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JONES-WILHITE DISCUSSION 1
TERMS FOR DEBATE

1—This debate is to be a written discussion between Eld. G. E,
Jones of De Soto, Mo., and Eld. J. Porter Wilhite of Houston,
Texas. .

2—This discussion is to be printed in book form.

3—Eld. G. E. Jones is to bear the expense of publishing the book

and is to be sole owner of the same.

4—FEld. Jones agrees to let Eld. Wilhite have as many of the

books as he desires at the cost of printing and mailing up to

one half the number printed.

5—Eld. Jones agrees to send Eld. Wilhite a statement from the

printer showing the amount charged for the printing and the

number of books published.

6—Eld. Wilhite shall have ample opportunity to examine the

proof before the book is printed to see if the proof corresponds

with the manuscripts and to make any corrections in English or
spelling he may desire to make.

T—After the manuscript is in the hands of the printer and the

type has been set Eld. Wilhite is not to hold up the publishing

of the same’ except for such time as is necessary to correct the
printer’s mistakes and see that the proof is correct unless he
agrees to pay the printer for setting the type.

8—Kach disputant is to have 4 articles of 5 typewritten pages

each on each proposition. The type is to be double spaced.

9—Each man is privileged to present 5 questions in each of his
first 6 articles. These questions must be answered by the other
man.

10—When questions are so presented that they may be answer-

ed Yes, or No, they must be so answered, or if the one asked

does not know he may answer “I do not know.”

11—After the questions have been so answered the disputant

may add whatever he desires to further explain any matter he

may think needs to be clarified.

12—Kach disputant agrees to carry on his discussion in a friend-

ly manner.

13—A plurality of questions is not to be asked in one number.

14—A copy of these agreements is to be printed in the book.

G. E. JONES
J. PORTER WILHITE

AGREEMENTS
Between J. Porter Wilhite & G. E. Jones

1. In addition to the agreements we have already signed, we
the undersigned disputants of a proposed discussion of a re-
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ligious nature do hereby agree to treat each other right in
every respect, not taking advantage at any time.

2. We also agree that we shall answer all questions up to the
number of five, (after writing them out in our own article),
with a yes or no, if we can do so.

3. Too, we agree to quote in full the Scripture we introduce, at
least one time, after which we may refer to it only by refer-
ence. Also as further proof on that particular Scripture we
may offer other references without quoting, if they bear di-
rectly on the same subject.

4, Furthermore we agree to try to finish this work, and get it
into the hands of the publisher at an early date, without un-
duely rushing, or putting off some of our other work in
connection with our preaching or debating.

0. It is also understood that each proposition is a separate dis-
cussion, or at least when the first is finished, we close it, and
if either bring up arguments in the second proposition to
answer, like he had been doing in the first, it is proof that
he was not satisfied with his first efforts.

6. In the closing of either pronosition, especially the last article

NOT ONE thing new shall be introduced, or even near the
last, if it keeps the other man from having ample time to
give his reply.

Signed—
J. PORTER WILHITE
G. E. JONES

PROPOSITION ONE—G. E. Jones, Affirmative
Tirst Article

Proposition: T affirm that the Scripture teaches that water .
baptism is a declarative act, and that the penitent believer is
horn again before baptism, and stands justified before God in-
dependant of water bhaptism.

Proposition defined: By “The Scriptures” T mean the word of
Cod, both the old and new testaments, T do not mean that some
man or men teach so and so, but that the word of God teaches
mv pronosition. “Tf we receive the witness of men, the witness
of Gnd is ereater.” T nropose to prove my proposition with God’s
word. Bv “Water baptism” T mean the immersion of a Seriptural
subiject in water. Bv “A declarative act” T mean that bantism
is an act by which things which already exist are set forth or
shown. Instead of proeuring justification. sonship, ete., it de-
clares these things to be already accomplished. By “The penit-
ent heliever” T mean one who through the enabling power of the
Sririt has humbly repented and has trusted Christ for salva-

tion. By “Being justified” I mean that a person has been acquit-
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ed of the guilt of sins and has been accounted righteous before
God. By “Independant of water baptism” I mean that baptism
has nothing to do with bringing the new birth and justification
BEFORE GOD.

Baptism is Declarative

1—It declared Jesus unto Israel.

“I knew him not; but that He should be made manifest to
Israel, therefore I come baptizing with water” Jno. 1:31. The
word “Manifest” means to show forth or to declare. Thus we
see that John was baptizing for the purpose of declaring Jesus
to Israel. Therefore baptism is a declarative act.

2—It declared God to be just.

“All the people that heard him, (John) and the publicans,
iustified God, being baptized with the baptism of John” Luke
7:729. Man cannot make God just. but he can declare God to be
inst. God has always been just. So the people were declaring
God to be just by being baptized. So baptism was declarative
in this place.

3—Baptism declares one to be a child of God.

After telling about the people justifying God in being ban-
tized of John, Jesus said, “Wisdom is justified of all her chil-
dren” Luke 7:35. So it was the children of wisdom or children
of God. who were baptized of John, and justified God in the
art. We find that the Lord is spoken of as wisdom, “Who of
God is made unto us WISDOM, and righteousness, ete.” I Cor.
1:20 Tt was the children of wisdom who received baptism and
inatified God. Since the Lord is repnresented as wisdom then
it was the children of God whom John was baptizing and who
justified God.

4—Baptism Declares Repentance.

