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S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1

w w w . C h a r l o t t e B l u e s S o c i e t y . o r g

What  a  way  to  f i n i sh  ou t  t he  month  o f  September !   Su rp r i se !
M ick  Jagger  a t  t he  Th i r s t y  Beave r  i n  Char lo t te  on  a
Wednesday  n igh t  be fo re  The  Ro l l i ng  S tones  pe r fo rm  on  Sept .
30 .   M ick  pos ted  the  pho to  taken  o f  h im  on  h i s  Tw i t te r  page
lean ing  aga in s t  a  tab le  ou t s ide  the  famous  ne ighbo rhood
wate r i ng  ho le .   
He  i s  und i s tu rbed  and  un recogn i zed ,  o r  a t  l eas t  he  i s  a l l owed
to  have  some  peace .   What  a  g rea t  s to r y . . .and  g rea t  pho to .  
 
Those  o f  u s  who  a re  fam i l i a r  w i th  The  Th i r s t y  Beave r  may  we l l
be  ask i ng  i f  i t  was  the  qua in t  a tmosphe re  o r  t he  mu l t i t ude
bras  d raped  about  t he  ba r  t ha t  go t  h i s  a t ten t ion  f i r s t .

You  go t ta  l o ve  Char lo t te !    
Th i s  i s  on  M ick ' s  Tw i t te r  page  fo l k s !  ( 1 8 )  M ick  Jagger  on
Tw i t te r :  "Out  and  abou t  la s t  n igh t  i n  Char lo t te ,  NC
ht tps :// t .co/BWssv i vA I I "  /  Tw i t te r

Musings from the President
Mary London Szpara

~Mary London Szpara       President

Thanks  to  a l l  t hat  a t tended ou r  f i r s t  b lues  jam at  ou r  new home on  September  5 th
at  The  Ne ighborhood Theat re !   Jam Maste r  Ron  Sheehan  b rought  i n  some ta len ted
p laye r s  to  anchor  the  n igh t ,  and  we had  new mus ic ians  show up  to  per fo rm ,  a long
wi th  some of  ou r  favo r i te  jammers  we  have  not  seen  in  much  too  long  a  t ime .     I t
was  an  out s tand ing  beg inn ing  to  a  new season  o f  the  b lues  i n  Char lo t te .

Due to  pr ior  bookings ,  we  wi l l  NOT have  our  B lues  Sunday  in  October ,  bu t  w i l l
be  a t  The  Ne ighborhood Theat re  fo r  seve ra l  b ig  shows ,  i nc lud ing  La rk in  Poe .   Check
page 7  fo r  deta i l s .

Even  though  we won ' t  be  hav ing  ou r  month l y  b lues  Sunday  i n  October ,  head down
the  road  to  South  Caro l i na  fo r  the  24th  Annua l  Caro l i na  Downhome B lues  Fes t i va l
Oct  7- 10  i n  Camden!   I t  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  mu l t ip le  venues  w i th  20  d i f fe rent  act s
per fo rm ing  inc lud ing  S teady  Ro l l i n ’  Bob  Margo l i n  (Nor th  Caro l i na ) ,  The  N ighthawks
(Mary land) ,  Jon  Sha in  &  F J  Vent re  (Nor th  Caro l i na ) ,  T i f fany  Po l lack  ( Lou i s iana) (oh ,
and  check  out  Mar t y  Gunther ' s  g reat  rev iew of  T i f fany ' s  la tes t  re lease  in  Red  Hot
and  B lues  Rev iews  th i s  month ) ,  LaVern  Smi th  (Georg ia ) ,  and  Sh r imp C i t y  S l im  (South
Caro l i na ) .

We a re  l i n ing  up  new leaders  fo r  CBS and  hope  to  announce  them a l l  soon .  Check
out  page 15 !  I f  you  want  to  be  a  par t  o f  ou r  g rowth  and  reb i r th ,  speak  up  (o r
fo reve r  ho ld  you r  peace)We w i l l  a l so  be  p resent ing  new board  members  to  you  that
n ight .  So  be  p repared  to  g i ve  them a  warm we lcome,  as  they  he lp  to  usher  i n  the
nex t  e ra  o f  g reat  b lues .  

F inal  note :  We just  found out  our  f r iend  Benny  Turner  lost
h is  home and possess ion  af ter  Hurr icane  Ida.  P lease  
f ind  out  how you  can  he lp  on  page 9   

https://twitter.com/MickJagger/status/1443554633906020359?s=20&fbclid=IwAR2w2_YAkhWyWFhVhyUu6OSki1JMGYAJAS2XCl97zHTbU9sJjrXxpP29xsE


THE IBCTHE IBCTHE IBC
RETURNSRETURNSRETURNS
IN 2022IN 2022IN 2022

T h e  w a i t  i s  o v e r !  Y o u  c a n  p u r c h a s e  p a s s e s
f o r  t h e  2 0 2 2  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B l u e s  C h a l l e n g e ,

F i n a l s  u p g r a d e s ,  a n d  K B A  t i c k e t s .  H o t e l
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a t  o u r  D o w n t o w n  M e m p h i s

p a r t n e r  h o t e l s  w i l l  a l s o  o p e n .
 

g o  t o  b l u e s . o r g  f o r  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s !



