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INTRODUCTION.

CHRISTIANITY is a positive institution and has had a positive exist-
ence in the world for more than eighteen centuries. Infidelity, as OP-
posed to Christianity, is not an institution, but a mere negation of all
institution and of the facts and documents on which it is founded. It
has no essential formal existence. It has no facts and documents, and,
therefore, it has no proof. It merely assails Christianity, but offer~
no substitute for it, and it has none to offer.

In defending Christianity; or in proving that it is a veritable, benev-
olent, and Divine institution, we have nothing to do, but to develop
it-to show what it is, and, perhaps, what it is not. This can be done
with most effect by showing what it has done, when perspicuously ami
faithfully propounded, and sincerely and cordially embraced.

When we ask, What has Christianity produced in the soil of our
fallen nature? or, What has Christianity done for man ? we do riot in-
stitute a comparison between a Christian and a hypocrite, but be-
tween a sincere Christian and a sincere Pagan; or between a sincere
Christian community and a sincere infidel community. We do not
institute a comparison between a half-converted Christian and a half-
bred infidel. We ask for a well-developed Christian and a well-devel-
oped infidel; a$d will then, without debate, submit the question to a
well-qualified and disinterested umpire. We are willing to test the
tree by its fruits. Pretended Christians and p~etended infidels, ou
Christians clothed in the attire of infidels, or infidels attired in the
garb of Christians, form no logical contrast, and come not within
the purview of our premises, our reasonings, or our conclusions. ‘I’his
would be mere trifling, or worse than trifling, with a grave and
transcendently important subject.

I have never read, nor heard a philosophic, rational, logical argu -
ment against Christianity; nor have I ever seen or heard a rational,
philosophic, or logical argument in favor of any form of skepticism or

infidelity. Jesus Christ was, and is a person; not a thing, not a dor-

trine, not a theory. Infidelity is not a person, not a thing, not a

theory. There may be a theory of it, but it is not a theory. It is a
state of mind, an intellectual or a moral imbecility. It is a spiritual
jaundice, sometimes green and sometimes black. They cannot be
philosophically, logically, rationally compared. They are neithel,
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iv INTRODUCTION

logical nol literal contrasts. The infidel is but the incarnation of a
negative idea. He is absolutely but a mere negation. He stands to
Christianity as darkness stidnds to light. Is da~kness anything? Is
blindness anything buttheloss of sight? Is unbelief anything but the
repu&lcatlon of evidence? One might as rationally load a cannon to
fight against darkness as to dispatch a syllogism against a chimera.

Jesus Chr&wasareal person, andhadpersonal, positive attribute~,
He had a real and positive character, unique, original, transcendent;.
It was as fixed, as positive, and as radiating, as the sun in heaven.
The originality and unity of his character is all-sufhcient, in the eye
of educated reason, to claim for him a cordial welcome into our world,
and to hail him as the supreme benefactor of our race.

To my mind, it has long been a moral demonstration, clear as the
sun, that no one could have drawn a character, such as that of Jesus
Christ, from all the stores of human learning, from ail the resources
of the human imagination. The simple character of Jesus Christ
weighs more in the eyes of cultivated reason than all the miracles he
ever wrought. No greater truth was ever uttered than these words:
“He that bath seen me has seen the Father also.” No mortal ever
could have said so. The wisdom, and science, and learning of the
world, compared with his, was, and is, and evermore shall be, as a
glimmering spark to a radiant star, asa glow-worm of the twilight in
contrast with the splendors of a meridian sun. It is only in the dark
we can admire a glow-worm, We cannot see it when the sun shines.
But we might as hopefully lecture to a blind man on the philosophy of
light, as address the mere sensualist, the visionary, or the dogmatic”
simpleton on the originality, unity, transparency, beauty, grandeur of
tha character of Jesus Christ. An animal man will not look, and,
therefore, he cannot see the light; the true light which shines in the
face of the Lord Jesus Christ. He affirms that he sees, but he sees
not what he atiirms.

Now what has dreamy skepticism or presumptuous unbelief to offer,
as an apology for itself, in vindication of its position,. or as a substi-
tute for Christianity? ‘I’he light of “nature, the light of reason, the
dictates of conscience! What flimsy sophistry! Where is this light
of nature found? And who in pagandom has eyes to see it! This
light of reason, these dictates of conscience, where are they found?
Show me, produce me one example of the power of this light of nature,
this light of reason, these dictates of conscience! Show me this eye
of reason with this light of nature, working faith in God; working out
Christian civilization, refinement of manners, temperance, justice, pub-
lic virtue, and humanity; to say nothing of piety and the love and
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INTRODUCTION v

sddnationof the purity of God! and I will lend a willing ear to such
a demonstration. But the annals of the world and the experience of
the present generation afford no such spectacles.

I am told of the wisdom and civilization, and of the moral virtues
of a Solon, a Pythagoras, a Socrates, a Plato, a Xenophon, an Aris-
totle, a Zeno, a Seneca, etc. I also know something about them, and
of the schools in which they were brought up, the schools which they
founded, andthelives which they led. Iwillnot’’draw their frailties
from their dread alwde.”

Butthey wev-eeducatednwn. Inwhat schools of tradition were they
brought up? They received instr-uctiwz. They did not create it. The
glimmering, flickering lamp, which gave them light, was kindled by
radiations from a fire that God kindled on Mount Sinai, in Arabia,

- from a mystic lamp that shone in a tabernacle pitched by Moses in
the desert, and from a temple which Solomon the Wise raised in Jeru-
Salem. Sinai is older than Athens or Parnassus; and Mount Zion than
Mars-hill. Moses was born more than a thousand years befme Pythag-
oras, Solon, Socrates, Plato, Xenophon, Zeno, or Seneca. Some of
these were contemporaries of the Jewish prophets. But Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob antedate them all more than fifteen hundred years. David
sang before Homer, and Solomon wrote his Proverbs and his Ecclesias-
tes before Solon, the oldest of them, was born.

We do not always recognize the fact, that the Hebrew, Egyptian,
Grecian, Roman sages, in their different generations, lived around an
almost common inland sea, whose bays, rivers, harbors, coasts were
continually visited and penetrated by neighboring ships and coasting-
vessels; and that as now, news was interesting and carried orally from
city to city. In this way traditions, public facts, and opinions of co-
ntemporarychief men were made more or less common property, Abra-
ham’s steward, for example, was a native of Damascus yet standing.
Solomon’s fame was commensurate with all the coasts of the Mediter-
ranean sea. Hiram, king of Tyre, was in habitual intercommunica-
tion with him, “and his fame was in all nations round about.” He was
known in Egypt as more learned and wise than all the sages of
Egypt-wiser than Ethan, Heman, Chalcal, Dardo, and all contempor-
aryprinces, known to the Queen of Sheba in all the regions of Ethiopia.
I trace to one family and to one man, whom we call Father Abraham,
all the true moral science and religion in the world. We have, for a few
generations, been sporting with physics and metaphysics; but that
family studied God and man. Indeed they studied God in man, and
man in God; God in the universe, and the universe in God.

Skeptics generally are more witty than wise, more pert than pru-
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dent, more talkative than learned. Ihave not had the good fortune to
meet with a learned, well-read, and well-educated infidel in all my ac-
quaintance. While they inveigh against Christian sects and their spec-
ulative and dogmatic controversies, they are, to say the least, quite as
dogmatic, controversial, aiid sectarian as Pagans, Jews, or Christians.

Pyrrho, the first distinguished skeptic among the Greek philos-
ophers, formed the first Grecian school of jl-ee-thinkers, and gloried so
much in skpeticism that he denominated his school “The SchUOl of
Skeptics.” His fellow-citizens in Elea, in the fourth century before
Christ, constituted him their high-priest. “He denied the real ex-
istence of all qualities in bodies, except those which are essential to
primary atoms, and referred ev~rythingelsetothe perceptions of the
mind produced by external objects.”

Hume, among themoderns, was substantially of the same character
of philosophers. “He introduced doubts into every branch of physics,
metaphysics, ethics, and theology.” Gibbon, more ‘eloquent but ]ess
philosophic than Hume, drank deeply at the fountains of infidelity
in France and in England. He poisoned his own writ,inga by a large
infusion of the same principles.

Since the French Revolution till now, skepticism, in everything an-
cient and venerated, whether true or false, has been subjected to the
same arbitrary inquisition; and Christianity, as well as Judaism, has
largely shared in its indiscriminate crusade.

Kingcraft and priestcraft, unfortunately strongly allied in the dark
ages, became equally obnoxious to suspicion, opposition and public re-
sentment, and largely partook of the same fortunes. But in the long
crusade it fared wome with religion than it did with politics. The
state must be regarded at least as a commonwealth, and as such, gov-
erned by equal laws and ordinances. But religion was discarded, not
merely from political amalgamation, but from the consideration and
regard of the leading men of that period, as a subject not demanding
imediate attention, and with the great majority as a matter of
doubtful disputation,

“Free-thinking,” as it was facetiously called, became fashionable,
and, with the down-trodden and priest-trodden masses, it was aped and
assumed as a characteristic of at least a clever fellow, if not a philoso-
pher. Thomas Paine began with his book on “Comnwn Sense’’-next
he gave to his cicmntrymen “THE RIGHTS OF MAN/’ then ended with
“THE AGE OF REASON !“ Volney, bcrn twenty years after him,
gave “The Ruins of Empire; or rather his “meditations on the vevo-
k.hens of enupire,” well, seasoned with inuendos against the authoritv
of religion and $Qvela$icn, But Voltaire had profusely Wwed the seed
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INTRoDUCTION vii

~’of irreligion, anarchy, and libertinism” before either of them was
born. They only watered the seeds which he had smvn. And what an
abundant harvest of dwarfed philosophers, reckless declaimers, and
arrogant dogmatists does the present generation exhibit !

Philosophic Robert Owen, a benevolent and urbane gentleman of
large fortune and influential friends, well read in the light readings
of early life, and deeply imbued, not merely with a generous sentimen-
tality, but with a native and educational benevolence, in quest of a
proper theater to develop a politico-moral problem, visited this New,
World some twenty-five years ago. Unfortunately he had not dis-
criminated between the state-religions of Europe and the Christian
religion of the New Testament. He therefore filed them all together
on the same wire, and became THE PHILOSOPHEROF CIRCUMSTANCES.
With the full assurance of knowledge he assaulted the full assurance
of faith, and gave utterance to principles subversive of every existing
social system, for the purpose of establishing a perfect social system.
Christianity sternly stared him in the face; but with an unclenching
eye he gazed and gazed upon her countenance, and challenged her to
deadly combat or to an instant surrender. In placid temper she
refused to give place to his mandate. He threw down the gauntlet
with the air of a spirited cavalier, and dared her to a deadly combat.
The glove was promptly lifted, and the conditions of the combat
amicably settled. The theater was erected, the judges elected, the
spectators convened, and the contest began. And here follows, ap-
proved by the combatants, sealed by the reporter, and confirmed by
the auditory, an authentic report of it. It speaks for itself. And
after a successful mission across the continent and across the seas, it
is encored, and is now about to commence a second pilgrimage from
the very city where it occurred, and whence it was borne triumphant
over America and over the British empire. There is nothing added,
there is nothing subtracted, and there is nothing amended. It was,
on our side, extemporaneous; on his, mainly premeditated and written
out in extenso. It carries upon its visage the proofs of both. It was
not as diversified as we desire, but it was our part to follow, and his
to lead. We wove into it all that we could legitimately introduce,
bearing upon the issue, and sowed broadcast the seeds and elements
of other reasons and evidences than a stern umpirage would have
allowed. This has its advantages on the principles of suggestion, and
its disadvantages in point of method and concentrated argument. But
for popular consumption and for popular effect, it appeared to be the
most eligible; and the result has greatly transcended our most san-
guine expectations. Thousands have been reclaimed from their
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skepticism, and thousands, that needed encouragement and corrobora-
tion, have been confirmed.

The forms of skepticism are Proteus like, multifarious; and if any
other form, than those in this volume assailed and repelled, should be
presented, we feel it our duty, and would regard it our privilege to
meet it cakmw vel ore,* as any champion of infidelity may choose.

There is much latent skepticism in the present church establish-
ments in our land-indeed aIl over Christendom. It would be a good
“work to circulate the present volume far and wide, through our own
country, as well as abroad. I would esteem it an advantage to the
church, as well as to the world, to have many discussions of this
grandest of all debatable questions, with every grade of mind, in-
telligence, and character, entitled to public respect.

The subject is itself transcendent, and the evidences of its truth
and grandeur are commensurate with all its claims and pretensions,
and with all the wants and necessities of this, alas! too lukewarm and
sectarian generations. If any man, of indorsed reputation for talent;
learning, and character, thinks he could have succeeded better than
the champion, Robert Owen, we respectfully inform him, that we shall
take pleasure in meeting him at a proper time and place. We shall
hear him with candor, and answer him with due respect.

A. CAMPBELL.

*With the pen or with the tongue.
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DEBATE
ON THE

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY, ETC.

MR OWEN’S OPENING ADDRESS.

Gentlemen Moderators:
It is necessary on my part to explain the cause of the present

meeting.
After much reading and calm reflection, early in life, and after ex-

tensive personal, and, in many instances, confidential communicauons
with the leading characters of the present times, I was deeply lm-
pressed with the conviction that all societies of men have ~een
formed on a misapprehension of the primary laws of human nature,
and that this error has produced disappointment and almost every
kind of misery.

I was also equally convinced that the real nature of man is adapted,
when rightly directed, to attain high physical, intellectual, and moral
excellence, and to derive from each of these faculties, a large share of
happiness, or of varied enjoyment.

I was, in consequence, impressed with the belief, that I could not
perform a greater service to mankind than to endeavor to relieve tnem
from this grievous error and evil. I made arrangements to apply all
my faculties to discover the means by which it could be effected. For
this purpose I instituted experiments in England and Scotland, to try
the effects of some of these new principles in practice. I published
preliminary remarks on the subject, and submitted them to the civil-
ized governments of Europe and America. I visited various foreign
countries, that I might communicate, personally, with the leading
minds in each; and I presented an explanatory memorial to the con-
gress of sovereigns and their ministers at Aix la Chapelle, in 1818.

I held public meetings in Great Britain, Ireland, and the United
States; and I widely circulated these proceedings in every part of the
world where the English language is known.

Finding that these practical experiments exceeded my most sanguine
expectations, and that the most experienced, enlightened, and conlpre-
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2 DEBATaON THE

hensive minds, when confidentially applied h, admitted the truth of
the principles which I placed before them; and doubted, only, if the
period had arrived when ignorance could be so far removed as to
admit of their immediate introduction into practice; I applied myself
to discover the best means b~~which these ali-important truths lnight
be taught, and all prejudices removed without producing the evils
arising from sudden and extensive revolution%.

To effect these objects, I felt it was necessary to be governed
through my whole course, as far as times and circumstances would
admit, by the laws of nature, which appeared to me correctly true in
principle, and beautiful and beneficial for practice,

I, therefore, placed these truths gradually before the public some-
times in one form, and sometimesin another; but always in the least
@ensive manner 1 could devise.

V’fN\ ~?ix%l%%,%%%% QV$&R%% Wale by tlwse means axwwi, be-
came angry, and reviled, as it was natural for them to do, not under-
standing my object; I could not be angry and displeased with them,
and, therefore, reviled not again; but I calmly put forth more and
more of these truths, that ultimately all of them might be understood.

When the partisans of political parties fully expected I would unite
with them in opposition to some part of the existing order of things,
I could not join intheir measures, knowing that they saw but a small
part of the evil, which they fruitlessly, yet often honestly, endeavored
to remove, and consequently erred in the means of attaining their
object.

With my views I could belong to no party, because in many things,
I wasopposedta all. Yet I freely conversed and associated with all
classes, sects, and characters; and it was interesting and instructive
to discover the various impressions which were made on individuals
belonging tiallparties by the principles whicb I advocated. To many,
according to their prejudices, I appeared a demon of darkness, or as
some of them said, I “was worse than the Devil;” while to others I
seemed an angel of light, or “the best man the world ever saw ;“ and,
of course, of every gradation between these extremes.

Amid these conflicting feelings, I pursued the “even tenor of my
way,” and turned not from the great object I had in view, either to
the right hand or to the left.

I thus proceeded, step my step, until the most important laws of our
nature were unfolded; for I early perceived that a knowledge of these
laws would soon unvail the three most formidable prejudices that
ignorance of these laws had made almost universal.

These prejudices, arising from early education are district religions
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EVIDENCESOF CHRISTIANITY. 3

in opposition to these divine laws, indissoluble marriages, and un-
necessary private property.

Yet the prejudices produced by education on each of these subjects,
are very different in various countries. Among most people, however,
these prejudices, whatever form they may have taken, have been
deeply rooted, through a long succession of ages, and have uniformly
produced the greatest crimes, suffering and misery; indeed almost all
to which human nature is liable; for the natural evils of life are so
few, they scarcely deserve consideration.

It, therefore, appeared to me to be the time when these artificial
evils might be removed, and when an entire new order of things might
be established.

Many well intentioned and partly enlightened individuals, who have
not had an opportunity to reflect deeply on these subjects, imagine
that it will be more easy to remove one of these evils at a time, not
perceiving that they are three links, forming one chain; each link
being absolutely necessary to support the other two, and, therefore,
that they must all be retained or go together.

Instead of these links becoming a band to keep society in good
order, and unite men in a bond of charity, justice, and affection, they
form a chain of triple strength to retain the human mind in ignorance
and vice, and to inflict every species of misery, from artificial causes,
on the human race.

Seeing this, I was induced to develop other arrangements, all in ac-
cordance with the divine laws of our nature, and thus attempt to break
each link of this magic chain, and thereby remove the only obstacles
which prevent men from becoming rational and truly virtuous beings.

In these new arrangements, the countless evils which have been en-
gendered by conflicting religions, by various forms of marriages, and
by unnecessary private property, will not exist; but, instead thereof,
real charity, pure chastity, sincere affections, and upright dealing
between man and man, producing abundance for all, will everywhere
prevail.

By pursuing this course I was, from the beginning, conscious that
the worst feelings of those who have been trained in old prejudices
must be more or less excited, and I would willingly have avoided cre-
ating even this temporary evil, if it had been practicable, but it was
not. I endeavored, however, by calmness and kindness to turn aside
these irrational feelings, well knowing that the parties were not the
authors of the impressions made upon their respective organizations,
and I strove to prevent any unnecessary pain in performing a duty
which, to me, appears the highest that man can perform, and which I

TLC



4 DEBATEON THE

execute solely under the expectation of relieving future generations
from the misery which the past and present have expereinced.

In pursuance of these measures I last year delivered a course of lec-
tures in New Orleans, explanatory of the principles and many details
of the practice of the proposed system.

During the progress of these lectures many paragraphs appeared in
the New Orleans newspapers giving a very mistaken view of the prin-
ciples and plans which I advocated. Discovering that these paragraphs
proceeded from some of the city clergymen, I put an advertisement in
the newspapers, offering to meet all the ministers of religion in the
city, either in public or private, to discuss the subjects of difference
between us, in order that the population of New Orleans might know
the real foundation on which the old systems of the world were erected,
and the principles on which the new system was advocated. These
gentlemen, however, were unwilling to enter upon the discussion.

About the same period Mr. Alexander Campbell, of Bethany in Vir-
ginia, was solicited by a brother minister, in the state of Ohio, to meet
Dr. Underhill, who was publicly teaching, with success, the principles
of the new system in the upper part of that state.

Mr. Campbell declined the call thus made upon him; but he offered
,= a shorter mode, in his own opinion, of terminating the difference,
to meet me and discuss the merits of the old and new systems in
public, at any time and place convenient to both.

He afterward, on seeing my proposals in the newspapers to meet the
clergy of New Orleans on specific ground, publicly offered to discuss
those subjects with me at Cincinnati any time within twelve months
from the date of his proposal.

Having occasion, about that period, to pass, on my way to Europe,
within twenty miles of Mr. Campbell’s residence, I went to see him to
ascertain whether his proposal to meet me in public emanated from a
conscientious desire to discover valuable truths for the benefit of the
human race, or from a wish to attain a useless notoriety by a vain and
futile contest of words without any definite meaning.

13y my intercourse with Mr. Campbell I concluded he was conscien-
tiously desirous of ascertaining truth from error on these momentous
subjects, that he was much experienced in public discussions, and well
educated for the ministry, His superior talents were generally ad-
mitted, Under these circumstances, I did not feel myself at liberty to
decline the call he had publicly made upon me-I, therefore, agreed to
meet him in this city, at this time, that we might, by a fair and open
discussion of principles never yet publicly advocated, discover, if possi-
ble, the foundation of human errors respecting vice and virtue, and the
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real cause of the continuance at this day, over the world, of ignorance.
poverty, disunion, crime, and misery; and, if practicable, lay a broad
and solid foundation for a union of all tribes and peoples, that peace,
good-will, and intelligence, may everywhere prevail, and contention
and strife cease from the earth.

Such is the origin and progress of the events and circumstances
which have produced the present assemblage at this place, and my
sole wish is that it may terminate beneficially for mankind.

I wait Mr. Campbell’s confirmation of this statement as far as he is
personally concerned in it.

MR. CAMPBELL’SFIRSTREPLY.
My Christian Friends and Fellow-Citizens: In rising to address you

on this occasion, I feel that I owe you an apology. Do you inquire,
For what? I answer, For bringing into public discussion the evidences
of the Christian reli @on. Not, indeed, as if either the religion itself,
or the evidences of its truth and divine authority, had anything to fear
from an examination, however public or however severe. Why, then,
do you say, apologize for bringing this subject into public debate? Be-
cause, in so doing, we may appear to concede that it is yet an unde-
cided question swb judice; or at least, that its opponents have some
good reason for withholding their assent to its truth, and. their con-
sent to its requirements. Neither of which we are, at this time,
prepared to admit.