John said “I indeed baptize yvou with water unto (Gr, eis) re-
pentance” Matt. 3:11. Mr, Wilhite himself teaches that repent-
ance comes before bantism. Before John baptized the people he
demanded fruit meet for repentance. “Then said he to the mul-
titude that came forth tn be baptized of him. O generation of
vipers, who hath warned vou to flee the wrath to come? Bring
forth therefore fruits worthy of renentance” Luke 3:7-9. Since
repentance comes before baptism John was not baptizing unto
repentance to bring it about. but unto the declaration of repent-
ance. So baptism is declarative.

John the Bantist said unto Jesus “T have need to be baptized
of Thee Matt. 3:14. We know that John was a child of God. He
Imew the purpose of baptism and knew it better than Mr. Wil-
hite, and he said he needed to be baptized. He was not a lost
man needine bhaptism, but a2 =saved man t'mgr'h;'l"' baptiam. He
did not need it to make him a child of God, but to declare him to
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be a child of God. So baptism is for the child of God and is dec-
larative. :

Questions:

1—Was John the Baptist a child of God?

2—Was John right when he said to Jesus “I have need to
be baptized of Thee”?

3—How does one put on the Lord Jesus Christ?

4—Did anyone except the apostles receive the Holy Spirit
as Comforter?

5—Does one’s faith have to be perfect in order to be saved?

6th Argument. John Required Good Fruit Before Baptism
and Only Those Free from Sin Can Bring Forth Good F'ruit.

“Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be bap-
tized of Him, O generation of vipers who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits wor-
thy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, we
have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you that God is
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And
now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree
therefore which bringeth not forth GOOD fruit is hewn down
and cast into the fire” Luke 3:7-9. From this we see that John
demanded good fruit of those he baptized. He also demanded
that they be the spiritual children of Abraham. Only the ones
free from sin can bring forth this GOOD fruit. “When ye were
servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What fruit
had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for
the end of those things is death. But now BEING MADE FREE
FROM SIN, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit un-
to holiness, and the end everlasting life” Rom. 6:20-22. Here
we see that while one is the servant of sin he has no good fruit
and that it is when he has been made free of sin and become
God's servant that he has the fruit unto holiness, which is good
fruit. Again we read “Either make the tree good and its fruit
good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for
the tree is known by his fruit” Matt. 12:33. So John demanded
this good fruit by which he might know that they had been
changed from an evil tree or man to a good man. “A good man
out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things”
Matt. 12:35. Here is what Paul has to say about those under
sin—"“We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they
are all under sin; as it is written, there is none righteous, no,
not one: there is none that understandeth, there 1is none that
gseeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are
together become unprofitable: there is none that doeth GOOD,
NO, NOT ONE" Rom. 3:9-12. So we see that not one under sin
doeth good. We see that the one under sin cannot bring forth
good fruit. Since John demanded that they . bring forth good
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fruit before he baptized then he baptized those who were free
from sin or the children of God.
*th—The Household of Cornelius Received the GIF'T of the

Holy Spirit before Baptism and none but Children of God Have
This GIFT.

“While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell up-
on all them which HEARD THE WORD and they of the cir-
cumeision which believed were astonished, as many as came
with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out
the GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST. For they heard them speak
with tongues and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any
man forbid water, that these should not be baptized which
HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST as well as we?” Acts
10744-47. We see here that the ones who were baptized were
those who had received the gift of the Holy Spirit. By this we
know that God dwells in us. “Hereby know we that we dwell
in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit”
I John 4:13. So we see that when God gives a person His Spirit
it is proof that that person is dwelling in God and God in him.
These people received the Spirit before baptism. They had the
scriptural evidence as given by John that they were dwelling in
God. Upon this evidence Peter said they should be baptized.
The reason he gave why they should be baptized was that they
had received the Holy Spirit. “Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be bantized, WHICH HAVE RECEIVED the
Holv Ghost as well as we?" Acts 10:47. Jesus tells us the world
cannot receive the Holy Spirit. “He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit
of truth; whom the world CANNOT RECEIVE” John 14:16-1T7.
If the world cannot receive the Spirit, and Jesus said it could
not, and surely Jesus knew, then these Gentiles who received
the Spirit before baptism were children of God before baptism.
It is according to God's covenant with people that when He takes
away their sins He gives them the Spirit. We find this in Rom.
11:26-27 and Isa. 50:20-21 from which Paul quotes. “The Re-
deemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans-
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for Me, this is my cove-
nant with them saith the Lord; My Spirit that is upon thee,
and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart
out of thy mouth.” Now let us notice that Paul says this is
God’s covenant when He shall take away their sins. “There
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un-
godliness from Jacob: for this is MY covenant with them when
T SITAT.T, TAKFE, AWAY THEIR SINS.” From Isaiah we learn
that according to God’s covenant His Spirit will be upon those
who turn from transgression. From Paul who is quoting from
this same passage of scripture we learn that this is God's cove-




