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INSCRIPTION. 

Though amall and unprct.vntiollli and maldng no claim to anys:reat 
elICellenco or merit, It 10, noverthel'-'ss. d!!CmCd admlsslblo toSIlY that to 

,:LOUISE GRIMES ALLE'N,my afl'cetlonalo and dutiful wire; who is 
partner, of IlII my labors and mytruo holpmato in tho Lord. on 

.account or her wllllngncss and earnest desire to . wholly consl!Unte 
:lill!. toIrotberwlth mlno, lor tbelid"ilncoritent ortbe 
whlcb I •. tho causo ot bumonltlr, 811 n lolten , oC my . 
aild'Csteem,UIIa IItllii pamphlet b lovingly and affectionately,' inscribed 
by' . JAMCS A. ALLKN • . 

.---, 

;0' 

TLC



INTRODUCTION. 

Close obsorvers ot human events recognize that .. hlstor)' repeats It­
sell." Solomon. the Wille. said: "That which hath been Is that which 
shall bo: ond that which hath boen done Is thllt which shall bo 'done: 
Bnd thero Is no now thins under the sun." (Eccles. 1: 9.) 

The tortunes or thllt body of religious people who .. wore called Cbr"-
. tiana IIrst In Antioch" have been vW'led and remarkable. As Ita 

Founder waa misrepresented, vilified, lind persecuted, and made the 
object or ridicule and reproach, it has shared the same and 
bu been the recipient of the same enmity from those who .. for 
doctrines the eommllnciments of meD." In New TC!ltoment times thllJ' 
were stlgmati&ed and called by the nic.lrname of .. Nazaren""," an ora­
tor, making a 8peech against Paul, contemptuously rer .. rrlng to him as 
.. a rlnaleader of the 8eet or the NuareDea," (Acts 24: 6.) Their 
doctrlnO! was IIlso misrepresented and perverted. Paul 8ays: "And why 
not (08 we ore slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say), 
Let us do .. vII. that good may comeT who"" condemDlItion 18 juaL" 
(Rom. 3: 8.) 

Seet8 lind denominations stili slander, stlgmatlo:e. and misrepresent 
tbe same body ot people. To-day the same bod, of people with whom 
Paul was IdentiRed lind who preach and teach .. tho! things" that Paul 
preached and taugilt, in the very words of Paul aa they are found in 
the Bible, oro "ich.omed os .. water dogs," .. duckers." .. dippers," 
" 'divers," lind .. Ca"."IIeUitca "-anything that will hold them up to 
rldlc:ulO! and bring them Into discredit; and All Paul and the early 
Christians Wen! .. reported" as propagating the Infamous 
theory that we ohould .. do evil, that good mllY come," those who OCCUpy 
the same position and teach whatthllJ' taught are contemptuously mis­
represented OB teaching an IIbsurd dogma that thllJ' .. clln a alnner 
Into the water and bring him out a saint." 

Our reason for revlewlnB the pamphlet, .. Blood Boforo Water lind 
Cbrlst Before the Church," written by Mr. J. H. Grime, Baptist, of 
Lebanon, Tonn., WIlfI not that we thought It hod exceptional merit 
or that It presonted anythlnlr that could be rCifarded 08 rational or 
Serlptural orgumenL All 8uchperfermances, conc"lvod In prejudice 
and executed In bitterness, can bnt be resarded 118 wuok and Imbecile 
efforts to .. kick IIgalnst tho · goad." But the fact that Mr. Grime pre­
vailed on the Baptist lind Commoner, Little Rock. Ark •• and the Amer­
Ican Baptist. l'deJllphls, Tenn" and others, to clrculote his pamphlet for 
him, gave us an opportunity to teach the truth on the subjects aug­
gested lind ta correct Bome misrepresentations that are made by ,those 
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INTRODUCTION. 

who cannot conceive of unsec:tariao and undeoominatlonal Christianity 
B8 presented in the New Testament. 