P e t r a ’ s
E v e n i n g  M u s e
N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e
S n u g  H a r b o r ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  a r t i s t .

V i s u l i t e  T h e a t r e
M i d d l e  C  J a z z
C o y o t e  J o e ’ s
S p e c t r u m  C e n t e r
A m o s ’  S o u t h e n d
T h e  M i l e s t o n e  C l u b
S k y l a r k  S o c i a l  C l u b
P N C  M u s i c  P a v i l i o n  a n d  t h e  M u s i c  F a c t o r y  v e n u e s  l i k e  t h e  F i l l m o r e ,  f o r  n o w .  
P r o o f  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  s t a r t i n g  O c t .  4 ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  L i v e  N a t i o n
v e n u e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y .

P h o t o :  E m m a  W a y / A x i o s
 

B y  E m m a  W a y  |  A u g u s t  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1
 
 
 

M a s k s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  i n d o o r s  i n  M e c k l e n b u r g  C o u n t y ,  b u t  s o m e  l o c a l  m u s i c
v e n u e s  h a v e  t a k e n  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t e p  b y  r e q u i r i n g  p r o o f  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  d o o r .

 
H e r e ’ s  t h e  l a t e s t .

 
V a c c i n e s  r e q u i r e d :  M o s t  a l l o w  e x e m p t i o n s  w i t h  p r o o f  o f  a  r e c e n t  n e g a t i v e  t e s t .

 
 

N o  v a c c i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d :

 
I f  y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  s a f e  o p t i o n  f o r  l i v e  m u s i c  e v e n  a s  C O V I D - 1 9  c a s e s  r i s e  a g a i n ,
c h e c k  o u t  S o f a r  S o u n d s ’  s e r i e s  o f  i n t i m a t e  s h o w s  i n  C h a r l o t t e .  I  w e n t  t o  o n e  t h i s
M o n d a y  a t  P i n h o u s e  i n  P l a z a  M i d w o o d  a n d  h e a r d  C h a r l o t t e  a r t i s t s  E m i l y  S a g e ,  B i a n c a
J a d e  a n d  D a p Y P .    H o w  i t  w o r k s :  T h e  g l o b a l  c o m p a n y  h o s t s  s m a l l - s c a l e  c o n c e r t s  w i t h
l o c a l  a r t i s t s  i n  s e c r e t  l o c a t i o n s  a r o u n d  C h a r l o t t e .   S t a r t i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e y ’ l l
r e q u i r e  p r o o f  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  o r  a  r e c e n t  n e g a t i v e  C O V I D  t e s t  a t  a l l  s h o w s .  T i c k e t s  a r e
$ 1 9  ( p l u s  f e e s )  a n d  s h o w s  s t a r t  a t  7 : 3 0 p m .

https://charlotte.axios.com/author/emma-way/


N E I G H B O R H O O D  T H E A T R E  C H A N G E S  P O L I C Y  
R E G A R D I N G  C O V I D - 1 9

 
   T h a n k s  t o  t h e  l o v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  n u m e r o u s  p a t r o n s  a n d  t h e  c i t y

o f  C h a r l o t t e ,  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e  s u r v i v e d  w i t h  i t s  d o o r s
c l o s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r .  N o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  r e o p e n e d ,  t h e  s t a f f

o f  t h e  N o D a  m u s i c  v e n u e  i s  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i t  c a n  t o  k e e p  t h e
d o o r s  o p e n .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         G r e g g  M c C r a w
         M a x x M u s i c ,  I n c                               

        
 
 
 
 

C h a r l o t t e  B l u e s  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  v o c a l  a b o u t  w a n t i n g
t o  r e t u r n  t o  l i v e  m u s i c .  O u r  p o l l s  a l s o  r e f l e c t  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  b e  s a f e .

O u r  d i v e r s e  d e m o g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t  e v e r y  a g e  g r o u p  a n d  d i f f e r i n g
o p i n i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  s o m e  m a y  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  u n d e r  t h e s e
r e q u e s t s ,  w e  a s k  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  o p t i o n s  a n d  j o i n  u s .  I n

A m e r i c a ,  e v e r y  b u s i n e s s  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  r u l e s ,  a n d
w e  a s k  y o u  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  o u r  n e w  " h o m e "  a n d  o u r  m e m b e r s

t o  k e e p  u s  a l l  s a f e  a n d  " K e e p  t h e  B l u e s  A l i v e ! "  

W i t h  C O V I D - 1 9  i n f e c t i o n  r a t e s  o n c e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  r i s e ,  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  f o r
a  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n .

 
 E f f e c t i v e ,  A u g .  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  p r o o f  o f  a

f u l l  c o u r s e  o f  C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n  o r  p r o o f  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t
t a k e n  w i t h i n  7 2  ( 4 8 )  h o u r s  o f  t h e  s h o w  d a t e  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  a n y  e v e n t .  T h e

f i n a l  v a c c i n a t i o n  d o s e  m u s t  o c c u r  a t  l e a s t  1 4  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e v e n t .
 

