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INSCRIPTION.

Though small and unpretentious and making no claim to any great
excellenco or merit, It io, pwertheless. deemed admiasible to say that to

LOUISE GRIMES ALLEN, my affectionate and dutiful wife, who is

the partner of all my labora and my truc helpmate in the Lord, on

.account of her willingneas and carnest desire to wholly conseerate her
-‘llfo. together with mine, for the advancement of the cause of Ghrist,
which Ia. the cause of humanity, aa a humble token of my nnnrecxatlon-

np__d gstee_m, ‘this little pamphlet is lovingly and affectionately: inscribed
by JAMES A. ALLEN.
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INTRODUCTION.

Close obsorvers of human events recognize that * history repeats it-
self.” Solomon, the Wise, said: * That which hath been is that which
shall be; and that which hath been done is that which shall be ‘done:
and there i3 no new thing under the sun.” (Eccles. 1: 9.)

The fortunes of that body of religious people who " were called Chris-

. tians first in Antioch” have been varied and remarkable, As its

Founder was misrepresented, vilified, and persecuted, and made the
object of ridicule and reproach, it has shared the same treatment nnd
has been the recipient of the same enmity from those who teach * for
doctrines the commandments of men.” In New Testament times they
were stigmatized and called by the nickname of ' Nazarenes,” an ora-
tor, making a speech against Paul, contemptuously referring to him as
“a ringlender of the sect of the Nazarenes.” (Acts 24: 5.) Their
doctrine was also misrepresented and perverted. Paul says: “And why
not (as we are slanderously reported, and ns some affirm that we say).
Let us do evil, that good may come? whose condemnation is just.”
(Rom. 3: 8.)

8ecta and denominations still slander, stigmatize, and misrepresent
the same body of people. To-day the same body of people with whom
Paul was identified and who preach and teach * the things " that Paul
preached and taught, in the very words of Paul ns they are found in
the Bible, are nicknamed as * water dogs,” * duckers,” ' dippers”
*“divers,” and *Campbellites "—anything that will hold them up to
ridicule and bring them into discredit; and as Paul and the early
Christians were * slanderously reported ” as propagating the infamous
theory that we should ** do evil, that good may come,” those who occupy
the same position and tench what they taught are contemptuously mis-
represented 08 teaching an absurd dogma that they * can take a sinner
into the water and bring him out a saint.”

Our rcason for reviewing the pamphlet, ' Blood Before Water and
Christ Before the Church,” written by Mr. J. H. Grime, Baptist, of
Lebanon, Tenn., was not that we thought it had any exceptional merit
or that it presented anything that could be regarded as rational or
Seriptural argument. All such performances, conceived in prejudice
and executed in bitterness, can but be regarded as weak and imbecile
efforts to * kick against the goad.” But the fact that Mr. Grime pre-
vailed on the Baptist and Commoner, Little Rock, Ark., and the Amer-
jcan Baptist, Memphis, Tenn., and others, to circulate his pamphlet for
him, gave us an opportunity to teach the truth on the subjects sug-
gested and to correct seme misrepresentations that are made by those
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INTRODUCTION.

who cannot conceive of unsectarfan and undenominational Christianity
as presented in the New Testament.

That what is commonly called * the Christian Church,” but which
may be more properly and Scripturally ealled *‘ the church of Christ,”
stands to itself, separate and apart from all other churches, is too well
known a fact to admit of argument. It opposes all other churches,
and all other churches oppose it. The ground it occupies and the doc-
trine it preaches are certainly and preéminently distinctive from the
ground cccupied or the doctrine preached by any other body of religious
people. Upon this premise, its principles and the truth for which it
stands eatop it from fraternizing with other organizations or entering

into any of the so-called ** union meetings,” sometimes carried on by .

various antagonistic parties. As its Founder stood apart from the
various religious denominations that cxisted during His personal min-
istry, and as all those denominations temporarily forgot their own an-
tagonistic differences in order that they might combine against Him,
the very position cccupied by all those who follow Christ, and which
gives them a right to exist, makea it impoasible for them to compro-
mise or to fraternize with any other body of people whatever. Though
the membership of the Christian brotherhood is large and numbers
many of the highest circles of society, there can be no doubt of the fact
that now, as in the days of Paul, it is still * the sect everywhere spoken
against.”

