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CALLING ALL BLUES
ARTISTS

Know someone or are you the
one to  represent Charlotte

Blues Society
in Memphis in 2020?

S U B M I T  Y O U R  
S E L F  P R O D U C E D

B L U E S  C D

Think your CD is  the next
big blues breakout?  One

CD from here wil l  be
submitted to the IBC in

January

YOUTH BLUES GROUP

We are excited about the
possibility of having a blues

youth group in 2020.  
Come see the talented young

artists!
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Celebrate the birthdays of those
that made and continue to make
the music we love!
 

Blues Birthdays

Marty Gunther's reviews of    
 5 albums just released.  
 

What will you be adding to
your playlist?

Red Hot & Blues 

Reviews

A Brick for Robin

Help us raise funds to

honor our most beloved

blues songbird:

Robin Rogers.

 

 

A Brick for Robin
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THE CHARLOTTE BLUES SOCIETY (CBS) 
IS DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION
AND PRESERVATION OF THE
AMERICAN BLUES TRADITION
THROUGH THE PRESENTATION OF
CONCERTS, FORUMS, EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS AND SUPPORT OF LOCAL
MUSICIANS IN CHARLOTTE AND THE
SURROUNDING AREAS.  CBS IS A 501(C)
(3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
GOVERNED BY A BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND OPERATED BY AN
ALL-VOLUNTEER STAFF. CBS IS AN
AFFILIATED MEMBER OF THE BLUES
FOUNDATION, THE UMBRELLA
ORGANIZATION FOR A WORLDWIDE
NETWORK OF 165 AFFILIATED BLUES
SOCIETIES AND HAS INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERSHIPS AROUND THE GLOBE.

ABOUT US



Happy Birthday America!  Blues musing from The President ~ Mary London Szpara

July 4th has arrived and once again we contemplate the birth of this nation, and
consequentially, the birth of the blues.
 
It is a sad fact that this music form would not have developed without the cruel injustices that
caused slaves to turn to music to live through circumstances which were at times, more
inhumane that any of us could imagine.
 
It is more than ironic that from that place of despair, fear, and pain came a sound and style of
relating to the human condition unlike any other.  It was not the lofty melodies heard in the
concert halls composed by the likes of Mozart, Wagner, Chopin and others.  This was music
that came from the very depths of the soul, the place where pain and pleasure move side by
side, and was completely without pretense.
 
The original composers of the blues were slaves with names and faces unknown to the world
even now, but the legacy is undeniable. There was a simple pattern to this sound, hypnotic to
a certain extent.  Even now, listening to the blues creates a mood that moves the soul, it is
felt internally, a total body experience.  Darkly hurtful, cleverly sexual, it was a form of
survival.
 
 This music form has influenced the world over.  It sprang from the heart and the lament was
earth shattering.  The blues are undiluted suffering as well as lustful craving.  Break down
any  song from Zeppelin, the Stones, Jack White, and you will find the blues.  It is the core of
the music I love.

The Blues became the basis of all American music.  Gospel, RnB Rock n Roll, Country, hip
hop, Folk, Jazz, Americana.  Each one of these morphed from the notes sown in the fertile
soil of the American South.   
 
So, as we celebrate this country's birth, let us also celebrate those that freed our souls and
gave us the most amazing gift of music.  In adversity, song was born that conquered the
world
 
We have an interesting timeline on our website if you care to check it out:
https://charlottebluessociety.org/blues-timeline
 
And if you want to know the different styles, here is a great list with examples:
https://charlottebluessociety.org/blues-styles
 
Enjoy the 4th, check out our calendar for a list of all the great shows coming up this month,
and we will see you in August for The Instigators and the Open Jam! (jam rules are in this
newsletter too, please read) 
 
And if you, or someone you know would like to participate in our Blues Challenge this year,
DO IT!!! 
 
Let's bring a winner home!
 



P A G E   4                                     V O L U M E  2 0 1 9    I S S U E    0 7

The home of Charlotte Blues Society

join us at
The 

Rabbit 
Hole

1801 Commonwealth Ave. Charlotte
Next door to Jackalope Jacks and The Peculiar Rabbit

Don't forget to bring non-perishable food
items for Loaves and Fishes May 5th.

Our goal is to collect 200 pounds of food  
each month to help feed at risk kids and

families in our area.  
HUGE "Thank You" to the many who

contributed last month! 