 " T h i s  i s  w h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  s a f e l y  k e e p  o u r  d o o r s  o p e n  -  f o r  o u r
e m p l o y e e s ,  o u r  p a t r o n s  a n d  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s , "  G r e g g  M c C r a w ,  o w n e r  o f

M a x x M u s i c  a n d  b o o k i n g  a g e n t  ( t a l e n t  b u y e r )  f o r  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e ,
s a i d .  " W e  c a n ' t  h a n d l e  a n o t h e r  s h u t d o w n  i f  o u r  s t a f f  g e t s  s i c k . "

 
 P r o o f  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  c a n  b e  a  p h y s i c a l  c a r d  o r  t h e  p h o t o  o f  a

c o m p l e t e  v a c c i n a t i o n  t h a t  m a t c h e s  t h e  p a t r o n ' s  I D .  P r o o f  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  t e s t
c a n  b e  a  p r i n t e d  o r  d i g i t a l  t e s t  r e s u l t  t h a t  m a t c h e s  t h e  p a t r o n ' s  I D .  A l l

p a t r o n s  a r e  t o  w e a r  a  m a s k ,  a s  p e r  C i t y  o f  C h a r l o t t e  i n d o o r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d r i n k i n g  w h i l e  i n s i d e  t h e  v e n u e .

 
 " A  l o t  o f  m u s i c  v e n u e s  a r e  g o i n g  t h i s  r o u t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n o w  t h a t

L o l l a p a l o o z a  s h o w e d  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  i t  c a n  b e , "  M c C r a w  s a i d .  " W e  h o p e
e v e r y o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  a  s h o w  a t  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e  w i l l
d o  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  r i s k s  f o r  s t a f f ,  a r t i s t s  a n d  f e l l o w  m u s i c
l o v e r s .  T h e  C h a r l o t t e  m u s i c  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  o u t s t a n d i n g  w h e n
i t  c o m e s  t o  h e l p i n g  o u t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  c a n  a l l  d o

t o g e t h e r . "
 

 S t r e a m i n g  t i c k e t s  w i l l  n o w  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e
N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  P a t r o n s  w h o  h a v e            

 a l r e a d y    p u r c h a s e d  a  t i c k e t  b u t  w o u l d  l i k e  a  r e f u n d  c a n                      
  c o n t a c t  t h e   N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e                             .

t



2 4 t h  A n n u a l  C a r o l i n a  D o w n h o m e  B l u e s  F e s t i v a l  O c t  7 - 1 0  
 

( C A M D E N ,  S C )  -  2 4 t h  A n n u a l  C a r o l i n a  D o w n h o m e  B l u e s  F e s t i v a l
O c t  7 - 1 0  i n  C a m d e n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  m u l t i p l e

v e n u e s  w i t h  2 0  d i f f e r e n t  a c t s  p e r f o r m i n g  i n c l u d i n g  S t e a d y
R o l l i n ’  B o b  M a r g o l i n  ( N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ) ,  T h e  N i g h t h a w k s

( M a r y l a n d ) ,  J o n  S h a i n  &  F J  V e n t r e  ( N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ) ,  T i f f a n y
P o l l a c k  ( L o u i s i a n a ) ,  L a V e r n  S m i t h  ( G e o r g i a ) ,  a n d  S h r i m p  C i t y

S l i m  ( S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ) .
 

M a r g o l i n  w i t h  S h r i m p  C i t y  S l i m  &  F r i e n d s  k i c k  o f f  t h e  f e s t i v a l
T h u r s d a y  n i g h t  O c t  7  a t  t h e  A r t s  C e n t e r  o f  K e r s h a w  C o u n t y  ( 8 1 0

L y t t l e t o n  S t . )  f r o m  5 : 3 0 - 7 : 3 0  p m  f o l l o w e d  b y  T h e  N i g h t h a w k s
9 p m - 1 2 a m  a t  B a r o n ’ s  ( 1 0 2 0  B r o a d  S t . ) .

 
F o r  2 4  y e a r s ,  t h e  C a r o l i n a  D o w n h o m e  B l u e s  F e s t i v a l  h a s  b e e n
k n o w n  f o r  i t s  l e g e n d a r y  b l u e s  a r t i s t s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e ,
p e r f o r m i n g  i n  m u l t i p l e  v e n u e s  i n  a n  “ u p - c l o s e  a n d  p e r s o n a l ”
a t m o s p h e r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  “ b l u e s  c r a w l ”  f o r m a t .  D e e m e d  b y

S o u t h e r n  L i v i n g  a s  a  “ d e s t i n a t i o n  w e e k e n d , ”  t h e  C a r o l i n a
D o w n h o m e  B l u e s  F e s t i v a l  a t t r a c t s  b o t h  b l u e s  a f i c i o n a d o s  a s  w e l l

a s  f a n s  n e w  t o  t h e  b l u e s  m u s i c  g e n r e .  A l l  a c c e s s  a r m b a n d s  a r e
$ 1 5  f o r  T h u r s d a y ,  $ 2 0  f o r  F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  a n d  w i l l  b e

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  a l o n g  w i t h  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  t - s h i r t s  a n d
l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  2 4 t h  A n n u a l  C a r o l i n a  D o w n h o m e  B l u e s  p o s t e r s

f e a t u r i n g  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  l a t e  B l u e s  l e g e n d ,  B e v e r l y  " G u i t a r "
W a t k i n s  b y  a r t i s t  S u s a n  L e n z .



