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There is a saying among intellectuals who have looked at the world's major religions,
which goes like this: Hinduism is a religion of devotion, Christianity is a religion of love, and

Islam is a religion of justice.

The concept of Justice in Islam operates at two different levels: Divine Justice and
worldly justice. If we look at the holy Qur’an with a little depth, the concept of justice in Islam
becomes very clear, because the concept is central to the Qur’an and it stands second only to the

basic belief of oneness (tawheed) of God.

The basic meaning of the word ‘ad! (the Arabic equivalent of ‘justice’) in Qur’an, means

placing everything in its rightful place. The opposite of ‘adl is zulm (abuse).

Before we go to those specific verses, let us look at the name of the religion first. The full

name of the religion is Deen-e-Islam. That comes from the following verse:
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“This day have I perfected for you your religion and completed My favor on you and chosen for
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you Islam as a religion; but whoever is compelled by hunger, not inclining willfully to sin, then

surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” ( Q.5:3)
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The word deen is derived from the Arabic root D-Y-N. It has many meanings, but the two
meanings which apply in our context are “reward” and “judgement”. Both have a clear
connotation of justice. That only explains how mainstream the concept of Justice is in Islam. It is

the essence of the religion.

Qur’anic verses abound with this concept. There are three other basic terms used for
Justice in the Arabic text. And of course, the last but not the least, Allah promises a Day of

Judgement to all His worshippers.

1. Qist 3k the English equivalent for this is fairness
2. ‘Adl J2= the English equivalent for this is justice

3. Allah is not zalim. Zulm is the opposite of justice.

4. Yawm-UI-Hisab, the Day of Judgement.

Here are the specific verses: These verses introduce one or another aspect of Divine
Justice. This is connected to the verses which state the purpose of creation of man, as an
intelligent being to establish a balanced and just society on Earth. Those who work for that cause
are rewarded in the hereafter, as opposed to those who disobey that natural and divine law and

therefore, are destined to be punished. (See 76:1-3, 67:2, 51:56 and many more).
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Allah bears witness that there is no god but He, and (so do) the angels and those

possessed of knowledge, maintaining His creation with justice; there is no god but He, the

Mighty, the Wise. (3:18)
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This is "the reward” for what your hands have done. And Allah is never unjust to "His’

creation.” (3:182)
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Surely Allah does not do injustice to the weight of an atom, and if it is a good deed He multiplies

it and gives from Himself a great reward. (4:40)
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And the word of your Lord has been accomplished truly and justly; there is none who can

change His words, and He is the Hearing, the Knowing. (6:115)
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The following verse manifests Divine Justice in the system of His Reward and

Punishment:
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This is because your Lord would not destroy towns unjustly while their people were
negligent. (6:131)
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We now turn to the Qur’anic justice in worldly behavior:

[d
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Say: My Lord has enjoined justice, and set upright your faces at every time of prayer and
call on Him, being sincere to Him in obedience; as He brought you forth in the beginning, so

shall you also return. (7:29)
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Surely Allah does not do any injustice to men, but men are unjust to themselves. (10:44)
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And We did not do them injustice, but they were unjust to themselves, so their gods

whom they called upon besides Allah did not avail them aught when the decree of your Lord

came to pass; and they added but to their ruin. (11:101)
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And be patient, for surely Allah does not waste the reward of the good doers. (11:115)
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Let us now turn to those verses which command to regulate personal lives of Muslims

based on Justice.
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Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice and the doing of good (to others) and the giving
to the kindred, and He forbids indecency and evil and rebellion; He admonishes you that you
may be mindful.(16:90)
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The Islamic concept of Justice operates above and beyond personal relationships, tribal

and family loyalties and the considerations of color, creed, and national and linguistic origins:
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Indeed, Allah commands you to return trusts to their rightful owners; and when you judge

between people, judge with fairness. What a noble commandment from Allah to you! Surely

Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (4:58)
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O you who believe! be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness of Allah's sake, though it
may be against your own selves or (your) parents or near relatives; if he be rich or poor, Allah is
nearer to them both in compassion; therefore do not follow (your) low desires, lest you deviate;
and if you swerve or turn aside, then surely Allah is aware of what you do. (4:135)
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O believers! Stand firm for Allah and bear true testimony. Do not let the hatred of a
people lead you to injustice. Be just! That is closer to righteousness. And be mindful of Allah.
Surely Allah is All-Aware of what you do. (5:8)
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The following verses speak about justice within the family:
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And give to the orphans their property, and do not substitute worthless (things) for (their)

good (ones), and do not devour their property (as an addition) to your own property; this is

surely a great crime. (4:2)
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And if you fear that you cannot act equitably towards orphans, then marry such women as

seem good to you, two and three and four; but if you fear that you will not do justice (between

them), then (marry) only one or what your right hands possess; this is more proper, that you may

not deviate from the right course. (4:3)
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Give women "you wed’ their due dowries graciously. But if they waive some of it

willingly, then you may enjoy it freely with a clear conscience. (4:4)
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Universal message of justice in Islam above and beyond religious differences, a message
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in pluralism. The Prophet is being asked to Judge justly even among his enemies, if they come to

him seeking justice:
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Surely We have revealed the Book

(°:£Y) Obanal] Cony ) uﬁm‘-’to you with the truth that you may judge

between people by means of that which

They eagerly listen to falsehood Allah has taught you; and be not an

and consume forbidden gain. So if they advocate on behalf of the treacherous.

come to you 'O Prophet’, either judge (4:105)

between them or turn away from them. If
you turn away from them, they cannot
harm you whatsoever. But if you judge
between them, then do so with justice.
Surely Allah loves those who are just.
(5:42)
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Allah does not
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and have not driven you forth from your
homes, that you show them kindness and
deal with them justly; surely Allah loves

the doers of justice. (60:8) (Y):£Y)
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And We will set up a just balance
on the day of resurrection, so no soul shall 4% 131xd AW u—‘*j&w Bla Jee G5

be dealt with unjustly in the least; and (£):¢7) M:,"ﬁ i.‘!'].: &
though there be the weight of a grain of
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own soul, and whoever does evil, it is
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My word shall not be changed, nor

am | in the least unjust to the

servants. (50:29)
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This is what you are promised for
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Conclusion The verses cited above make
it clear that justice is a recurring theme in
the Qur’anic message and the message has
been sent at varying levels and in almost
all possible human relationships as well as

in the God-man relationship.
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