It is very obvious that there must be something remarkable about
a religious body that occupies o position so unique and peculiar. Evi-
dence is clearly apparent that its members do not cheerfully bear the
stigmata of that calumny * that no one is right but them ' through
narrowness of mind, for some of the most broad-minded men and women
living to-day ore numbered among them. Nor can it be said that it
arises from their being selfish and uncharitable, for among their mem-
bers arc some of the most charitable and unselfish people in the world.
The whole matter lies in the fact that they underatand Christianity to
be something tangible and definite; that there arc certain fundamental
tenets of the Christian religion which cannot be amended or omitted;
or, in other words, that there are certain things that & man must preach
in order to be a preacher of the gospel, and that nothing is a part of
Christianity, or may be received as such, that ia not embraced in the
writings of the apostlea and evangelists of Jesus Christ.

And this body of yeligious pcople who have no creed but the Bible,
and who preach and teach, without addition, subtraction, or change,
“the things ” that were preached and taught by the apostles of Jesus
Christ in New Testament times, is the only body of religious people
before the public that is now, always has been, nnd always will be, in
favor of full and free investigation and dis { No bor of the
church of Christ ever declines an invitation to investigate and examine
the position upon which he stands, *And this is the judgment, that the
light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than
the light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth evil
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ALIAS “CAMPBELLISM.”

CHAPTER 1.

Under the title, * Blood Before Wuter and Christ Before
the Church,” Mr. J, H. Grime, Missionary Baptist, of
Lebanon, Tenn., publishes a small booklet or pamphlet in
violent opposition to what he is pleased to nickname
“ Campbellism.” While to all thoughtful people it carries
its own refutation upon its face, it presents an oppor-
tunity to point out some things that ought to be impress-c
rpen the publie mind. o on oo

The very title of this ppmphlet is ambiguous and is an
absolute misrepresentation of the teaching of those against
whom Mr. Grime wages such a violent war. Dces he
mean to insinuate that Christian people who preach noth-
ing they cannot read word for word in the Bible, and who
tell sinners exactly what inspired men command them to
do to be saved as it reads in the Bible, in so doing are

_putting water before the blood of Christ, and that people

are saved by the church rather than by Christ? Blood
before water! Why this bitter attack, this subtle misrep-
resentation? Because Christians teach in the larguage
of Jesus, ‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved ” (Mark 16: 16), why misrepresent them as teach-
ing that sinners can be saved without the blood of Jesus?
Is this fair, and is it honest? The apostles, as they
preached “as the Spirit gave them utterance,” com-
manded: “ Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your
sins.” (Acts 2: 38.) Does Mr. Grime charge them with
putting repentance and baptism before the blood of Jesus?
The Lord Jesus, as “ the Lamb of God. that taketh sway
the sin of the world” (John 1: 29), shed his atonire hicod
in his death; and when those who obey his commanrd to be
baptized are thus ‘“buried therefore with him threugh
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any other church than the church Jesus built on the rock,

or wear any other name than the name that was worn by

ﬁxa:;i b(}:ldy of people who “ were called Christians first in
ntioch.” :

Mr. Grime wrote, challenging me for a discussion to
be published in the Banner, but saying nothing about who
was going to pay for it, As the publication of such a
discussion at advertising rates would soon run into a
considerable figure, I thought it impractical. The church
of Christ at Grant, Tenn., in which town Mr. Grime
preaches and which town is also near his home at Leb-
anon, wanted a discussion, in which I readily agreed to
participate. But Mr. Grime, under date of October 4,
1926, wrote:

My Dear Brother Allen: It seems that nothing short
of a discussion will quiet the waters at Grant, Tenn.
am not able to hold an oral discussion, but I can write.

I do not believe in your church and its dectrines a little
bit, and I presume that you feel the same way toward
mine. Now, one of us, if not both, is wrong.

I will soon stand before the Judge, and you may; so
why can’t you and I discuss this matter?

ou remember that in your last you proposed the
“ general church question” for discussion. Therefore, I
submit to you an accompanying agreement.

Hoping for a favorable reply, I am as ever, Truly,

J. H. GRIME,

To which I replied, under date of October 29, 1926:

Dear Brother Grime: I regret the delay in replying to
your letters, and hope you will pardon me, on account of
the great amount of other things demanding my atten-
tion.