 
B L A C K  S T O N E  C H E R R Y  
T u e s d a y ,  O c t  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1

 N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e
C h a r l o t t e ,  N C
S h o w :  8 : 0 0 P M

J I M  M E S S I N A  
w / W e s l e y  D e a n

S a t  O c t  0 9
B o o t h  P l a y h o u s e

C h a r l o t t e ,  N C
8 : 0 0  P M

P A T T Y  G R I F F I N  
+  

G R E G O R Y  A L A N  I S A K O V
F r i  O c t  0 8  

K n i g h t  T h e a t e r
C h a r l o t t e ,  N C

8 : 0 0  P M

E I L E N  J E W E L L
W e d  O c t  1 3

N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e
C h a r l o t t e ,  N C

 8 : 0 0  P M

S C O T T  M I L L E R  
w i t h  D a v i d  C h i l d e r s

S a t  O c t  1 6  

N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e

 C h a r l o t t e ,  N C

8 : 0 0  P M

L A K E  S T R E E T  D I V E
T u e  O c t  1 9

T h e  F i l l m o r e  C h a r l o t t e

C h a r l o t t e ,  N C

 8 : 0 0  P M

L A R K I N  P O E
M o n s t e r  E n e r g y  

O u t b r e a k  T o u r

N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e

F r i  O c t  2 2  

 8 : 0 0  P M

R I V A L  S O N S
S A T  O c t  1 6

T h e  U n d e r g r o u n d

C h a r l o t t e ,  N C

 8 : 0 0  P M

A l i c e  C o o p e r  w i t h  s p e c i a l
g u e s t  A c e  F r e h l e y

T H U ,  O C T  7  
C h a r l o t t e  M e t r o  C r e d i t

U n i o n  A m p h i t h e a t r e
7 : 3 0  P M

E a r t h ,  W i n d  &  F i r e
F R I ,  O C T  8

C h a r l o t t e  M e t r o  C r e d i t
U n i o n  A m p h i t h e a t r e

 8  P M
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Live Music is hereLive Music is hereLive Music is here

N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e
5 1 1  E .  3 6 t h  S t . ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  N C ,  

F R I D A Y  O C T O B E R  2 2  

N e i g h b o r h o o d  T h e a t r e
5 1 1  E .  3 6 t h  S t . ,
C h a r l o t t e ,  N C ,  

J A C K  B R O A D B E N T  
S u n d a y ,  N o v  0 7 ,  2 0 2 1

H a i l e d  a s  “ t h e  n e w
m a s t e r  o f  t h e  s l i d e

g u i t a r ”  b y  t h e
M o n t r e u x  J a z z  F e s t i v a l
a n d  “ t h e  r e a l  t h a n g ”  b y

t h e  l e g e n d a r y  B o o t s y
C o l l i N S   See You 

Blues Sunday
November 7  at

Neighborhood Theatre



CBS was privileged to have the great Benny Turner play for us in November
of 2017 at The Rabbit Hole.  The poster from that show is below.

GoFundMe for Benny Turner

We recently found out that Benny lost
everything in Hurricane Ida a few
weeks ago.
Benny is a world class entertainer and
bass player.  His blues pedigree is long,
We discovered him to be more than a
wonderful performer, he is a kind and
gentle man, who would never ask for
funds himself.  This GoFundMe was set
up for Benny & his family by  friends.

Show him how much we love and support him.  He is a proud man, would never
ask for this himself. If you met him at our event, you know he is a class act, with a
heart of gold.  Those of you who were members of CBS at that time were able to
see him for free...let's show him how much he is appreciated now by donating.
you can find it here directly: 
Fundraiser for Benny Turner by Turner Family : Benny Turner - Hurricane
Recovery Fund (gofundme.com)

^click on the above to go directly to the link^

fNot only did Benny lose his home and all his possessions,  someone stole his
car, , and the hits just kept coming.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/new-beginnings-for-benny-turner?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp%20share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR2OCPgKbzgolqp7E4p2Ppf-0Kfj5PZFNoJpAW9Jy2kX18zVLWdrVMwYcqE
https://www.gofundme.com/f/new-beginnings-for-benny-turner?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp%20share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR2OCPgKbzgolqp7E4p2Ppf-0Kfj5PZFNoJpAW9Jy2kX18zVLWdrVMwYcqE
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Keep Your
Beer Cold

P I C K  U P
Y O U R  F R E E
K O O Z I E  A T
O U R  N E X T

E V E N T !

Keep Your
Head Cooler

W I T H  A  C B S
C A P

 

$ 2 0

Keep
the

Blues
Alive

W I T H  Y O U R
T A X

D E D U C T I B L E
D O N A T I O N

C L I C K  O N  T H E  I M A G E S  T O  P U R C H A S E

https://charlottebluessociety.org/shop/ols/products/ball-caps-3f678d4e-a2d4-4517-bf10-975257d9541b
https://charlottebluessociety.org/shop/ols/products/cbs-koozie
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/JPF237BST8FAE/checkout/SYV43LISYAPKHG5Y3HGL2NPH
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GA-20 – Does Hound Dog Taylor: Try It…You Might Like It!
Colemine/Alligator Records
www.ga20band.com
Formed by 13-year Charlie Musselwhite sidekick Matthew Stubbs
and fellow guitarist Pat Flaherty in 2019 in an effort to celebrate
their mutual love of ‘50s and ‘60s blues, GA-20 use vintage
equipment and rock from the jump as they pay tribute to Hound
Dog Taylor, the long-gone Chicagoan who was the first-ever artist
on the Alligator label. Like Taylor’s HouseRockers – second
guitarist Brewer Phillips and percussionist Ted Harvey, they’re a
three-piece unit anchored by Tim Carmen on skins. They dip into
Hound Dog’s catalog to produce tunes that are raw with
throwback feel, but modern appeal that will have you boogieing
like they did it in the old days. Step back in time and groove to
“She’s Gone,” “Let’s Get Funky” and classics that include “Sitting
at Home Alone,” “Phillips Goes Wild,” “It’ Alright,” “Give Me Back
My Wig,” “It Hurts Me Too,” “Sadie” and “Hawaiian Boogie.”