Blues for Food
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  A Brick For
Robin Rogers

She was a one in a million talent.  The whiskey soaked voice, the sorrowful soulful harp, songs that tore the
heart in two. A dynamic performer.  A professional.  Loyal to the core and a joy to work with A talent as big as
her heart.  No gig was too small, no audience too large: they all felt the magic that was Robin Rogers every
time she hit the stage..She was signed by a label that loved her and appreciated her amazing abilities. Her
second release on Blind Pig Records "Back in The Fire" debuted at #3 on Billboard's Blues Albums Chart. 
 She was set to be a superstar in the blues world until cancer, the hated big C, reared its ugly head. She
fought it like a warrior but within months our beloved Robin was gone.She was honored with a BMA Award for
Best Contemporary Female Blues Artist in Memphis a few months later Robin Rogers was loved by all. To
honor her in the City of Blues, Memphis TN, we are raising money through a raffle to buy an 8x8 brick that will
be intalled in front of the Blues Hall of Fame. 
 
You could win this limited edition plaque commemorating 
The Double Door Inn. Only two exist.  This collectible has 
been donated to Charlotte Blues Society to raise funds to 
purchase a permanent brick which will be installed in front 
of the Blues Foundationbuilding in Memphis. This brick will 
commemorate CBS member, Award winning blues artist  
Robin Rogers and CBS. We are going to raffle this plaque 
strictly for the purchase of the brick. We are selling 
100 raffle tickets at $5 a piece. Once all tickets are sold, 
the winner will be drawn. The Double Door plaque could 
be yours.  
 
Remember, only 100 tickets so get yours soon.
Robin was a huge advocate of Charlotte Blues Society and 
The Blues Foundation.  She was also winner of the 2009 
"Best Female Artist" Blues Blast Award.  

  Something
Collectible

for you
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The International Blues Challenge represents the worldwide search for those Blues Bands and Solo/Duo Blues Acts
ready to perform on the international stage, yet just needing that extra big break. Charlotte Blues Society, an affiliate of

The Blues Foundation has the right to send a band and a solo/duo act to represent its organization at the IBC.  
The IBC is judged by blues professionals from across the world who have years of experience in listening to,

producing, and creating blues music. The Blues Foundation has established a set of criteria by which all acts are
evaluated throughout the five days of the IBC

.
Charlotte Blues Society is required to stage a regional preliminary IBC competition, with the winner of that event
representing us in the International Blues Challenge held annually in Memphis, TN along historic Beale Street. 
Charlotte Blues Society uses The Blues Foundation’s structure and rules during our local challenges, with a true
challenge between multiple acts to determine which single band and/or solo/duo act will advance to Memphis. 

In addition CBS awards the artists to offset the cost to represent our organization in Memphis. 
Last year, Jake Haldenvang advanced to the semi finals in solo/duo.  

Delta Moon  won first place in the band competition at the IBC in 2002. 
 

To qualify, your band location must be within a 250 mile radius of Charlotte, and meet eligibility requirements.  Rules
and information are available on our website. 

THE ROAD TO MEMPHIS
BEGINS IN CHARLOTTE

Solo/Duo Challenge September 1,2019   noon-4pm
Band Challenge Sunday October 6,2019     6-10pm

Save The Date   #36 IBC: Jan. 28 – Feb. 01, 2020

Best Self-Produced CD Competition. 
The Blues Foundation established an award for the Best Self-Produced CD, given out at the

International Blues Challenge, as part of their mission to celebrate blues recording and to
ensure the future of this uniquely American art form and to recognize excellence in

independent Blues recordings.
Robin Rogers won this award in 2003 with "Crazy Cryin' Blues"

 
Charlotte Blues Society can submit one CD to represent us in this competition

If you wish to submit an entry to be considered by CBS, the rules and information are
available on our website.

Challenge forms and more information on our website under IBC 2020 
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LOCAL

BLUES

WE SUPPORT MUSICIANS HERE

special
band 
membership
pricing
& benefits

We support all blues genre and musicians

Charlotte Blues Society offers all bands a special 

membership.  

$40 per year for 4 members / $10 each additional 

member

.  

Renew or Join today    charlottebluessociety.org

 

Musicians/Bands with CBS Membership Benefits:

  *FREE admission to minimum 9 CBS Blues Sundays

  *FREE Admission to Blues Sunday Jams

  *FREE gig listing on CBS Online Music Calendar

  *Discounts to members from participating partners

  *Special promotional events for members 

LOCAL

BANDS

WE SPEAK BLUES HERE

hot,
smooth,
tasty 
& sometimes
nasty

List your  blues Gigs on our Music Calendar 

 

  *send us ONE email per month with your gig info.  