That whllt Is eommonty enlIed .. the Christian Church," but which 
may be more properly and Scripturally called "the church of Christ," 
standa to itBelf, separate and DPBrl from all other churches, Is too well 
known a lact to admit of argument. It opposes all other churches, 
and all other churches OPPOlIO It. The ground It occupies and the doc­
trine it preaches lire ce1:talniy and distinctive from the 
ground occupied or tho doctrine preached by any other body 01 religious 
people. Upon this premise, its principles and the truth IQr which it 
standa estop It Irom fraternizing with other or entering 
Iota 110Y of the so-c:olled .. unioo meetings," sometlml!tl carried on by 
various antagonistic parties. As Its Founder stood aport Irom the 
various rellalous denominations thot existed during His pereonol min­
istry, Dnd Il8 DU th03e denominations ttgnpororlty forgot their oWD an­
tagonistic dlft'erences In order thot they might combine olrolnst Him. 
the very position occupied by nO those who follow Christ, and which 
gives them a rlaht to exist, makee it Imp03slble for them to compro­
mise or to frllterni&e with IIny other body of people whatever. Though 
the membership 01 the Christian brotherhood Is large and numbers 
many of the highest circles 01 BOciety, there can be no doubt of the fact 
thot now, 09 In the days of Paul, It Is stili .. the 8ect everywhero BPoken 
against." 

It Iw very obvlouy thot there must be something remarkable about 
a rollglou8 bod)' that occupl0!8 a 80 unique and peculiar. Evi­
dence Is cleurlY npparent tbllt its . membel'8 do not choorfull)' bear the 
stigmala of that column,. "that no one Is right but thom" through 
narrowness of mind, for soma of the most broad·mlnded men lind women 
living to-d,lY are numbered among them. Nor con It be Bald that it 
"rises (rom being selfish and unchllrltable. for among th.lr mem­
bers are 80me of the mGSt chorItoble and unselfish people In the world. 
The whole matter In the foct that they understand Chrl8t1onlty to 
be somftblng tangible and de8n1te; thot there nrc c:ortnlD fundamental 
tenets of tho Christian reUslon which COIlnot be amended or omitted; 
or, In other worda, that there ore certofn thlnll" that a man must preach 
In order to be a preacher of the Ir03Pel, and that nothing Ia a port of 
Christianity. or may bo received Il8 such, that 18 not embraeed In the 
writings of tbe apostlea and evangelists of Jesus Cbrlat. 

And tbls body or lCliglous people who hove no creed but tho Blhle. 
aud who preach and teach, without addition. 8ubtrootlon, or chon..,. 
"tho tblnga" thot wero preached and taught by the oPOlities of Jesus 
Christ In Now Testament times. Ia the only body of roll.rlou8 people 
boforo tho public that Ia now, always has . been. and alWAYS will be, In 
favor of full and tree Investigation and discussion, No membor of the 
churcb of Christ ever declines on Invitation ta Investigate and oxamlne 
the positiOn upon which he sun""" "And this Is the Judsment, that the 
Ilsht Ia come Into tbo world, and mn loved the darkness rather thon 
the light; for their works were eviL For every one that doeth ovll 
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INTRODUCTION., 

osteth the lIght. and cometh not to the light, lest his work:! should bo 
reproved. But he that doeth the truth eometh to the light, that his 
works may be made manifest. that they havo been wrought In God." 
(John 3: 10.21.) .. Prove all things: hold fust that which Is good." 
(1 Thess. 5: 21.) .. To the law and '0 the testimony I If they spook 
not accorrling to this word, surely there I. no morning for them." (lsa. 
8: 20.) .. If any man 9peak. let him speuk as the oracles of GilcL" 
(1 Pet ... : 11.) Preuchers of the church oC Christ never refuse to enter 
a The Christian people. un!:ke all others, are .. ready at­
wnr.; to give anSW1!r to every "'SD that you a ret1lIOn concernlnll 
th" hope that is In you, vol with mecknoss and fenr." (1 Pet. 3: 16.) 

We repeat, tbe church oC Christ h the only body of religious peoplo 
that will do this. No other :clhuous body will 'enpge In discussion 
until driven and forced Into It. Investlgutlon and discussionis fatui 
to thenl. ,Not unill It becomes 11 political neeeasity will they agree to 
Investlgate and dlacu89 the great iSllues upon which are predicated their 

and destiny. 
Hr., Grime Is only willing to enter a discussion with ChrisUall9 whoa 

It becomes a political necessity to the Baptists, When he refused to 
debate with me at Grant, Tenn., or to put up a younger man with 
physical strength to ao through the discussion with me, the brethren at 
Grant arranged for the Wheeler-Hines debate botwoon Baptists and 
Chrlsthms. Concerning this discussion, Brother BlnC!!! wrote as follows: 