It is true, indeed, that we Christians are commanded by an au-
thority which we deem paramount to every other, to be prepared, at
all times, to give a reason for the hope which we entertain; and not
only so, but in meekness, and with firmness, to contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints. If, then, it be our duty, either as teachers
of the Christian religion, or as private disciples, to be governed by
these precepts, not only we can find an excuse for ourselves, but we
hope that you also will find an excuse for us in the present under-
taking. Excuse, did I say? Not excuse only, but more than excuse,
both authority and encouragement.

Some Christians, we know, think it enough simply to inveigh against
skeptics and skepticism in their weekly harangues; while they are pro-
tected by custom and law from the retorts and replies of such as do
not believe. This is not enough. If, indeed, all the skeptics in the
vicinities of Christian congregations made it a point to attend these
weekly discourses, and if their objections and doubts were fairly met,
canvassed, and refuted, then this course might suffice. But neither of
these is precisely the case. The skeptics do not generally attend the
places of worship; and few of the teachers of religion pay adequate
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6 DEBATEON THE

attention to this description of character. In some Christian coun-
tries, also, too much reliance is placed upon the strong arm of the law;
and in this country, perhaps, too much confidence is reposed in the
moral force of public opinion.

Skepticism and infidelity are certain]y on the increase in this and
other countries. Not, indeed, because of the mildness of our laws, but
because of the lives of our professors, and avery general inattention
to the evidences of our religion. The sectarian spirit, the rage of
rivalry in the various denominations, together with many absurd
tenets and opinions propagated, afford more relevant reasons for the
prevalence of skepticism than most’of our professors are able to offer
for their faith.

Kingcraft and priestcraft, always german cousins at least, have so
disfigured, orasthey suppose, ornamented Christianity, so completely
disguised it, that many having no taste nor inclination for examining
the inspired booka, have hastily andperemptorily decided that all reli-
gion is the offspring of fraud or fiction. The ignorance of the multi-
tude, and the knavery of the few, are the most puissant auxiliaries of
those daring and rash spirits who undertake to make it appear that
the religious institutions of this country are founded cm kingcraft or
priestcraft.

I have sometimes been ready to conclude with Bishop Newton, in
his illustrations of the prophecies, that the unhallowed alliance be-
tween kings andpriests, of church and state, is destined to be finally
destroyed by a momentary triumph of infidelity; or, to come nearer
to his own language, that before the millennial order of society can
reintroduced, there will be avery general spread of infidelity. How-
ever this may be, for here we would not be dogmatical, we are assured
that the progress of skepticism is neither owing to the weakness nor
the paucity of the evidences of Christianity; buttoa profession of it
unauthorized by, and incompatible with, the Christian Scriptures.
These confessions we are compelled to make from a sense of justice
to our cause; but in conceding so much, we give nothing away but
what every Christian would wish to see done away, viz: the abuses of
the Christian religion. Nor will we allow that there is even in the
abuses of Christianity any argument against its excellency, nor any
just reason for the infidelity of any one who has access to the oracles
of God.

When we agreed to meet Mr. Owen in public debate upon the ques-
tions to be discussed on this occasion, it was not with any expectation
that he was to be convinced of the errors of his system on the subject
of religion; nor with any expectation that I was in the least to be
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EVIDENCESOF CHRISTIANITY. 7

shaken in my faith in & sacred writings. It is to be presumed that
Mr. Owen feels himself beyond the reach of conviction; and I most
sincerely must declare that I have every assurance of the truth and
authority of the Christian religion. I know, indeed, that there is no
circumstance in which any person can be placed more unfavorable to
his conviction, than that which puts him in a public assembly upon
the proof of his principles. The mind is then on the alert to find
p~fs for the system which has been already adopted, and is not dis-
posed to such an investigation as might issue in conviction. Argu-
ments and proofs are rather parried than weighed; and triumph rather
than conviction is anxiously sought for. At the same time I own I am,
on all subjects, open to conviction, and even desirous to recc ive larger
measures of light; and more than once, even when in debate, I have
been convicted of thetruthand force of the argument of an opponent.
Nor would I say that it is impossible that even my opponent might yet
preach the faith which he has all his life labored to destroy. But the
public, the wavering, doubting, and unsettled public, who are endan-
gered to be carried off, as an apostle says, by the flood which the
dragon has poured out of his mouth, are those for whose benefit this
discussion has, cm my part,, been undertaken. They are not beyond the
reach of conviction, correction, and reformation. For the present gen-
eration and the succeeding I have been made willing to undertake to
show that there is no good reason for rejecting the testimony of the
apostles and prophets; but all the reason which rational beings can
demand for the sincere belief and cordial reception of the Christian
religion.

YOUmust not think, my friends, that Christianity has come down to
our times without a struggle; nay, indeed, it took the nation at frost
by the irresistible force of its evidence. It was opposed by consolidated
ranks of well-disciplined foes. Learned, cunning, bold, and powerful
were its enemies. But experience taught them it was not only foolish,
but hurtful to kick against the goads.

Never was there such a moral phenomenon exhibited upon this earth
as the first establishment and progress of Christianity. The instru-
ments by which it was established, the opposition with which it was
met, and the success which attended its career, were all of the most
extraordinary character. The era of Christianity itself presents a very
sublime spectacle: the whole world reposing in security under the pro-
tecting wings of the most august of all the Casars; peace, universal
peace; with her healthful arms encircling all the nations composing
the great empire which was itself the consummation of all the empires
of tbe ancient world, Polytheism, with her myriads of temples and
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her myriads of myriads of priests, triumphantly seated in the affec-
tions of a superstitious people, and swaying a magic scepter from the
Tiber to the ends of the earth. Legislators, magistrates, philosophers,
orators, and poets, all combined to plead her cause, and to protect her
from insult and injury. Rivers of sacrificial blood crimsoned all the
rites of pagan worship; and clouds of incense arose from every city,
town, and hamlet, in honor of the gods of Roman superstition. Just
in this singular and unrivaled crisis, when the Jew’s religion, though
corrupted by tradition and distracted by faction, was venerated for its
antiquity, and admired for its divinity; when idolatry was at its zenith
in the pagan world, the Star of Bethlehem appears. The marvelous
scene opens in a stable. What a fearful odds! What a strange con-
trast ! Idolatry on the throne, and the founder of a new religion and
a new empire lying in a manger!

Unattended in his birth, and unseconded in his outset, he begins his
career. Prodigies of extraordinary sublimity announce that the de-
sire of all nations is born, But the love of empire and the jealousy
of a rival stimulate the bloody Herod to unsheath his sword. Many
innocents were slaughtered, but Heaven shielded the new-born king of
the world. For the present we pass over this wonderful history. After
thirty years of obscm.-ity we find him surrounded with what the wise,
the wealthy, and the proud would call a contemptible group; telling
them that one of them, an uncouth and untutored fisherman, too, had
discovered a truth which would new-modify the whole world. In the
midst of them he uttered the most incredible oracle ever heard. I am
about, says he, to found a new empire on the acknowledgment of a
single truth, a truth, too, which one of you has discovered, and all the
powers and malice of worlds seen and unseen shall never prevail
against it. This is our helmet, breastplate, and shield, in this contro-
versy. What a scene presents itself here? A pusillanimous, wavering,
ignorant, and timid dozen of individuals, without a penny apiec% as-
sured that to them it pleased the Ruler of the Universe to give the
empire of the world; that to each of them would be given a throne
from which would be promulgated laws never to be repealed while the
sun and moon endure.

Such were the army of the faith. They begin their career. Under
the jealous and invidious eyes of a haughty sanhedrin at home, and
under the strict cognizance of a Roman emperor abroad, with a watch-
ful procurator stationed over them. They commenced their operations.
One while charged with idolatry; at another with treason. Reviled
and persecuted until their chief is rewarded with a cross, and them-
selves with threats and imprisonment.. A throne in a fvture world.
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animated them, and a crown of glory after martyrdom stimulated
them. On they march from conquest to conquest, till not, only a multi-
tude of the Jewish priests and people, but Caxar’s household in imper-
ial Rome, became obedient to the faith. Such was the commencement.

The land of Judea is smitten with the sword of the Spirit. Jeru-
salem falls, and Sanmria is taken. The coasts of Asia, maritime cities,
islands, and provinces, vow allegiance to a crucified King. Mighty
Rome is roused, and shaken, and tirighted, Sacrifices are unbough~
altars moulder, and temples decay. Her pontiffs, her senate, and her
emperor stand aghast. Persecution, the adjunct of a weak and wicksd
cause, unsheathes her sword and kindles her fires. A Nero and a Cali-
guIa prepare the fagots and illuminate Rome with burning Christians.
But the scheme soon defeats itself: for anon ‘tis found that the blood
and the ashes of martyrs are the seed of the church. So the battle is
fought till every town of note from the Tiber to the Thames, from the
Euphrates to the Ganges, bows to the cross. On the one side supersti-
tion and the sword, the mitred hand and the sceptered arm combine;
on the other, almighty truth alone pushes on the combat. Under these
fearful odas the truth triumphs, and shall the advocates of such a
cause fear the contest now?

Yes, my fellow-citizens, not a king nor a priest smiled upon our
faith until it won the day. It offered no lure to the ambitious; no
reward to the avaricious. It offered no alliance with the lusts of the
tlesh, the lusts of the eye, nor the pride of life. It disdained such
auxiliaries. It aimed not so low. It called for self-denial, humility,
patience, and courage, on the part of all its advocates; and promised
spiritual joys as an earnest of eternal bliss. By the excellency of its
doctrine, the purity of its morals, the rationality of its arguments, the
demonstration of the Ho] y Spirit, and the good example of its subjects,
it triumphed on the ruins of Judaism and idolatry. The Christian
volunteers found the yoke of Christ was easy and his burden light.
Peace of mind, a heaven-born equanimity, a good conscience, a pure
hea~ universal love, a triumphant joy, and a glorious hope of im-
mortal bliss, were its reward in hand. An incorruptible, undefiled,
and unfading inheritance in the presence of God, with the society of
angels, principalities and powers, of the loftiest intel~igence and most
comprehensive knowledge, brighter than the sun, in the glories of
light and love eternal, are ita rewards in future.

But now, let us ask, what boon, what honor, what reward have our
opponents to offer for its renunciation? Yes, t,lis is the question which
the sequel must develop. To what would they convert us! What
heaven have they to propose! What immortality to reveal! What
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sublime views of creation and a creator! What authentic record of the
past ! What prophetic hope of the future! What account of our ori-
gin ! Wtit high ultimatum of our destiny! What terrors have they

to offer to stem the torrent of corruption! What balm and consolation
to the sons and daughters of anguish! To these and a thousand kin-
dred questions, they must, and they will answer, none; none at all.
They promise to him that disbelieveth the Founder of the Christian
religion; to him that neglects and disdains the salvation of the gospel;
to him who tramples under foot the blood of the New Institution, and
insults the Spirit of favor; to him who traduces Moses, Daniel, and
Job; to him who vilifies Jesus, Paul, Peter, James, and John; to him
who devotes his soul to the lusts of the flesh; who disdains heaven;
who defies his appetites; who degrades himself to a mere animal, and
eulogizes philosophy; to this man they promise eternal sleep, and ever-
lasting death. This is the faith, the hope, and joy, for which they
labor with so much zeal, and care, and pain.

Divesting man of all that renders life a blessing and death support-
able, denuding him of the dignity and honor which have even been
the admiration of the wise and good, and reducing him wholly to the
earth, is by our opponents the true philosophy, the just science, the
valuable knowledge. In their estimation a colony of bees co-operating
in the building of store-houses and cells, and afterward stowing them
full of the necessaries of animal life, humming from flower to flower,
while the sun shines; and in its absence, sucking the juices which they
have collected, is the grand model of what man would be, and what he
would do, were he under the benign influence of just knowledge and
sound philosophy.

T.o accomplish this high and glorious end of our being is the su-
preme wish of my benevolent opponent. In the prosecution of which
he labors to show us that matter— solid, liquid, gaseous matter—is the
height and. depth, the length and breadth of all that deserves the name
of just knowledge. As for souls, and their appurtenances, they are
mere nonentities, creatures of mere fancy, having neither figure, ex-
tension, nor gravity; old wives’ fables, and ought to be all embarked
in company with ghosts and witches, and colonized on the point of a
needle on some lofty peak in the regions of imagination.

When by a philosophic exorcism he has cast out these indescribable
spirits which haunt the cells of our crania, and emptied our heads of
all their intellectual contents, we are then to make the body, and espe-
cially the abdominal viscera, the all-engrossing topic of life and death,
and the capital item in our last will and testament.
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Now let us glance at the method of argument by which this point is
to be m-wed.

L M-an is to be detached from any relation to a Supreme or superior
being. All debts of gratitude or obligation of any sort to an unseen or
intangible agent are to be canceled by a single act of oblivion; and
when he is taught to annihilate the Creator, he is next to be taught
that he is himself neither Creator nor creature, but a sort of self-
existent particle of a self-existent whole.

2. Lest he should be too uphft,ed in his own imagination, he is to
be taught that he is no more than a two-legged animal, as circum-
scribed by sense as a mole or lobster.

3. That having but /ive senses, it is necessary that these should be
analyzed in order that hemaybe convinced that nothing can be known
of which they are not the info~ers, .Thus man, when perfectly
reduced to a mere sentient being, is prepared to become a sensualist.

4. Tocomplete the processor degradation, mani.sto be taught that
he has no faculty, or power of learning or knowing anythinglmt by
his senses, or that he can receive no certain information from the
testimony of his ancestors.

5. That all the information which is traditional or handed down, is
false and incredible.

6. Astomorality, itisjust adueregard to utility. Bees arewwral
as well as men; and he is the most moral bee which creates the most
honey and consumes the least of it.

We do not say that these are verbatim, or in propria forma, the
identical positions of my opponenfithey belong, perhaps, more justly
to some of the fraternity, for you will remember that he confines him-
self to the following four grand points:

1. That all the religions in the worid have been founded on the
ignorance of mankind.

2. They are directly opposed to the never-changing laws of our nature.
3. That they have been and are the real source of vice, disunion,

and misery of every description.
4. That they are now the only real bar to the formation of a society

of virtue, of intelligence, of charity in its most extended sense, and of
sincerity and kindness among the whole human family. We shall be
somewhat disappointed, however, if in the development they do not
engross the preceding positions.

Were I at lillert.y to choose a method co-extensive with the whole
range of skepticism, it would be such as the following:

1. I would propose to ~resent some philosophic arguments demon-
strative of the truth of revealed religion.
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2. I would attempt to illustrate and press
nature and weight of the historic evidence.

3. I would then endeavor to show, from
itself. its certain divine origin.

upon my opponent the

the Christian religion

4. Andinthe last place, I~'ould undertake toprove, from the actual
condition of the world, and the prophetic annunciations, the absolute
certainty that this religion came from the Creator of the world.

Under these very general heads or chapters, I would not fear to
introduce such a number and variety of distinctarguments and evi-
dences, as I should think ought to silence the captious, convert the hon-
est inquirer, and confirm the weak and wavering disciple. But in a
discussion such as the present, it would be almost, if not altogether
impossible, to pursue such a method; and as it devolves upon myoppo-
nent to lead the way, and upon me to follow, I can only promise that
I will endeavor in the most methodical way, to bring forward the
arguments which are couched in this arrangement; of which indeed,
a very inadequate idea can be communicated in any schedule.

The preceding synopsis is more general than necessary; but it is
adapted to the vague and diversified attacks upon the Christian for-
tress by the skeptics of the present school. In the natural order of
things we would confine ourselves to the following method:

1, State as a postulatum the following unquestionable fact:
That there is now in the world a book called the Old and New

Testaments, purporting to coniahl a Revelation from the Creator of
the universe. Then inquire-

2, By what agency or means this work came into existence. In the
analysis of this question we would

1. Demonstrate that the religion contained in this book is predicated
of certain matters of fact.

2. That our serses, and testimony or history are the only means by
which we can arrive” at certain information in any question of fact.

3. That there are certain infall~ule criteria by which some hk.toric
matters of fact may be proved true or false.

4. We would then specify these criteria, and
6. Show that we have all these criteria in deciding this question.

This proved, and all that Christians contend for must be conceded.
We say that were we to be governed by the natural order, we would
confine all our debate to this one question as detailed in these five
items. All these indeed will come in course under 2d and 4th items
in the synopsis proposed. But we cannot refrain from expressing our
opinion, that all the rest is superflucms labor bestowed upon us, by the
obliquity of the skeptical scheme. And morever we must add our
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conviction that, supposing we should fail in affording satisfactory data
on the other topics, it is impossible to fail in the point upon wKlch the
strength and stress of the argument must rest.

In this candid and unreserved way, my fellow-citisens, we have laid
before you our views and prospects in the opening of this discussion,
which may give you some idea of what may be expected from thk
meeting. Your patience and indulgence may have to be solicited and
displayed, and should we be compelled to roam at large over vast and
trackless fields of speculation, and oftentimes to return by the same
track, you will have the goodness to grant us all that indulgence which
the nature of the case demands.

But we cannot sit down without admonishing you to bear constantly
in mind the inconceivable and ineffable importance attached to the
investigation. It is not the ordinary affairs of this life, the fleeting
and transitory concerns of to-day or to-morrow; it is not whether we
shall live all freemen, or die all slaves; it is not the momentary
affairs of empire, or the evanescent charms of dominion—nay, indeed,
all these are but the toys of childhood, the sportive excursions of
youthful fancy, contrasted with the question, What is man? Whence
came he? Whithe~ does he go? Is he a mortaI or an immortal being?
Is he doomed to spring up like the grass, bloom like a ilower, drop his
seed into the earth, and die forever? Is there no object of future hope?
No God—no heaven—no exalted society to be known or enjoyed? Are
all the great and illustrious men and women who have lived before we
were born, wasted and gone forever ? After a few short days are fled,
when the enjoyments and toils of life are over; when our relish for
social enjoyment, and our desires for returning to the fountain of life
are most acute, must we hang our heads and close our eyes in the
desolating and appalling prospect of never opening them again, of
never tasting the sweets for which a state of discipline and trial has
so well fitted us? These are the awful and sublime merits of the ques-
tion at issue, It is not what we shall eat, nor what we shall drink,
unless we shall be proved to be mere animals; but it is, shall we live
or die forever? It is as beautifully expressed by a Christian pee+

Shall spring ever visit the mnuldering urn?
ShaIi day over damm on the night of the mwe?

MR. OWEN’S SECONDADDRESS.

Before I commence the opening of this discussion I will state
two axioms, and then proceed.

First Awiom.— Truth is always consistent with itself, consequently,
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each separate truth is in strict accordance with every other truth in
the universe. Or in other words-

No two truths, upon subjects differing the most widely from each
other, can ever be in opposition or contradiction to each other.

Secowd Axiom.-No name or authority, whatever may be its nature,
can change truth into falsehood w- falsehood into truth, or can, in any
way, make that which is true to be false, or that which is false to be
true.

For truth is a law of nature, existing independent of all authority.
Thus it is a law of nature, that one and one make two, and equally
so that as one and one make two, twa~d two wake four, and so on of
all the combinations of numbers.

Now the united authorities of the universe could not, by their fiat,
change there laws of nature and determine that one and one shall not
make two, but three or any other number.

He= Mr. Owen begins to read the first part of hle address.
My friends, for I trust we are all friends, we meet here to-day for

no personal consideration; our sole ol#ect is to ascertain facts, from
which true principles may be obtained and introduced into practice for
the benefit of the human race.

The discussion, which I am about to open between Mr. Campbell and
myself, is one more important in its consequences, to all descriptions
of men, than any, perhaps, which has hitherto occurred in the annals
of history.

It is a dkcussion entered upon solely with a view, as I believe, to
elicit truth, if it be now practicable, on subjects the most interesting
to the whole fainily of mankind; on subjects which involve the
happiness or misery of the present and all future generations.

And our intention is to begin, to continue, and to terminate these
proceeding with the good feelings, which ought always to govern the
conduct of those who seek truth in singleness of heart, and with a
sincere desire to find it.

Hitherto, assuredly, all mankind have been trained to be children of
some national or local district, and, in consequence, they have been
made to acquire errors which create, over the world, confusion of
intellect and a necessary fatal division in practice.

We now, however, propose to develop facts, and trutha deducted
from them, through the knowledge of which these local prejudices
shall gradually disappear and be finally removed.

We propose further, that, through a knowledge of these facts and
truths, a practice shall be introduced which shall enable all to become
affectionate and intelligent members of one family, having new hearts
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and new minds, and whose single object, through life, will be to
promote each other’s happiness, and thereby their own.

To attain this great end, we shall not now attack the errors of any
particular local district, for, by so doing, the evil passions and bad feel-
ings which local errors engender, are aroused and brought into injuri-
ous action; but universal truths shall be unfolded, which shall destroy
the seeds of those pernicious passions and feelings, and, instead there-
of, produce knowledge, peace, and good-will among the human race.

In furtherance of this mighty change in the destinies of mankind, I
= now to prove “that all the religions of the world have originated
in error; that they are directly opposed to the divine, unchanging laws
of human nature; that they are necessarily the source of vice, dis-
union, and misery; that they are now the only obstacle to the forma-
tion of a society, over the earth, of intelligence, of charity in its most
extended sense, and of sincerity and affection. And that these district
religions can be no longer maintained in any part of the world, except
by keeping the mass of the people in ignorance of their own nature, by
an increase of the tyranny of the few over the many.”

It is my intention to prove these all-important truths, not by expos-
ing the fallacies of the sources from whence each of these local reli-
gions have originated; but by bringing forth, for public examination,
the facts which determine by what unchanging laws man is produced
and his character formed; and by showing how utterly incapable all
the religions which have hitherto been invented and instilled into the
human mind, are to a being so created and matured.