Tiffany Pollack & Co. – Bayou Liberty
Nola Blue Records NB 015
www.tiffanypollackandco.com
Honey-voiced powerhouse Tiffany Pollack hit the heavens
with her previous release, Blues in My Blood – capturing
blues-rock album and female vocalist of the year honors in
the Global Music Awards. She eams with label mate/producer
John Németh on this rock-solid follow-up. Based in New
Orleans and a former mortician, Tiffany delivers blues, jazz,
funk and roots in a set that alternates between sugar-sweet
and dark as the night with backing that includes
percussionist Russell Batiste (Allen Toussaint) and other top
Big Easy musicians. An all-original album, the high points
include “Spit on Your Grave,” “Crawfish and Beer,”
“Mountain,” “My Soul My Choice,” “Sassy Bitch,” “I’m Gonna
Make You Love Me,” “Baby Boys” and “Do It Yourself.”

Al Basile – B’s Testimony
Sweetspot Records 9941
www.albasile.com
Classy Rhode Island-based cornet player Al Basile cranks things up a
notch on his latest album, filling out his usual roster of first-call New
England musicians with Kid Andersen on guitar and Mississippian Shy
Perry on guest vocals, delivering another effort that’s sure to make
Top Ten lists at year’s end. An eight-time BMA nominee whose tunes
have been covered by everyone from Ruth Brown to the Blind Boys
of Alabama, Basile’s also a prize-winning poet whose words appear
regularly in leading journals. He penned the 13 tracks on this one, and
all of them shine. You’ll enjoy “Lucky Man,” “Don’t Kid Yourself,
Baby,” “I Got a Right to Be Lonesome,” “Up Close and Personal Best,”
“When the Girl Says Yes,” “I Oughta Be Your Monkey,” “Through
Thick and Thin,” “Would I Do That to You?” and “He Said, She Said.”

by Marty Gunther

http://www.ga20band.com/
http://www.tiffanypollackandco.com/
http://www.albasile.com/
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Gabe Stillman – Just Say the Word
VizzTone Label Group VT-GS-01
www.gabestillman.com
Based out of Williamsport, Pa., and the winner of the Gibson
Guitar Award at the 2019 IBCs, Gabe Stillman traveled to
Texas to team with producer Anson Funderburgh for this
release, which demonstrates that he’s as talented as a
songwriter as he is on the six-string. A graduate of Boston’s
prestigious Berklee College of Music, his previous album,
Flying High, featured backing from the Nighthawks. This set –
which includes 13 originals and a pair of covers -- includes
contributions from Anson, Sue Foley, the Texas Horns and
veteran harp player Greg Izor. The varied set opens with
“Give Me Some Time,” a slide-guitar workout. Give a good
listen to the searing “Let It Go,” “No Peace for a Soldier,”
“Heartbreak Makes A Sound,” “No Matter What You Wear,”
“Out of Time,” “Don’t Go Cold,” “I’ll Take Care of You” and
“See BT Blues.”

Johnny Tucker featuring Kid Ramos & the Allstars – 75 and
Alive
HighJohn/Blue Heart Records
https://johnnytucker.bandcamp.com
Johnny Tucker delivered a stripped-down masterpiece on his
most recent previous release in 2018, but brings out the big
guns here as he celebrates his 75th trip around the sun with
this collection of jump, soul and gutbucket blues. A young-at-
heart Californian who worked with guitarist Phillip Walker for
decades, his rough-hewn voice shines like a diamond with
gold-standard backing for six-string wizard Kid Ramos, Carl
Sonny Leyland on keys, Ron Dziubla on horns and Bob
Corritore on harmonica. The percussive “All Night Long, All
Night Wrong” cooks to open. Other pleasers include “There’s
a Time for Love,” “Can’t You See,” “Treat Me Good,” the Albert
Collins tribute “Snowplow,” Earl Hooker’s “Hookline,” “Dance
Like I Should,” “Have a Good Time Tonight” and “Gotta Do It
One Time.” 