6 JONES-WILHITE DISCUSSION

* nant when He shall take away their sins. Since He gave His
Spirit to the House of Corneliug before baptism then He had
taken away their sins before baptism and they were in coven-
ant relationship with God. This is in keeping with the teach-
ings of Jesus who said the world could not receive the Spirit
and also with that of John who tells us by this we know that He
dwells in us because He hath given us of His Spirit. So the
House of Cornelius was saved before baptism and independent.
of baptism. My proposition is proven. But we will give more.
8th—The Expression “Receive the Remission of Sins” is
Connected With Belief but It Is Never Connected With Baptism.
“To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His
name whosoever BELIEVETH in Him SHALL RECEIVE THE
RTMISSION OF SINS” Acts 10:43. Here we see the receiving
of the remission of sins is connected with belief. There is no
passage that connects baptism with the RECEIVING OF RE-
MISSION OF SINS. If there is Mr. Wilhite will find it. If he
does not find it then vou can be sure it is not there. He can
find remission of sins and baptism in the same passage because
baptism declares the remission of sins, but we do not find “Re-
ceive the remission of sins connected with baptism, but we do
find it connected with belief. None of the prophets save' John
the Baptist and Jesus said anything about baptism, but they all
witnessed that whosoever believeth in Him should RECEIVE
REMISSION OF SINS. The House of Cornelius believed. Peter
said of them “God made choice among us, (the apostles) that
the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word and believe. (So
they believed). And God, which knoweth the heart bare them
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us; and
made no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts
by faith” Acts 15:7-9. So we see that they believed and had their
hearts purified by faith and received.the Spirit as a witness that
their hearts were purified and that before baptism. I thank you.

JONES-WILHITE DISCUSSION
Wilhite’s First Negative
Gentlemen, Moderators & Friends: It always affords me
much pleasure to deny false doctrines as presented for spiritual
aid, because it is really detrimental to man. This is no exception,
because Mr. Jones, as a typical Baptist is wrong in his conten-
tion that baptism has absolutely NOT ONE THING to do with
man’s better condition, else God deals in foolishness, and the
Baptist church is a NONESSENTIAL, because there could not
be a Baptist church without water baptism.
I would like to know a little more about who the proper sub-
ject for baptism is, and what constitutes Scriptural baptism, if
you will please, Mr. J ones. Kormula too.
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Questions:

I. Is faith inclusive or exclusive? If exclusive I wonder what
all does it exclude.

2. Is baptism a work of righteousness?

3. Is a devout (RELIGIOUS) praying man a Christian, or
how can you tell one?

4, Do you baptize people BECAUSE they have been baptiz-
ed with the Holy Spirit like the house of' Cornelius?

5. How does one MANAGE to get the Holy Spirit, or is it
unconditional to us?

My friend argues that a man cannot do a thing to bring
about his salvation, yet we are told to “Save yourselves from
this untoward generation” Acts 2:40 and we are said to be serv-
ants to the one we obey and when we obey from the heart a
form of doctrine, “Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness.” Rom. 6:18. According to Bap-
tists doctrines I am made to wonder why God gave commands.

Argument one is based on Jno. 1:31 and Mr. Jones -claims
this baptism made Jesus manifest, but it will be remembered
that it was to make Him manifest to ISRAEL, as they did not
know him; but John baptized many, knowing the one on whom
“thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him,
the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost” Jno. 1:33
So many were baptized in water, but the descent of the Holy
Spirit proved which one of the many was Jesus, the Son of God.
But the man gives a meaning of the word “Manifest” and I won-
der how he gives such meanings without mans help. Please re-
member he says “If we receive the witness of men, the witness
of God is greater” but he said that only to head me off, trying
to keep me from showing that he is not in harmony with his
own scholarly brethren. They shall face you Mr. Jones.

Second argument is based on Luke 7:29 which teaches that
baptism in some way justified these people and Mr. Jones says
in defining “Justification” I mean that a person has been ac-
quited of the guilt of sins and has been accounted righteous be-
fore God.” So in some way these people became righteous be-
fore God by baptism.

Third argument from Luke 7:35 which I give from one of
his own translations, by Goodspeed, “So wisdom is vindicated
by all who are really wise’” and wonder where he gets baptism
in that passage. Poor man dieing before we get startted, it
seems.

Fourth argument. Matt. 3:11. John did baptize people INTO
a state of reformation and since the Greek word EIS, which this
man used, (yet he does not believe in taking men's word) is al-
ways PROSPECTIVE, John baptized them “INTO a profession
_of repentance says J. M. Pendleton’s notes on New Testament
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and Pendleton is the man who wrote the Baptist church Manual
which Ballard, another Baptist debator said is the doctrinal
BASIS for ALL ORTHODOX Baptist churches. So I agree with
Baptist when they write as scholars and not as a biased Baptist.
Of course John baptized people INTO a state of repentance, be-
cause his baptism was “in order to obtain the forgiveness of
sins” when they truly repented. Goodspeed, Baptist, on Mark 1:4.

Fifth argument. Matt. 3:14. John the Baptist needed bap-
tism. But Mr. Jones knows he never got it, and therefore I guess
he was not a Baptist, since baptism is a pre-requesit to church
privileges in a modern Baptist church says Pendletons Baptist
church Manual, their doctrinal BASIS. I wonder if Mr. Jones
is like John and needs to be baptized. No doubt if he would be-
come a believer instead of a prejudice man he could be baptized
all right. All know John did not really mean he actually needed
to be baptized, but he felt his inferiority compared to Jesus and
so expressed himself. That only proves the BEST baptize the
others. If he actually needed baptism, being such a good friend
to Jesus it appears to me that Jesus would have assisted him
in getting what he ACTUALLY NEEDED. Instead he let this
good friend of his go to his grave NEEDING BAPTISM and
never got it. I would actually be ashamed to teach such a
thing, Mr, Jones. A man cannot truly believe in a physician and
reject his prescriptions. Neither can we really believe the Lord
and doubt he means for us to obey when he speaks, or com-
rhands.

Next his questions.

1. “Was John the Baptist a child of God?" Answer. YES.

2. “Was John right when he said to Jesus “I have need to be
baptized of thee”? YES. He was also right when he said he bap-
tized the penitents” IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE FORGIVE-
NESS OF SINS” Mark 1:4.