I regret to note that you say you do not believe in the
church of Christ and its doctrine “ a little bit.” You are
aware, no doubt, that the church of Christ teaches no
doctrine that it cannot read word for word in the Bible,
and it is on this account that I regret exceedingly your
repugnance toward the church, I would regret to know
that you will a};lpear before Ged in vpposition to his word.

I do not see how a written discussion between you and
me, with little or no circulation, can still the troubled
waters at Grant, Tenn. I understand that Grant, Tenn.,
wants an oral discussion. I think they ought to have it;
and I am sure that if the Baptists will agree, our breth-
ren at Grant will heartily come into it,

As to a written discussion, I beg to say that this office
is handling the discussion between Dr. E. E. Folk and
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Brother J. C. McQuiddy; it also handles the discussion
between Dr. G. A. Lofton and Elder F, W. Smith; and I
do not believe that you would claim you could do better
than did either Dr. Folk or Dr. Lofton. I am sure that
I could not do better than did Brother McQuiddy and
Brother Smith.

T am sending a carbon copy of this letter to our Brother
Joe Pendleton, of Alexandria, Tenn., and I am sure that
if you will arrange for some one to hold an oral discus-
sion at Grant, Brother Pendleton will be glad to serve
you.

Accept my best wishes for your health and happiness,
and that you may t\:et: see the danger in fighting a body
of people who teach nothing except what they can read
word for word in the Bible. Truly, JAMES A. ALLEN.

Though there was a great demand for an oral discus-
sion, Mr. Grime continued to insist on having a written
one, for which there was no demand. I did not agree to
the written discussion for this reason, and also for the
reason that, in writing a book or pamphlet, I could not
feel justified in calling upon Mr, Grime to publish it for
me. I would gladly have entered a partnership with
him in publishing such a book or pamphlet if I had
thought there was a demand for it.

Mr., Grime manifests the right spirit when he says,
“I told them also that I wanted the Baptist cause put to
the severest test, and if it would not stand the light let
it go down,” though he does state all the facts when he
says, “ but no persuasion or goading would induce them
to take hold.” The intelligent reader knows that the
church of Christ, preaching and teaching ‘ the Bible
alone,” is the only church in existence to-day, or that
has ever been in existence, that does not have to be
“ persuaded ” or “ goaded ” into an investigation of what
it teaches., Neither the Baptist Church nor any one of
its sister human denominations is ready for such investi-
gation or examination. Occasionally a man of such an
aggressive nature as Mr. Grime gets one of them into a
discussion, though, generally, one such discussion cures
them of all desire for investigation for many a long year.
Self-preservation, being the first law of human nature,
and experience, have taught them that the only way they
can keep from losing their members and keep their human
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and severe investigation of things in which is involved
the eternal destiny of the soul, can lay any claim to being
a disciple of Him who commands that all thmgs be
brought to the light.

But Mr. Grime is mistaken in thinking many of his
friends “live above their doctrines.” The doctrine a man
holds is what makes him what he is. His actions and life
are but the expression of what he believes in his heart.
“For as he thinketh within himself, so is he.” (Prov.
28:'17.) If Mr. Grime will notice a little more closely,
he will find that these friends he likes are such good
people because of their doctrine and not in spite of it.

“ ORIGIN OF THEIR CHURCH.”

What does Mr. Grime mean? The “origin of their
church!” Will he allow that we are honest, and that we
tell the truth, when we stand up before heaven and earth
and unequivocally say that we have no church, and want
no church, except the church of which a full record is
given in the Bible? He seems determined, perfectly re-
gardless of the plainest facts to the contrary, to charge
upon us that Brother Alexander Campbell, of Bethany,
Va., is the founder of the church of which we are
members.

We humbly and kindly call attention to the motive that
causes the Baptist and other human denominations to
make such a charge. All of them were founded by men,
uninspired and fallible men, and were founded upon
human creeds, upon “the precepts and commandments of
men,” all of which explains why none of these denomina-
tions, nor their doactrines, are even once mentioned or
taught in the Bible. On their principles it is perfectly
right to belong to a church founded by 2 man. And yet,
when we honestly and most sincerely tell them that we
want to pass by all these man-made churches, with their
man-made doctrines, and be identifled simply with the
church we read about in the Bible, they charge us with
¢ Campbellism,” and with belonging to a church that was
founded by Brother Alexander Campbell! Is it not true
that Jesus Christ founded a church upon the rock many
centurics before Brother Campbell was born and before
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