Steve Lukather & Edgar Winter – Live at North Sea Jazz
Festival
String Commander/MIG Music
www.mig-music.de
Matching playing styles that infuse blues, rock and jazz, Toto
founder Steve Lukather and blues-rock giant Edgar Winter fit
like hand and glove in this 66-minute set, which was captured
in the Netherlands in 2000 during their Odd Couple Tour.
Available as a CD/DVD boxed set and featuring extended
jams with backing from bassist Phil Soussan (Billy Idol,
Johnny Halliday) and percussionist Gary Ferguson (Gary
Moore, Eddie Money), the disc opens with a torrid jazz-fusion
number, but blues runs deep throughout. If you’re a Lukather
fan, you’ll love the versions of his tunes “Smell Yourself” and
Song for Jeff.” And Edgar fans will enjoy reworkings of
“Texas,” “Fly Away” and “Frankenstein.” Other standouts
include a take on Jimi Hendrix’s “Red House,” “Tobacco Road”
and a medley of “Johnny B. Goode,” “Whole Lotta Shakin’
Goin’ On” and “Long Tall Sally.” 

http://www.gabestillman.com/
https://johnnytucker.bandcamp.com/
http://www.mig-music.de/
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Adam Schultz – Social Distancing
Blue Heart Records BHR 013
www.adamschultzmusic.com
A protégé of veteran bluesman Clarence Spady, guitarist Adam Schultz
is already a polished veteran of the New York City music scene at age
19, and he sets the strings ablaze with a light, confident touch on this
well-executed, jazz-infused debut album, playing in a manner
reminiscent of Duke Robillard. Spady, Michael Angelo and Ekat Pereyra
alternate vocals backed by a veteran roster that includes former Dizzy
Gillespie/Temptations sax player Tom Hamilton and others. Despite
leaving the singing to others, Schultz dazzles on the strings in a set that
mixes five originals and six familiar covers. Adam effortlessly handles
Johnny “Guitar” Watson’s “A Real Mother for Ya” to open before turning
the Louis Jordan’s “Early in the Mornin’” into a slick, bluesy rhumba.
Other tasty tracks include the originals “Good Conversation,” “Harlem
Tonight,” “Have Some Faith,” “Cure for the Blues” and “Toxic Medicine.”

Polly O’Keary and the Rhythm Method – 50
Self-produced CD
www.pollyokeary.com
Mixing swing, funk and rock with Latin rhythms and Texas
shuffles, Washington State-based vocalist/bassist Polly O’Keary
and her Rhythm Method – guitarist Dave Miller and drummer
Tommy Cook – all celebrate their 50th birthdays with this slick set
of modern blues. A former IBC winner for best self-produced CD,
their 11 originals here look back wryly on past foibles and offer
hope for better times ahead. Polly’s rich alto shines throughout –
as does Dave’s soaring work on the strings. Lady A, whose legal
battle with country group Lady Antebellum made headlines last
year, makes a guest appearance. You’ll enjoy “Brand New Day,”
“Too Much Like I Care,” “Smilin’,” the cautionary “You Better
Think,” “People on the Corner,” “I’m Not Guilty,” “Love ‘n’ Waiting”
and “American Highways.”

Tas Cru – Broke Down Busted Up
Subcat Records
www.tascru.com
A former educator from Upstate New York, guitarist Tas Cru is a musical
chameleon who delivers all shades of blue on his latest effort, a self-
described “quasi-acoustic album” that offers up a unique, refined and hard-
to-describe mix of originals that will have you thinking as you groove. A set
that features diverse instrumentation, including Anne Harris’ fiddle and
Mary Ann Casale’s mandolin. Mary Ann also co-wrote three of the tunes
and lends her voice to the set -- which also includes electric and upright
bass and grand piano -- as Tas reinforces the concept that, despite the
tribulation of recent times, we’ve managed to hold onto what’s dearest to
our hearts. Definitely not your grandparents’ blues, tune into the blues-
rocker “Where Do We Go,” the funky “Broke Down Busted Up” and “River
of Insanity,” the gospel-tinged “Be My Strength” and “Write Me My Own,”
the jazzy “You’re the Real Deal” and the shuffle “So Damn Hard to Like.”

http://www.adamschultzmusic.com/
http://www.pollyokeary.com/
http://www.tascru.com/
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Chris Daniels, Hazel Miller, Dana Marsh & Friends – What
We Did
Moon Voyage Records
www.chrisdaniels.com
Three beloved Colorado musicians, guitarist Chris Daniels, vocalist Hazel
Miller and keyboard player Dana Marsh answered the call when COVID-19
struck and teamed to deliver online performances in an effort to raise funds
for Inner City Health, which provides care for underserved Denver
residents. This CD celebrates their effort and keeps their fundraising
campaign going forward. They’re assisted by contributions for Big Head
Todd Park Mohr, bassists Victor Wooten and Kenny Passarelli, among
others. It’s bluesy, jazzy mix of mostly well-crafted covers and a couple of
originals. If you like your tunes classy and would like to lend a hand, this
one’s right up your alley. Give an ear to the originals “I’m Still Lookin’” and
“Better Days” as well as tasty reworkings of “Takin’ It to the Streets,” “Born
Under a Bad Sign,” “What a Wonderful World,” “Down Home Blues” and
“You’ve Got a Friend.”

Jeff Chaz – I Just Caught the Blues
JCP Records
www.jeffchazblues.com
A New Orleans-based musician and ordained minister, slide guitarist Jeff
Chaz is a gifted storyteller with a unique spin on blues rock and gospel –
something that’s apparent from the opening notes of this emotion-packed
set based on the highs and lows of living in the modern world. Influenced
by Little Milton and Albert King, Jeff’s got a haunting vocal style that’s all his
own. The first-ever winner of the Beale Street Blues Award in Memphis,
he’s been based in the Big Easy since the ‘90s. He penned 15 of the 16
tunes here, doubling on six-string and bass in various arrangements. If
eclectic, modern blues is your thing, you’ll enjoy “I’ll Be Sad with You
Baby,” “No Reason to Stay,” “Enroll Me in Your School,” “There’s 2 of You,”
“21 Instrumental,” “The Color Fine,” “Walmart Engagement Ring,” “Can’t
Say No to You” and “2 Steps from the Hood.”