It will be Mr. Campbell’s duty to endeavor to discover error in this
development, and, if he shall find any, to make the error known to me,
and to the public, in a kind and friendly manner.

If, however, Mr. Campbell shall not detect any error in this state-
ment, but, on the contrary, shall find that it is a plain development of
facts, and just deductions therefrom, and in strict accordance with all
other known facts, and well ascertained truths, as I most conscien-
tiously” believe it to be; then will it be equally his duty to declare to
the public this truth, for the benefit of mankind.

After this shall be done, it will become the duty and interest of men
of all other local districts, to ascertain the truth or error of these
facts, and of the consequences to which it is stated they will lead in
practice, and then, in the same kind and temperate manner, to publish,
in the shortest period after such examination, the result, in order to
remove error and establish truth.

It is only by this just and equitable mode of proceeding that truth
can be elicited and made manifest for the good of mankind; that the
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real cause of disunion and misery can be detected and withdrawn from
society, and that, in place thereof, a deep and lasting foundation cm
be laid, to establish, forever, among all people, union, peace, charity,
and afection.

The facts :from which I am compelled to believe that these all-
important consequences are to arise, are:

1. That man, at his birth, is ignorant of everything relative to his
own organization, and that he has not been permitted to create the
slightest part of his natural propensities, faculties, or qualities,
physical or mental.

2. That no two infants, at birth, have yet been known to possess
precisely the same organization, while the physical, mental, and moral
differences, between all infants, are formed without their knowledge
or will.

3. That each individual is placed, at birth, without his knowledge m-
consent, within circumstances, which, acting upon his peculiar organ-
ization, impress the general character of those circumstances upon the
infant, child, and man. Yet that the influence of those circumstances
is to a certain degree modified by the peculiar natural organization of
each individual.

4. That no infant has the power of deciding at what period of time
or in what part of the world he shall come into existence; of whom he
shall be born, in what distinct religion he shall be trained to believe,
or by what other circumstances he shall be surrounded from birth to
death.

5. That each individual is so created, that when young, he may be
made to receive impressions, to produce either true ideas or false
notions, and beneficial or injurious habits, and to retain them with
great tenacity.

6. That each individual is so created that he must believe according
to the strongest impressions that are made on his feelings and other
faculties, while his belief in no case depends upon his will.

7. That each individual is so created that he must like that which
is pleasant to him, or that which produces agreeable sensations on his
individual organization, and he must dislike that which creates in him
unpleasant and disagreeable sensations; while he cannot discover,
previous to experience, what those sensations should be.

8. That each individual is so created, that the sensations made upon
his organization, although pleasant and delightful at their commence-
ment and for some duration, generally become, when continued beyond
a certain period, without change, disagreeable and painful; while, on
the contrary, when a too rapid change of sensations is made on his or-
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gankzation, it &ssipates, weakens, and otherwise injures his ph@eal,
intellectual, and moral powers and enjoyments.

9. That the highest health, the greatest progressive improvements,
and the most permanent happiness of each individual depen~ in a
great deg~ee, upon t,he proper cultivation of all his physical, intel-
lectual, and moral faculties and powers from infancy to maturity, and
upon alI these parts of his nature being duly called into action, at
their proper period, and temperately exercised according to the
strength and capacity of the individual.

10. That the individual is made to possess and to acquire the worst
character, when his organization at birth has been compounded of the
most inferior propensities, facuIties and qualities of our common
nature, and when so organized, he has been placed, from birth to
death, amid the most vicious or worst circumstances.

11, That the individual is made to possess and to acquire a medium
character, when his original organization has been created w.qwrior,
and when the circumstances which surround him from birth to death
produce continued vicious or unfavorable impressiofis. Or when his
organization has been formed of inferior Mtm”ak, and the circum-
stances in which he has been placed from birth to death are of a char-
acter to produce superior impressions only. Or when there has been
some mixture of ~ood and bad qualities, in the original organization,
and when it has also been placed, through life, in various circum-
stances of good and evd. ‘l!his last compound has been hitherto the
common lot of mankind.

12, That the individual is made the most supetior of his species
when his original organization has been compounded of the best pro-
portions of the best ingredients of which human nature is formed,
and when the circumstances which surround him from birth to death
are of a character to produce only superior impressions; or, in other
words, when the circumstances, or laws, institutions, and customs, in
which he is placed, are all in unison with his nature.

These facts, remaining the same, at all times in all countries, are
the divine revelations to the whole human race. They constitute laws
of nature, not of man’s invention; they exist without his knowledge or
consent; they change not by any effort he can make, and as they
proceed, solely from a power or a cause unknown and mysterious to
him, they are then a divine revelation, in the only correct sense in
which the term can be applied.

Considered separately and united, and viewed in all their bearings
and consequences, these divine laws of human nature form the most
perfect foundation for a divine moral code—a code abundantly sutli-

TLC



18 MBATE ON THE

cient ti produce, in practice, all virtue in the individual and in society,
sutlicient to enable man, through a correct knowledge thereof, to
“work out his own salvation’! from sin or ignorance and misery, and
to secure the happiness of his whole race.

For as the first law teaches that, as all men are created by a power
mysterious and unknown to themselves, they can have not merit or de-
merit for their m“ginal f omution or individual organization; that,
consequently, the pride of birth or superior physical form or of in-
tellectual capacity, are feelings proceeding, alone, from an aberration
of intellect produced by ignorance, and therefore irrational. And the
second Iaw teaches us that, as no two infants are born alike, and as
they have no knowledge how the difference is produced, we ought not
to be displeased or to blmna any individuals, tribes, or people; or
to be less friendlv to them because they have been made to differ from
us in color, fo~ or feafiwres.

The third law teaches us that, as each individual, at birth, may be
placed, without his knowledge or consent, within circumstances, to
force him to become any of the general characters now known to exist
in any part of the world, we ought not to be displeased with those who
have been made to differ from ourselves in birth, in language, in reli-
gion, in manners, in customs, in conditions, in thinking, in feeling, or
in conduct. On the contrary, we are taught to know that this differ-
ence, to whatever extent it may proceed, is no more than a necessary
eifect arising from the general, national, and district circumstances in
which they have been placed, modified by the peculiar organization of
each individual, and that, as neither the organization or these circum-
stances were formed by them, to be surprised, or displeased, in conse-

quence of their existence, is a certain proof, that we, ourselves, are in
an irrational state, and influenced, alone, by ignorance of our nature.
By this law we are ffirther taught, that all feelings of anger and irri-
tation will entirely cease, as soon as we shall acquire a real knowledge
of our nature; that these feelings belong to man cmly during his irra-
tional state of existence, and that when he becomes enlightened, and
shall be made a rational being, they will no longer be found in human
society. Instead of these irrational feelings, engendered solely by igno-
rance of this law of our common nature, we shall, through a knowledge
of it, acquire a never-ceasing, never-tiring practical charity for the
whole human race; a charity so efficient so sincere, and so pure, that
it will be impossible for any one, thus taught from infancy, to think
ill of, or to desire the slightest injury to, any one of his fellow-beings.

By the fourth, fifth, and sixth laws, we are taught that a knowledge
of the principles contained in the preceding laws, is so essential to the
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well-being of the human race, that it is again and again reiterated,
through each of these laws, in every form the most likely to make the
deepest impressions on our minds. They express, in language which
no one can misunderstand, the ignorance and folly of individual pride
and assumed consequences on account of birth, religion, learning, man-
ners, habits, or any other acquirement or qualification, physical, intel-
lectual, or moral; and give an entire new and different direction to all
our thoughts, feelings, and actions, and we shall no longer consider
man formed to be the ignorant, vicious, and degraded being, that,
heretofore, he has been compelled to appear, whether covered by the
garb of savage or civilised life.

The seventh law teaches us, that there is no power, and of course no
right in one man to attempt to compel another to like or dislike any-
thing or any person at his bidding or command; for this law shows
that liking or disliking, as well as believing or disbelieving, are invol-
untary acts of our nature, and are the necessary, and therefore, the
right impressions made upon our senses. Merit and demerit, there-
fore, for liking or disliking, for believing or disbelieving, will be no
longer attributed to man, than while the human race remains in an
irrational state. Marriage, prostitution, jealousy, and the endless
sexual crimes and diseases which these have engendered, have arisen
solely from ignorance of this fundamental or divine law of our nature;
and, in consequence, real chastity is unknown among the greater part
of the human race; but, in place thereof, a spurious chastity exists,
producing insincerity, falsehood, deception, and dissimulation.

The eighth and ninth laws teach us the necessity for, and the
advantages to be derived from, cultivating and duly exercising all
the propensities, faculties, and powers with which nature has supplied
us, and the folly of permitting any one of them to lie dormant, unused,
or unenjoyed, or to be over-exerted and injured. These laws thus
teach us the benefit of well-directed industry, the evil of idleness, and
the all-importance of temperance in the use of each of our faculties,
physical, intellectual, and moral, and the lamentable error man has
committed, through ignorance, in every department of human society.
He has divided and subdivided the physical and intellectual faculties
among various classes of individuals, while the laws of our nature
have determined that the highest happiness human nature is formed
to experience must be derived from a temperate exercise of all its
powers of enjoyment.

The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth laws teach us by unfolding, in the
moat plain and obvious manner, how the varied character of man haa
been formed, what practical measures must be adopted before man can
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become an intelligent and rational being; that he must be trained and
educated from infancy to maturity, altogether different from what he
has been, in order that he may be taught tQ acquire, without exception,
kind feelings, superior dispositions, habits, manners, knowledge, and
conduct; the difference between them being in variety and degree, but
never in kind and quality. The character will be thus always formed
I% be good to the extent that the natural powers will permit it to be
carried; but as we have been taught, by all the preceding laws, that no
individual can form any part of his natural powers, none will be
blamed or will suffer in consequence of possessing incurable natural
defects, but, on the contrary, all will have pleasure in devising and
applying means to diminish their inconvenience. By these laws, we
are taught, that the proper training and education of the young of
the rising generation, is by far, the most important of all the depart-
ments of the society, and will receive the first consideration, as soon
as men can be found to be rational. That there is but one simple
principle applicable to this practice, and it is, to remove all the vicious
circumstances now existing in the laws, institutions, and customs
which man, through ignorance, haa introduced, in opposition to the
laws of human nature, and, in their place, establish virtuous circum-
stances, that is, laws, institutions, and customs, in unison with the
divine or natural lows of human nature. These laws teach that all
human wisdom consists alone in this mode of acting, and that, what=
ever conduct man may adopt which differs from it, emanates from
ignorance, and must be irrational.

And from these divine laws we learn generally, that man is now,
and ever has been, a being essentially formed according to the nature,
kind, and qualities of the circumstances in which he is permitted to
live by his immediate predecessors. That when these circumstances
are of an inferior and vicious character, man, of necessity, while
under their influence, must become inferior and vicious; and when
these circumstances are of a superior and virtuous character, in like
manner, while under their ,influence, he must become superior and
virtuous.

The great business of human life, in a rational state of society, will
be, therefore, to acquire an accurate knowledge of the science of the
influence of circumstances over human nature, both previous and sub-
sequent to birth; to prepare the means by which all shall be taught
to understand the principles and practices by which each of the
inferior or vicious circumstances, surrounding human life, may be
withdrawn, in the shortest time, with the least inconvenience to all,
and replaced by others which shall benefit every one.
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The knowledge uf this new code will thus speedily lead to a new life,
in which all men will be regularly trained from infancy, to acquire
the most valuable knowledge with the best disposit~ons, habite,
manners, and conduct.

Under this new dispensation, their characters will be so completely
changed or new-formed, that, in comparison of what they have been
and are, they will become beings of a superior order; they will be
rational in all their thoughts, words, and actions.

They will be indeed regenerated, for “their minds will be born
again” and old things will be made to “pass away and all to become
new.”

This is our day, in part, but more fully and completely in the next
succeeding generation, shall the prophecies of the partial knowledge
of the past time be fulfilled, not, indeed, by disturbing the whole
system of the universe, by any supposed fanciful miracles, effected in
opposition to the unchanging laws of nature, but they will be ac-
complished by the regular progress of those laws, which, from the
beginning, were abundantly sufficient to execute in due time all the
purposes of that power from which these laws proceed.

The principles and practice thus developed of the new moral code,
is a mere outline of the mighty change which it will effect; imperfect
however, as it is, It is yet sufficient to tiord some idea of the advan-
tages which a progress in real knowledge, derived from simple facts
and almost self -evident truths, can give to the world.

These twelve primary laws of human nature also form a standard,
by which moral and religious truth or falsehood can be unerringly
known; for as truth must be one throughout the universe, no two
truths can ever be, at any time or in any place, in opposition to each
other, and therefore, all that shall be found, under every varied
comparison, to be in unison with these divine laws, must be true,
while all that is in discordance with them must be false. By the
application, therefore, of this standard, the truth or falsehood of all
religious and moral codes will be dismver~ and the utility or injury
of all institutions will be easily ascertained.

Were we now, in detail, to apply this divine standard of truth to all
the past and present civil and religious codes, it would soon become
manifest that they have, one and all, originated in times of great dark-
ness, when men were too ignorant of their own nature, and of the mh~”
simple laws of nature, generally, to detect imposition or error, howevti.
incongruous or contradictory one part of it might be to another.

That these religious and moral codes were produced at a period
when men were without sufficient experience to “understand what
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manner of beings they were,” and when the wildest and most in-
coherent flights of the imagination, of some deluded individuals, were
received M the inspirations of some single or compound divinity.
That these imaginary inspired individuals, themselves deluded by an
overheated imagination, or intending to delude their followers, SUC-
ceeded at different times, in various parts of the earth, in pro-
mulgating, by force, fraud, or ignorance, the most unnatural fables
and the most obscure and contradictory doctrines.

And as such doctrines and fables could not, at first, be received,
except through force, fraud, or ignorance, they have been the cause
of shedding the blood of the most conscientious and best men in all
countries, of deluding the world in all manner of crime, and in pro-
ducing all kinds of suffering and misery.

But to apply this standard to these systems, fables and doctrines,
in detail, would be to proceed contrary to the plan laid down at the
commencement. It would be, to arouse all the ignorant prejudices and
bad feelings which these institutions have implanted in the human
constitution, at so early an age as to induce many to believe that
they really form a part of our original organization.

Suffice it, however, to say, that these fables ad doctrines, one and
all, are in direct opposition to the twelve primary laws of human
nature; that, consequently, they run counter to nature, and generally
make virtue to consist in thinking and acting contrary to nature; and
vice, in thinking and acting in uniscm with nature. Through these
irrational conceptions of right and wrong, these religious laws and
institutions have filled the world with innumerable, useless, absurd, or
horrible forms and ceremonies, instead d the simple practice of virtue
in accordance with our nature. They have created such .a multiplicity
of folly, confusion, and irrationality, that there is no one %hat
knoweth or doeth what is right; no, not one.”

For instead of producing real knowledge, they perpetuate ignorance;
instead of creating abundance, without any fear of want, they produce
poverty, or #e perpetual fear of it. Instead of permitting the regular
exercise of the propensities, formed by nature to promote health and
happiness, they. force them by unnatural restraints, to become violent
passions, which intirfere with, and disturb every beneficial arrange-
ment that can be devised for the amelioration of society—thus engen-
dering the worst feelings that can be implanted in human nature, in-
stead of the best. They produce hypocrisy and every conceivable &
ception, instead of sincerity and truth without any guile; anger and
irritation, instead of commiseration and kindness; war, instead of
peaca; religious massacres, indead of universal charity; hatred, sus-
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picions, oppositions, and disunion, instead of confidence, mutual aid,
union and affection, among the whole family of mankind.

And thus, by these con~adictory fables and doctrines, with their
innumerable useless and deteriorating forms and ceremonies, the
earth has been filled with all manner of strife and confusion even to
the mad destruction of whole nations and tribes, creating miseries
which it would exhaust language to describe.

And so long as any of these fables and doctrines shall be taught, as
divine truths, by men who have a supposed interest in their promulga-
tion, and in their reception by the ignorant multitude; so long, we are
compelled to believe, will all these vicious evils prevail and increase.

It is now evident to me, that all codes or laws, to be beneficial to
mankind, and to be permanent, must be, without exception, in ac-
cordance with all the divine laws of human nature.

For when human laws are opposed to divine laws, confusion, crimes,
and misery are sure to be produced. We have seen that all past and
present human laws and institutions, are in opposition to those laws,
which experience has now ascertained to be the divine laws of human
nature, and they have, therefore, undergone continual change and pro-
duced continual disappointment.

When men shall acquire suilicient wisdom or experience to induce
them to abrogate all existing laws and institutions which are un-
natural, and to contend no longer against the divine laws of human
nature, but shall agree to adjust their governments and institutions
solely by those laws; then, and not before, will peace be established
on earth and good will among mankind.

It is the popular belief which prevails in all countries in the sup-
posed divine authority for these fables and doctrines, that alone keeps
men now in ignorance of their nature, of the divine laws of which it
is organized at birth and conducted to maturity and death. And this
popular belief is produced in each of these countries, solely by the
early and long-continued impressions, forced on the minds of the
population by the most unnatural and artificial means.

For these impressions are forced into the young mind before the
intellectual faculties are matured, when they are wholly incompetent
to know good from evil, right from wrong, or truth from error.

It is thus that children are compelled to receive as divine truths the
fables and doctrines prevalent in the country in which they happen to
be born and live. It is thus that men are made to deride and vilify
those fables and doctrines, in opposition to their own, which are also
taught in other countries as divine truths, of which it is the most hein-
ous crime even to doubt. It is thus that men are compelled to dislike
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and hate and eontend against each other even to death, for a differ-
ence of opinion respecting some of these fanciful fables or doctrines
which were formed in them, without their knowledge, will, or consent.
And all this evil and misery haa been created, solely, for the supposed
benefit of the governing few, and of the priesthood. And it is thus
that Pagan, Gentoos, and Cannibals, that Hindoos, Chinese, Jews and
Mohometans are made at this day; and, my friends, it is thus, and
thus alone, that you have been made, and that you are making your
children Christians.

MR. CAMPBELL%SECOND REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: At this stage of the discussion 1 do not wish to oc-
cupy many minutes in descanting upon the method of debate; but 1
must beg to be indulged in a few general remarks on the matter or
the albegnta of this discussion, and the method adopted by by oppo-
nent. I do cherish the most kind feelings toward Mr. Owen. I am
sorry that controversial rules require me to call him my opponent.
This term I use with perfect good-will toward him. I am satisfied that
Mr. Owen is doing that which he conceives to be just and right. I take
this occasion explicitly to declare that such is my conviction. At the
same time I am just as fully persuaded that the aberrations and mis-
takes into which he has fallen are properly referable, not so much to
any want of verity in his documents, as to his loose and illogical rea-
sonings upon what he is pleased to call “jucts” and “knos oj %ature.”

My friend and opponent has stated some facts accordant with the
experience of all mankind. To discriminate his real from his imagi-
nary facts is not now my object, so much as it is to advert to the
method he adopts. His manner, rather than his mztter, now claims
my attention, His manner is certainly loose and declamatory; and as
he does not exhibit any bearing or connection existing between his
allegata and the affirmative propositions which he intends to prove by
them, he necessarily imposes upon himself as well as the audience.
Therefore, in order to bring the aUegata and probata of our logical
disputation (for I trust this is to be a logical disputation) in a more
orderly way before us, it will be necessary for me to advert to the
original propositions which have been mutually acceded to, as
constituting the topics of the discussion at present before us,

lZeve Mr. Campbell read the propositions which Mr. Owen stood
pledged to prcwe:—

‘<ToTHE CLERGY OF NEW OMEANS

“Gentlemen: I have now finished a course of lectures in this city,
the principles of which are in direct opposition to those which you
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have been taught it your duty to preach. It is of immense importance
to the world that truth upon these momentous subjects should be now
established upon a certain and sure foundation. You and I, and all
our fellow-men, are deeply interested that there should be no further
delay. With this view, without one hostile or unpleasant feeling on
my part, I propose a friendly public discussion, the most open that
the city of New Orleans will afford, or, if you prefer it, a more private
meeting; when half a clozen friends of each party shall be present,
in addition to half a dozen gentlemen whom you may associate with
you in the discussion. The time and place of meeting to be of your
own appointment.”

“1 propose to prove, as I have already attempted to do in my lec-
tures, that all the religions of the world have been founded on the
ignorance of mankind; that they are directly opposed to the never-
changing laws of our nature; that they have been, and are, the real
source of vice, disunion, and misery of every description; that they
are now the only real bar to the formation of a society of virtue, of
intelligence, of charity in its most extended sense, and of sincerity
and kindness among the whole human family; and that they can be
no longer maintained except through the ignorance of the mass of the
people, and the tyranny of the few over that mass.”

“With feelings of perfect good will to you, which extend also in
perfect sincerity to all mankind, I subscribe myself your friend in
a just cause.” “ROBERT OWEN.”

Now, said Mr. Campbell, it is surely illogical to say that what will
16gically prove the first proposition,wil llogicall yprovethesecond. If
each of these positions is to be distinctively asserted, the facts and
reasonings supporting each must be as distinctly adduced. Each
position requires a regular induction of facts and documents to
sustain it. There can be no separation of argument from fallacy by
the clear, simple rules of pure unsophisticated logic, if we deal in
such loose and general declamations. Our a]gwnentation might thus
be drawn out ad infinitum, without the remotest probability of ever
arriving at any logical conclusion. If the truth is to be elicited, for
the love of truth let us close the door against the admission of all
extraneous and irrelevant matter.