Russellville, Ala .. June 14, 1927.-A few of the Baptists met In con­
ference at Ora,nt, Tenn., and passed a resolution In which they stute 
that they .. assume no responsibility" for the Wheeler-Bines debate. It 
was signed by J. H. Grime, moderator, and W. A. Neal, clerk. But the 
debate will be held, whether Mr. Grime wonts It or not, be8innlnsr on 
July 6 ot 10 A.lI:I .. to continue four days. J. H. Grime Is worklDIJ 
against this debate. So do not lIsten to onythlng he may say IlIIIllnst 
having the dlaeussion, for It Is coming to PIlllS, and I trust to see Mr. 
Grime on tho front Seat. J. L. HlNlIS. 

AU shOUld try to realize the Importance of the questions involved and 
should diligently cherish a love of tbe truth In their hearts. Some­
body's going to be lost, lost eternally, In that awful place" where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." If oUr Baptist friends 
are right, we are wronsr : If we are right, they are wrong. It Is a most 
sllrlo08 matter. Only truth can save. "Jesus therefore said to those 
Jews that had believed on hIm. It ye abld" In my word, then are ye 
truly my disciples: ond yo shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
mllke you fret'." (John 8: SI, 32.) We know that prejudlee blinds 
people to the truth. We try to have no prejudice whatever, one way 
or the other. We want tho truth. We preach and teach only what we 
can. preach and teach In the very words of the Dible. just as thcy read. 
giving no sectarian turn or twist to them. We tell slnner9 exactly what 
Jesus and the apoatles commanded that they do to be saved-tell them 
In the very words of Jesus and the apoatles. We will teach nothing on 
aay subject that we cannot teach in tbe very words of the Bible. If 
our Baptist friends would aln''''' to so do. It would be Impossible to Ket 
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INTRODUCTION. 

up a ' division between us. There enn be no division between thoso who 
.tond upon the Bible. Division comes only 'when samebody leaves thc 
Bible. It is Impossible for people to preach lind teach contradictor)' 
doctrines. and to be divided. as long as nonc of them prench and teach 
an)'thlng but what they enn preach and teach In the very words of the 
Bible. 

We reJolco to stand upon B positton'reJ1slously thllt all denomlnBtlonB 
udmlt to be sale. AU of tham ridlculo us and oppose us. but all of 
them concede that the ground we occup)' Is Scriptural. Let one of our 
proachers 110 into any communlt)' and tell alnnors what the lovina Sav­
Ior commands them to do to be saved. and tho denominations will bold 
a .. union meeting" In an clJort to prevent the people from hearlnll 
thBt preacher. But the)' will Bdmit that those who hear him preach 
the lI08pel. as the Bolli' Spirit prellched It through the apostles, and 
who are thus led bli' the Spirit ,to do wbutletlus commllnds. are saved. 
Bnd that. If faithful. tho)' win so to heaven when they die. Notwlth­
stllndlns aU the controvers), In which the rollaloUll world Is , Involved. 
\vo reJoicc to lenow thBt our position Is not In dcbBtc. but that Bll de­
nominations admit that tho things we ieoeh are Scriptural and thBt the 
grounds we OCCOpy are Inlalllb):v sale. We occupy the Olle ""sieiolt. 
and the qpl" positioll, before the relilrioWi world. tbut all Beets and d.,. 
nomlnutlons, of every JlBmO Bnd party. concede to be incontrovertible, 
Invulnt!roble. Inf8li1bl)' and rlllht because It cannot be wrODlt. 

The following urticll!tl were published In Installments in the 
Gospel Advocat... We Bre II'lad to put thom In tract form, and hope 
they mo), be circulated freely. e8l'eclBIi)' among those who are members 
of a humBn denominotion. We uk ani), ror the teochlng or the word 
of Cod, for what enn be preached In the worels or the Bible. ond 811)" 

with Poul: "As many WI ehall walk by this rule, peBet! be upon them. 
and mercy. and upon \hI,! or God." 

NlI>lhvllle. Tenn., July 14. 192i. JAUBS A. ALLIW 
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ALIAS "CAMPBELLISM." 
CHAPTER I. 