3. ““How does one put on the Lord Jesus Christ?” A believ-
1ng, penitent, baptized INTO Him. Gal. 3:27.

“Did any one except the apostles receive the Holy Spirit
as Comforter‘?" NO.

5. “Does ones faith have to be perfect in order to be saved?”
YES.

Sixth argument. Matt. 3:7-9. John required good fruit be-
fore he would baptize, so do I. But I am left to wonder what
GOOD FRUIT IS, and if baptism is a GOOD FRUIT. If you
don't mind, Mr. Jones you might tell us what you think about
it. John had an experience of rather varied condition in his
work of baptizing people. Three classes came to him to be bap-
tized. Those who confessed their sins. He baptized them
without a word. Mr. Jones would not do that. Those who
claimed to be Abraham’s children, or claimed to be saved. John
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refused these baptism, but Mr. Jones would baptize that class.
The other was Jesus himself. He was in a class to himself. John
knew if he was the one born to be the Christ he was too good
for him to baptize, since he baptized FOR the remission of sins,
Mark 1:4 so he was reluctant in baptizing him saying he needed
it if either did, but Jesus had him SUFFER it that time, which
meant they did something against the rule. It was an extra-
ordinary case, yet my friend tries to argue we are to do like
that. John’s baptism was not authorized by Jesus. He authoriz-
ed, or instituted his own kind of baptism, which was to be per-
formed in the name of ather, Son and Holy Spirit, and He was
the subject of John's baptism. Jochn was very distinet from
modern Baptists. He was called THE Baptist BEFORE HE
WAS-baptized. You are called A Baptist after you have been
hantized. He was THE Baptist because he baptized. You are A
Bantist because you have been baptized. John baptized UNTO
(WTS) remission of sing and you baptize BECAUSE of, a mean-
ing never attached to the Greek word EIS. He baptized by au-
thoritv of God and you haptize by the authority of a Baptist
church never mentioned in the Bible. If John's was Christian
baptism the greater part of the Jewish nation was Christian-
ized before Christ came, or Christianity was instituted. If that
is a fact they later FELL and crucified Him.

Mr. Jones says only the ones free from sing can bring forth
GOOD fruit, so T am wanting to know how we are made free
from sins. De we have ONE THING TO DO WITH it, would be
of interest. We naturally wonder. If so of course we would
like to know what. How many commands are demanded and how
many and what are not demanded of us. Of course I am not
asking questions, but we would like to know, and so would our
readers, I wonder if all sinners are dead, and if all a dead man
can do is to rot and stink, I think that is Mr. Jones position, so
how do we get INTO Christ? Because he here says “So we see
that not one under sin doeth good.” How do we get from under
sin is a question in our minds.

Seventh argument is on Cornelius, a man who was ready “to
hear ALL thines that are commanded thee of God” Acts 10:33
but Baptists will not hear some commands, and make a distine-
tion hetween the Lords commands, saving some are essential
and others are not essential to be obeyed. Of course baptism is
the main one they cast aside. This man was ready to HEAR
AL, and he heard one to be baptized. “And he commanded
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord” Acts 10:48. The
truth of the matter is that the Apostles had not gone to Gentiles
with the gospel prior to this occasion and when Peter was shown
that he should 2o doubting nothinz, he zelected six of his Jew-
ish brethren as witnesses, expecting to be questioned on this
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act. God was good and helped him out by baptizing them with
the Holy Spirit to show these six men that he was no “‘respecter
of persons; But in every nation he that feareth him, and work-
eth righteousness, is accepted with him” Acts 10:34-35. These
people had feared God (Acts 10:1-2) but had not worked right-
eousness because righteousness is revealed through the gospel
Rom, 1:16-17. They had never had the gospel preached to them
" before., Now as it is revealed to them they work righteousness,
and God says such are saved, or he accepts such. He also said
“He that believeth and is baptized shall he saved” Mark 16:16.
And these people were commanded to believe, Acts 10:43 where-
in they were, as believers, promised—mind you PROMISED,
remission of sins. But he uses I Jno. 4:13 to prove these who were
baptized had already been baptized with the Holy Spirit, but
Mr. Jones does not baptize such. Besides, on Pentecost, it was
promised to those who were baptized as penitent believers, FOR
the remission of sins. Does he give the Holy Spirit to the total-
ly depraved people, I wonder. I guess not since he says “His
Spirit will be upon those who TURN from transgression”
TURN?