We have heard some positions, called “twelve facts,” or “twelve fun-
damental laws,” stated; but the question (Zogice) is, What are these
“twelve facts” to prove? How are they logically to be applied? To the
fir:t,second, or to all these five positions? I must reiterate that what
may logically prove the first position, cannot, cx necessitate, prove the
Lt; and that such facts and reasonings as may prove the last cannot
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~d ever must be tried, and that it is not triable by those criteria
which we could rationally institute and recognize as the fair, true, and
legitimate criteria of the verity of mathematical, botanical, geolog-
ical, or even moral facts, if you please. ‘Tis a naked, simple, historic
question, and ex necessitate rei, can only be passed through the
historical, logical, and philosophical cruciblee. Mr. Owen, I think,
cannot deny this. As a lover of truth he is bound to declare whether
he conceives me obliged to defend my cause by historic and veritable
evidence, or by mathematical demonstrations. Only let him tell me
what are his rules of evidence; what species of evidence he conceives
admissible, and what inadmissible; and then we may happen to light
upon tangible and pertinent premises. But as ,matters now stand, all
must necessarily be air-built; for this plain reason, that there is not
one hair% breadth of foundation for either of us to erect any other
kind of superstructure upon.

JMyfriend, Mr. Owen, must perceive that here is neither time, place,
nor subject, for vain, empty declamation. His own tact, discrimina-
tion, and knowledge of the world and its concerns, must indicate to
him the necessity of our mutually confining this discussion within its
legitimate and logical bounds and precincts.

Perhaps I have elaborated this mat~r to tediousness; but I claim a
fair start in this race, and in conclusion, as my half hour is out, I caU
on Mr. Owen for a gwectie and technical definition of his terms-and
for an explanation of the misrepresentations in his letter to the editor
of the London Times, if, indeed, that was his letter.

MR. OWEN’S THIRD ADDSESS.
1 see no necessity of replying, at preeent, to any part of my friend’s

last address, save so much as relates to the communication which ap-
peared in the London Times newspaper. In regard to that letter, I
have only to cay, it is my letter; I wrote it, and sent it to the press.
When that letter was written, it did not , nor does it now, appear to
me, that 1 stand pledged to prove the fallacy of the Christian religion,
separated from all other religions. To me, they all appear one and
the same in principle and in general practice, except the difference in
the rites and ceremonies, which I deem mere forms. I believe that
my words are that all religions of the world are founded in error—
the Christian religion is embraced in the word QU. Mr. Campbell
should not presume that I have already stated all that may be brought
forward, if more shall be required. I think Mr. Campbell will be satis-
fmd, after a little while, that I have adhered closely to the spirit of the
engagement. When I shall have presented the whole of my views, Mr.
Campbell will have an opportunity of discovering the connection of
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ths means of forming any adequate conception. Now, indeed, you see
nothing as it is; you see only as through a glass darkly, and a glass
so dark that no rays of pure light can pass through it.

MR. CAMPBELL’STHIRD REPLY.
Mr. Chairman: We shall again indulge ourselves in a few general

strictures upon the data before us, With regard to the terms in which
Mr. Owen has concluded his first position, we have a few remarks
to offer. Mr. Owen distinctly asserts that all religions are founded
in ignorance. Whether this be a recommendation or disparagement
of all religions is a question Of doubtful decision from the words of
the position. Let us try this position with a reference to our exist-
ing institutions: All schools and colleges have been founded and
established on the ignorance Of man; all testimony has been estab-
lished on the ignorance of man., all the books that have ever been
printed are founded upon the ignorance of man! Arenot these facts?
But does the existence of these facts cast any opprobium, obloquy,
or disparagement upon books, human testimony, or seminaries of
instruction ? These terms, then, have nothing in their nature or

- import calculated to engender a prejudice against religion.
I do believe that all religion is founded upon ignorance, using that

term according to its legitimate import. And this very consideration
proves the necessity of religion. If men were perfectly intelligent
with regard to the relations in which they stand to matter, spirit,
a future state, etc., there would be no occasion for the institution of
any sort of religion. “If:’ saith a distinguished writer, “our reason
were always clear and perfect, unruffled by passion, unclouded by
prejudice, unimpaired by disease or intemperance, we would need no
other guide, in physics or in morals, but the light of nature. But
every man finds the contrary in his own experience; that his reason
is corrupt and his understanding full of ignorance and error; and
hence is derived to us the necessity of an immediate and direct revela-
tion. If, then, men need a religion at all, they need it because of
their ignorance. It was instituted to remove human ignorance, and
th+ necessity of supernatural revelation has ever been founded upon
that ignorance. The difficulties my friend, Mr. Owen, presents on the
subject of human responsibility, are of no ordinary magnitude. The
most profound philosophers of ancient and modern times, have all
differed upon this knotty point: “How far does necessity affect human
character ?B’ But Mr. Owen’s argument ascribes everything to an
irresistible necessity; which necessity, after all, is the operation of a
blind and undesigning nature. But let us admit, for the sake of
argument, that we could not trace how far we are the creatures of
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4. How, then, do we become conscious of the idea of spirit, our con-
sciousness being limited to the objects of sensation, perception, and
memory; and, consequently, all our mental operation being necessarily
confined to the same objects?

5. Does not our belief, as well as our knowledge and experience, de-
pend upon our mental operations?

I choose to present the matter in this form in order to elicit from my
opponent something like an analysis of the powers of the human mind,
which we must have soon or late in this controversy, if either of us
will redeem the pledge we have given to this community.

MR. OWEN’S FOURTHADDRESS.
GemYewen Moderators: You decided yesterday evening, that the

part of the subject to be continued by me, was to prove that all re-
ligions have been founded in ignorance. It was, I believe, so stated
by the Chairman.

I last night received some questions from my friend, Mr. Campbell;
but discovering that they are not applicable to the subject matter hn-
mediately before us, we will postpone the consideration of them until
I have demonstrated the five propositions which I have engaged to
prove. Afterward, I will, if time permit, discuss any metaphysical
question, however subtle. 13ut as you, gentlemen, have decided that
we shall proceed to investigate the points agreed upon between Mr.
Campbell and myself, I feel bound to abide by your decision.

My friends, I yesterday pursued this point through four of the fun-
damental laws, upon which I rely to prove all I have undertaken to
do in this engagement with Mr. Campbell. I will now proceed to the
fifth, viz: ~6That each individual is so created, at birth, that he maY

be compelled to receive true ideas or false notions, and beneficial or
injurious habits, and retain them with great tenacity.” This is one
of the fundamental laws of human nature, which may properly be
called a divine law; no man created it; no man knows how it was
created; it exists in man at all times, wherever he may be found; it is
beyond man’s control; and I conceive that that which is beyond human
control, to be truly divine, if anything can be so called. If, then, it be
a law of our nature, that infants may be so placed, that, without the
possibility of resistance, on their parts, they may be compelled to re-
ceive rational ideas or false notions; they cannot be responsible for
what they are thus made to receive, without their consent. When we
look at the countenance of those who have been born and reared in
very inferior circumstances of life-of those wholly devoid of educa-
tion, we discover at once their ignorance, before they speak. The ex-
pression of their countenances assures us, before a word is spoken, that
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whkh he has been previous] y influenced. It is true, a~ my learned
friend will perhaps say, that men may be more inclined to open their
xdnds, to receive, or to be confirmed in one set of opinions, and to neg-
lect the means of acquiring, or close their minds against receiving
.aome other opinions, which they have been taught to believe, are erro-
neous, and injurious; but our motives for so doing, exist in our minds
independently of our wills. We have been in such cases previously
prejudiced in favor of, or against, these opinions. Some wills were
mmesarily formed by these prejudices, and we could no more avoid
our feelings, in these respects, than our convictions, when they have
been made. Now I wish to put You all on your guard, relative to this
fundamental iaw of our nature, because, as I have previously stated,
it is one of the two chief pillars, on which the religions of the world
rest for support, and if this shalI be now destroyed, they must, of ne-
cessity, fali. They have, as I most conscientious~y believe, no other
foundation of any sufficient strength to retain them in existence, They
rest but upon these two pillars, and we shall soon try the strength of
the other, which will next come under our view. Let us here pause, my
friends, for a moment, to consider the depth of that darkness, in which
our ancestors must have been involved, not to have discovered through
so many ages, this, almost self-evident truth.

MR. CMWBELL’SFOVRTIi REPLY,

Mr. Chaimnan: The questions which were yesterday proposed to Mr.
Owen, very naturally presented themselves from his own premises.
He proposed to prove all religions human, therefore he must show that
human beings could invent them. This, I contend, he must do, or give
Up his first position, But he supposes that I will not insist upon his
attending to them. In this he is doubtless mistaken, I do insist upon
i& and I think he will feel himself compelled to attend to them. But
he has promised to take them under his consideration by-and-by. I
will just remark here, that his last address is but a repetition of the
preceding one. Both amount to this, that man did not make himself,
and consequently is irresponsible: ergo, all religions must be false,
This appears to be his darling corollary. As to my admission of the
twelve *’facts,” which I did for the sake of argument, I say again, I am
ready to admit them alI, with the exception already stated. But what
of this? Mr. Owen may state tweive jad.s, as he calls them, more about
man, and I may admit them all, and yet the original question be just
as it was. If Mr. Owen had said, that a man has two eyes, two ears,
two hands, two feet, etc., etc., and such and such mental f amdties; I
~~ouldadmit it. But when admitted, will it follow from these truths,
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But I WOUkl ask what idea he attaches to the word beJief. I am ap-
prehensive that he confounds, or uses interchangeably, the terms belief,
knowledge and qwhion. Belief always depends upon the testimony of
others; knowledge, upon the evidence of our senses; op%wn, upon our
own reasonings. I do not, in strict propriety of language, believe by
my eyes, any more than I hear by my fingers, I know this desk is
before me, I do not believe it. We know that Mr. Owen is here, but
we cannot bcJ&ve it. Therefore, for Mr. Owen to ask the audience to
believe that he is not now before them, is entirely unwarrantable. I
know that which is communicate to my sensorium through the ave-
nues of my senses; and all that is thus communicated, we denominate
knowledge. On the other hand, belief has exclusive reference to testi-
mony; and opinion merely expresses aifferent degrees of probability;
and after weighing these probabilities, we say that we are of this, that,
or the other opinion. I may be of op;nion that there is a navigable
passage around the north pole-that ali infants who die go to heaven,
etc. Opinions result from premises not certain, or are the conclusions
to which we are led from all the data before us. But wherever we be-
lieve, it must be upon suiiicient tw.timony. In a word, I know this
desk is before me; I be&eve tnat ‘Thomas Jefferson is dead; and I am of
opinion that Symmes’ theory ISall a mere fancy. I think Mr. Owen
will accede to this.

I must just remark, in passing, that it is not difficult to prove the
contrary of Mr. Owen’s sixtn position. That our volitions do, in many
instances, determine our belief, or have some influence upon it, I doubt
not can be made apparent to all. Suppose, for example, that I am told
that some important event has transpired, which, in a peculiar point of
view, is very important to me-my informant, we will farther suppose,
is a man of suspected veracity. Now, I cannot believe nor disbelieve
on the evidence offered. But in consequence of the interest I feel, I
determine to examine the evidence, and finally I collect such a body of
evidence, as convinces me of the truth of the first report. But, if I
had not willed or determined on eviscerating or searching out the truth
of my first informant’s narrative, could I have arrived at a full belief
of the report? Now, the question is, was not my belief of this fact,
some way dependent on my volition?

3&. OWEN’S FIFTH ADDRESS.

Mr. Ch.uir-nzan: I perfectly agree with my friend in his discrimina-
tions between knowledge, belief, and opinion; but all I have to say is,
that in the case to which he has referred, it was his interest that gen-
erated his will, and therefore it was his interest that compelled him to
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promise that they will love each other to the termination of their lives;
and yet neither the cme nor the other can know that it will be in their
power to perform the promise for one day. They commit this error by
not attending to this and other unchanging laws of our nature. Where
is now the man or woman who has committed this moral perjury, who
knew certainly, at the time of making the vow, whether they WOLLM
be able to love each other for an hour? And how much misery has this
error produced? How much happiness has it destroyed? Your igno-
rance on the subject of belief, and of liking and disliking, have pro-
duced ahnost all the evils of domestic life, as well as ahnost all the
dissensions between nations. Ignorance of this law of our nature has
divided and subdivided the world into various classes greatly to the
injury of all. One class, which may be called producers, have their
physical powers called into action far beyond the point of temperance.
Another class, which may be called non-producers, have their memory
and imagination overstrained far beyond the natural limits. The
former class are subject to innumerable evils in consequence of their
physical powers being over-exerted and their mental powers being un-
exercised. The latter class has ‘been, perhaps, still more unfortunate
in having their physical powers neglected and their memory and im-
agination too much exercised. And the world is generally divided
into these two classes and their subdivisions. When we shall come to
the knowledge of what manner of beings we are, these errors must
cease; society will be different y arranged, and there will be but one
class trained and educated, and placed under new circumstances that
will enable all to enjoy the full extent of their respective capacities at
the point of experience; and that class will have their physical, intel-
lectual, and moral faculties equally cultivated, and duly and temper-
ately exercised. We shall, by acquiring an accurate knowledge of these
laws of our nature, begin to discover what real knowledge is, and what
is necessary to constitute our true and substantial happiness. At pres-
ent we do not know what plan, system, or practice is necessary to con-
stitute our happiness, and therefore wk do not know what to adopt to
promote it.

Before our meeting in this place shall terminate, I will endeavor t6
explain what are those things which are necessary for our happiness-
that all may know what it is that we should endeavor to attain.

Ma. CAMPBELL’S FIFTH REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: It seems a very hard matter, indeed, to reason
logically when we have nothing to reason against. We require not
only to have premises established fwrn which to reason, but we must
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their method: we have not gone into the detail. The prominent items
I have given in their own words, But there is one mystay that ought
to be added, which is more than equal to that of traasubatantiation in
its worst aspect. It is this: lfdio~ say they, is a property of matter.
But what gives regularity to motion? Why does it choose to move in
order, or in any uniform course?

Motion was so im-egular, at one time, as to form out of two vegeta-
bles a man and a woman. They sprang up on the bank of a river in
Asia. They grew with their faces toward each other, and when they
were fully ripe, a gentle breeze broke them off the stem, and so put
them in motion; and thus they formed an early attachment for each
other, and have kept in motion ever since. But why motion should
have acted so irregularly at that time, and kept so regular ever since,
is the.great mystery of mgstem”es of atheism.

E?efore I sit down, I will give you the testimony of Lord Chesterfield,
on this creed of the materialists. NO man can suppose him either a
bigot or an enthusiast in religion. He says-

“1 have read some of Leed’s sermons, and like them very well. But
I have neither read nor intend to read those which are meant to prove
the existence of God; because it seems to me too great a disparage-
ment of that reason which he has given us, to require any other proof
of his existence than those which the whole, and every part, of the cre-
ation afford us. If I believe my own existence, I must believe his. It
cannot be proved a pviori, as some have idly attempted to do, and can-
not be doubted of a .posterioti-Cato very justly says: ‘And that he is,
all nature cries aloud,’ “- Elegant Epistle.

MR. OWEN’S SIXTH ADDRESS.

Mr. Chazlrmmz: I expressed, in the previous part of the debate, my
total disbelief in the notion that a supreme intelligence would create a
devil, knowing what it was about. I asserted nothing” about the ex-
istence or non-existence of Deity, etc. Now, my friends, I am very
desirous to conform to the suggestion of the board of Moderators, and
not to digress from the point of discussion immediately before us, ex-
cept for the purpose of more ample illustration. We are now endeavor-
ing to prove that all religions are founded in ignorance. Mr. Campbell
has stated a strong practical fact concerning the sectarianism of the
skeptics. But I do mot conceive myself in the least bound to depend up-
on any arguments except those which I bring forward myself. I have
not once quoted a Skeptic, Deist, or Atheist to prove one of my posi-
tions. I derive my information from a close observation of human na-
ture, and from facts which every one can examine for himself. I have
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Here Mr. Owen remarked that he had touched upoJI the subject of

infant schools, and the creation of wealth simply to illttsliate that the

population of the world were yet ignorant; that they had not even
taken the first step toward training their children to become rational
from infancy, or independent in their condition.

MR. CAMPBELL’S SIXTH REPLY.

Not having heard any argument whatever adduced in the last ad-
dress, pertinent to the subject at issue, and Mr. Owen having dealt only
in general assertions concerning human nature; having rejected the
validity of all authority, and having admitted that his system is so
different from the existing state of things, that we cannot reason from
the one to the other—I now feel myself compelled to adopt some other
course.

Mr. Owen places me in a very singular predicament. Had I selected
a proposition and pledged myself to prove it, I should have fdt myself
bound, by all controversial rules, to keep to that proposition, until I
had either established it, or failed in the attempt. And if, on the
ether hand, my opponent had taken up an affirmative proposition, and
confined himself to the proof of it, I should have feit myself bound to
attend to every fact, argument, and demonstration adduced in its sup-
port, and either have rebutted them, or acknowledged my inability so
to do. But in the singular predicament in which I am placed by Mr.
Owen’s course, unless I were to sneak of angelic infants, with, or with-
out wings; unless I should speak of subjects derogittory to the dignity
of this discussion, I see not how I can iake any notice of my oppo-
nent’s last address. It is necessary that we should reciprocal y reach
some tangible point of disputation. I trust that Mr. Owen is only
keeping back his strong arguments all this while. But if any strongeu
argument is yet to be offe~e[i, for the sake of the audience, as well as
for my own sake, I should reaIly be obliged to Mr. Owen if he would
soon adduce it,

If Mr. Owen possesses that moral courage or boldness for which his
friends so much admi~e him, he ought to avow at once that all ideas
of Deity, and all other spiritual existences, are entirely at variance
with the beneficent objects which he has in contemplation to consum-
mate. Let us suppose that Mr. Owen thinks and assumes that the idea
of the providence of God, and all the ideas inseparably connected with
a belief in the Christian religion, are diametrically opposed to the
consummation of his beneficent objects, Assuming this to be Mr.
Owen’s real opinion, then it behooves him to give us some sort of argu-
ment, proof, or illustration, calculated to eradicate such ideas from our
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the combinations are destroyed after they are born, and have subsisted
for a longer or shorter time. Let us look upon nature as an immense
elaborator which contains everything necessary for her to act, and
produce all those works which are displayed to our eyes. Let us ac-
knowledge her power to be inherent in her essence. Do not let us at-
tribute her works to an imaginary cause, which has no other existence
than in our brain. Rather let us forever banish from our mind a
phantom calculated to disturb it, and to prevent our pursuing the
simple, natm-al, and certain means which can conduct us to happi-
ness. Let us, then, re-establish this nature, so long mistaken in her
legitimate rights; let us listen to her voice, of which reason is the faith-
ful interpreter; let us impose silence on that enthusiasm and imposturo
which, to our misfortune, have drawn us aside from the only worship
suitable to intelligent beings.’’—Page 178, vol. 2.

Who preaches implicit faith and b,lind adoration now? The infatu-
ated sage tells you that you must believe without evidence; that N a-
ture never errs-even when mysteries impenetrable hide her opera-
tions ! And you must worship and adore her goddess, just b~cause she
is blind and cannot see you—because she is deaf and cannot hear you!
I?ut to suppose that Nature is either rational, good, or kind, would
be most abhorrent to all his philosophy. Blind Fate and inexorable
Necessity is all that is to be feared, loved, adored, hated, or what you

please. You owe her nothing; and, after all, she is a “pure abstract
being,” who has no existence save in the brain of such crazed philoso-
phers ! Sic transit glo~ia philosophize! But, if permitted, this after-
noon, we will see what right reason or true philosophy teaches on this
subject.

MR. OWEN’S SEVENTHADDRESS.
My F~<end-s: In furtherance of our object, which is to prove that all

religions have been founded in error, I proceed to expound the tenth
law of our nature, which is: “That the individual is made to possess
and acquire the worst character, when his organization at birth has
been compounded of the most inferior propensities, faculties, and qual-
ities of our common nature, and when so organized, he has been placed
from birth to death, amidst the most vicious or worst circumstances, ”
This, my friends, is the law of nature that teaches the origin of evil
in man. Man becomes an evil being when his original organization is
imperfect; and when, in addition thereto, he is placed amid vicious or
unfavorable circumstances. But can the individual justly or rationally
be blamed, because his organization has been thus imperfectly formed?
Can he be rationally censured because, with this imperfect organiza-
tion, he has been so unfortunate as to be cast into the vortex of the
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they must fall to the ground. My friends, you should always bear in
mind, that truth and inconsistency cannot exist together. But I have
traveled many countries, and have come into collision with minds of
the first caliber in the world, but never yet met with that mind which
could detect error, fallacy, or inconsistency, in one of these principles.
If my friend, Mr. Campbell, can detect error in them, and demonstrate
that error to me, I will frankly acknowledge that I have been deceived,
and I will most willingly pledge myself both to Mr. Campbell, and to
you, my friends, that from the moment I am convinced of the exist-
ence of a single error or inconsistency in these principles, I will do
as much to promulgate the truth which shall be demonstrated to me,
and to expose the error into which I have fallen, as I have done to
bring forward the system containing that error. And Mr. Campbell
need not fear that there remains on my mind any early impression
which can operate to prevent my declaring the whole truth to any as-
sembly in the world.

After proceeding with this subject in the manner I have proposed
it, Mr. Campbell will discover that the points which he wishes to seize
upon will be presented in a manner well suited to his own objects and
purposes; but I wish to bring forward my subject in such a connection,
that all who are capable of reasoning accurately may comprehend it.