Under the title, "Blood Before Wuter and Chtist Before 
the Church," Mr. J. H. Grime, Missionary Bnptist, of 
Lebanon, Tenn., publishes a small booklet or pamphlet in 
violent opposition to what he is pleased to nickname 
.. Campbell ism." While to all thoughtful people it carries 
its own refutation upon its face, it presents an oppor­
tunity to point out some things that ought to be 
"pen thp ,u'>lie mind. Q Q D 

The very tith. ur thi!! pt\ol1J1ld.·t j" IlmhiglloUII and is an 
absolute misrepresentation of the teaching of those 
whom Mr. Grime wages such a violent war. Does he 
rr.ean to insinuate that Christian people who preach noth­
ing they cannot read word for word in the Bible, and who 
tell sinners exactly what inspired men command them to 
do to be saved as it reads in the Bible, in so doing are 
putting water be/O"re the blood 0/ Christ, and that people 
p.rc savod by the church rather than by Christ? Blood 
before water! Why this bitter attack, this subtle misrep­
resentation? Because Christians' teach in the lar-goage 
of Jesus, II He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16: 16), why misrepresent them as teach­
ing that sinners can be saved without the blood of Jesus? 
Is this fair, and is it honest? The apostles, as they 
preached "as the Spirit gave them utterance," com­
manded: "Repent ye, and be baptized every olle of you 
ill the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
Si118." (Acts 2: 38.) Does Mr. Grime charge them with 
putting repentance and baptism before the blood of Jesus? 
The Lord .Tesus, as U the Lamb of God. that taketh I'wey 
the sin of the world" (John 1: 29), shed his atonirp' blood 
in his death; and when tho!'e who obey his commal"d to be 
baptized are thus U buried therefore with him thrcugh 
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baptism into death" (Rom. 6: 4), they come into contact 
with his atoning blood, and, .. being then made free from 
sin" (verse 18), they are raised to .. walk in newness of 
life" and go on their way rejoicing. Is this putting the 
water before the blood? And can B man be saved by the 
blood of Jesus who refuses to obey his command to be 
baptized? 

And because we thus point out the Scripture teaching 
that the Lord II adds to the church daily" (Acts 2: 47) 
those who obey the command of Christ to believe and be 
baptized, can any fair-minded man represent us as teach­
ing that people are saved by the church rather than by , 
Christ'? All who are saved are members of the church of 
which Christ is the Head, because God " adds" them to it. 
There are no saved people outside of the church that God 
I'dds .. those that were rare) saved" to. This church that 
God adds people to is the body of Christ. "And he is the 
}-ead of t'"e body, the church!' (Co]. 1: 18.) 

(J (J (J 

In the Nashville (Tenn.) Banner of April 9, 1925, I 
published, at advertising rates, an article entitled, .. Sprin­
kling Not Baptism," in which the only reference I made to 
the Baptist Church is contained in the following extract: 

From the Scriptures above quoted It may easily be seen 
that penitent believers. upon being baptized into Christ, 
enjoy the remission of their sins and all the blessings 
attendant upon being admitted into that holy and apostolic 
church that Christ founded upon the rock. All Chris­
tians, all children of God. are members of .. the church, 
which is his body," outside of which no man can please 
God or be acceptable in his sight. . The same thing that 
makes a man a Christian makes him a member of the 
church; or, to put it in other terms. the same thing that 
makes a man a chUd of God makes him a member of the 
family of God. All of God's children are in God's family, 
or church. We submit, in . the uttermost kindness, that, 
when a man becomes a Methodist, a Baptist. a Presbyte­
rian, ete.z he becomes something more or less than a Chris­
tian, as ne can be a Christian without being either, and 
as the church of Christ was· established many centuries 
before the establishment of either of these human denomi­
nations. A man must accept something that was not 
preacbed by the apostles, and that, therefore, is not Chris­
tianity, or any part of it, before he can be a member of 

8 

TLC



any other church than the church Jesus built on the rock, 
or wear any other name than the name that was worn by 
that body of people who "were called Christians first in 
Antioch." ' 

Mr. Grime wrote, challenging me for a discussion to 
be published in the Banner, but saying nothing about who 
was going to pay for it. As the publication of such a 
discussion at advertising rates would soon run into a 
considerable figure, I thought it impractical. The church 
of Christ at Grant, Tenn., in which town Mr. Grime 
preaches and which town is also near his bome at Leb­
anon, wanted a discussion, in which I readily agreed to 
participate. But Mr. Grime, under date of October 4, 
1926, wrote: 

My Dear Brother Allen: It seems that nothing short 
of a discussion will quiet tbe waters at Grant, Tenn. I 
am not able to hold an oral discussion. but I can write. 

r do not believe in your church and its doctrines a little 
bit, and I presume that you feel tbe same way toward 
mine. Now, one of as, if not both, is wrong. 

r will soon stand before the, Judge, and you may; so 
why can't you and I discuss this matter? 