Eighth and last argument is based on Acts 10:43 ‘“Receive
the Remission of sins”. You say the RECEIVING of the remis-
sion of sins is connected with belief, which is proof that you be-
lieve that they were in reception of remission of sins at that
time, while that is only a promise—they SHALL RECEIVE IT.
Who? BELIEVERS. Then as believers, they did not have the
remission of their sins, but had to OBEY ALL the commands,
including that command of baptism, Acts 10:48. To suit Baptist
doctrines, that passage should read “whosoever believeth in him
HAS remission of sins."” So we do not find baptism connected
with remission of sins like this connects it with faith, because
this is a promise and when one is baptized he has the remission
of sins, if indeed he has believed and repented before he was
baptized. To believers who asked what to do, Peter said “You
must repent, and every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ, IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR SINS FORGIVEN;
THEN you will RECEIVE the gift of the Holy Spirit, ‘“Acts 2:38
(Goodspeed, Baptist Translation) Hovey, one of the greatest
Baptist Translations, or commentaries, says “IN ORDER TO
THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS (Matt. 26:28; Luke 3:3) we
connect naturally with hoth the preceeding verbs. This clause
states the motive or object which should induce them to repent
and be baptized. Repentance and the first fruits of repent-
ance were generally inseparable. THE FORMER (Repentance)
COULD NOT BE GENUINE WITHOUT MANIFESTING IT-
SELF IN THE LATTER.” (Baptism) (My Caps) Mr. Jones
says “He.can find remission of sins and baptism in the same
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passage BECAUSE (My Caps) baplism declares the remission
of sins. But in the passage, Acts 2:38, which Mr. Jones refers
to also says repentance the same as baptism, and since baptism
is in the passage BECAUSE baptism DECLARES the remis-
sion of sins, REPENTANCE is also DECLARATIVE. See what
contradictory doctrines get you into friend Jones, and you have
lost all EIGHT arguments. All prophets made mention of the
age called FAITH, and in that way they all spoke of it, but
thev did not ONE of them say we would be saved by FAITH
EXCLUSIVE of everything else, as you teach, Mr. Jones. Neither
did one refer to the institution—Baptist church—you are work-
ing for. So Cornelious did believe, but it was after Peter preach-
ed, as you say, but he was a DEVOUT man hefore that and that
kind Baptists teach are saved already. These people were puri-
fied bv faith, but what kind of faith saves, Jesus? Mark 16:16.
He tells us it was a faith which is strong enough to cause a per-
son to be baptized. Therefore, Mr. Jones loses all eight argu-
ments and Jesus is still right in Mark 16:16. THANKS.

G. E. JONES — Second Affirmative

Mr. Wilhite utterly failed in his efforts to answer me, Sev-
eral of my main proof texts he ignored and he touched others
lightly. He says it is a pleasure to him to refute the error. He
should have said to deny the word of God. He said JONES
says only the ones free from sin can bring forth good fruit. He
utterly ignored Rom. 6:20-22 which I gave as proof. That is
his sly way of denying the word of God.

Now his questions:

1. “Is faith inclusive or exclusive? If exclusive I wonder
what all does it exclude.” It is exclusive. It excludes works and
boasting. Where is boasting then. It is EXCLUDED. By what
law ? Of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.” Rom. 3:27. “Not
of works, lest any man should boast.” Eph. 2:9.

2. “Is baptism a work of righteousness?” Yes. Jesus said,
“It becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” Matt. 3:14.

3. “Is a devout (Religious) praying man a Christian? or
how can you tell one?” No, not if he is an unbeliever like Corn-
elius. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Matt. 7:20.

4. “Do you baptize people because they have been baptized
with the Holy Spirit like the house of Cornelius?”’ No, not the
Baptism of the Spirit, but the Spirit. No unsaved man can re-
ceive the baptism of the Spirit. “The Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive.” Jn, 14:16.

5. “How does one manage to get the Holy Spirit, or is it un-
conditional to us?” No, it is conditioned on faith. “Receive ye
the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith.”
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Gal. 3:2. God gave two commands to the lost man, repentance
and faith. Paul testified to Jews and Greeks “Repentance to-
ward God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Acts 20:21. Bap-
tists do not reject baptism, but put it in the right place.

Now I shall answer his quibbles. 1st, He says God deals in
foolishness. That proves he is lost. “The preaching of the cross
is to them that perish foolishness.” I Cor. 1:17. 2nd, John re-
fused to baptize people claiming to be saved. He refused to bap-
tize the lost Pharisees whom he called a “Generation of Vipers.”
Matt. 3:7. 3rd, Those who crucified Christ fell. No, Jesus said
of them, ‘‘Ye believed him (John) not.” Matt. 21:32. 4th, One
cannot believe in a physician and reject his remedy. But Jesus
did not give baptism as the remedy for sin. 5th, “Jesus did not
authorize John's baptism.” John's baptism was from heaven.
“The baptism of John, whence is it from heaven or of men?”
Matt. 21:25. Anything from heaven has the authority of Jesus
on it. 6th, The Baptist church is a nonessential. It is essential
to proclaim the truth. The church saves no one. “The Lord ad-
ded to the church daily such as were being saved.” (R. V.)
Christ is the saviour, not the church. 7Tth, The Best baptize the
others. He makes John better than Jesus. Now my questions:

1. “Are you better than any you ever baptized?” You are
a Pharisee.

2. “Was Matthias Luce who baptized Campbell better than
Campbell ?”

3. “Is baptism one of the works that makes faith perfect?”

4. “Is the Greek VERB meaning RECEIVE anywhere con-
nected with baptism? Give where found, if so. Watch him fail.

5. “Did you not in an article I have say that the word in-
clude was not found connected with faith but you suppose God
thought we had sense enough to understand that anyway?”

Now let us notice his answers to my questions. 1st, He says
“Yes, John was a child of God.” Good. 2nd, Was John right
when he said “I have need to be baptized of Thee?”’ He said
Yes. One time he answered that question No. We wonder just
which time he was right. 3rd, He says one puts on Christ by be-
ing baptized into Him. Well Paul said to saved people, ‘“Put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 13:14. Paul addressed his epis-
tle in which these words are found “To all that be in Rome, he-
loved of God, called to be saints.” Rom. 1:7. So according to his
answer baptism is for the saved. 4th, He said “No” to the ques-
tion “Did any except the apostles receive the Holy Spirit as
Comforter?” He is caught. All the churches had the Comforter.
“Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee
and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the COMFORT
of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 9:31, So all the churches had the Holy
Spirit as Comforter and he is wrong. 5th, He said “Yes” to “Does
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one’s faith have to be perfect to be saved?"” The scripture proves
him wrong again. Paul said to the church of Thessolonica that
he prayed “That we might see your face and PERFECT that
which is lacking in your faith.” I Thess. 3:10. So the faith of
these saved people was not perfect.