  *Include: day/date/time/location/ address/  

   for each performance

  *Each act is limited to one email per month 

   to prevent clogging our system

  *deadline: 20th of each month.

 

Help us help promote you! do not send us links to 

your website's dates. Our staff is all volunteer 

and will only enter what we receive by deadline

 

email: CLTBluesSociety@gmail.com

10% Discount on Food orders at 
The Rabbit Hole on CBS Blues Sundays

with valid CBS Membership

https://charlottebluessociety.org/join-cbs-today
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The Texas Horns – Get Here Quick 
(Severn Records CD 0075)
http://severnrecords.com/artist/the-texas-horns/
 
The Texas Horns – sax players Mark “Kaz” Kazanoff and John Mills and
trumpet player Al Gomez – are one of the most dynamic horn sections
on the planet, but they get an added boost here in an alignment that
includes vocals from Curtis Salgado, John Nemeth, Guy Forsyth, Gary
Nicholson and Carolyn Wonderland, guitarists Anson Funderburgh, Jonn
Del Toro Richardson, Denny Freeman, Johnny Moeller, Derek O’Brien
and Ronnie Earl.
With rotating alignments and two different rhythm sections, this one
took a year to produce. Truly a group effort, it swings from the jump as
it delivers wave after wave of horn-driven urban blues. Don’t miss
Wonderland on the mike and guitar for “I’m Doin’ Alright, At Least for
Tonight,” the instrumentals “Feelin’ No Pain” and “2018,” “Love Is Gone”
(featuring Nemeth) and “Sundown Talkin’” (featuring Salgado.

Peter Ward – Train To Key Biscayne 
(Gandy Dancer Records GDR 003)
www.peterwardblues.com
 
Former Legendary Blues Band guitarist Peter “Hi-Fi” Ward has been a
fixture in the New England music scene for decades, playing in support of
a who’s who of legends, including Jimmy Rogers, Eddie “Cleanhead”
Vinson, Sunnyland Slim and Lowell Fulson.
Ward made his debut as a front man in 2017 with Blues on My Shoulders,
which made it into the Top 25 in several blues charts. Backed here by a
lineup that includes harmonica player Sugar Ray Norcia, keyboard player
Anthony Geraci and brother Michael “Mudcat” Ward on bass, Peter shares
vocals with Norcia, ex-Muddy Waters bandmate Luther “Guitar Junior”
Johnson, Johnny Nicholas and Michelle “Evil Gal” Willson – all stars in their
own right -- to deliver a smooth-as-silk keeper.
Highlights include the autobiographical “The Luther Johnson Thing,” sung
by Guitar Junior himself, “Blues Elixir (Ronnie’s Here),” which features Earl,
the instrumental “Supposedly” and “A Westerly Summer Night” and “As
Long As I Have a Chance,” delivered by Norcia.

Christone “Kingfish” Ingram – Kingfish 
(Alligator Records ALCD 4990)
www.christonekingfishingram.com/
 
Since picking up a guitar for the first time at age 11, Christone
“Kingfish” Ingram has proven himself to be such a talent that it was
only a matter of time before his star would take its place in the
blues heavens. That day has finally come with this release – his first
CD at age 20.
Mentored by Buddy Guy and Keb’ Mo’, Kingfish is a dazzling fret
master despite his tender years, with a style that echoes B.B. King,
Otis Rush and Luther Allison, but is totally his own. And his voice is
equally as powerful. Produced in Nashville, he’s backed here by
blues royalty: Grammy winner/producer Tom Hambridge on drums,
Rob McNelley on guitar, Tommy MacDonald on bass and Marty
Sammon on keys with appearances by harp master Billy Branch and
Mo’, too.
Deeply rooted in the fertile soil of his hometown, Clarksdale, Miss.,
Kingfish delivers a 51-minute set that will set the framework for blues
headed into the 22nd Century while incorporating flavors of other music
forms into one cohesive package. There are too many highlights here to
list. Simply stated: Pick this one up. You won’t be disappointed. Man, he’s
good!