Avey Grouws Band – Tell Tale Heart
Navy House Records NHCD2021
www.aveygrowsband.com
After successful trips to the IBCs, the Avey Grouws Band delivered a
debut CD loaded with promise last year, reaching the Top 10 on
Billboard’s blues album chart. They continue their ascendency with
this collection of originals that mix blues, rock, funk and more and
deal with current events. A five-piece unit based out of the Quad
Cities in Illinois and Iowa, they’re fronted by melismatic vocalist Jeni
Grouws and Chris Avey, former lead guitarist for Arizona Blues Hall
of Famer Big Pete Pearson. The duo combined to pen all ten tunes in
a set produced in Nashville by Casey Wasner, a Grammy winner for
his work with Keb’ Mo’ and Taj Mahal. The blues-rocker, “Love
Raining Down,” heats things up to open. You’ll also enjoy the sweet
“There for Me,” the seven-minute instrumental, “Mariana,” the
funky “We’re Gonna Roll,” the acoustic ballad, “Daylight,” “Heart’s
Playing Tricks” and “Eye to Eye.”                                                

http://www.jeffchazblues.com/
http://www.aveygrowsband.com/


Various Artists – Tony Holiday’s Porch Sessions Vol. 2
Blue Heart Records BHR 017
www.tonyholidaymusic.com
Memphis-based harp player Tony Holiday struck gold in 2019 with
the first iteration of this set -- intimate, spontaneous field recordings
captured, as the title suggests, on front porches across the U.S. and
released without overdubs or special effects. That one proved to be
a must-have for blues lovers, and this one’s just as solid with a
lineup that includes Bobby Rush, Mark Hummel teaming with Dennis
Gruenling, Victor Wainwright, Lurrie Bell, Watermelon Slim, James
Harman, Willie Buck, Johnny Burgin, Ben Rice and more. The 16
tracks deliver a surprise around every corner. Standout cuts include
Wainwright’s “She’s Tuff,” Rush’s “Recipe for Love” and “Get Outta
Here,” Harman’s “Going to Court 2,” Southern Avenue’s “Peace Will
Come,” Burgin’s “Bad Bad Girl,” Rae Gordon’s “Find Me When the
Sun Goes Down” and “Cake Walk,” featuring Hummel and
Gruenling.

Seth Lee Jones – Flathead
Horton Records
www.facebook.com/sethleejonesband
A third-generation guitarist, slide master and luthier, Seth Lee
Jones has enjoyed a lengthy residency at The Colony, a go-to
venue in Tulsa, Okla. He captured this set straight to tape
without overdubs and edits, breathing new life on nine favorite
covers and putting a spin on them that makes them all his own.
A former Californian who graduated at the top of his class from
Hollywood’s Musicians Institute, Seth went on to post-graduate
studies in jazz and classical music, too, but is deep in the
pocket here, fronting a hard-driving three-piece band. If you like
your six-string free of pyrotechnics, you’ll love this one. Give a
listen to “I Can’t Be Satisfied,” “Driving Wheel,” “It Was Rainin’,”
“Moving Me (Way Too Fast),” “Desiree,” “Tulsa Time” and “Mary
Ann.”

Joel DaSilva – Against the Grain
Self-produced CD
www.joeldasilva.net
The son of traveling musicians from Brazil, guitarist Joel DaSilva
hails from Chicago but has been a fixture on the South Florida
music scene since his teens, where he cut his teeth with local
favorites Junior Drinkwater & the Thirstquenchers and the Hep Cat
Boo Daddies. Playing in trio format, DaSilva is an energetic
performer who delivers everything from straight-ahead blues to
blues-rock and a little Latin, too. He penned six of the eight cut
here, one of which was co-written by harmonica ace Brandon
Santini. “Jack’s Groove” powers out of the gate, and the sound
shifts steadily throughout, beginning with the cautionary “Don’t
Come Around Here.” Other pleasers include “Ain’t No Rest for the
Wicked,” “Come Undone,” “Let It Roll” and “Lover’s Rhumba.”

A member of the CBS board since 2018, Marty is no stranger to the area or the Blues. A native Rhode Islander who attended App State, his first
exposure to the music came through Muddy Waters at Newport in 1960. His complete baptism into the Blues came in 1966 when Howlin' Wolf was
crawling across the Newport stage and singing "Moaning at Midnight." A longtime member of the Chicago blues community, where many
international stars were close friends, he was taught by harmonica payer Sugar Blue, and co-founded the Nucklebusters, one of the hardest working
bands in South Florida, where he resided previously. In addition to writing the "Red Hot 'n Blues Reviews" column and contributing occasional articles,
Marty's an in-demand journalist across the Blues spectrum. Senior writer at Blues Blast Magazine, he's also a contributor to The Groove, the monthly
newsletter of the Crossroads (Ill.) Blues Society, and his CBS reviews appear regularly in Chicago Blues Guide.

http://www.tonyholidaymusic.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sethleejonesband
http://www.joeldasilva.net/


CBS NEEDS
Welcome our latest

Board Members:
Linda Graham

Bonnie Spalding
Rhonda Lewis

Floyd Carroll 
 

Linda is our new Secretary,
Bonnie & Rhonda will be

handling Membership & Merch
duties.