You remember that in your last you proposed the 
"general church question" for discussion. Therefore, I 
submit to you an accompanying agreement. 

Hoping for a favorable reply, I am as ever, Truly, 
J. H. GRIME. 

To which I replied, under date of October 29, 1926: 
Dear Brother Grime: I the delay in replying to 

letters, and hope you WIll pardon me, on account of 
the great amount of other things demanding my atten­
tion. 

I regret to note that you say you do not believe in the 
church of Christ and its doctrine II a little bit." You are 
aware, no doubt, that the church of Cbrist teaches no 
doctrine that it cannot read word for word in the Bible, 
and it is on this account that I regret exceedingly your 
repugnance toward the ch.urch. I would regret to know 
that you will appear before God in '>pposition to his word. 

I do not see how a written discussion between you and 
me, with ' little or no circulation, can still the troubled 
waters at Grant, Tenn. I understand that Grant, Tenn., 
wants an oral discussion. I think they: ought to have it; 
and I am sure that if the Baptists will agree, our breth­
ren at Grant will heartily come into it. 

As to a written discussion, I beg to say that this , office 
is handling the discussion between Dr. E. E. Folk and 
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Brother J. C. McQuiddy; it also handles the discussion 
between Dr. G. A. l.ofton and Elder F. W. Smith; and 1 
do not believe that you would claim you could do better 
than did either Dr. Folk or Dr. Lofton. I am sure that 
I could not do better than did Brother McQuiddy and 
Brother Smith. 

I am sending a carbon copy of this letter to our Brother 
Joe Pendleton, of Alexandria, Tenn., and I am sure that 
if you will arrange for some one to hold an oral discus· 
sion at Grant, Brother Pendleton will be glad to serve 
you. 

Accept my best wishes for your health and happiness, 
and that you may yet see the danger in fighting a body 
of people who teach nothing except what they can read 
word for word in the Bible. Truly, JAMES A. ALLEN. 

Though there was a great demand for an oral discus· 
sion, Mr. Grime continued to insist on having a written 
one, for which there was no demand. I did not agree to 
the written discussion for this reason, and also for the 
reason that, in writing a book or pamphlet, I could not 
feel justified in calling upon Mr. Grime to publish it for 
me. I would gladly have entered a partnership with 
him in publishing such a book or pamphlet if I had 
thought there was a demand for it. 

Mr. Grime manifests the right spirit when he says, 
" I told them also that I wanted the Baptist cause put to 
the severest test, and if it would not stand the light let 
it go down." though he does state all the facts when he 
says, "but no persuasion or goading would induce them 
to take hold." The intelligent reader knows that the 
church of Christ, preaching and teaching "the Bible 
alone," is the only church in existence to-day, or that 
has ever been in existence, that does not have to be 
II persuaded" or II goaded" into an investigation of what 
it teaches. Neither the Baptist Church nor anyone of 
it" sister human denominations is ready for such 
gation or examination: Occasionally a man of such an 
aggressive nature as Mr. Grime gets one of them into a 
discussion, though, generally, one such discussion curtI! 
them of all deSire for Investigation for many a long year. 
Self-preservation, being the first law of human nature, 
and experience, have taught them that the only way they 
cIOn keep from losing their members and keep their human 
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denominations intact is to keep them from hearing a dis­
cussion of what they teach. We have just had a most 
notable exhibition of· this stratagem here in Nashville, 
presented in the Freed (Christian) and Bogard (Baptist) 
debate. Out of an audience of twelve hundred people, the 
Baptist debater himself did not claim over fifty or sev-' 
enty-tive Baptists in attendance. Baptist preachers de­
signedly, deliberately. and industriously did their utmost to 
,keep the Baptist people away. They did this because they 
were conscious that the Baptist denomination would lose 
many of them if they did otherwise. 

