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" BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the nineteenth day
of July, in she year-of vur Logd, one thousand, ®ight
thundred and twenty three, and in the forty €ighth

ear of the American Independence, JOHN \V ALK-

R of said District, hath deposite® in this Office, the
title of a‘book, the right whereof he claims as author,
ini the words andfigures following,-to wits *A ‘Lrea-
tise en Baptism, being a reply to abeok entitled a
dcbate on Christian Baptism, between. Mr. JOHN
WALKER and ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, held
at Mt. Pléasant on thie 19th and 20th June. 1820, to
which isadded, a Letter to the Rev. S SMUEL RAL
STON,by JOHN WALKER, Minister of the Gos-
pel, in the associate congregations of Mt. Pleasant
and Unity. Ohio.” In conformity to the act of Con-
gress of the Upited States, entitled “an act for the
-encoucagement.of learnini. by securing the Copies
-of Maps, “Charts, and-Books, to ‘the authors and pro-

prietars of such copies, during the times therein men-

tioned,” and also of . the-act entitled, «an act supple~
mentary to an_act erititled, an act for the encourage-

ment of learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, -

Charts, and Books, ta:the authors and -proprietors, of
such copies, during the times therein mentioned, and

extending the benefits thercof to the arts of desmign- -

ing, engraving, and etching, historical_and- other
prints.” .3 T
L
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t'L. S, 2 . HARVEY DLEVANS.

&~ #Clerk of the District of Ohio."
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PREFACE.

A;' the time of the public dlspute, 1 infi-
mated that | had no @esign of writing upon
the sukject of baptism. Mr. Campbell cften

“intimajed his iotention of wrifing. 1 then be-
lieved as 1spoke; and had- Mr. C. given my
avznwents as they were delivered, or even
hav done me tolerable J ustice; 1 should
never have written.

L" _His book however was harmless inthe neigh-
-3 buurlwud of the place where the dispute \n a8y
there people hid heard the dispute & judged

* for themselves. Still 1 had no intention of pub-

~ lishing, But seme considerable time after,

. I received letters from distant places, where

o people had no knowledge, either of Mr, C. -
-~ or myself, earnestly requesting me to publish.
= Intlength complied, and eommenced making-
~+ Some preparations. Sometime after this. %
"= understood, that a second edition of Mr. (s,

2 baok was about to be published 1n Pittsburg,
,‘8

4 waitéd auxiously, but yet waited a long

time, hoping that Mr. €. wounld make such-

- alteratmns, or ‘concessions, as would either

supercede the necessity of my publication, or

> make me think that he designed to be can-

5 did and tell the truth.. But I was astomshed
~"When the second edition made its appearance.

=z —It was Mr. 0. stlll. '

MM .s_‘;-_' ;



PREFACE.

‘A multiplicity of official concerns and pro-
vidential ~ occurrences delayed this work,
- otherwise -it . -might bave appeared ‘much

souner.

The defence of truth“wae. the end T pro-
posed by the public debate, it was the end
1 hed in view whén 1 wrote. How far it
is gained the reader may judge. -

1 might mention thut Iunderstand Mr. C.
ie publishing a history of the dipute be-

tween Mr. M’Cala and “himself; on the sub-

-ject on which we dispated, I hope the pub:
kc is apprlzed of the credit due to the-state-
ments in Mr-C’s. book, where himself is cen-
cerned,

The church of Chnst feels the “effect of

devision, when the .truth is told; sufficient
-are our defects; but any person who by known
‘misrepresentation, will add to her grievances

should not have his name em'olled among

her members.
- T only ask the reader to pass over all my

defects in constructipn, or language, and"

receive my sentiments only so far-as- they are
the mind of Christ.

«New dthens, January; 14th. 1524,




INTRODUCTION.