Now as to his scholarship. It is one thing to take the defini-
tion of a word and it is another thing to rely upon the interpre-
tation of scholars. He dotes on scholars. Paul said “Ye see your
calling brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble are called.” I Cor. 1:29. Mr.
Wilhite glories in the flesh. Those he gave as scholars do not
agree with him. Mr. Goodspeed’s punctuation separates baptism
from repentance and forgiveness of sins by two commas. Thus
he makes forgiveness depend on repentance, not baptism. Mr,
Wilhite knows this for one time he changed Mr. Goodspeed’s
punctuation to suit himself. T have proof in his writing. I caught
him and he knew better this time. Pendleton does not say bap-
tism is a prerequisite to salvation. “The former (repentance,
not baptism) is manifested in the latter (baptism).” So he
teaches baptism manifests or declares repentance. So he does
not agree with you.

Now we shall consider my arguments again.

1st. Baptism declared Jesus unto Israel. John 1:31, He claims
it was the descent of the Holy Spirit. John 1:33. Israel did not
see the Spirit descend on Jesus, John said he came baptizing
that “He should be made manifest to Israel.” Manifest means
to declare. So Mr. Wilhite failed.

2nd. T said baptism declared God to be just. He said “In
some way these people became righteous before God by bap-
tism.” The verse I used said the people who heard .John “Justi-
fied God, being baptized.” Luke 7:29. Mr. Wilhite God was the
one said to be justified here. God is always just. So they could
only declare God to be just. Don't dodge the argument.

3rd. He seeks to escape this cne by Goodspeed, “Wisdom is .
vindicated by all who are really wise.” Thanks. The truly wise
are saved. “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament.” Dan. 12:3. You lose again. Luke 7:35 is con-
nected with Luke 7:29 where baptism is found. So the wise or
saved were the ones who vindicated wisdom by being baptized.
You lost again.

4th. He had to change Matt. 3:11 from repentance to re-
formation to suit his idea. This word “Mentanoi” in this verse
is translated repentance and not reformation. John baptized
those who had already repented. So he baptized “eis’” unto re-
pentance in a declarative way. John did not baptlze in order to
obtain the forgiveness of sins. Mark 1:4 doesn’t say obtam The
Greek verb obtain is not there. You lost again, =
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5th. John demanded good fruit before he baptized. Jesus
said only a good tree brought forth good fruit. Matt. 12:33-35.
Rom. 6:22 says ‘‘But now being made free from sin, and become
servants of God, ye have your fruit holiness.” When did they
have their fruit? “Now being made FREE from sin.” Rom. 6:
16-18 teaches the same. “BEING made FREE from sin, ye be-
came servants of righteousness.” No service to God until they
were made free from sin. So the obedience that makes free
(Rom. 6:17) is not baptism. No fruit before heing made free.
No baptism until they have good fruit. This answers Acts 10:
34-35. Working righteousness isn't the cause of being accepted
of God, but evidence.

6th. The house of Cornelius had pure hearts before baptism.
Acts 15:7-9. Notice it. They had received the Spirit. Acts 10:47.
So they were free. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib-
certy.” II Cor. 3:17. They were dwelling in God hefore baptism.
Acts 10:37-38; I John 3:14; Isa. 59:20-21 teaches they were in
covenant relationship. Rom. 11:26-27, that their sins were
taken away. Sure they feared God (Acts 10:1-2) but had not
believed and the gospel had not been preached to them. Rom.
1:16-17. The Spirit witnessed that their hearts were pure.
Acts 15:7-9. In his efforts to evade my argument Mr. Wilhite
contradicts Jesus. He said God gave them the Spirit to con-
vince those six Jews. But Jesus said the unsaved could not re-
ceive the Spirit. He told the disciples He would give them
another Comforter “Even the Spirit of truth Whom the world
CANNOT receive.,” John 14:16-17. Jesus said they CANNOT.
Mr. Wilhite says they did. His doctrine is different from the
Lord's. Peter did not command them to be baptized. (Acts 10:48)
until after they received the Spirit and were saved.

Tth. You dodged the issue. You did not find receiving re-
mission of sins connected with baptism. The believer receives
remission. Acts 10:43. It does not say the one who helieves and
Jis baptized shall receive remission of sing. Remission of sins is
received through faith in Christ's blood. “Whom God set forth
to be a propitiation through FATTH IN HIS BLOOD, to declare
His righteousness for the remissgion of sins that are past.,” Rom.
3:25. So faith in His blood brings remission of sins. Believing
is connected with the receiving of remission of sins. It is up to
you to find the verb (in the original Greek) meaning receive
connected with baptism. If you do not find it then it is not there.

Mark 16:16 Baptism is a figure of salvation. “The like fig-
ure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.” I Peter
5:21. So baptism is only a figure.

Lule 3:3, the same as Mark 1:4, is answered by Matt, 3:11.
John bhaptized for (eiz) the declaration of remussion of sins as
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he did (eis) unto repentance. Matt. 26:28 says nothing about
baptism.

One is no longer a depraved sinner when the Spirit is given.
Acts 15:7-9. God purified their hearts by faith.

Acts 2:38. Repentance in this place was for receiving the
Holy Spirit. “And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38. Repentance is procurative. Baptism is declarative.

8th. Joseph an unbaptized man, was a Righteous man. “Jos-
eph of Arimathea, being a secret disciple for fear of the Jews,”
ete. John 19:38. Luke said he was a righteous man. “Joseph, a
counselor; and he was a good man, and a just.” R. V. (right-
eous man.) Luke 23:50.