MR. CAMPBELL’S SEVENTH REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: We have heard a great deal on the subject of Mr.
Owen’s experience, and the pains he has taken to test the soundness
and practical utility of his principles. But, as he will not admit the
legitimacy of any authority, we cannot admit the experience of Mr.
Owen as authority. We must examine the question on its own merits.
If Mr. Owen had traveled all over the world, fraught with the com-
bined intelligence of the four quarters of the globe, this ought not to
influence our minds in the least. We are here assembled, to examine
truth coolly and deliberately on its own evidences. Mr. Owen thinks
that I desire to lead him from his object into the mazes of metaphys-
ics; but a single retrospective glance, at the course this discussion
has taken, is sufficient to show us that the first metaphysical propo-
sition was introduced by Mr. Owen himself. There cannot be a more
metaphysical question than “whether volition has power over belief.”
I have no penchunt for metaphysics in the discussion of questions of
this sort; nor have I introduced metaphysics into this discussion any
further than the nature of the argument itself requires. He has in-
formed us, that the origin of natural evil is to be found in the elements

. of the human constitution. Now if this be true, every plan of amelio-
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word expedience be received and interpreted according- to its usual;
most known, and legitimate acceptation; and I am not afraid to abide
by its test. Well, then, I ask you, if it comports ‘with your experience
to admit that man has no reason to imagine himself a superior being
to a butterfly? But why was this asserted by the atheists? Merely
from the necessity of the case, The materialists would never have agi-
tated these mysteries, but for the hard fate which attends their system.
They discovered that unsophisticated reason would lead man to dis-
cover that he was at the head of creation; that here he dzmds pre-
eminently chief; that he is lord paramount over all the irrational part
of creation; that all was made f o~ him, and subordinate to him. But
of this noted dignity we must be divested to make room for a specula-
tive phantom, which exterminates the germ of all feeling, save that of
pity; if indeed it leaves that branch of human sympathy unscathed.
For in the doctrine of materialism, where can pity find an object? Can
I pity a tree when I see it growing crooked, or a stone for the angulari-
ties of its shape, or a house for its rude architecture?

But there is a third artificial mystery of the materialists: In any
attempt to account for man’s origin he has to suppose that there were
an infant male and female produced without parents, who consequently
must have perished in infancy. Some materialists have actually sup-
posed that the first pair grew up like two plants, as I have before
stated. And when these were developed and began to expand, the
leaves became arms, etc., etc., until at length some favorable zephyrs
wafted them into each other’s arms. They mutually embraced, and
thus originated the human family. But in any attempt to account for
the origin of man, the modern materialist has to suppose his first an-
cestors to have been an infant male and female; and if so, incapable
of arriving at maturity!

MR. OWEN’S EIGHTH ADDRESS,

My friends, I perceived, during my friend, Mr. Campbell’s last ad-
dress, that none of you would like to be deprived of heaven. I do not
recollect that I expressed any intention of taking away any well-
founded hope of heaven from you. Nor do I know that my assertion
denying the existence of, or my opinion that there was a heaven, would
make the least difference in the fact. ~ou have, therefore, notwith-
standing all I may have said on the subject, just as good a chance for
enjoying heaven as you ever had.

We come now, my friends, to the twqlf th and lastfundamental law
of human nature, viz: “that the individual is made most superior of
his species, when his original organization has been compounded of
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farther, and state that these religions are now the only obstacles in
the way of forming a society over the earth, of kindness, intelligence,
sincerity, and prosperity in the fullest sense of the term; and now I
think I may advance another step, and declare that the light is come
among us, and that this knowledge can no longer be withheld from
the great mass of the people but by the increased tyranny of the few
over the many. But the few can no longer tyrannize over the many.
Knowledge is power; and knowledge is passing from mind to mind,
from country to country like a flood. And this knowledge shall spread
from one point as from a center over every portion of the world, until
the knowledge of the truth, or, in scripture language, of the Lord, shall
cover the earth as the waters cover the seas. This is the knowledge
of the Lord, for truth alone is the knowledge of the Lord. It is a
knowledge derived from those facts which ever have existed and which
exist to this day, as the universal word of the universal cause from
whence all effects proceed. When we use the terms Lord, God, or De-
ity, we use a term without annexing to it any definite idea. Whenever
we use this term we annex to it our own peculiar notions, and in many
cases they are strange and wild in the extreme, But, my friends, we
do know that it is a law of our nature that we have been so formed
that we must acquire all our real knowledge by experience; and all
experience declares that man is what he has been demonstrated to be
by the twelve fundamental laws of his nature.

MR. CAMPBELL’SEIGHTH REPLY.

Mr. Chah-mam: I should be led to conclude from the argument, (if
such it may be called) that the error into which my friend has fallen
in his whole process of deduction, is exhibited in one assertion in his
last address. His mind has dwelt so long on the influence of circum-
stances that he supposes that if a child of a Quaker were to be removed
into the family of a Jew, and vice versa, that in process of time, the
two children must inevitably imbibe the faith of the families in which
they were respectively reared. Now, I have no doubt this would be the
case in very many instances, but not universally. And so it is with
most of his facts. They are true in very many instances, but are false
in his universal application of them. It is illogical to argue from par-
ticulars, however comprehensive, to such general and universal con-
clusions, This proposition of my friend’s is not a mathematical prop-
osition, which, if true in itself WMLSt be true in its most extended or
contracted sense. That children may be powerfully impressed by cir-
cumstances, is true; but must we therefore conclude this to be an in-
variable law of our nature, that they are forever doomed to the control
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that faith reposed upon truth supernatural—truth as certain, and bet-
ter documented, than was the testimony of those upon whose credibil-
ity Mr. Owen started from Lanark for New Harmony.

Before I sit down, may I ask my opponent, for the sake of his own
reputation as a logician, and a challenger of the world, to pay some at-
tention to these arguments and topics; that the public may not read
them without the form of a reply, or the semblance of a refutation.

MR. OWEN’S NINTH ADDRESS.

I shall now proceed, my friends, to another view of this subject in
order to prove all these facts in another direction—to show that there
is no kind of inconsistency or contradiction between one part of the
eystem and another. In the development of one entire new state of
thinga, it will appear that my arguments will apply with still greater
force and minuteness.

[Here Mr. Owen comnwnoes nm.&ng “an attempt to develop the uut-
lines of an entire new state of ezistwuw, f oseadsd solely oa the divine
laws of human nature.”}

All past and present societies of men have been founded in direct
opposition to these divine laws, and, in consequence, virtue has gener-
ally been made to consist in acting contrmy to them, and vice in being
obtiisnt to them.

We now propose for universal adoption, another state of society, in
which virtue shall consist in being obedient to these laws, and vice
in opposing them.

These divine laws are:
1. That man, at his birth, has been made’ ignorant of everything

relative to his own organization, and he has not been permitted to cre-
ate any part of the propensities, faculties, and qualities, physical or
mental, which have been given to him, or which he possesses.

2. That no two infants have yet been known to possess precisely the
same organization at birth, and the differences between all infants are
formed by a power unknown to them.

3. That each individual is placed, at birth, without his consent or
knowledge, within circumstances, which, acting upon his peculiar or-
ganization, impress the general character of those circumstances upon
the infant, child, and man; the influence of those circumstances being
modified, in some de- by the peculiar natural organization of each
individual.

4. That no individual has had the power of deciding at what period
of time, or in what part of the world, he shall come into existence;
of whom he shall be born, what district religion he shall be trained to
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ding thereby the greatest extent of famine, and the largest amount of
individual suffering and misery with the most widespread destruction
of human industry and comfort, have been through all past ages the
most honored and rewarded.

In the new state of existence, all these proceedings will be deemed
irrational, and will never be practiced except by those who are insane.

AS smn, therefore, as a generation shall be trained from infancy in
a kn,-mrledge of the divine laws of human nature, all contention will
cease, and charity and peace will everywhere prevail.

MR. CAMPBELL’SNINTH REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: It is surely a novel species of logic’ to argue, that,
because we,,shall have better houses, and better schools, and must have
iiew””‘%~idges,”etc.; ‘therefore the Christian religion must be false. To
resume the subject of materialism, which is the system of my friend,
W. Owen, it will be necessary to observe, that all the artMcial myste-
ries of ‘atheism have not emanated from the same brain, but from dif-
ferent intellects. In &der to make out a system contrary to all ezpe-
riencn and hi.doty, some materialists have been constrained to suppose
(finding themselves perplexed to account for man’s origin, either on
the hypothesis of his coming into existence as an adult or an infant),
{hat man was originally a being very different from what he now is.
But whether he has degenerated, or improved, they do not testify.
They also suppose another absurdity—viz: that there must have been
::n oak before an acorn; or, in other words, that vegetables must have
cxi steal before their seeds. This would be no absurdity, if we admit a
Creator who produced by one almighty fiat, every vegetable in full
; :+gol”. “Bui5on any other hypothesis, it is an absurdity. This neees-
:atily follows from their own premises. They also suppose that mat-
tir’ and motion originally possessed powers which they do not now.
‘i’hat because matter and motion cannot now produce new genera and
species, therefore they have not all the powers they once had. This is
first to assume a fact, and then to invent, or bribe, or suborn the tes-
timony to prove it. ‘i’hat once they had the power of detaching them-
&elves fiord other parts of the universe, and forming themselves into
organized bodies, but that now they have grown old and feeble, and
1,0s$,their power.
“’”“’@hen they asserted t+at the material universe had no relation to
an int,@ligent J irst Cause, but was the production of blind chance, or
~~atiwe’operating according to the laws of matter and motion, they were
i~~pelled”to the above conclusion. Inasmuch as they do not fmd na@re
i;$$etent to the production of a new species or genus of vegetable ‘or
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“In short, nothing is more useful than to inspire men with a con-
tempt for death, and to banish from their minds the false ideas which
are given them of its consequences, The fear of death will never make
anything but cowards; the fear of its pretended consequences will
make nothing but fanatics, or pious, melancholy beings, useless to
themselves and to others. Death is a resource that we must not, by
any means, take away from oppressed virtue, which the injustice of
men frequently reduces to despair. If men feared death less, they
would neither be slaves nor superstitious. Truth would find defend-
ers more zealous; the rights of man would be more hardily sustained;
error would be more powerfully combated, and tyranny would be for-
ever banished from nations. Cowardice nourishes it, and fear perpetu-
ates it. In short, men can neither be contented nor happy while their
opinions shall oblige them to TREMBLE!“

Such, my friends, is the vwcesscwy consequence of the doctrine of
..

necessity. I propose to-morrow, all things concurring, to present you-
systematicaJ1y with the argument already introduced demonstrative of
the last position; and, after that, to adduce the direct and positive evi-
dences of the truth and certainty of the Christian religion.

MR. OWEN’S ‘IWNTHADDRESS.

My friends, the subject in which we finished reading yesterday eve
ning was war. The next subject is one of great interest to all of us.
It is marriage.

MARRIAGE.
As we have seen that man is so organized by nature, that he must

like that which is agreeable to him, and dislike that which nature has
made disagreeable, all engagements between men and women, profess-
ing to like or love each other, through future unknown changes in
both, will altogether terminate. Other and much better arrangements
will be formed for this union, agreeable to the divine laws of their na-
ture, and which will put an end to the present prostitution of both
body and mind, to jealousy, and to all sexual crimes. The invention
of unnatural marriages has been the sole origin of all sexual crimes.
They have rendered prostitution unavoidable. They have erected a
spurious chastity, and destroyed all knowledge of pure chastity. For
real chastity consists in connection with affection, and prostitution in
connection without affect ion.

The artificial bonds of indissoluble marriage, and’ the single family
arrangements to which marriage leads, are much more calculated to
destroy than to promote affection, and, in consequence, the parties fre-
quently live together in a state of real prostitution, both of body and

TLC





















EVIDENCESOF CliLLISTIAN”ITY. 137

MR. CAMPBELL’STENTH REPLY.
Gentlemem.Moderators: 1 am perfectly aware of the dii%cult ci rcum-

stances in which my f rien d‘s course has placed you. You have been
selected by Mr. Owen and myself for the express purpose of moderating
this discussion, with the fullest confidence, on both our parts, in your
ability and impartiality, To insure the most perfect impartiality, you
were mutually selected. I am well aware, therefore, that you must
feel yourselves responsible to us and to the community for your course
in the management of this discussion. I have not the slightest reflec-
tion to make upon your mode of procedur~it is reasonable and con-
sistent. YOU have entered your protest against NIr. Owen’s course in
this debate; for that, it has been irrelevant, impertinent, and out of the
purview of the discussion contemplated; and to which the public have
been invited. You also pe]ceive my dMh_mlties. I am here to l,eply to
my friend’s arguments in support of his own theses; the obvious scope
of which was the subversion of all religion. I came here prepsred to
show that my opponent was not able to make good a single point which
he had assumed; that he could not adduce a single logical proof in cor-
roboration of his positions—therefore, I could not expect to have to
open this discussion. This was not a supposable case, Had I known
that I was to have taken the affi~mative, I should have come forward
prepared with some plan of argument in which my opponent might have
joined issue with me; and I would have led the discussion in such
manner as would soon, in my opinion, have led us to rational conclu-
sions. Surrounded with these difficulties, gentlemen, it appews neces-
sary that some decision shouid be made on the course of investigation.

Yesterday I introduced a series of arguments, calculated, in my opin-
ion, and in that of the public at large, to subvert Mr. Owen’s proposi-
tions. He would not argue the merits of one of my positions. For two
days Mr. Owen has been presenting a great variety of topics which wc
might have introduced as pertinently in any other discussion as the
present. I have taken up his own positions in his own terms, and
agreed to rest the merits of the controversy upon his own allegat(t.
But as I stand pledged to subvert Mr. Owen’s whole theoly, I proposed
yesterday to introduce a regular and connected argument, without pay-
ing any respect to anything which might be offered by him, unless it
were pertinent to the subject-matter in debate. This morning we had
a disquisition upon marriage, commerce, and a code of natural laws,
none of which has any bearing upon, or logical connection with, the
question at issue. I therefore ask you, gentlemen, to allow me to pur-
sue what I deem the only correct course under present circumstances,
and to declare your opinion of Mu, Owen’s course in the management
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particle upon the sense, we call sensation. Though it be a digression,
I would call upon the materialist. to reflect upon the wisdom and design
manifested in placing this sense exactly where it is. Air is the real
pabulum vitic[, but were it not for the locale of this sense, being in the
very channel through which this fluid passes into our lungs, how could
we discriminate between the salubrious and insalubrious qualities of
the air we inhale? We know the extent to which the most minute mias-
nuzta may affect our health; and although many of the odorous parti-
cles are so minute, or so weak in their impulse, as not to be sensibly
felt, yet still all the grosser and more common impurities are detected
by this sense. Now had the locale of this sense been in the hand, it
would have been useless for the preservation of health and life. Its
position therefore proves wisdom and design in its formation.

But to return, odors are material things; small particles of matter
flying off from bodies, so small as to be invisible. Now, had we not
this organ we should be deprived of all those ideas -which come by that
sense. We could not, without the sense of smelling, have any more
ideas of odors than a human hand could have of music. It would be
impossible to communicate to a man, born without the sense of smell-
ing, any idea of odors, because he would be without archetype, or anal-
ogy for the conception of any such idea. The corollary then is, that all
our ideas of this class are derived through the medium of this sense.

MR. OWEN’SELEVENTHADDRESS.

Each of these nine conditions appear to be necessary for the happi-
ness of man, and it is almost useless to state that, they cannot be ob-
tained under any of the governments, religions, laws, or institutions
by which the characters of men have been hitherto formed, or by
which they have been governed.

These conditions cannot be obtained in any society in which merit or
demerit are attributed for any belief, or faith whatever, or, for liking
or disliking any person or anything.

On the contrary, happiness can be ‘obtained and secured, only when
every member of society can freely express his thoughts and feelings,
and when all men shall understand the laws of human nature, so well,
that none shall be offended by thus acquiring an accurate knowledge
of the sensations which nature compels his fellow-beings to receive.

And these conditions can be enjoyed, only when a knowledge of the
laws of our nature shall remove all personal pride and individual self-
ishness, with all desire to possess any unnecessary private property.

And also, when men and women shall not be required to perjure
~hemselves, and promise wh% they have not the power to perform, be-
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Of an education to czdtivate from infancy, the physical, intellectual,
and moral powers in the best manner.

So little has been effected, upon this subject, by the laws, institu-
tions, and customs of men, that nearly the whole of the human race
are, at this hour, more ignorant of themselves, than they are of most
objects around them, while it is the first interest of all, that they
should be early taught to know themselves—to learn what manner of
beings they are,

Hitherto none have had their physical, intellectual, and moral pow-
ers cultivated from infancy, in the best manner, but every obstacle
which cunning could devise or force apply, has been placed in the way
of the mass of the people, in all countries, to prevent them from at-
taining knowledge. Consequently, the population of the world, is now,
in a most degraded condition, little better, indeed, than beasts of bur-
den, toiling uselessly, from morning to night without understanding
for what object. It has acquired a very small part only of the powers
which it might be made to possess, probably, not more than one out of
a million or many millions, for when all the best faculties of the hu-
man race shall be cultivated as they ought to be, from infancy, the
human mind, trained as it has been, is competent to estimate the ex-
traordinary results that may be attained. A statement greatly within
the truth on this subject would now startle the most sanguine.

Therefore in the new state of existence, arrangements will be
formed, not only to obtain fof man the best organization at birth; a
regular supply of the most wholesome food, the best habitation and
dress, with the best means to enjoy exercise, rest, recreation, and
amusement; but arrangements will be also formed, to bring out, into
full action, these extraordinary new powers, by training and cultivat-
ing from infancy to maturity, the physical, intellectual, and moral
faculties and qualities of alt the best manner.

MR. CAMPBELL’SELEVENTHREPLY.

Mr. Chairman: As this is so much of the evidence to be adduced in
support of my frien&.’s first proposition, I presume that I must submit
to hear it read; but I shall protest against its being read five times to
prove the five positions. If it had the charm of being a new theory—
if it had not been detailed to us before, and its practicability and
utility had not been tested by experiment, we might with more patience
and ,interest listen to the outline. But the experimtm$ made in the State
of I,r@iana.h,as gone. much farther to dissipate the influence of the illu-. .
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I was about to state some facts in proof, that the deaf cannot form
an idea of God, a future state, or of a human spirit. But I am in-
formed my half hour is out.*

MR. OWEN’S TWELFTH ADDRESS.

FOURTHCONDITION,

Of having the means and inclination to promote continually the hap-
~-ness of our fellow-beings, as far as owr power can be made to ex-
tend, and also to assist in increckng, as far as practicable, the en-

@?#-nents of all that has life.

The governments, religions, laws, institutions and practices, of the
world, have not been yet devised to promote the happiness of man, or
the comfort of animals. They have been contrived, rather, to insure
the misery of man, and the discomfort of animal life. The very sup-
position that man was organized by nature to give him the power to
think and feel according to his own pleasure, was of itself, when car-

●From some cause these facts were Ilot given in the Debate. l%e next speech
failed to call them forth. I shall just state one caee here, as a s~ecimen of the
documents alluded to. I believe all experiments yet made upon such persons
have proved that faith, m’ the knowledge of God, and of a Creator, has coml!
by hearing. By faith, Paul said, and not by re~son, “we knOw’ that the worlds
were made by the word of God.”. This case is extracted from “The Memoirs of
the Academy of Science at paris),—

“The son of a tradesman in C!hatres, who had been deaf from his birth, and
consequently dumb, when he was twenty .tbrt.e or twenty-four yt?ars of age,
began on a sudden to sOeak, without its being known that he had ever heard.
This event drew the attention of every one, and many believed it to be miracu-
lous. The young man, however, fiave a Ilain and rational account, by which
it appeared to proceed wholly from natural causes. He said that about four
months before he was surprimd by a NEW. and pleasing sensation, which he
afterward discovered to arise from the ringing of bells; that as yet he heard
with one ear, but afterward a kind of water came from his left ear, and theu he
could hear distinctly with both; and frmn this time he listened with the utmost
curiosity and attention to the rounds which accompany those motions of thu
lips which he had before remarked to convey ideas or meaning from one person
to another. In short, he was able to understand them, by noting the thing to
which they related and the action they produced. And after repeated attempts
to Imitate them when alone, at the end of fom months he thought himself able
to talk. He, therefore, without having intimated what has happened, began
at once to speidk, and affected to join in conversation, though with much more
imperfection than he w,as aware.

“Many divines Immediately visited him, tmd questioned him concerning God,
Und the soul, moral good, and evil, and mtny other students of the same kind;
but of all this they found him Ignorant, though he had been used to go to mass,
and had b(, en inx:ruc,ted in all the externals of devotion, as making the signs
Qf the rross, looking upward, krweling at proper seasons, and using gestures of
penitence, and prayer. Of death itself, which may be coniddered as 8. senslbte
object, he had very confused, and imperfect ideas, nor did it appear that he
had ever reflected upon it. Hls life was little mm-e tbsm animal, and sensitjve.
He seemed to be contented with the simple perception of such objects as he
could percdw?, and did not compare from him. It appeared, however, that his
understanding was vigorous, and his apprehensions quick, so that his intellectual
defects must have been caused, not by the barrenness of the soil, but merely
by the want of necessary cultivation.”
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not require money or extra provisions of any description, because they
will be equally at home, whereve~ they may wish to stop, f o~ a longer
or shorter period. .,. ,

The only condition to which they will be liable, is, that they shall
occupy themselves, as long as they remain in their new situation, in
the same manner in which they were employed in their former associ-
ation.

When the change is in progress, from the old to the new state of
existence, money of the countries to which the traveler is about to pro-
ceed will be supplied to him from the public treasury.

But rational, as all these reformed, or re-created beings will become,
under the new circumstances by which they can be surrounded, no
funds, or labor, of the societies, will be uselessly expended. They will
all distinctly perceive that a well-arranged economy, in the’whole pro-
ceedings of these communities, is the. true foundation of the highest
and most perman~nt prosperity.

Whatever temporary difficulties’ may arise, at frost, in bringing all
the requisite arrangements for traveling with ease, comfort, and gen-
eral benefit into practice, a little experience and perseverance, in right
principles, will soon overcome them.