Floyd will be helping us on
Social Media, Blues in the

Schools and special projects. 
  

  We are actively interviewing
candidates for 

 
President

Vice President
Treasurer

 
If you are interested in joining the
board, we'd love to hear from you

VOLUNTEER FOR EVENTSVOLUNTEER FOR EVENTS

 
we love a helping hand: 



Charlotte Blues Society
Blues Sunday Special Events

W O R L D  C L A S S  B L U E S  P R E S E N T E D  B Y  C H A R L O T T E  B L U E S  S O C I E T Y

H O L D  O N  T O  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  F O R  V A N E S S A  C O L L I E R .   
O K ,  I T  H A S  T A K E N  U S  L O N G E R  T H A N  W E  H A D  H O P E D ,  B U T  W E  A R E
I N  I T  T O  W I N  I T !   
T H I S  I S  A  P O S T P O N E D  D A T E ,  A N D  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  W I L L  B E
H O N O R E D  F O R  T H E  R E S C H E D U L E D  D A T E .   
W E  A R E  D I S C U S S I N G  A  C O N F I R M E D  D A T E  2 0 2 1 !

S T A Y   P O S I T I V E . . . .   

 W E  S H A L L    A L L  C E L E B R A T E  O U R  2 8 T H  
A N N I V E R S A R Y  T O G E T H E R .



You are participating in a tradition that is over 26 years in the making.  The Charlotte Blues
Society has consistently promoted a Blues Jam as part of its Blues Sunday.  The Charlotte Blues
Society’s Blues Sunday occurs on the first Sunday of each month.  The Blues Jams do not happen
at every Blues Sunday.  Always refer to CharlotteBluesSociety.org for details and schedules. 
We hope your experience will be inspiring and that your own musical abilities will be informed
by these jams.

We offer the following guidelines to consider when signing on as a participating jammer:

     *A practical suggestion, sign up early.  On the sign-up sheet please list your instrument
and/or ability that you wish to contribute to the Jam.  While the Blues has a lot of variations,
please be advised this is a Blues Jam.  Please keep it real ladies and gentlemen.

      *Be respectful of any equipment that you use, backline and PA, treat it as your own or
possibly better than your own.  If you have a special amp, pedal or set-up that you need to use,
remember guideline #1; Come early

       "Bring your own gear including amp.  Do not rely on there being enough amps on stage.  If
you happen to blow up an amp during a righteous jam, then make sure it is your own"

       *Keep track of your place on the sign-up sheet.  It is not up to the Jam Master to track you
down when your time to shine arrives.  

       *Please be advised that you need to be tuned and ready BEFORE you get on stage. 
Additionally, if you are a guitarist that tunes down a half step, please note the House band
will be tuned to standard 440.  Two choices remain, either tune to  440 or make allowances in
your choice of a chord voicing.

       *If you only hear yourself on stage, perhaps you are too loud.  Likewise, if you hear everyone
else, but not yourself; turn up.  

       *Be respectful of your fellow musicians, no matter what their ability may be.  Everyone
usually starts at the same place.

       *In regards to soloing, again please be respectful of other musicians in the jam.  For example,
rhythm guitar is not just something to waste your time on while you wait for your next solo. 
One of the lessons of a Blues Jam is to learn how to be as apt an accompanist as you hope to be
as a soloist.  The Jam Master will be generous with solos, but be mindful of other musicians
that may be waiting to jam.  

       *Lastly, have fun.  Also respect the traditions as well as the innovations of the Blues. 
Likewise, respect the Charlotte Blues Society and The Rabbit Hole for providing the space and
equipment for you to jam.
 

Blues Jam Guidelines
G U I D E L I N E S  &  C O U R T E S I E S   
C H A R L O T T E  B L U E S  S O C I E T Y   O P E N  B L U E S  J A M S



As we continue our fight against hunger, especially for at risk kids,
now more than ever your help is needed.   COVID-19 virus, has
affected schoolchildren throughout the Charlotte area that relied on
school meals. Summer is no vacation when you are hungry and the
need continues.

Thank you for your donations in the past, and know we understand
that not everyone is in a position to give.  If you are, please do so. 
 Thank you.

Normally we ask you to bring  multiple cans of food to our next
event.  We ask that you do that on Sept 5th for our Blues Jam.

 You can also make a donation to Loaves & Fishes during this difficult
time. Any amount, small or large is greatly appreciated.  Your
generosity makes all the difference.

Loaves & Fishes has recently added two mobile units for "food
pharmacies". The mobile food pharmacies will travel to communities
identified as “food deserts,” where access to nutritious, fresh food is
limited by the barriers of availability, cost and transportation.

They also have drivers to bring food to the families, since it is unsafe
to have them come to the pantry.  Please help if you can.

Thank you
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You are making a difference with every donation!Loaves & FishesLoaves & Fishesbefore you go...think...before you go...think...