Sometime early in the year 1820, Mr. Walker
was réquested to preach on the subject of baptism,
at the house of a Mr. John Gray; about five miles
S. W; from Mountpleasant, Ohio, in the vicinity of
a Baptist meeting house. The Baplists about that
time, were making a considerable stir in the
neighbourhood, and such preachers as they had,’
were zealously opposing the doctrine of infant
baptism, and the mode of sprinkling, in the ad-
ministration of this sacrament. Mr."W. answered
the request,yand preached upon the subject. He
felt conscious of the unpopularity of preaching
- .on any disputed subject; but believed it to be his
duty, rather to consult the interests of truth, than
popular opinion, Accordingly, be preached on
that passage, Math. 3.11. I indeed B;lyrtizeyou
with water. In-answering objections offered by
Baptists, Mr. W, found it necessary to reply to
- gome observations made .by a Dr. Baldwin;be-
cause the Baptists ‘were industriously circulating.,
these pamphlets, ‘in the neighbourhood at that
- time. When the sermon was closed, and ‘the
public work of thé day finished, a Mr. Birch, said
to be a Baﬁﬁst preacher, requested Mr. W. to
point eut the part quofed in any of the works of
Dr.: Baldwin. Mr. W. had the pamphlet in his -
pocket, and the different passages marked, to
which he refered, in the sermen. He immedi-
ately showed Mr. B. the passage. * After some ob-
servations upon it, Mr.W. observed, that he¢ under-
stood therg were two Baptist preachers-present; -
“that men professing this characfer, shéuld be un-

willing to mislead people; and that he;thought it
~ 1
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was now their duty to enterinto a public conver-
sation upon the subject: this would da justice to-
all parties, and would give the people an opportu-
fity of judging for "theémselves. = Mr. B. replied
that he had to preach at some distance from that

%ace,.on that evening; and could not detain. Mr:

. observed that jf it wds not gonvenient fof him-

then to detain, he thought it'a duty they owedto -

. their respective hearers and the church, again to
meet, and converse upon the subject publicly. Mr.
B. without agreeing, intimated .to the people the
day on which he would preach on the subject, and
so closed the conversation. ° :

Sometime after this, Mr..W. recéived a line
from ghe same Mr. B. informing himi, “that he

should . be met on the subject of the sermon, by-

some Baptist ministef. To which Mt. W, express-

ed his readiness to comply, upon two conditions. -

1st. That he should be of good 'moral character:

~ and 2ndly. That he should be a regular mithster of

the baptist society. Mr. B. in reply, wrote that he

had obtained a cansent from Mr. Alexander Camp-- ™

1 belly a regilar minister of theif church, and: inti-
mated that he should meet Mr. W. for a public
dispute on the 19th of June, at Mountpleasant.’
This is the whole foundation of the pompous and

bantering advertisement of which Mr. C. deelared

himself the author. -

Mr. W. neither challenged Mr. Campbell, or any -

other minister’ of the baptist.church, for a public.
dispute. He requested a public conversation, with
any -who heard him preach the-sermon on that
su%ect, but did no mare. .

n the morning of the public dispude, Mr. W.

requested some proof of Mr.C’s being a regular
. Baptist minister, Mr. Birchread some of the ex-
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tracts’ of the minutes of sheir associations; thege
mentioned that Mr, C. was a writing clerk at some
of their .meetings; but whether he took any part’
in their deliberations, or decisions, was not stat-

" ed: oF whether he was ahiréd, voluntary, or stat-

ed clerk, no hint was given. Mr. W. as he had
no dispesition to decline the debate, however ad-
mitted that he was some species of Baptist minis~
ter; although he felt pepsuaded that the state of
the Baptist church was low, when Mr..C. wds
chosen for their ssz.%* .