Kelly’s Lot – Can’t Take My Soul 
(Self-produced CD)
www.kellyslot.com
 
Founded in Los Angeles in 1994 by songwriter Kelly Zirbes,
Kelly’s Lot has been entertaining audiences on both sides of the
Atlantic for 25 years, successfully delivering an interesting mix
of blues, Americana and Southern rock.
Zirbes is a powerful vocalist who accompanies herself on
acoustic guitars. She penned all of the material on this one with
longtime songwriting partner/guitarist Perry Robertson. The
tunes weave observations about everyday life into a fabric that’s
both intimate and uplifting.
Highlights here include the opener, “All I Ever Want Is The Blues,”
a well-conceived number than honors an extensive list of
musicians who’ve provided inspiration, as well as “Rise Up (Lève-
Toi),” which uses imagery taken from nature to describe a
growing relationship, and “Safe And Warm,” the realization that
the singer’s long search for love finally has reached a positive
conclusion. Delightfully refreshing throughout.
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Marty Gunther has lived a blessed life where the blues is concerned. A native Rhode Islander now based in Charlotte and 
App State alum, his first experiences with live music came at the feet of first-generation blues legends at the Newport Folk 
Festivals in the 1960s. A professional journalist and harmonica player whose work appears in Blues Blast Magazine and 
other outlets, he was a longtime member of the Chicago blues community before founding the Nucklebusters, a band that’s 
been entertaining South Florida since 1987.  Marty is also a member of Charlotte Blues Society and on the Board of 
Directors of CBS. 

Tommy Castro and the Painkillers – Killin’ It Live 
(Alligator Records ALCD 4989)
www.tommycastro.com
 
One of the hardest working artists in the world, Tommy Castro
and his tight four-piece band, The Painkillers, revisit tunes from
eight previous albums in this set, which was captured in front of
audiences in their home base in the San Francisco Bay area as
well as Michigan, New York and Texas.
Incorporating material that became fan favorites when released
in Castro’s previous incarnation, which featured horns, this one
captures his current unit at its best. The opener, “Make It Back
To Memphis,” features Mike Emerson on keys before the band
revisits “Can’t Keep A Good Man Done,” the title cut for Tommy’s
second Alligator CD.
Other pleasers include “Lose Lose,” a tune co-written with Joe
Louis Walker, the hard rocker “Shakin’ The Hard Times Loose,”
“Calling San Francisco,” the funky “She Wanted To Give It To
Me,” “Two Hearts” and the Buddy Miles classic, “Them Changes,”
most famously covered by Jimi Hendrix and the Band of Gypsys.
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A

C l i c k  i m a g e  t o  r e a d  1 0 4  p a g e s  o f  b l u e s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,   h i s t o r y ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  a n d  f e s t i v a l s !

CL ICK ,  READ  ENJOY

Read the 2019 Blues Festival Guide in Digital format

https://bluesfestivalguide.com/emag/2019a/mobile/index.html#p=C1
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 You donated 1812 pounds of food in 2018!
1 Can? I Can!       Keep The Cans Coming!

Don't forget to Donate!!

LOAVES & FISHES
 provides nutritionally 

balanced groceries to 

individuals and families in 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

who are in a short-term 

crisis.

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a short-term crisis, a 

week's worth of groceries 

from Loaves & Fishes can 

mean the difference 

between paying the rent 

or feeding  their family.

 

 

Charlotte Blues Society 

  and you continue our 

"Blues For Food"  drive 

through 2019.

 

PLEASE: 

bring non-perishable

food items to our

Blues  Sunday 

Bash Every month!

Canned soup, vegetables, tomatoes, fruit (no fruit juices 
please), pasta sauce, chicken, tuna, meats.  Packaged rice, 

mac and cheese, pasta, cereal. Misc. items: Toilet tissue
Special request: canned items that do not require a can 

opener. 



JULY  BLUES BIRTHDAYS

 
1- Thomas A. Dorsey (1899), Willie Dixon (1915), James Cotton (1935), Syl Johnson
(1939),
Dan Ackroyd AKA Elwood Blues (1952)
3-John Hurt (1893)
4-Champion Jack Dupree (1910), Alan Wilson (1943)
5-Smiley Lewis (1913)
7-Pinetop Perkins (1913)
8-Louis Jordan (1908), Johnnie Johnson (1924) Johanny "Jaimoe" Johanson (1944)
9-Mitch Mitchell 1947, John Gillis AKA Jack White 1975
10-Casey Bill Weldon (1909), Barrelhouse Chuck (1958), Blind Boy Fuller (1907),
Charlie Baty
(1953), Bela Fleck (1958), Ronnie James Dio (1942)
11-Blind Lemon Jefferson (1897)
14-Claude & Clifford Trenier (1919)
15-Washboard Sam (1910), Willie Cobbs (1940), Millie Jackson (1944), Anthony
"Tone"
Catalano (1981)
16-Denise LaSalle (1939)
17-Peppermint Harris (1925)
18-Screamin Jay Hawkins (1929), Martha Reeves (1941), Lonnie Mack (1941)
19-Buster Benton (1932)
20-Carlos Santana (1947)
21-Floyd Jones (1917)
22-Chuck Jackson (1937), George Clinton (1940)
23-Saul Hudson AKA Slash (1965)
28-Mike Bloomfield (1943), Junior Kimbrough (1930), Ikey Robinson (1904)
29-Charlie Christian (1916)
30-Buddy Guy (1936), Otis Taylor (1948)
31-Roy Milton (1907)
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August 4 2019

AUGUST 4: The Instigators start the night with a fast set, then anchor the Jam! 

