
Operations Director: Mike Reitz, W5EVT
Technical Director: Jim Horton, WB8YWA

So, with a new club year in front of us, is there something new or different that you would like to get
involved in over the next year? If so, make your proposal to one of the officers or, better yet, come to
an Officers Meeting on the Tuesday prior to the monthly Membership Meeting. Meetings are held at
the Korner Café at 5:30 PM.

The SWAP Meet was held on April 27. Weather-wise it was a great day. We had a few sellers and
buyers. Unfortunately, we picked a date where there were many other ham related activities along
with other family related things going on.

Welcome to a new club in the area. W5CPL is the Coppell Amateur Radio Enthusiasts (CARE). Their
web site is www.coppellhams.org. 

At last month’s Officers and Membership meeting we discussed a method of communicating various
information to members who might like to participate in special events such as 13 Colonies and Route
66. The idea behind this communication is for folks to pass potential contact info to the group in a
quick timely manner. In order to make this a reality we’ve set up a WhatsApp group. It’s easy to do –
just go to www.whatsapp.com and download the app to your phone. Once the download is complete
just send me (KF5OMH) your telephone number and I’ll add you to the group. This will allow anyone
in the group to send information to the entire group without going through the gyrations of using your
messaging system.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting on the 18th. Please come and bring a guest.

73,

Ron KF5OMH
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From the Desk of Roger Carver - AE5EZ Our New Vice President

I am working up a presentation on Personal GoKits to give at a club meeting soon.

Here is a teaser:

                                          Personal GoKits
What should be in a GoKit?
•Radio(s)  - what band is most necessary for comms the kit will be used for?
•Antenna or means to connect/make an antenna. (slim jim, j-pole, diapole, …)
•Battery or means to connect to external DC power for at least 24 hrs.
•Reflective Vest and/or Hat
•Personal lighting, flashlight/torch, beacon,…
•Cordage/tie wraps to secure antennas or other items.
•Any badging necessary for usage.  (RACES, ARES, CERT, MERT,…)
•Food/water/energy snack necessary for at least 8 hrs.

Best regards,

Roger
AE5EZ
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Howdy! members and friends of LARA. 

First off, I would like to thank you for entrusting me with the position of treasurer for a 
second year. I hope that the hard-earned experience from the first year will make me more 
efficient the second time around.

May marks the time of year when we transition from spring to summer. And summer 
for amateur radio means special event stations, 6 and 10-meter openings, and of course, 
Field Day. In April we realized some income from the sale of excess gear. A big thanks 
goes to Jim Horton, WB8YWA for dealing with the hassle of selling the items while 
fetching good prices. We also had the privilege of making a significant donation to support 
the work of teaching ham radio to Boy Scouts at Philmont Ranch this summer.  If you 
missed the April meeting presentation by Dale Finley, KB5NFT, about Philmont, well, that 
is your loss.

This month we will need to cover several more domain renewals. I also believe that 
our annual mailbox rental fee will soon be due. Things are looking good for Field Day. We 
paid the deposit for the Connor Park pavilion back in January. As this is one of our biggest 
events, there might be other costs. I hope to see you at the May 18th meeting.

Clark Highsmith — Treasurer
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Visit L.A.R.A. Website:  w5lvc.org 6 of 21

Lara Treasurer’s Report                                                                                              Page 2 of 2
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Jim Horton, Technical Director                                                                                                                  Page 2 of 3
(Long Wire Antennas)
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Jim Horton, Technical Director                                                                                                                  Page 3 of 3
(Long Wire Antennas)
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Presentation by:  Jim Horton WB8WYA                                                              May 1st, 2019
                            Technical Director
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Jim Horton, Technical Director                                                                                                                  Page 2 of 3
(HF Beacons and the Reverse Beacon Network)
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Jim Horton, Technical Director                                                                                                                  Page 3 of 3
(HF Beacons and the Reverse Beacon Network)
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World Scout Jamboree News
Submitted by Ron Ford
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World Scout Jamboree News                                                                                        Page 2 of 2
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 LARA Presents Gift Check Supporting HAM Ventures, Inc.

(L-R) Dale Finley - KB5NFT   -   Ron Ford KF5OMH

Supporting Philmont Ranch / JOTA
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Dale Finley - KB5NFT   Presenting Philmont - World Jamboree
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Good Neighbor Commendation
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John Courtney - KI5BBE

Nominated By: Ron Bath - KG5VIS

LARA Club member John Courtney recently came  to  the  rescue  of  member
Ron Bath during a period of medical emergency. Ron’s wife, Ellen, had 
recently been diagnosed with a serious health issue which made it imperative 
that close communication with several medical facilities be maintained over the 
internet.

Fontier Communications, Ron’s internet provider, caused a disruption to his 
internet service at his residence. They either could not, or would not,  restore 
internet service to Ron’s home for an estimated 5 days. After many hours on 
the phone to Fontier, and after declaring a medical emegency, they continued 
to be unresponsive.

Ron called his neighbor John, who is a highly respected Field Service 
Engineer with HP (Hewlett Packard), and he came over at 8:30 PM and 
performed trouble shooting until he fixed the problem, restoring internet service 
for Ron and Ellen.

It is good to know that there are those within our organization with the 
knowledge, technical gifts and desire to help others when we find ourselves in 
a bind such as  Ellen and I were.

I wish to express a big word of thanks to my good neighbor John and all those 
in the Lewisville Amateur Radio Association that are always willing to offer a 
helping hand when needed.

My two best things about moving to Lewisville, Texas some fifteen years ago 
were to find my way to our radio club and to move next door to the best 
neighbor in the world.

Sincerely,

Ron Bath
KG5VIS
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Special Recognition

Officer Elections

Congratulations to Perry Abernethy, NE5ET, on his very successful completion of assignment   
as our Election Chairperson for our 2019 LARA officers election.  Our gratitude and thanks go to 
Perry for a job well done.

                                                                       LARA Club Library
We are pleased to announce that LARA is initiating a pilot program to provide loaner publications 
related to amateur radio topics. The details will be addressed under seperate email. It will be provided 
in the form of a vertual library with offerings listed on a new Club Library page of our website at 
w5lvc.org.
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                                   John Courtney - KI5BBE
                                   (See Page 13 for Article)
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Congratulations to Our Newly Elected Club Officers!

President
Ron Ford,  KF5OMH (972) 742-7839  
                                 rfavcon@verizon.net
 
Vice President
Roger Carver,  AE5EZ (817) 966-3412
                                      ae5ez.radio@gmail.com
 
Secretary
Ron Swain,  KG5VIV  (210) 410-2008
                                    Ironswain@gmail.com
 
Treasurer
Clark Highsmith,  K5LGX (Un-listed)
                                         alacrity@bennoah.net
 
Technical Director
Jim Horton,  WB8YWA  (972) 523-8467
                                       wb8ywa@aarl.net
 
Operations Director 
Mike Reitz,  W5EVT (214) 535-1368 
                                 w5evt@sbcglobal.net
 
VEC Coordinator
Steve Kline,  W5JK  (972) 679-6288
                                 skline4@verizon.net
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You may address any articles, comments or suggestions to the editor 
at: aro.kg5vis@gmail.com
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While your editor strives to publish your submitted articles verbatim within our newsletter, 
please note that certain amendments, corrections, words, phrases, capitalization, 
grammer alteration, etc. is employed so as to adhere to standard journalistic practices 
and/or to provide clarity to the narative and to fit within allocated column space..

Ron Bath, Newsletter Editor
KG5VIS
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