MR. CAMPBELL’STWELFTH REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: There is a land in which there is no sickness, in
which, eating, drinking, and sleeping are unnecessary. I am well
aware that in argument so abstract in its nature as the present, we
cannot go into such details as to make every topic perfectly” apprehen-
sible to all. We have been attending to a brief analysis of our exter-
nal senses, and internal faculties. To aid the least accustomed to this
kind of reasoning, we shall present the substance in a new form. Let
us imagine that there are’ five worlds, and that we have a distinct or-
~an calculated exclusively for the use of each distinct world-that
there is a world of colors, cognizable by the eye; a world of sounds,
cognizable by the ear; a world of, odors, cognizable by the olfactory
:ense; a world of savors, cognizable by the taste; and a world of tacta,
ihat is, of the tactile properties of bodies, all the ideas belonging to
~~hich world are cognizable only by the sense of feeling. Now these
five worlds make up this one material world and all the properties
\-:hich belong to it; and he that lacks one of these organs or senses, is
forever debarred from that world of which it is the door.

Sensation is the name which philosophers have given to the exercise
of these senses, or rather to the operation by them which makes us
acquainted with the material wotld, Pe~ception is the name given to
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artificially taught to speak the mother’s language; but if language was
natural to man, all children would speak the same language. On the
hypothesis that the first pair were created in a state of infancy, or of
adolescence, the dii-liculty concerning the origin of language remains
equally inexplicable.

Children at birth, it is said, have been excluded by circumstances
from all access to the sound of the human voice; and after arriving at
maturity, it has been discovered that they have no more of the gift
of speech than brutes have; and from all the premises before us the
conclusion follows out irresistibly that speech is as legitimately the
subject of divine revelation as religion itself; or to express the con-
clusion in other words, the inevitable inference is, the idea of God,
altar, priest, victim, etc., is older than the names. But two ways only
can ideas be communicated: first, by presenting the archetype, or tha$
which produces the idea to the external sense; or, secondly, by speech,
describing the thing to be revealed or communicated by something al-
ready known. Now as the language of a people is the only infallible
test of their improvement and civilization, so the name of God, altar,
priest, victim, found among the most savage tribes of antiquity, in-
capable of abstract reason or sentimental refinement, is a positive
proof that none of them did ever invent the idea. This would be as
decisive proof, were all the premises, clearly understood, as the discov-
ery of a gold or silver coin or medal found among a people ignorant of
metals and their natures, would be, that they were not the makers, but
the finders or borrowers of this coin. I boldly assert here, and I court
objection to the assertion, that every principle of sound reasoning,
and all facts and documents in the annals of time, compel us to the
conclusion that the idea and name of God first entered the human
family by revelation. No man ever uttered a sentence more unphilo-
sophic, more contrary to human experience, observation, and righ;
reason, than Mirabaud, when he declared that .wzvages invented the
idea and name of God and spiritual existences. He might as well hav.
averred that savages, without firf+ without a mould, and without
metal, made the first gold coins.

,

MR. OWEN’S THIRTEENTHADDRESS.
My friends, I proceeded this forenoon as far as the eighth provision

necessary to human happiness: I have, therefore, only tQ read the
eighth and ninth in order to finish all I have before me; and then m}
friend, Mr. Campbell, and myself may come, perhaps, to closer quar-
ters.

~1-lereMr. Owen. readA to the end of tiw Appendix, and hia Mf ho~(i
is out.]

.
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Thus have I endeavored to sketch the outline of the causes of the
past and present errors, and evils among men; to deduce the princi-
ples of human nature from facts which change not, but which remain
the “same yesterday, to-day, and forever;” to show how those princi-
ples may be beneficially applied to practice, for the advantage of man-
kind, and how this change may be gradually effected throughout soci-
ety without injury to any individual of any class, sect, party, or coun-
try.

MR. CAMPBELL’STHIRTEENTHREPLY.

Mr. Chairman: I did not know that in undertaking to encounter
Mr. Owen with controversial weapons I was to combat with a divinity.
I did not know that his twel~e laws were to be received and inter-
preted as divine revelations. He has claimed the power of forgiving
us and himself all sins originating in his own singular and eccentric
course during the whole prosecution of this argument. He has laid
claim to the high attribute of understanding the secrets of all hearts.
He says that his facts and premises are of a dignity and high import
that none of us are able to comprehend! and seems to insinuate that
there are as many mysteries and incomprehensibilities in the new
revelation which he promulgates, as in the old one, which we have all
been taught to receive.

But, with all due deference to Mr. Owen’s new light of revelation,
I must protest against the liberties which he takes with our oracles,
He seems to be very fond of quoting from them. This must proceed
either from a desire to mislead US by passing off these sentences as ex-
pressive of his meaning in the commonly received sense of them, or
from his conviction that there is no book so eloquent and sublime as the
Bible, and thus he directly compliments the book which he opposes.

I did expect, in this contest, to have had to encounter the much-
boasted reason of the skeptics. In their zealous adoration of reason,
skeptics have ridiculed us as mere dupes for revering the light of the
sacred volume. I did expect that ar~rment, deduction, reason, proof,
the most exact and philosophical definitions, and the most minute
analysis of the physical and intellectual man, would have been adduced
by my opponent in this discussion. I was expecting to meet this for-
midable array of controversial forces; but to my utter astonishment,
I have not yet been encountered by a single syllogism. So far, my op-
ponent has offered us neither logical premises nor conclusions. Well,
perhaps we must overlook all this, and anticipate a new order o:
things. I have regretted the necessity of introducing the arg-mv
which I have nearly brought to a close, becar se it is neitlwr :.dttl) e i
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acted ? And yet this experience is the mighty engine by which my
friend expects to overturn everything founded on testimony!!*

MR. OWEN’SFOURTEENTH ADDRESS.

I wish to have the official copy of the points of debate, that I may
adhere strictly to them.

[Mr. Campbell hands the document to Mr. Ot.wm..}

My friends, I deem it the first duty of those who are contending only
for the truth, to concede everything they possibly can to an opponent.
I therefore most readily concede to Mr. Campbell that the Christian
religion was the foundation of the social system. When I was very
young, I was very religious, At seven, eight, nine, anti up to ten years
of age, I only read what are called good books. But at ten years of

*While reading over my debate with Mr. Owen, which I see is & good deal
in the Styie of my extemporalleow harangue-a good many unnecessary repe-
titions, and a too great diffuscnws in the argument, (though I hope this defect
will be advantageous to the common reader as it wiil keep the argument longer
before his mind, and relieve him from much abstract thinking). I disCover what
I call a more forcible proof of the ar.gumeut against the deistiaal nation of nat-
ti religion, or the supposed power we have to orginiate the idea of God, spirit,
angels, heaven, a future state, etc. I gave one forcibie proof, as I think, in
merely asking Mr. Owen to originate the idea of a sixth sense. This, I think,
15 an irresistible proof, that the human mind, however cultivated, haa not the
power of originating an idea entirely new. But perhaps the following puzzie
will carry conviction fart her and deeper than any argument yet adduced upon
this subject.

We know three words-one by sense, &nd two by faith_I say we are in
possession of ideas concerning three worlds; the present material world, pe8-
sessing as we now think, various combir~ationa of forty elements. This iS the
mundane system. The nthor two me Heaven and Hell, or a state of future
bliss and future woe. Beside these, from some expressions found in the scrip-
tures, concerning the intermediate state from death to the resurrection, some
have fancied a state calied Pnrgfbtory. This is, however, only in part fanciful,
becauae there is a state of separation of spirit and body, which was, the data
for this idea. I ask all the atheists and skeptics, of every name, to fancy anY
other world—a fourth world—and to give us a single idea of it, not borrowed.
in whole or in part, from the three already known. If, with all the lUteUeCt.
which science and philosophy have given them, they cannot dn this, how, in
the name of common sense, can they say that savages, when they had but this
globe, or a knowledge of one world, could originate two others? If but two
WOrdC, Earth and Hea~en, had yet been known, without revelation, it wouid
have been just as diflicult to have originated a third, as it 16 now to originate
a fourth. If then, any skeptic, deist, or atheist, in these United Stat=% will ten
me what a sixth mnse or a fourth world would be, I will then concede that
thie philosophic argument is not conclusive; till then I must think that it ia-
till then I must think that it exterminates every system of Skepticism in the
world. Here I must retort upon all atheists in a way which their own system
teache% me. You gentlemen, deny that there is what we call a Creator, and
that you are creatures. But, in truth, You give to man all the powers we give
to God; You believe and teach that we Christians have created two warldc out
of nothing, and filled them with inhabitants. The atheists, for their bodies and
souls (if they have any), cannot get along with their own ayetem without a

~cmmtor. They give to Christitms all the attributes which Chrietiane give to God.
They say that we Christians have created two worlds out of nothing, and have
filled them with inhabitants, by the mere strength of our omnipotent imagina-

.tlon ! If this be not good logic, on their Premlaes, I will consent to go to sch-@
again, Will some of the club show us that the conchteimr is illogical?
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religion taught by Confucius, by Moses, or by Mahomet; but we will
contend with you to the death for the divine truth of that holy reli-
gion which has been delivered to us of this district and to our fathers
from time immemorial.” The attachment of the inhabitants of the
different regions of the earth to their respective religions seems to be
but a mere local kind of attachment. When asked why they believe
their peculiar religion to be the only true one, they reply, “Because
we have been born in this part of the world, and have been taught
that we ought so to believe.” At present I shall say no more, having
placed the matter thus plainly before you. Mr. Campbell has now a
fair opportunity to prove that these twelve laws are not based upon
facts, or being founded in truth, that they are in unison with Chris-
tianity. I do not think it would be unfair to ask Mr. Campbell to pro-
ceed forthwith in reply to the mass of matter which has been pre-
sented; that I ought to put my document into his hands and allow him
ample time to digest and refute it. Mr. Campbell has now either to
lose his cause a~together, or to make me a Christian.

In repl?j to a dictum from the Chair, Mr. Owen said—
1 willingly adopt the suggestion from the Chair, and shall proceed

to-morrow to demonstrate the opposition between Christianity and
these facts, although Mr. Campbell ought, as he engaged, to show their
accordance with each other.

MR. CAMPBELL’SFOURTEENTHREPLY.

I am glad there is now a probability of coming to close quarters
with my friend and opponent.

[Here the Honorable Chaimnan vose and stated, the impresswn O}
the Board to be, that the affirmative of the proposition% now in debate
vests with Mr. Owen. Unless he mdce owt the affirmative, that his
facts are irreconcilable to the Christian religion, he fails to esbablidt
his proposition. The bare proof ov admission of the twelve facts by
no means estab~ishes the proposition of Mr. Owen. It is one thing to
law down fade and prove them to be true, a%d another thing to ascer-
tain the legitimate results from these facts. Mr. Owen sticeeds but
in part when he proves his facts. Zf the argument were to be sus-
pended, Mr. Owen’s proposition would not be suetai~d. Holding the
affirmative of the proposition, Mr. Owen’s onus probandi is not only
to show that his facts m-e true, but that they we irreooncikzble to
Christianity, and all other religions aesumed to be vem”tabh WS-”
tWl&.] .

. ‘Nr. Owen rises-Mr. Chairman.:” ‘~I accord with this view of “We
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tations from the moment of their transpiration down to our pres-
ent times*

MR. OWEN’S FIFTEETH ADDIUWL

Mr. Chairman: I do not discover anything in my friend, Mr. Camp-
beI1’s, last address, that requires an immediate reply. I shall, there-
fore, proceed further to demonstrate, from my manuscript, the igno-
rance which has pervaded the world Up to the present time. I had
proceeded to the sixth law when my half hour expired. I now come
to the seventh, [Hero MY. Owen beg{ns to reed, commencing on the
sub ject of the cwoertain~t of the standard num.br of individuals to
be cong~egated in social union, so M to give to each the greatest ad-
vantages with the fewest inconveniencfw.~

[Mr. Owen reads to the fifteenth law, and here wmanks :]—
And, therefore, there will be no selection or election to office, and

every one at an early age will discover that at the proper period of
life he will have an equal right with all, to be in possession of his full
and fair share of the government of society; there will be no election-
eering artifices; no detraction of private character; no jarring of in-
terests, or collision about the distribution of office.

[JZr. Owen gets to the twentg-third law, and here he remarks:]
You will observe, my friends, that, by these arrangements, we shall

save the enormous waste of time and money ti which religion now
subjects us, a~rd we shall be relieved from the still more enormous
expense of all its vice and injustice.

[Mr. Owen ~eti to the twenty-fifth law, and observes:]
These, my friends, will make in our new state of existence, just

twenty-seven laws, very plain and easily to be understood, and most
effectual for all the purposes of society. You will presently learn
that truth is always simple; that there is so much more harmony,
unison, and consistency in all its pRrts, that there can be no difficulty
in comprehending and acting upon it.

When we remove the priests, iawyers, warriora, merchants, etc.,
what a happy state of society shall we enjoy! None of us shall have

*We have found some difficulty in ascertaining exactly how much of Mr.
Owen’s manuscript was read at each time during this day. The reporter gen-
erally states the page on which Mr. Owen began and ended; but it one or two
cases this was omitted, or so ambiguously done, that we are not certain that
we have, in every instance, given the exact amount read. Another difficulty
was, that some remarks interspersed with these readings were dffScult to place
in their proper places, None of these difdctdties, however, in the least affected
the argument. But as there were a few remarke which were not ushered in
their proper places, we shall give them here, that every word of the report of
Mr. Owen’s speechee may be published. These remarks were made somewhere
while Mr. Owen was reading hie code of laws. We put them numbra O( the
laws under which we suppose these remarks were made,-Ed.
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MR. CAMPBELL’SFXFTEENTHREPLY.

Mr. Chabnzan: In the first. place, I beg leave to post up the argu-
ment so far as prosecuted. I therefore submit the following items by
way of recapitulation-Imprimis: We have shown that my friend’s
system of necessity, renders men as incapable of society and of moral
and civil government as if they were trees, stones, or machines. To
this refutation of his system, Mr. Owen has, as yet, paid no attention.
2d. We have shown that Mr. Owen’s system is not founded upon any
philosophic analysis of the physical, intellectual, or moral man. 3d.
We have shown that, so far as religion is concerned, Mr. Owen’s oppo-
sition to it has been principally founded upon a palpable error, viz:
that man’s volition has no power over his belief. To this argument
he has not thought proper to reply. 4th. That his system is radically
defective in this—that it leaves entirely out of view our power of ac-
quiring information through testimony. 5th. That his system ascribes
to imagination a creative power which it does not possess. 6th. That,
according to Mr. Owen’s views, it was impossible to account for the
derivation or existence of the spiritual ideas and language now preva-
lent in the world. 7th. That his twelve facts, admitting them to be
true, fall far short of presenting a view of the whole man; and, con-
sequently, that every system founded upon them must fail to furnish
objects commensurate with man’s capacity of enjoyment, or the dignity
of his intellectual nature. To not one of these capital items has Mr.
Owen replied. As Mr. Owen has very courteously presented me with
a copy of his twelve facts, I may present him with some notes in
writing, in the shape of objections to some of his fundamental
points.

The objection that my friend has been urging this morning against
Christianity, reminds me of certain objection which I have heard to
the revolution of this globe round the center of the planetary system.
In speaking of the sphericity of the earth, I have, in language adapted
to w.dgar apprehension, informed the uninfomned and illiterate, that
this earth was round as a ball. They have replied that they were very
sure this statement was untrue, because they perceivd hills, moun-
tains, valleys, and a very uneven surface, which, as they conceived,
were altogether irreconcilable with the rotundity of this globe. In like
manner they have objected to the immobility of the sun. They reply,
“We see the sun move; we see it rise in one place and set in another;
and if the earth moved round the sun, the position of our plantations
and houses must necessarily be shifted: your theory about the earth
and sun, then, is contrary to our experience and observation.” Now,

TLC











204 DEBATE ON THE

most momentous import, and the most irresistible influence. The
course adopted by my opponent, in this debate, has compelled me to
introduce at this stage of the argument the evidences that not only
the institutions of the passover, circumcision, the redemption of the
first-born, but that divers other commemorative institutions and ritual
observances of the Jewish law warrant us in the conclusion that
the whole system of the Jewish religion is an antetypical symbolic
attestation in proof of the divine mission of the Messiah. And now,
as I do not wish immediately to introduce another part of the subject,
I resign the floor to my opponent.

MR. OWEN’S SIXTEENTH ADDRESS.

My Fricn.ds: Our debate is to be published, and therefore the mat-
ter advanced by the disputants ought to be such as to command
serious reflection, and to exercise the most discriminating powers of
our judgment; for this sole reason have I, on divers and sundry
occasions in the course of this discussion, pretermitted all reply to
my friend, Mr. Campbell’s catechisms. Being quite familiar with the
whole range of my friend’s arguments and topics, I have been per-
fectly aware that the further they were pursued, the more mazy,
intangible, and interminable the argument would become; and I have
therefore been most desirous to keep your attention riveted, if pos-
sible, to pIain, simple, tangible matters of fact, and to those thinge
from which we may derive the highest practical benefit and utility to
ourselves and to our posterity—I desired to keep your judgment and
discrimination constantly in exercise, and your imagination out of
play. But were I to recognize, even indirectly, that a dissertation
concerning Pharaoh and his host—the God who created Pharaoh
and hardened his heart, so that he WOUIC1not let the people go—who
dezcended from heaven to cover the earth with all sorts of loath-
some and noxious vermin—were I, I say, to recognize a dissertation
of the flux and reflux of the Red Sea, and the causiug of the un-
congealed water to stand up perpendicularly, on each side of its
margin, like paralleI stone wails in k lane; were I to recognize the
narrative of these and other marvels, with which we have been
edified, as at all relevant or pertinent to the point of debate at pree-
ent before us, I should, upon reflection on my conduct, certainly come
to the wnclusion, that, when I consented to waste my time and you>s,
in this puerile way, I was out of my senses. Once, for all, my friends,
I wish to state distinctly that I cherish good feelings toward my
friend, Mr. Campbell. I am sure he is entirely conscientious, anti
that he is, with an honest zeal, exerting himself to make you to believe
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my perusal as ever the map of any country was presented to you.
Therefore I cannot be surprised at anything I hear or see. I can
immediately trace the effect to its cause; and if you too, my friends,
only possessed this knowledge, so easily to be attained, it would min-
ister to you a joy, peace, and consolation, that you would not exchange
for all the world possesses.

MR. CAMPBELL’S SIXTEENTH REPLY.

Mr. Chairman: My friend, Mr. Owen, in his last address, has ad-
vanced a great many assertions, the bearing of which, upon tbe
subject before us, I cannot perceive, unless, indeed, Mr. Owen’s
experience it to be received as tantamount to incontrovertible proof.
But my opponent, numerous as his assertions are, advances nothing
tangible. He avers, indeed, that he has no attachment to metaphy-
sics; that he contemns metaphysical speculations, and seems plainly
to insinuate that I wished either in whole or in part ta base my
defense of Christianity upon hair-breadth metaphysical subtilties.
Now, I confidently appeal to every individual in this assembly,
whether my principal, my sole aim, has not been to disentangle the
evidences of Christianity, and every point connected with this con-
troversy, from what was metaphysical or abstract. In the course
of this discussion have I not tendered an issue to my opponent upon
several points? So vague and indefinite is my” opponent in the use
of his terms, that I do not even know what he means by the word
fact. [Here Mr. Owen dejines a fact to be that which exists.] Well,
now, we have my friend’s definition of the word fact; he tells us a fact
is that which exists; but I apprehend that no philologist will assent
to this definition of the word. At this time my opponent relies upon
twelve facts, which are to subvert all other historic facts and evi-
dences in the world. These twelve facts, then, must be more puissant
than Aaron’s rod; than the ten categories of Aristotle; than the
twelve tables of the Decemvivi; than the precepts of the decalogue;
or any code of laws or systems of legislation ever invented. For, by
these twelve facts, every ~eligious impression is to be obliterated;
every religious idea is to be annihilated. Upon these twelve facts
are founded an entirely new theory of man, and a universal moral
renovation. Sometimes these are twelve divine laws of human nature;
sometimes twelve logical propositions to be demonstrated; and then,
twelve facts more potent than the rod of Moses. But out of all these
twelve wonderful facts, where is the tangible fact before us? We
have been told that a fact is thatwhtih miets; but a stone exists;.
and so does a tree, an idea, an opinion, But can we logically say that
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Moses was commissioned by God, and that the Jewish religion is a
divine revelation.

MR. OWEN’S SEVENTEENTH ADDRESS.

My Fr&nds: You see these two books which I hold in my hands;
here is one, and here is the other; do these two books added together
make three books or two? Now, do you suppose that if, after such
demonstration as this, I were to preach to you for many years, I could
ever succeed in convincing you that one added to one made three?
Now, this is a fair illustration of the difference between Mr. Camp-
bell’s arguments and my own. I place most distinctly and palpably
before you the fact that one and one make two-Mr. Campbell, in con-
formity with his early impressions, is exerting all his rhetoric to
persuade you to believe that one and one make three; and this erro-
neous belief was forced into his mind by his early training and subse-
quent education-he could not avoid receiving it, and how can he help
retaining it? He has truly, therefore, been using great ingenuity in
attempts to convince you that facts are not facts, as we see them; but
that one and one make three.

Let us, however, my friends, try and get back to the investigation of
facts, for these alone can give us real knowledge. We will therefore
proceed to the investigation of the sixth law of our nature, which is
one of those divine laws that we are now to analyze, and which is
moreover one of those stumbling-blocks, one of those difficulties which
Mr. Campbell cannot get over; one of those things which he calls in-
tangible, because he can make no impressions upon them.

