CLEANING/DISINFECTING THE ENDOSCOPE CADDY TUBES
1. Purpose

To ensure the endoscope caddy tubes are clean prior to insertion of the endoscope for disinfection; to prevent the spread of infection by removing microorganisms and reduce risk of transmission to patients, families and healthcare workers.  
2. Equipment/Supplies 
a. Hot water and liquid soap and/or detergent

b. Super Sani-Cloth Germicidal Wipes 
c. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including: gloves, eye goggles and mask
d. All endoscope caddy tubes
e. Soft cleaning brush (i.e. toothbrush, bottle washer or other soft brush)
3. Procedure

a. Don clean gloves
b. Inspect caddy tubes for cleanliness, proper labeling and overall condition.  
c. At least monthly, or whenever caddy tubes become discolored, soiled or otherwise dirty in appearance, clean entire system with hot water and  liquid soap/detergent.  

d. Use a soft brush to clean all joints and crevices with special attention to “eyeball mechanism”.

e. Rinse thoroughly with water.

f. Disinfect caddy tubes by wiping all surfaces with germicidal wipes.
g. Allow adequate time to air dry completely before returning to storage case.

h. OPA solution should be changed weekly and rinse water should be changed between facilities or where more than three procedures are completed.
4. Considerations
a. Caddy tube for OPA disinfectant should be labeled and fresh solution replaced weekly.

b. Rinse water should be replaced after each facility use and if more than 3 procedures are performed.

c. You should always wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when cleaning equipment.  
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