The following rules were ‘presented by the
Judges, Mr. Martin and Rev: Findly, and sigi-
ed by the disputants. '

. P,

*It is disputed by some baptists, whether Mr. C.
was ever admit(ecly as g regular minister of their
church; yet I think it probable he was, because 1
understand sdme left their communion in conse-
quence of his admission. However, let this matier

‘be-as it may, some years ago, no baptist association,
“would have admitted him; for whatever were the

conditions of _his admission, it is now completely
in his power to disseminate all his particular views
amongst-the members of that society—his opinion
of the moral law—covenant of works, and parti-
cularly of the sabbath, will, in due time, take root
among them. And; as'there are but few léarned
ministers in that church, in the westérn cauntry,
it will give him inflaence. Whatever may be the
opinion of his Jearned acquaintances, he considers
himself no mean scholar. Influence, without
soundness, is dangerous. It would be well for the

Baptist association to read Paul’s 1st. Epistle to
the Corinthians. .



I ‘ INTRODUCTION.
.

#&This controversy shall be conducted by the fol:
.M lowing regulations, viz.
- ¢1st. It shall be opened. with prayer, by some
¢ person agreed uppn by the parties.’ '
 ‘2ad. The parties shall not be permitted to in-
‘ terrupt each other, except to corréect mistakes.
¢ 3rd. All' diminutive, or disrespectful personal
‘allusions, and all impassioned declamation, éhall
‘be deemed. disorderly.«~ * :
‘4th, In all cases, the privileges, and reguta-
¢ tions of each party shall be equal. ' S
¢5th, The points to be adhered to in the discus
‘sion, are first, the subjects, and secondly, the
‘mode of christian baptism,viz. Are believing
¢adults alone to be baptized, or are their infant.
¢ offspring to be included with them, in their right
“to that ordinance? and is immersion as the mode,"”
‘exclusively to be used? . '

‘6th. Each of the parties may, at their option,oc-
- ¢ cupy forty minutes.in their stated re,g ies, but
. “shall not be obliged to fill up thatlength of time;
‘nor on the accouni of stopping,even at the expira- ~
¢ tion of 3 or 5 minutes, be - considered as yielding
¢ the question.” :
, . ¢ Tth. This controversy will be the subject of ad-
journment, from day to day, until the subjectsare
¢ discussed, to the satisfaction of the judges.””*

. ® These rules being the constitution by whieh
the disputants were governed, must have been
more radically fixed in the mémory of Mr. C. than
any of Mr. W’s speeches. The reader will do
well to compare these rules with those mentioned
by Mr. C. in his prefacc; and if,in the rulesof the
debate, such were his deviations, what is to be ex-
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Befbre signiag the above, Mr €. contended a

long time upon the impropriety of first discussing
the sulijects of infant Baptism, telling the audience

that the mode wes the most impoptant subject, and ~ |

should be first discussed;-that “sprinkling was no
imore baptism, than a thong of leather was his
boot.” The parties agreed to choose twelve men,
to, decide upon the question, that should be first
discussed; these wire {p chaose the thirteenth.
. “These mén returned, dh a few minutes, and report-
*_ ‘ed that the proper subjects of baptism was to bethe:
g;:ft, and most appropriate question, to be discuss-
Mr. Walker then procesded to read the advertise-
ment mentiened above, in which it was stated that
. “Mr. Walker having challenged any minister of
the baptiét ehurch”” &c. Mr, Walker.then public-
3y denied, that ever he had ehallenged any min-
ister of the Baptist thurch, for a dispute. Mr. C,

- dfter stating that be was the author of the pub-
lication, said that he had received the informationm
from Mr. Birch: by request, Mr. B. then made a
full statement of what had passed at the place, at

pb‘;;jtéd in,the view he has given us of the speech
€s! : . S
These rules were obtained from Mr. Findly, by
M. Munroe of Canonsburg, Washington Co. Pa. -

% T'he petsons chosen by Mr. C. were Fhq. Cur-
tis, Messrs. Martin, Birch, Dawsey, Thonias Camp-
bdell, and Bryent, '

By Mr.'W. Rev. Windly, Andetson, Dr. Hamil- -
ton, Messrs. Adams, P. M{]lei- & McLaughlin. The -
13th chosen by tbené g;’s Mr. McMilleti.




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