This sixth law is, “That each individual is so c~eatsd, that he must
believe according to the strongest impressions that can be made upon
his feelings, and other faculties, while his belief in no case, depends
upoh his will.” Now, Mr. Campbell has very justly told you that reli-
gion is founded entirely upon faith, and thus we come in direct contact
with each other. We cannot escape direct collision. When I once
have ocular proof that one and one make two, there is no power on
earth that can convince me they make three. After our ocular sense
has become fully possessed of the truth of this simple fact, we may go
farther, and say, that if all the divines and all the religions in the
world were to say that one and one make three, we would find it im-
possible so far to control our will as to believe it. Now, when I know
that I have not one particle of power over my belief; that what I shall
be compelled to believe has never in the slightest degree, depended
upon my will, how is it possible for me to believe that the being who
formed me and ~eflj.ed my naj~’me. and subjected it to the resistless
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sincere affection among mankind. Indeed, I see very plainly every
step of the practice by which this state of general happiness is to be
attained. And the first preparatory step is, that all men should be dis-
abused of the errors implanted by their early local circumstances and
instruction, in order that their knowledge should be all fotincled in
facts, and not derived, as now, from the imaginations of our ignorant
ancestors, who were without the valuable experience acquired since
their day. If I could so far impress upon the people of Cincinnati the
value of the knowledge to be derived from the twelve fundamental
principles of human nature, derived from daily &isting facts, as to
give them a sufi.cient degree of interest to examine whether they are
true or false; my conviction is that a large majority, if not the whole
population, would be convinced that they are true. It would not then
be difficult to direct to the means by which you might all become vir-
tuous, intelligent, independent, and happy. I do not say that this
change could be effected in you to the same extent that your adoption
of these laws in practice would enable you to effect in your children.
The Iatter would have so little comparatively to unlearn in habit, and
to unassociated in their minds, that they would soon exhibit to you a
state of human happiness and enjoyment of which it has never entered
into the heart of man to conceive-and this happiness of theirs, after
a short time, would be so strongly reflected back upon yourselves, that
a large increase of happiness would accrue to you. My friends, this
is no chimera existing only in my imagination. No! I have seen with
my own eyes this beautiful effect produced upon a whole population.
I have seen the children of some of the most ignorant and deformed in
their habits and conduct, more amiable, interesting, and happy, than
the most sanguine could anticipate under the other injurious circum-
stances in which they were placed, and have seen that happiness and
the influence of the superior characters which were formed for these
children, most strongly and most beneficially reflected back upon their
parents.

MR. CAMPBELL’SSEVENTEENTHREPLY.

That my opponent labors under some sort of mental illusion is most
apparent from his style of reasoning and argument. He has held
two books before your eyes, and asked you if he did not hold one in
either hand, and whether one plus one equal three. Now, in the name
of common sense, what bearing had this ocular appeal upon the sub-
ject matter in controversy? What is the extent of the mental halluci-
nation exhibited by Mr. Owen? It seems to me to be of a character
with that of the herbalist, who would attempt to ascertain the specific
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But this same people, being a traveling people, carried their oracles
with them everywhere; and by this universal promulgation of them
communicated to all nations the confident expectation that some won-
derful person was to be born, through whose influence there was to be
brought about a universal revolution in society; through whom a new
order of things was to arise, and the world be blest thereby. For this
universal promulgation of the Jewish record, all nations fondly cher-
ished the idea, that at the very time of the actual birth of the Messiah,
a person in that character should appear in the land of Judea; the
Roman Poet* sings of it; all nations had arrived at a uniformity and
universality of anticipation in this matter, and in the reign of Augus-
tus, there was not a nation which was not as fully prepared as the
Jews to anticipate the advent of the Messiah.

MR. OWEN’S Eighteenth ADDRESS.

My Friends: As I mentioned this forenoon, I might, with safety, rest
this portion of this discussion entirely upon the last law that I have
read. My friend, Mr. Campbell, deems it a metaphysical question. 1

conceive it to be entirely a question of fact. And 1 thinlz the whole
point was conceded when Mr. Campbell discovered that he could not
disbelieve Christianity, or believe Mahometanism at will. However,
it is necessary that the subject should be presented in every varied
point of view, in order to enable men to unassociated their early im-
planted ideas opposed to it. Mr. Campbell was a little surprised to

discover that this was one of the old laws of nature for which I have
been contending; but truth is immutable; it is the same to-day that
it has ever been, and will ever continue to be. Therefore, in all future
preachings, after the truth shall be clearly and fully developed, there
will be no occasion to ‘have any more texts of scripture than is con-
tained in these twelve laws; for they will ever remain immutably true,
and be a foundation for an ample code of moral law, sufficient to lead
us unerringly to every beneficial practical result.

There were a great number of statements in Mr. Campbell’s last

●Note by the ~rt,er.-TIm lmrnmnIcws genius of the Mantuan bard, has
caught us in all the cha,rrna of his exquisite muse, the expectations of the Ro-
man world, upon this subject. A few years before the birth of Christ, VIRGIL
sings of him like one inspired: “The last age (saith he) is at iength arrived,
predicted by the prophets of Cumae. The great order of ages begins to circle
anew: jUStice returns to the earth, and the peaceful reign of Saturn: and frOm
heaven descends a new and divine offspring. He shall ruie the tranquil world
with his father’s virtues. Soon the great months shali begin to roil on, and
every vestige of our former crimes shall be effaced. Enter on thy mighty
work, O son of Supreme Jove, dear offspring of the gods. ”

Late researches into the antiquities of Judea, Persia, and China, show that
the same traditions and hopes existed in the most distant eastern nation8. —
Vide Asiatic reseamhes, Indian a.ntiuuities. Pierre du Hold’s History of China.
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create disunion among mankind as religion. At the same ~“ent
when a Eystem waa introduced and adopted, ascribing merit or de
merit to any particular opinions, likings, or dislikings, was the foun-
dation laid for all the dissensions among mankind, which have ever
distracted the world. I need not, my friends, refer you to the reli-
gious wara and DMLESZUTSS~f former times, or to tbe angry con-
troversies of our forefathers, when they were debating what mys-
teries or absurd creeds should be devised to be forced into the minds
of human beings from their birth; nor need I refer you to all the
public calamities which religious dissensions have caused among
various nations of the earth. I need only refer you to your own
experience of the divisions and jarrings, bad feelings and passions,
which occur in families and neighborhoods, solely because they can-
not force themselves to think alike on the subjwt of religion. You
find mankind everywhere herding in sects and parties, excluding
from their fraternal sympathies, all who possess a different faith.
These differing creeds form an impassable barrier to keep asunder
the various religious sects and parties. See how the Christians and
Turks are now contending against each other. Chfistiani@ arrayed
on the one side and Mahometanism on the other. Why, my friends,
tigers could not be more savage than they are, or exhibit conduct
more irrational.

Ma. CAMPBELL’SEIGHTEENTHREPLY.

I had hoped, Mr. Chairman, that the document which I presented to
Mr. Owen on the subject of his favorite position, would have merited
his consideration; that the objections which I there offered to his fa-
vorita thesis would have conwnmuled som ? attention; that before w
peating, and rehemsing, and then re-reciting his twelve propositions,
he would have made an effort to reply to these objections. But, in-
stead of such an attempt, my opponent has repeated, almost verbatim,
what he had antecedently told us at least three or four times. I must
again solicit an exposition of some of the important terms which my
opponent uses; for axample, I solicit, and I have a right to claim from
him, his definition of the term fact, the term millenn~ and the term
heuven These are terms of very frequent recurrence in my oppc+
nent’s vocabulary; and I think it more than probable that the ideas
which we attach to these nmnes differ, toto oaelo, from those which are
attached to them by my opponent. That knowledge, sincerity, and can-
dor, which my opponent so much extols, would not appear disadvanb+
gmusly in himself on this occasion. It is a disingenuous and unfair
imposition upon us to use terms except in their current application,
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the body remained with the embalmers, which Herodotus tells us what
8eventy day8. This explains why the E~tians mourned for Israel
threescore and ten days. During the time the body lay in niter, and
when in the compass of thirty days this was reasonably well &acted,
the remaining fort~ of Diodorus were employed in anointing it with
@DS and Spices topreserve it, which wee the proper way ta embalm
it; and this explains the meaning of the for@ days which were ful-
filled for Israel, being the. days of those which were embalmed. Thus
the two Greek writers are reconciled, and they and scripture are mu-
tually explained and supported by each other.*

By the way, we may remark, that the infidel objection against Jos-
eph for making the free monarchy of Ii&y@ des@ic, is without foun-
dation. The law-giving power Pharmh did not transfer, but remrved
it in his own hands in these words: “Only on tb throne will Z be
~reater than thou.” Joseph, as prime minister, administers justice; but
Pharaoh guards to himself the prerogative of giving law. In com-
manding the people to give their money, cattle, and lands b Pharaoh,
it is reasonable to conclude that this law emanated frcan Pharaoh

In one sentence, we may atlirm that the farther we penetrate into
remote antiquity, the more reason we will have to place implicit con-
fidence in the divine mission of Moa~

MR. OWEN’S NINETEENTH&XSUXIS.

My fO-iends: Mr. Campbell has very correctly informed us that the
Christian scriptures do not in direct terms command us to tell lies, to
steal, and to conunit all sorts of crimes. But if we are told h do one
thing, and circumstances of our nature irresistibly compel us to an-
other thing directly opposed to the precept, we are by such precapta
compelled to speak falsehood continually. The fact cm be easily es-
tablished, that throughout all Christendom there is very little truth
spoken between man and man; and it is the Christian religion which
has created the Christian character. I am told that trnth is much
more generally spoken among the Mussehnen than among the Chris-
tians; but there cen be very little truth spoken by either party. I
recommend to my young female friends here not to speak the truth
upon many subjects most interesting to their happiness through life,
because, if they did, they might lay their account in mesting all man-
ner of persecution and inconvenience. Nor did I recommend in a pre-
ceding address that the gospel ministirs of the pr .wnt day should he
paid for disseminating and perpetuating falsehmd, which, to my c-

●Wnrburton’aDlvlne xmgdlon, vol. a, PD.40, 47.
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than had this same tribe of Lwi. There is nothing more true, my
friends, than that religion has been the primary cause of all the
poverty that has for ages past atBicted the world. You have all of
you received your religious notions at an age so early that your
reasoning faculties have been thereby not only injured, but, in the
majority of case% destroyed to an extent which cannot be estimated
or understmd by the great mass of the present adult population. In
consequence, the mind of man, instead of being rationally directed h
dismver what is best for human nature, haa tin so perverted as to
consider the acquisition of wealth as the grand desideratum, and to
appropriate millions to themselves while their fellows were starving
around them, as the eummzmn Zmnum of hnman felici~. Now it was
my lot to commence the world with no property at all; and since that
time I have experienced as gradual’ a change of fortune upward as
most individuals, but I never found that I enjoyed happiness as wealth
increased, or in proportion to any expenditure. I never found that
I could ea~ dri~ or sleep any more in a state of affiuen~ than
when through my own industry I procured the simple necessaries of
life in comfort But I found by experience, that when I had the most
wealth I had the most care and anxie~. I have lived on intimate
tams with some very wealthy mem-some of them possessing a prop
erty estimated at several hundred thousand, and millions sterling.
These men I have studied closely, and I think them and their familiea
less happy than many whom I have known with little more than
barely sufficient to supply the necessary wants of life. If it were not
for the aberrations of the human mind, originating in the errors of
religion, we should scon discover the means of creating and enjoying
an ample supply of the best of everything for human nature, and of
cultivating our physical and intellectual faculties to a comparatively
high degree of perfection.

?& CAMPBEIL%NINETEENTH-Y.

If we be mere particles of matter, self-existing, or derived from the
great whole, or entirely material, springing from the earth and re-
turning thereto again, and that the less of this world’s goods we have
the better-let us eat and dri~ for to-morrow we die.

I must correct an allusion of my opponent to the Levitical priest-
hood. I observed that the consecration of this priesthood was desig-
nated to be the most effectual commemorative monument, because it
was compelling the passions of the people to attuat and perpetuate the
remembrance of the fact of their redemption from Egypt. The de
stroying angel passed over the land, and destroyed the first-born of
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short every species of land animals all in paira. He tmk them all
in; and Jupiter had ordered it so, that they neither did him nor one
another the least injury, but lived and sailed together in perfect
harmony, during the continuance of the flood, all in the same
chest.’ ‘This I was told by the Greeks. In addition to which the
Hierapolitans relate, that a large chasm was provided in their
country to absorb the water; and that Deucalion, after seeing it
thus disposed of, raised altars and built a temple to Juno, over the
chasm. It was but a small hole in the earth when I saw it; but
how much larger it might have been formerly, when it held so much,
I cannot take upon me to say. However, as a proof of what they
advance, water is brought twice in the year, from the sea to the
tiple, not only by the priests, but from the whole country far and
near, by Syrians, Arabiansp and great multitudes beyond the
Euphratas. It is emptied in the temple, and runs into the opening
How, which, small as it is, takes in such a quantity as is truly
amazing. This, it seems, was a law of Deucalion, to perpetuate the
memory of his deliverance from the general calamity.’

“Various Pagan historians speak of MoaeE, the lawgiver of the
Jews: Diodonm Siculus calls him a man of most superior wisdom and
courage. He mentions the departure of Israel from Egypt; of their
advancing into Palestine, and seizing upon a number of cities, particu-
larly Jerusalem. He speaks of their worship, their tribes, their code
of laws, by which they were kept separate from every other people; of
the priesthood appointed in one family; of judges, instead of kings,
being appointed t.a decide all controversies among them; of the supe-
rior authority being vested in the chief priests; and that Moses con-
clhded the volume of his laws with claiming for them divine inspira-
tion. Strabo also mentions various particular respecting Moses.
Eupolimus likewise celebrates him as being the fmet wise man, and
the inventor of letters, which the Phoenicians received from the Jews,
and the Greeks from the Phoenicians.”

MR OWEN’S TWENTIETHADDRESS..

MV Ftinok: Mr. Campbell put to me yesterday one or two ques-
tions, to which he requested a reply. One of these questions was
whether Z believed in t~ testimuny of history. Now, I believe the his-
torical fact recorded in Roman history, that Cmar conquered Porn;
pey, and that Ceesar was assassinated in” the sena~house; and I be
lieve a certain number of the prominent and leading facts of all his-
tories which seem to be generally atteat.d, and upon what is deemed
the best authority that can be obtained, when not opposed by the
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and debasing etTects of the various religions of the world, bowing down
the minds of mankind to receive the teachings of a few ignorant mor-
tals, who pretend to ins@uct them in, to them, incon=ivable heavenly
mysteries, children, by the time they arrive at the age of ten years,
might with ease to their instructors, and great delight to themselves,
be trained to the acquisition of more Imowlcdge than is at present poE-
aeassd by any priests, or all the priests in the world. Then, my friends,
we come nat to that charity which it ia necessary to possess in devis-
ing a system for the education of children; and the only barrier that I
Imow of, to the introduction of the most neceassry charity, is religion.
But so long as religion is tolerated, this charity also, can find no resb
ing-place upon earth.

MR. Cwn=’s TWENTIEI’H REPLY

“A copious history of the Jewish legislator is given by Antapanua,
in which the oppression of the Israelites; the flight of Moses irh
Arabia, and his subsequent marriage; a circumstance similar b
that of the burning bud; his divine commission b deliver his
countrymen; the transformation of hia rod into a serpent; the
various plagues of Egypt, the spoiling of the Egyptians; the passage
through the Red Sea; the deatmction of Pharaoh and his host;
and the support of the Israelites by manna in the wilderness, are
all mentioned. He is further said to have been the person whom
the Greeks call Museus, the perceptor of the celebrated Orpheus.
The same author asserts that the passage of the Israelite through
the Red Sea was not unknown to the Heliopolitans, who gave the
following account of that enpernatural transaction. ‘The ki~
of Egypt, as soon as the Jews had departed from his country,
pursued them with an immense army, bearing along with him the
consecrated animals. But Moses having, by the divine command,
struck the waters with his rod, they parted asunder, and aiTorded
a free passage to the Israelites. The Egyptians attempted to follow
them, when fire suddenly flashed in their facea and the sea, re-
turning to its usual channel, brought a universal destruction upon
their whole army.’

“The circumstance of the Egyptians being stick with Iightming, as
well as being overwhelmed by the waves, is memtioned in the 77th
Psalm, although unnoticed in the Pentateuch.

“Diodorua Siculus relates, that the Ichthyophagi, who lived near
the ~d Sea, had a tradition handed down to thm through a long line
of ancestors, that the whole bay was once laid bare to the very bot-
tom, the waters retiring to the opposite shores; mid that they after-
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imposition upon our language and feelings. What is the import of M
word feeJing? What does Mr. Owen mean by applying the term ldiof
to the strongest impressions made upon our ferli~a? If I put my fin-
ger int.a the fire, I feel that I am burned; but according to Mr. Owen’s
use of terms, from this feeling results my belief that I am burned; and.
I ough~ to speak in his style, to say that I belieue I am burned, and
that this belief is involuntary. We have protested already against this
licentious use of terms. We have afirmed that the term behf cannot
have referenos to our sensations, but can only be applied legitimately
to matters dependent upon testimony; that where there is no testimony
there am be no belief. It is common, we admit, to say that we have
the testimony of our own eyes, or ears, but this is language merely eu-
logistic of the utility and perfections of those organs; but in strict
propriety of speech, we cannot use the term belief where there is nei-
ther ~ writt~ or traditiomz.,?teatinwn~. But, with Mr. Owen, the
word belief is nonwn generalieeimum-a word of the grentest general
and comprehensive signification-almost equivalen~ in the latitude in
which he uses it, to a universal language. If I feel hot or cold, or wet
or dry, or sick or well, weary, or refreshed, according to Mr. Owen’s
latitudinous use of the word, I must say that I believe that I feet aU
these varied sensations.

He says that each individual is so created that he must believe ac-
cording to the strongest impression made upon his eye, or ear, or nose,
or heart, or any appetite, passion, or power which he possesses; or, in
other words, fire will bum him, water will drown him, and the breese
will cool him whether he will it or not; and, therefore, this belief is in-
voluntary. From such confusion of terms we may infer that there is a
corresponding confusion of ideas; for confusion of terms is the off-
spring either of confusion of ideas, or a mistake of the meaning of
terms. Whatever a person clearly conceives, he can clearly express.
Verbs eeguntum res; or, in English—words follow ideas, is a true and
instructive maxim. Whole systems of error, when analyzed, have been
found to proceed from a misapprehehsion and misapplication of terms.
And, indeed, I am not without very considerable misgivings that this
may be one radical cause of the illusion which has captivated my
friend and opponen~ Mr. Owen.

MR. OWEN’S TWENTY-M ADmtEss

Mu F-: In this discussion, I am to prove and establish certain
pointi. Mr. Campbell, on the other hand, has undertaken to disprove
them. The course I have pursued plainly indicates how much I wish
b reply to Mr. Campbell’s observations, whenever he brings forward
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it will be found quite easy to practice, ta make every individual of the
second generation greatly superior to the preEent; and beyond all com-
parison, superior to any human being whose character has bean
formed under the old systems of the world.

I have now gone through the four clauses of this part of the subject.
I have given you my reasons for being compelled to believe that ~
religions have been founded in the ignorance of man, that they are
opposed ta the unchanging laws of our nature, and are the renl source
of vice, disunion, and misery of every description; and that they are
now the only bar to the formation of a society over the earth, of virtue, ‘
intelligence, and happinesa.

We now come to the last cause of the subjec~ which is, that these
religions can no longer be maintained, except through the ignorance o~
the masa of the people, and the tyranny of a few over that mass.

Do you know, my friends, that the beginning of this week in this
place was the first period in the history of man, when truths the most
simple in their nature, and the most important ta the happiness and
well-being of man, could be publicly spoken? There never has been any
antecedent time, in the history of any country, in which any individual
haa bean permitted to speak as I have done.

Mr. c~’s TWENTY-FtSSTREPLY

We would suppose, from the various oracular predictions which my
friend delivere, that he was a prophet. He has been giving us predic-
tion upon prediction; but unfortunately his prophetic reputation ia not
uniformly sustained by the accomplishment of former predictions. The
treachery of his former predictions forbids confidence in the present.
We waited past the time for the fulfillment of his prophecy, three
years ago uttered, that Cincinnati would become a deserted or eva-
cuated city before two years; that the citizens would all migrate to
New Harmony. But we still fmd a few people living here, and tie
sound of the worlarmn’a hammer is yet heard in the streets.

I concluded my last addrees by remarking that the document read to
you, and presented to my friend, was drawn up with a view h elicit a
discussion of Mr. Owen’s favorite position. I have done everything in
my power to bring him to an issue on this point, but with what anccaas
you all see We have given you definitions of the terms fact, f&th,
ttwtimong, etc.; but all that we can elicit from Mr. OWCIIis a reitera- f
tion of the assertion that everything which exists is a fact; that is, if
his library contains ten thousand books, it consiste of exactly ten
thousand facts. Now this is a language as novel and atrange as is
the theory of Mr. Owen.
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the application of principkw founded upon obswvation, ad w c.srtain
as h our expw+.en.ceof human affaira; w dull we m ject that tatimony
upon We appl.icatwn of principles that are altogether bqond the range
of obsematw~ aud w doubtful and imperfect in their nature m ie our
ezptwience of tb coumeIa of Heaven?

The former is founded upon EXPEDIENCE,the latter upon ASSUMPTION;
and here I make my stand, and say, Attack it who may—that our faith
in Christianity is most certainly bawd upon ezp erimw-and infideli~
upan assumption-upon ASSUMPTIONthroughout. If Mr. Owen call me
not to account for this, I hope some person more philosophic than ~
may yet do it. I will make the principles of the inductive philosophy,
tQOJmy rule and guide in this investigation.

Mr. Owen has frequently tald us of our extreme ignoran~but how
emphatically does experience contradict Mr. Owen-only look at the
improvements which have taken place in the lapse of the last th.mw
hundred y~ nd who have been their authors—-who have laid the
foundations?

