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LETTERS OF 

CORRESPONDENCE . 

.dllgfUt., BraeTtera l!O""'y, Knlvelcy. 
Mr. CAIIPBELL,-The subject of this communication Is your pub. 

lication on baptism, and plU'ticularly your proc1amadoo to the mul. 
titude' at the close of your debate on Mount Pleasant. It II fOlUld iD. 
the last ParssraPh of the 144th page- of your book, 8Bti&Jed, .. Infant 
sprinkling proved to be a human tradit.lon." You thue say, .. I con­
ceive it Ism, time to give an invitation or challenge to _, Pedo6ttpli.c 
1IIiaUfer; and to return the compliment with the utmost ceremonious­
ness. I this day publish to all present, that I feel disposed to meet 
/JII, PedoIxIpt'" mi1&ilfer of .'" .uwo.i1l4'_. of good Itflfltliag ill 
AW pGrly. mttll ngage to prow. ill. tI.tiIJaU lllifA lim, riIItw "' _ 
_ , or MIla tllt: peR. tlaat itifuld 8pf'idliRg i. U A_II. tradUioJl. 
atId _jUllio..- to tllt: ..u Mllg of IIOCietr. reIigio .. _II politicol. I 
have- to add, that I must have an equal vote in dettqmining the time 
and place. ThIs Is the only restriction I attach to the challenp I 
now publish." 
, Some copies of your book came to tbIa vIllap immediately after 
ita publicadon. As the topics whiCh it ~ had been Blatter of 
controversy amongst us, those who espouse your opinions set on foot 
a. pIm. (sa I was informed.) to procure a vilit from you, for the pur­
pose of encountering me in public debate. What was the cause of 
their failure I cannot tell: but rumours of your intending to visit this 
country. and probably this plaCe. are lately renewed. and I am en­
couraged by your friends to 1I.ope that a letter from me Blight a.ccele. 
rate such an event. The anxiety which they Blanffest for our JDeetinr 
appears like a call of Providence for Ble to solicit your< approach, 
lI'hioh, in other clrcums&ances, Bly OODIClou. ~ and natural 
timidity might canse me to deprecate. If, however, you should gratify 
... 1riII1IH. it Is not, neDeuary that you should oonalder tIlis as .. 
challenge, but I1niY as an accePtaDcIe of your in~tat.lon copied above. 
Nothing Blore was needed from Ble, after the publica&iGD of a general 
challenge by yourself. ' 

Neither is it uecesaary that yon should·understand Ble as prote __ 
lug .. 1I'lllin.gness to confer with you on the truth or IalseJloocl of the 
lIatenlenta in your proclamation. i. .. .. that infaIlt sprinkllpg Is .. 
human tradition, and Injuriou. to the well beiugof society, rellgiou. 
and politioel." In order to CODl8 at the Blerits 01 a controversy, there 
are three things at· least· to be desired. The first Is to lay hold 01 the 
moat important pointe in dispute, whether they be principal or aux· 
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