But we greatly commend Mr. Grime for rising above 
the ordinary run of Baptist preachers and wanting "the 
Baptist cause put to the severest test, and if it would not 
stand the light, let it go down!' No sensible person wants 
to cling to anything that is to finally It go down" and that 
will take him down with it. Every cause in which is 
involved the usefulness and happiness of men and women 
in this world and their eternal destiny in the world to 
come ought to be II put to the severest test." Paul says = 
It Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." (1 
Tbess. 5: 21.) Peter says: II :aut sanctify in your hearts 
Christ as Lord = being ready always to give answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope 
that is in you, yet with meekness and fear." (1 Pet. S: 
1:5.) Jesus says: "And this is the judgment, that the 
light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the light; for their works were evil. For 
everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, and 
not to the light, lest his works should be reproved. But 
he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that hi" 
may be made manifest. that· they have been wrought in 
God!' (John:l: 19-21.) 

We are happy to reciprocate the kindly feeling of Mr. 
Grime; People should be ashamed to feel otherwise' 
toward their fellow beings. No man who allows himself 
to be so one-sided and prejudiced as to say bitter things, 
indulge in innuendo, or slyly say Uncomplimentary things 
behind a man's back, as aU overly II sweet" people do, 
has any chance of heaven unless he repents. No man who 
"does not believe in discussion," and in the most rigid 
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and severe investigation of things. in which is involved 
the eternal destiny of the soul, can lay any claim to being 
a disciple of mm who commands that all things be 
brought to the light. 

But Mr. Grime is mistaken in thinking many of his 
friends If live above their doctrines." The doctrine a man 
holds is what makes him what he is. His actions and life 
are but the expression of what he believes in his heart. 
"For as he thinketh within himself, so is he." (Prov. 
28: ' 7.) If Mr. Grime will notice a little more closely, 
he will find that these friends he likes are such good 
people beCQ,U86 of their doctrine and not in spite of it. 

"ORIGIN OF THEIR CHURCH." 

What does Mr. Grime mean? The" origin of their 
church I" Will he allow that we are honest, and that we 
tell the truth. when we stand up before heaven and earth 
and unequivocally say that we have no church, and want 
no church, except the church of which a full record is 
given in the Bible? He seems determined, perfectly re­
gardless of the plainest facts to the contrary, to charge 
upon us that Brother Alexander Campbell, of Bethany, 
Va.. is the founder of the church of which we are 
members. 

We humbly and kindly call attention to the motive that 
causes the Baptist and other human denominations to 
make such a charge. All of them were founded btl mon, 
uninspired and fallible men. and were founded upon 
human creeds, upon "the precepts and commandments of 
men," all of which explains why none of these denomina­
tions, nor their doctrinos, are even once mentioned or 
taught in the Bible. On their principles it is perfectly 
right to belong to a church founded by a man. And yet, 
when we honestly and most sincerely tell them that we 
want to pass by · all these man-made churches, with· their 
man-made doctrines, and be identified simply with the 
church we read about in the Bible, · they charge us with 
" Campbel1lsm," and with belonging to a church that was 
founded by Brother Alexander Campbell! Is it not true 
tbat Jesus Christ founded a church upon the rock many 
centurios before Brother Campbell was born and before 
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John Smyth founded the Baptist Church A.D. 1607 by 
baptizing himself? 

The Bible gives a full record of the church that Christ 
'founded and clearly and plainly records how inspired 
men, as they spoke "as the Spirit gave them utterance," 
taught people to become members of it. Suppose, then, 
that we forget all about John Smyth and Alexander 
Campbell, and every other uninspired man, and go back 
simply to the Bible. If we do exactly what the apostles 
commanded people to do to be saved, will not we be saved, 
and will not God, being "no respecter of persons," add 
us to the same church to which ,he added .. those that 
were saved" in New Testament times? Will God add 
those who do exactly what the apostles commanded to 
either the Baptist Church or the Campbellite Church? 
And if we preach exactly what the apostles preached, 
neither more nor less, but word for word as it is recorded 
in the Bible, can any man be clear of the sin of bearing 
false witness against his neighbor who charges us with 
preaching .. Campbellism" and that Brother Alexander 
Campbell is the founder of our church? 

CHAPTER lI. 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHURCH. 

We wish to very candidly and most positively submit 
that we solemnly disavow any identity with any church, 
or the propagation of any doctrine, that had its origin with 
Alexander Campbell. We preach no doctrine and defend 
no church that we cannot preach and defend in the very 
words of those holy men who II spoke from God, being 
moved by the Holy Spirit." (2 Pet. 1: 21.) We request 
Mr. Grime to kindly recognize our honest and most sincere 
disavowal of Campbellism, and also of Baptistism, and 
every other kind of ism, except Bibleism. 