Ms. W’EN’S TWENTY-SECONDADDIUXS.
My F-: Mr. Campbell tells you that I am a false prophet; that

I prophesied some time ago, that in a few years Cincinnati would be
depopulated. But you know, my friends, that years do not mean the
mune thing in the language of prophecy, that they do in common lan-
WEe.

Instead, however, of Cincinnati only being depopula~ in a few
years, the fact is, that all large cities will cease to be such. Their in-
habitants will discover, that cities are combinations of circumstance
extremely injurious to every individual, and, therefor, they will be
compelled, by a distinct knowledge of their own interest, to remove out
of large cities, and to form smaller associations, to enable each to enjoy
all the adventage of a town and country residence. I have no doubt .
that we shall discover, that all large cities are highly unfavorable to
th kppiness of individuals; so much for the prophecy of and and
large congregations of men into one society. Now, my friend suppoaea
that there redly exists a desire on my part, not ta believe the truth;
but I can assure him, that my doubts of the truth of Christianity origi-
nated against my will. I was most anxious to swallow the camel. I
exerted all the volition of which Mr. Campbell speaks, in fighting
against my disbelief. But the more I investigated, the more strongly
was I compelled to believe that Christianity and all other religions
were founded in the grossest error. With all the energy of volition
which I could summon to my aid, I found it impossible to believe that
which was contrary to nature. I camot believe that the power which
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MR. CAMPBEIA’STWENTY-SECONDREPLY
It now appears that we are, at length, in full possession of all the

arguments and evidences Mr. Owen has to offer in support of his posi-
tions. You will, no doub~ observe, that although his matter has been
exhausted, and his comments finished, he did not once advert to the
very important points submitted in my last speech; and submitted
with the intintion of elicting from him something like an issue. But
this he appears now, as formerly, studiously to avoid. One allusion, in
the form of an objection, was made to my last speech. This was an
objection to the arguments and views offered on the nature of evi-
dence.

He said “he could as soon fly to the stars as believe that God con-
t,raci!ad himself into a little bush to speak to Moses.” But who is it
that believes this? I do not. All that the intelligent have ever con-
tended for is, that the omnipotent and omnipresent Creator of this vast
universe, can assume any visible form in any particular place, and ex-
hibit himself just where, and when, and how he pleases. Blr. Owen
caricatures, rather than quotes, or directly alludes to the circu&tances
of this case. Why is it that he cannot meet us on such ground as rea-
son presents, that he must present himself on such ground as no person
of sentiment or sense ever pretended to stand upon? But what I have
particular reference ta at this time, is the reason he assigns for his dis-
belief in miracles. His reason for disbelieving miracles is because he
never witmessed one. It is contrary to his experience. But we have
already shown, that for the same reason he rejects this spsries of evi-
dence, or a miracle itself, he would be compelled to reject all testimony
upon any matter of fact that had not come under his own personal
observation. It would be as impossible for Mr. Owen to convince a
native of the torrid zone, that water became, in these United Stataa,
as hard as a stone, or that hailstones sometimes fell from the clou~ ,
IISit would be for me ta convince him that Jesus Christ fed five thou-
sand persons on a few loaves and fishes, or cured the lame, the deaf,
and the blind, by a single word or a touclL The rermon which a native
of that region would assigm for his unbelief, is just the same which Mr.
Owen assigns for his disbelief in the miracles of Moses and Christ
They are contrary to hia ezperienoe. Mr. Owen, however, is not con-
sistent with his own theory in any case whateve~he seems to believe
just what he pleases. He believes that meteroic stones, or stones com-
posed of terrene substances, weighing from ten to one hundred pounds,’
have fallen from the clouds in different parts of the earth. This is also
contrary to, or beyond the bounds of his experience. In fine, Mr. Owen’s
faith, small as it is, would be very considerably reduced in quantity and
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defined the message, or proclamation, in this way: “That word, or
message, which God sent by Jesus Christ, you have, no doubt, heard
the report of; how it was proclaimed by John concerning the mission
of Jesus, who did so and so. To him;’ said he, “did all the prophets
testify, that whosoever believeth in him might obtain remission of
sins.” They were born of the Spirit and of water too; and, moreover,
received the miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit. Thus Peter defined
the Word of God. And this is now emphatically theWord of the Lord,
or the Word of God, to which, my friends, we ought, one and all, to
pay supreme regard.

We rejoice that the Word of God is well defined in this volume, and
most easily distinguished, not only from all former communications of
the Almighty, but from all other information found in the sacred
records. They who presumed to make criticism upon the terms and
phrases found in the Bible, ought first to ascertain well whether they
are biblical critics,

I should now proceed to give you a concentrated view of the whole
argument, but I must give place to my friend, that he may make his
objections to my long speech.

{The above speech commenced on Friday at three o’clock, and, in all,
occupied twelve hours. ]

MR. OWE’S TWENTY-THIRD ADDRESS

It is my wish to make the present meeting, which is a very singular
one in its nature, as extensively beneficial as possible. After the full
statement of my views, with which I opened this discussion, it was
not my intention to occupy much of your time in listening to a re-
joinder to Mr. Campbell. But not knowing what my friend was going
to say in answer to that statement, and finding that, instead of reply-
ing to my arguments, he has given you a full and elaborate develop-
ment of the Christian religion, it is necessary to detain you somewhat
longer than I intended.

I have listened to Mr. C. with profound attention; and have, there-
fore, received the impressions which his elaborate expositions of the
Christian system and his whole chain of evidence are capable of pro-
ducing on a mind long accustomed to severe and accurate reasoning.
I now owe it to you who have attended here so patiently through this
discussion—I owe it to the present generation, and to all future gener-
ations-to declare, without reserve, what these impressions are,

My friend, Mr. Campbell, appears to me to have done his duty man-
fully, and with a zeal that would have been creditable to any of the
primitive fathers of the church, His own conviction of the truth and
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MR. CAMPBELL’S TWENTY-THIRD REPLY
MT. C&&man: Public at;enticn and cmriosity have been much ex-

cited from the first proposal of this discussion even up to the present
moment. On Mr. Owen’s first appearance in this country, our expec-
tations were raised to an unusual degree, Coming direct from one of
the most enlightened countries in the world; having trave~sed the
British Isles, and visited several places on the continent of Europe;
professing to have discovered very great errors in the present order of
society, and to have it in his power to new modify the world, by some
very rational changes, resulting from the murch of mind and the prog-
ress of science; our expectations were very much raised, and we bade
the benevolent visitant a hearty welcome to our shores. Under these
favorable circumstances Mr. Owen was received by the good citizens of
these United States. He was treated with all the liberality of our re-
publican institutions.

In his first addresses he was cautious and reserved on the subject
of religion. It is true, indeed, that from the first address ~hicil I saw
in print from Mr. Owen, I observed the poison artfully infused in io the
golden chalice which he presented to the American people. But for
some time he was a little cautious. He became bold; and finally, as
large as life, he appeared the advocate of irrc.ligion, or no religion;
and, like all his brotherhood in France, he talked much of reason and
common sense. Philosophy, too [most abused word], was mimed- as
the patron goddess of the whole scheme. All this, too, associated with

a good moral exterior, uncommon mildness and suavity of tanper,
procured for Mr. Owen (to say nothing of the charms of wealih), a

degree of respect and courtesy which would not have been shown to
the system in the person of almost any other advocate, and still less
in the person of one who should have exhibited the more natural and
the more usual tendency of the system in his own conduct.

But, added to all this, it was published far and wide that Mr. Owen
was a gentleman of the most extensive reading, great research, a first-
rate political economist, and pro fuadly acquainted with everything
connected with the political, religious, and economical systems, prac-
tices, and relations of mankind. He seemed to understand everything
relative to the subjects on which he declaimed and wrote more pro-
f oundly than any person else; and from the plenary confidence and the
air of infallibility which decorated his ratiocinations, deductions, and
proofs, all were almost afraid to call any of his dogmas in question.
Progressing thus, specious in his philosophy, and the perfect gentlemen
in his manners, it was not to be wondered at that he founcl many disci-
ples and admirers in all parts of the country whithersoever he turneJ

TLC

























470 DEBATE ON THE

after the argument for Christianity is fairly stated, but a firm belief
of it, or atheism.

Mr. Owen has said that I have made my defense of Christianity to
rest upon testimony alone, or that I have made Christianity altogether
a matter of faith. This is true, but not as Mr. Owen represent it. I
do certainly contend that Christianity is legitimately founded upon
historic facts, and that it is properly a matter of belief. But I have
done more than was necessary to be done; I have by one philosophic
series of reasonings shown t%at no man philosophically or rationally
can object to the Christian religion; and that upon principles of reason
he is compelled to assent to the divine truth of Christianity. I know
Mr. Owen intends to communicate an idea something like this: that I
have conceded that a person cannot prove Christianity to be divine,
upon principles of reason, and must make it altogether a matter of be-
lief through a fatal necessity; and faith,passing for little else than
superstition among skeptics, he thinks his cause pretty safe with the
skeptics upon this representation of my defense, This is, then, not a
correct statement in the meaning which he intends to convey. I have
shown that if a person act rationally, upon principles of reason, they
must assent h the truth and certainty of the Christian religion, as su-

pernatural and divine. I have called the argument based upon these
principles a philosophic argument in the singular number, though com-

prising many distinct arguments, as the historic argument is one, I
must call upon Mr. Owen to admit that I have produced one philo-

sophic argument which he has not in one instance attempted to op-
pugn. He may call it by what name he pleases; but I am throughly
convinced neither he nor any skeptic on the globe can shake it. I only
have to regret that I was not opposed withe earnestness and ability on
this topic, because, then, I would have illustrated and confirmed it
more fully. An attempt to refute it on the part of Mr. Owen, would
be more compatible with the character of a t~uth-loving philosopher,
than to hear such unfounded assertions as that “I am unprepared to
discuss the evidences of Christianity upon any other ground than that
of testimony.”

MR. OWEN’S TWENTY-FOURTH ADDRESS
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Campbell, as you heard, has just concluded, by

desiring me to retract my assertion, that I have not heard from him
one philosophic argument in support of the Christian religion. While
he was speaking, I have again taxed my memory, and I cannot recol-
lect one. I have no doubt, that he has adduced many arguments which
he deems philosophic; but they do not appear so to me. My convic-
tion is, that no philosophic argument, derived from facts to be under-
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Mr. CAIiIPBSEL’S TWENTY-FOUSTH RmJLY
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Owen has no good reason to complain of the time

fixed for bringing this discussion to a close. He first suggested the
idea that two hours would be sufficient for his reply to my long speech,
He seems now to act with a little of that art of which I did not think
him capable. And what new matter has he now to offer? Since open-
ing his casket, nothing has appeared but the same old twelve positions,
facts, or laws, as you please to call them. If he hss anything new ~
offer, why does he not now offer it? ‘I’rue, indeed, 1 ought to except
the abusive document, which he read this morning; and some remarks
made upon the Mahornetan religion. This latter I neglected, or forgot

to notice in my last speech. The establishment and progress of this
religion all the world knows. No greater contrast can be found in any
book upon any subject than the contrast between the establishment
and progress of Mohametanism and Christianity. The ruffian exploits
of a crew of pirates, or a banditti of highwaymen, might as justly be
contrasted with the peaceful march of a missionary family, or of the
almoners of a Christian community, in distributing their charities
among a suffering population, as to compare the lustful, vengeful, ava-
ricious exploits of Mahomet and the Koran, with Jesus, the Messiah,
and his Apostles. While the langauage of the Christian teachers was,
“Glory to God in the higes+peace on earth, and good-will among
men,” that of the marauding false prophet was, “Dog8, ~ou know your
option, the Koran, tribute, or the sword.” Here lies the ~olume. [Mr.
Campbe,ll pointing to the Koran.] Here is the Mahometan Bible. I
have examined it with at least as much care as most skeptics do the
Bible; and while iti admits the mission of Moses, Jesus, and the Apos-

tles, and then directly proves the truth of Christianity, as the institu-
tion of Jesus Christ, its doctrines, and, as far as they have a supernat-
ural idea in them, are evidently stolen from the two testaments, as is
the English word philanthropy from the Gre.k philanthropic.

But the Koran proves the divine authorship of the New Testament
as clearly as ever did accomplishment prove the truth of prophecy; for
in the seven letters addressed by Jesus Christ to the seven congrega-
tions in Asia, written by John while in Patmos, the setting of the Sun
of Righteousness, or the extinguishment of the light of Christianity, in
that country, is threatened as consequent upon the progression of the
dereliction of Christian principle and practice then appearing among
the dissolute Asiatics. All the world, Jewish, Christian, and skeptical,
know that the Mahometan superstition is a vile imposition, and not in
any one feature comparable to Christianity. Counter testimony, and
every sort of testimony, can be adduced against the pretensions of the
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Koran; and both literally and symbolically is the rise and progress of
the imposture portrayed in the Apocalypse.

Mr. Owen has told us how long the contents of his casket have lain
hid. For four thousand years anterior, and two thousand years subse-
quent to the Christian religion, have these jewels been buried. How
Mr. Owen happened to disinter them is the question. Was it never
known before the year of favor, 1829, that no child chose its parent:
age, nor the place and circumstances of its nativity? Was it never
known, before Mr. Owen descried it, that children are much influenced
by the circumstances of their childhood, and by the example of their
parents ? These burnished gems, now made brilliant by being changed
from manuscript to print [Mr. Owen had them printed yestenia~], have
been like the twelve Apostles; the twelve lions on which the throne
of Solomon stood; the twelve foundations of the New Institution, now
read twelve times, destined to great honor and glory. As Mr. Owen
has read them so often, I hope I may be indulged to read them once;
and that I may make them more famous by my reading them, I will
show the whole extent of their latitude, and I think Mr. Owen himself
will be indebted to me for the liberal and extensive construction which
I am about to give them. I will show that they are so large and so
liberal as to engross almost every animal in the creation within their
lawful jurisdiction. But for the sake of trial and proof, I will only try
how they will suit one species of quadrupeds. Mr. Owen has told you
twelve times that they will exactly suit for bipeds.

THE TWEL\ E FUNDAMENTAL LAWS OF BRUTAL NATURE.

On which Robert Owen b(Wes a change of society that will form an
entire new state of existence.

1. That a goat, at its birth, is ignorant of everything relative to its

own organization, and that it has not been permitted to create the
slightest part of any of its natural propensities, faculties, or qualities,
physical or mental.

2. That no two kids, at birth, have yet been known to possess pre-
cisely the same organization; while the physical, mental, and moral

differences between all kids are formed without their knowledge or will.
3. That each individual kid is placed, at birth, without its knowl-

edge or consent, within circumstances, which, acting upon its peculiar
organization, impress the general character of those circumstances
upon the infant kid and goat; yet that the influence of those circum-
stances is, to a certain degree, modified by the peculiar natural organi-
zation of each individual goat.
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as everything must necessarily act as it is—that is, according to its

nature and circumstances—therefore, we could never better our con-

ditions, being limited by our nature and circumstances. But if there
be a principle in our nature by which we can rise superior to ourna-
ture and circumstances (and such there must be, if we can ameliorate
our condition in both these respects, as Mr. Owen’s system pretends),
then surely his display of the fundamental laws of our nature are es-
sentially deficient, inasmuch as they nowhere develop this principle.

Having nowlaid myobjections fairly before Mr. Owen, and that he
may be induced not to pass them by as formerly, I will sit down, that
he may attack and remove my objections if he can.

Ma.. OWEN’S TWENTY-FIFTH ADDRESS.

My friends, Mr. Campbell very naturally wishes that I should fol-

low his lead in this discussion: that is, that I should reply to his met-

aphysical argument, and leave these facts, which can alone throw any

real light upon the subject, and which he ought to have prepared him-

self to refute; and thus involve myself in a debate which would only

darken knowledge and confound your understandings. Now all this

is perfectly natural on the part of Mr. Campbell. But I wish to set

myself right with this assembly before we separate, in consequence of

some of Mr. Campbell’s observations upon my supposed opinion on the

subject of Deity. I have never denied the existence of a Deity. I dis-

tinctly and most pointedly gave my reasons for what I believe on this

subject. I stated what I believe to be the whole amount of our knowl-
edge in regard to those things which are called Divine; but I will not
affirm or deny that for which we have not sufficient facts to enable us
to form correct or rational ideas.

Now, my friends, you may be sure that, in a discussion of this char-

acter, the last expedient an opponent can resort to, is an attempt to
ridicule his antagonist’s argument. To this dernier resort my friend,
Mr. Campbell, has been driven. But the shafts of Mr. Campbell’s ridi-

cule have been very harmless; they struck pointless, and without the
least effect on the mark at which they were aimed; and why? Because
the casket was too well tempered and too highly polished to be pene-
trable by such feeble missiles. But if ridicule were to be recognized

as a fair weapon in religious controversial warfare, only consider the
game that lies before me; only imagine for a moment how the whole

Christian scheme could be cut up and rendered almost too ridiculous
for ridicule itself. I have, however, too much regard for your feel-
ings, and for the importance of the subject under discussion, to pursue
this course. On my side of the question, I defy ridicule; for, as you
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‘llme does not permit me to add more. I therefore tike ray leave
with the best feelings toward you all, wishing you health, continued
prosperity, and the benefit of these anticipated improvement for your
children.*

MR. CAMPBELL’S TWENTY-FHWH REPLY.

Mr. Owen, in his last address, has given in his own experience, a
refutation of his whole system. He has affirmed, that the circum-
stances which surrounded him did not first originate the idea of the
social system. If so, then circumstances have not an absolute control
over men, If Mr. Owen, in defiance of the power of circumstances,
did, out of the rubbish of six thousand years, dig up the twehe genw,
and originate the social system, why may not millions of as bright
geniuses arise, superior to the circumstances that surround them, and
originate new ideas and discover new laws, subversive of all former
lights, knowledge, and experience? But how Mr. Owen may reconcile
what he now said concerning the origination of the social system, and
that spoken on a former occasion, I pause not now to inquire.

This assembly is now, witness that 1 sat down, that Mr. Owen might

defend his sixth law, if he could; and that he did not make a single
effort. ‘Tis true, indeed, he called upon me to produce some case as
an example, where belief depended upon volition. He said I could not
give any. He might, with a regard to truth, have said, I did not give
any; but unless he knew my thoughts I cannot see on what grounds he
could say, I co%ld not give any. We will, however, try.

There was one CO1. Sharp, of Frankfort, Kentucky, that was some
time since assassinated by one Jeremiah O. Beauchamp. For some
time no person knew who the perpetrator of this foulest of deeds was.
No person as yet betieved that Jeremiah O. Beauchamp was the ae-
sassin. But indignation, duty, interest, and curiosity, put all upon
the inquiry. Every one is resolved, determines, or, if you please, puts
forth a volition, or wills to search for evidences to produce faith.
Every trace, every whisper, and every circumstance, are explored, un-
til a chain of evidence, so powerful, and so minute, is accumulated as
authorizes a jury under the most solemn sanctions of law and religion,
to bring in a verdict of guilty. Every person, here, believed that Jere-
miah O. Beauchamp was the assassin. Now the question is, Had not
th.s volit<on or determination of many individuals, in this case, come
hzf kence upon their beliefs; or, in other words, did not the obtaining

●Mr. Owen’s speeches, dclIvered on Monday and Tuesday, are not minted
from the Stenographer’s Report, hut from Mr. Owen’s own publication of them.
As they are somewhat improved in his Puhlicatim, 1 Preferred giving them in
thebest possible form. This will exrdain the words jnclosed in brackets.
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When skepticism triumphs in any heart, the hope of immortality is
banished. It crowns the tyrant Death forever on his throne, and seals
the conquests of the grave over the whole hzman race. It wraps the
tomb in eternal darkness, and suffers not one particle of the remains
of the great, the wise, and the good of all ages, to see the light of eter-
nity; but consigns, by an irreversible doom, all that was admired,
loved, and revered in man, to perpetual annihilation. It identifies hu-
man existence with the vilest reptile, and levels man to the grade of
the meanest weed, whose utility is yet undiscovered. Man’s origin
and his destiny are to its ken alike fortuitous, unimportant, and unin-
teresting, Having robbed him of everything which could make him
dear to himself and proud of his existence, it murders all his hopes of
future being and future bliss. It cuts the cable and casts away the

golden anchor; it sets man adrift on the mighty, unfathomable, and
unexplored ocean of uncertainty, to become the sport of the wind and
waves of animal passion and appetite; until, at last, in some tremn-
dous gust, “he sinks to everlasting ruin.” Say, then, proud reasoner,
of what utility is your philosophy? What your boast?

You boast that you have made man ignorant of his origin and a

stranger to himself. You boast that you have deprived him of any real
superiority over the bee, the bat, or the beaver; that you have divested
him of the highest -inducements to a virtuous life, by taking away the
knowledge of God and the hope of heaven. You boast that you have
made Death triumphant, not only over the body, but the intellectual
dignity of man; and that you have buried his soul and body in the
grave of aneternal sleep, never toseethe lightof life again! O Skep-
ticism! is this thy philosophy—is this thy boasted victory over the
Bible? And for this cxtin~mishment of light and life eternal, what
dost thou teach and what bestow? Thou teachest us to live according
to our appetites, and dost promise us that in thy Millennium man shall
live in a Paradise of colonies, almost as industrious, as independent,
and as social as the bees. Well then dost thou preach with zeal, and
exert thy energies; for thy heaven is worthy of thy efforts, and the
purity of thy life is just adapted tothehigh hopes of eternal annihila-
tion.

THE TRIUMPHS OF CHRISTIANITY.

A true believer and practitioner of the Christian religion, is com-
pletely and perfectly divested of a guilty conscience, and the conse-
quent fear of death. The very end and intention of God’s being mani-
fest in the flesh, in the person of .Jesus our Savior, was to deliver them,
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