Jam begins 8:45pm



www.CharlotteBluesSociety.org
complete 
blues
calendar
on-line

Charlotte Blues Society Supports  Our Military.
 VetTix.org



www.CharlotteBluesSociety.org
complete 
blues
calendar
on-line

Charlotte Blues Society Supports  Our Military.
 VetTix.org

With Jontavious Willis



www.CharlotteBluesSociety.org
complete 
blues
calendar
on-line

Charlotte Blues Society Supports  Our Military.
 VetTix.org



www.CharlotteBluesSociety.org



Charlotte Blues Society 
www.CharlotteBluesSociety.org

Thank You!

The weather challenged us, but you stuck it out, and we thank every
one of you that volunteered to help is raise money in our
beer/wine/beverage tent at Taste of Charlotte in June.

Thank you to our TOC Chairman: Flynn Wolfe.
Job well done!



Blues Jam Guidelines and Courtesies      Charlotte Blues Society Blues Jam.  
 
You are participating in a tradition that is over 25 years in the making.  The Charlotte Blues Society
has consistently promoted a Blues Jam as part of its Blues Sunday.  The Charlotte Blues Society’s
Blues Sunday occurs on the first Sunday of each month.  The Blues Jams do not happen at every
Blues Sunday.  Always refer to charlottebluessociety.org for details and schedules.  We hope your
experience will be inspiring and that your own musical abilities will be informed by these jams.
 
We offer the following guidelines to consider when signing on as a participating jammer:
 
     *A practical suggestion, sign up early.  On the sign-up sheet please list your instrument and/or
ability that you wish to contribute to the Jam.  While the Blues has a lot of variations, please be
advised this is a Blues Jam.  Please keep it real ladies and gentlemen.
 
      *Be respectful of any equipment that you use, backline and PA, treat it as your own or possibly
better than your own.  If you have a special amp, pedal or set-up that you need to use, remember
guideline #1; Come early
 
       "Bring your own gear including amp.  Do not rely on there being enough amps on stage.  If you
happen to blow up an amp during a righteous jam, then make sure it is your own"
 
       *Keep track of your place on the sign-up sheet.  It is not up to the Jam Master to track you
down when your time to shine arrives.  
 
       *Please be advised that you need to be tuned and ready BEFORE you get on stage. 
Additionally, if you are a guitarist that tunes down a half step, please note the House band will be
tuned to standard 440.  Two choices remain, either tune to  440 or make allowances in your choice
of a chord voicing.
 
       *If you only hear yourself on stage, perhaps you are too loud.  Likewise, if you hear everyone
else, but not yourself; turn up.  
 
       *Be respectful of your fellow musicians, no matter what their ability may be.  Everyone usually
starts at the same place.
 
       *In regards to soloing, again please be respectful of other musicians in the jam.  For example,
rhythm guitar is not just something to waste your time on while you wait for your next solo.  One of
the lessons of a Blues Jam is to learn how to be as apt an accompanist as you hope to be as a
soloist.  The Jam Master will be generous with solos, but be mindful of other musicians that may
be waiting to jam.  
 
       *Lastly, have fun.  Also respect the traditions as well as the innovations of the Blues.  Likewise,
respect the Charlotte Blues Society and The Rabbit Hole for providing the space and equipment for
you to jam.
 

BLUES JAM
GUIDELINES

We are fortunate to have an experienced blues man and great "Jam Master"  in Michael
Ingmire.  Help him make it a great jam by following our guidelines.  No matter what

degree of experience you have, Michael will help make your first, and every jam, one
that is fun and make you want to come back for more!



Special Thanks to our Partners  and Sponsors



10% off Food Orders at The Rabbit Hole, Peculiar Rabbit & Jackalope Jacks 
with valid memberships on Blues Sundays

Support our Partners

Great food available at every  event

Support Live Music

Partner



Join us...the party has just begun