Though we recognize Brother Campbell as one of the 
greatest intellectual giants, if not the greatest, of modern 
times, as having been a man of consummate abilities and 
possessed of talents of the very highest order, and as a 
man whom impartial critics recognized as having lived 
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one of the mostdovout and purest of lives in the tremen­
dous struggle he waged against infidelity, Catholicism, and 
sectarianism, we yet recognize that he was just a mani 
an uninspired and fallible man. We presume Mr. Grime 
will allow that, if Brother Campbell did really establish a 
church, there would be as much Bible authority for any 
man's being a member of it as there is for him to be a 
member of a church that all authentic historians testify 
was founded by John Smyth in 1607, especially as Mr. 
Smyth, after founding the Baptist Church, recanted, apos­
tatized from the church he himself founded,' and went 
back to the Mennonites! Of course, a man can't fall from 
grace! 

But before Mr. Grime or anyone else can fairly and 
honorably call us by the name of Brother Campbell, it 
devolves upon him or them to point out something we 
teach that Brother Campbell originated and that was not 
taught by the apostles of Jesus Christ many centuries 
before he Wall born. If they cannot so do and yet still 
persist in nicknanning us out of malice and hatred, they 
must bear the stigma of unfairness and misrepresenta­
tion. We do here and now declare, in the most solemn 
manner, that we teach. nothing, and will teach nothing, 
except those things for which. we can find in the Bible a 
It Thus saith the Lo\-d," either in express terms or in an 
approved precedent. We solemnly say before the world 
that we do not accept Brother Alexander Campbell as 
authority on anything, and. we repeat, we call on Mr. 
Grime to name one thing we teach that was not taught 
in the Bible before Brother CampbelI was borri. If he 
cannot do this, he owes the world a correction and us an 
apology. We recognize that Brother Campbell preached 
the gospel as the apostles preached it; but he did not 
originate it, and ,no man can be a It Campbellite II unless 
he preaches something that started with Alexander Camp­
bell. The Baptist Church really started with John Smyth. 
There is no mention of such a thing in all history until 
Mr. Smyth started it in 1607. We indorse aU that Mr. 
Grime or anyone else teaches tha.t he or they ean 
find in the Bible, and repudiate only such things they teach 
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as are not taught in the Bible. Will Mr. Grime stultify 
hilllBelf by contending that to stand thus upon the Bible; 
and it alone, teaching nothing except what the apostles 
of Jesus Christ taught, as their teaching is recorded 
therein, will make any man a " Campbellite? U 

I) I) I) 

That there is a true church of Christ on earth is too 
dearly obvious to admit of controversy. "Upon this rock 
I will build my church," said Christ; "and the gates of 
Hades shan not prevail against it." (Matt. 16: 18.) And 
that this church which Jesus Christ founded upon the rock 
is not the Methodist, Presbyterian, or Baptist, etc., church, 
but antedates them all by many centuries, and is com­
posed only of Christians, is equally clear and obvious. 
This true church is the body of Christ. II And he is the 
head of the body, the church." (Col. 1: 18.) "For his 
body's sake, which is the church." (Verse 24.) "And 
gave }:im to be head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fullness of him. that filleth all in all." 
(Eph. 1: 22, 23.) Christ has but one, church, or body. 
"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were 
called in one hope of your calling." (Eph. 4: 4.) .. For 
us the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of the body, being many. are one body; so also 
is Christ!' (1 Cor. 12: 12.) .. For even as we have many 
membel's in one body, and all the members have not the 
&:lme office: so we, who are many. are one body in Christ, 
lind severally members one of another!' (Rom. 12: 4, 6.) 

Because we point out the Scriptural truth' that, as no 
man can be saved out of Christ, the same step, therefo1.'e, 
that bl'iTlgS him to salvation and makes him a 
also makes him a member of the body, or church, of Christ, 
iy no reason for Mr. Grime to most unfairly misrepreselJt , 
us as teaching what he calls U church salvation." The 
church was purchased with the blood of Jesus. " Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock. in which the 
Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of 
the Lord which he purchased with his own blood." (Acts 
20: 28.) As no man can be saved without being a Chris­
t,an, II for there Is none other name under heaven given 
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