9th. The Creation in Christ comes before Good Works. “We
are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus (eis) unto good
works.” Eph. 2:10. You say (eis) is always prospective. So the
creation in Christ comes before good works and thus before
baptism. Eph. 2:10 tells how we get into Christ. We are created
in Him when we believe. “By grace are ye saved through faith.”
Eph. 2:8. “Eis" is prospective to good works. Remission of sins
is not prospective before baptism but the declaration of it is
prospective. How easy to prove my doctrine even by you. You
are the man who contradicts himself. You give yourself away
and concede my point that the new creation comes before good
works when you say Eis is prospective. So the new creation
comes before baptism. The Greek in Eph. 2:10 is ‘“Eis”. I thank
you

10th. Paul Was Not sent to Bantize. “Christ sent me NOT
to baptize, but to preach the gospel.” I Cor. 1:17. He baptized
only a few. “I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; and
I baptized also the house of Stephanas.” T Cor. 1:14-16. Paul
wrote to this church, “Are not ye my work in the Lord.” I Cor.
9:1. But he did not baptize many, but they were all his work
in the Lord.

Now let Mr. Wilhite face these arguments fairly and meet
the issue., When I gave Rom. 6:22 he ignored the scripture and
said Jones said “Only the ones free from sin can bring forth
good fruit.” Let him deal with the proof text.

11th. Christ’s Blood Cleanses before Service. “How much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead work to serve the living God? Heb. 9:14. This agrees
with Rom. 6:22, teaching freedom hefore service.

12th. Unbelief, not Baptism is the Cause of Condemnation.
“He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned already, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT
BELIEVED in the name of the only hegotten Son of CGod.”
Here we have unbelief given as the cause of condemnation.
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I was about to overlook Acts 2:40 “Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.” This has no reference to saving
themselves from sin, but from the influence of the priests and
Pharisees.

JONES-WILHITE DISCUSSION
Wilhite’s Second Negative

Moderators, Opponent & Friends: Again I am before you
to refute what my opponent has to say against the Bible truths.
In answering my questions he says FAITH is EXCLUSIVE be-
cause Paul said the law, system of faith EXCLUDES the lav
of Moses and BOASTING. We neither include that law or boast-
ing, but I wish you would notice that he has in one swipe EX-
cluded—cut out—repentance, prayer, Holy Spirit; all just be-
cause he hates his own mother, BAPTISM—so much. There
could be no Baptists without being baptized, but he hates it so
badly that he permits himself to cut out these other things in
order to get rid of baptism as the Bible teaches it. He says too
that baptism is a work of righteousness while the Bible no
where says baptism is a work. Baptists are in the habit of do-
ing such things. The Bible does say faith and repentance are
both works, and he has just EXCLUDED WORKS, as you see
above, therefore Baptist doctrines EXCLUDE both faith and
repentance. John 6:29 says “This is the WORK of God, that ye
BELIEVE on him whom he hath sent.” But if baptism is a work
of righteousness and Peter said ‘“he that feareth him, and
WORKETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, is accepted with him” Acts
10:35 I guess he accepts none but the baptized, in working
righteousness. Baptist doctrines is the cause of such miserable
failures, Mr. Jones. Next the man tells us that a religious, pray-
ing man is not a Christian. When every one knows he and his
brethren have always said such were Christians, whether bap-
tized or not. He takes this stand to save himself on Cornelius,
but he has virtually acknowledged he does not baptize like those
of that house. He does not baptize because one has been bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit, and he will say as much. Still he
bases his argument on this case and says he baptizes like they
were. Just as he also claims that he baptized like John, and
was baptized like Jesus. Still when he is pressed he says Jesus
was baptized to be made manifest unto Israel and he was not,
that Jesus was not baptized BECAUSE OF the remission of
sing, but he was. Pshaw. Then Mr. Jones says the reception of
the Holy Spirit is conditioned upon our believing. God gives us
the Holy Spirit, I WE BELIEVE, he says here, and in his
book Tribe of Israel, p. 12 he says “we learn that repentance
and faith are graces inwrought (WORKED IN) by the power.
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of God.” So according to his contradictions God gives faith,
works it in by his power Spirit, but he will not give it to one un-
til he believes. He MUST BELIEVE before God will give the
Holy Spirit, but the Spirit gives the faith. How is it done we
wonder.

In defining the terms of this debate Mr. Jones says the be-
liever is “one who through the ENABLING POWER O THE
SPIRIT has humbly repented and trusted Christ for salvation”
thus again we see that he believes both repentance and faith
are gifts coming through the Spirit, still he says he gives the
Spirit on the CONDITION that we believe. That is a shame.
But in this article he says they are commands to the lost man,
still the Spirit gives them to the lost man. Impossible, sir. If
Mr. Ford gives me a thousand dollars, he doesn’t command me
to take it, as all well know. Besides, he here makes them TWO
COMMANDS, and he says FAITH IS EXCLUSIVE, therefore
he thus EXCLUDES REPENTANCE. People you can see where
Baptist doctrines lead a person.

Now I give him another list of questions:
1. Do you baptize a person BECAUSE OF his salvation to

make him a Baptist member?

2. Do you know of a recognized translation or a Greek lexi-
con which gives EIS in Acts 2:38 BECAUSE OF like you Bap-
tists do?

3. Does Jesus mean for us to believe AND be baptized and
be saved, Mark 16:16 or is that passage spurious as you teach
in Tribe of Ishmael, p. 227

4, What is the fruit of FAITH?

5. In what order would you place these words: Repent, Be-
lieve, Love, Pray, Baptism, Works, Reception of Holy Spirit,
Saved, Confess, Baptist member?

I did not say God deals in foolishness, but according to Bap-
tist doctrines he does. In answering what he calls my ‘“‘quibbles”
he numbers 7 of them, but he even gets them mixed, giving the
nuumbers at random, and all mixed up. He also quotes only a
part of what I say at times. Why even the law of Moses was
from heaven but Jesus to day does not endorse it for us. He
took it away giving us a better covenant, so he did about bap-
tism, Mr. Jones says today the Baptist church is essential to
proclaim the truth. In other words you couldn’t get the truth
without the Baptist church which is composed of baptized peo-
ple. Without baptism there could not be a Baptist church and
without a Baptist church there would be no truth, and Jesus
said the truth “MAKES YOU FREE.” Jno. 8:32 therefore no
TRUTH WITHOUT BAPTISM, which is equal to NO SALVA-
TION WITMOUT BAPTISM. You didn’t go to do that did you
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Mr. Jones? Now his questions:

1. “Are you better than any you ever baptize?”’ YES. I am
a Christian and they are just a believer, who only has ‘power to
become the sons of God. " Jno. 1:12.

2. “Was Matthias Luce who baptized Campbell better than
Campbell ?"” Don't know.

3. “Is baptism one of the works that makes faith perfect?”
No, not on the part of the one who is baptized, because he is
passive. Ben M. Bogard says that too. Hardeman Debate, p.
131. You say a person is passave in salvation, (Isa. p. 12) there-
fore you and your brother Bogard together make baptism save.
Baptism is a work for the one who does the baptizing, like when
we bury the dead. The living dig the grave and bury them.

4. “Is the Greek VERB meaning RECEIVE any where con-
nected with baptism?"” Don’t know. Immaterial, so T haven’t
looked it up. Should not be, since that is connected with a prom-
ise and when a person is baptized he has been saved and not
promised.

5. “Did you not in an article T have say that the word in-
clude was not found connected with faith, but you suppose God
thought we had sense encugh to understand that any way?”
Don't know. Don’t deny it, because it is the truth and you teach
the same, else you do away with prayer, repentance, ete., for
salvation. You see that I know.

In noticing what I said to his questions he forgot to say any
thing about Mk. 1:4. Of course that was a slight oversight. He
even says he forgot Acts 2:40 and came back and answered it
as though that was the ONLY one overlooked, but I see several.
He rears about me not seeing Rom. 6:20-22, a passage he garbles
on p, 3 of this art. He has reason for leaving off the latter part
of that verse, stopping his quotation at a comma. But I asked
him why God gave commands if he didn't mean it and he didn't
answer. That was in answer to his Scripture ‘above. Then he
misquoted me, because I said ‘““A believing, penitent, baptized
INTO Him.” Gal. 3:27 and he says I say one puts on Christ by
being baptized into him. Trying to create prejudice and make
it baptism alone. There-is a difference in being comforted by a
thing and receiving the very thing in its comforting POWER.
The word comforts people, but it does not INSPIRE us like the
Apostles were. We do not have the Spirit like they did. The
Thesolonians faith grew that is all. He seems to think faith is
IMPERFECT, yet he says God GIVES it, therefore God gives
us an IMPERFECT something. I'd hate to ascuse God of such,
Because I didn’t place a comma where it belongs my FRIEND
says I did it purposely, but I know better now; still he misquotes
me, and garbles the Bible, if that is true. Goodspeed, a Baptist,
places “in order to have your sing forgiven; then you will re.
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ceive (PROMISE) the gift of the Holy Spirit,” (Acts 2:38) af-
ter they were commanded both to repent and, be baptized. So

does Hoveys Commentary. He gets every thing mixed though.
He doesn’t know how many arguments he has numbered. He
even makes all Israel Christs or Lords who were baptized.

In answering his 5th argument I used Pendleton and reply-
ing to me on the 4th argument he says Pendleton did not say
baptism was a prerequisite to salvation as though I accused him
of such a thing. Be ashamed man. That is why I would hate to
debate orally with this man. He is the worse to misrepresent I
ever met. Act fair. Hovey does teach repentance is not genuine
without baptism. “Again i. e. submit to the rite in order to be
forgiven” (p. 258). You change Hovey and make him say repent-
ance is manifested by baptism, a thing he did not say. Again
you misrepresent me by saying I said righteous when I said jus-
tified and you make a distinction in the two. But he thinks I
changed repentance to reform when they really mean the same,
and I'll let Mr. Jones tell us if he hasn't said we repent INTO
life. Remember he claims we repent BEFORE WE BELIEVE,
and we are not saved until we do believe. Still we repent INTO
LIFE. Acts 11:18. T suppose we get IN life before we believe.
Eh. Pendleton, the man who gave you your BASIS said “INTO
a profession of repentance” commenting on Matt. 3. T asked, in
a way, if baptism is a good fruit, and what is a good fruit, but
the man refused to tell us, still he noticed every thing. He
teaches a man is saved before he can do a thing. God gives him
faith, but God does not give the Holy Spirit to any but Christ-
ians, therefore through the Spirit he operates on a saved per-
son, gives faith. I showed that John was called THE Baptist
without being baptized, but he wasn't. He was called THE Bap-
tist because he did baptize, and this man calls many Baptists who
do not baptize at all. John baptized “with a view to the forgive-
ness of sins” Hovey in Luke 3:3 and you baptize BECAUSE of
remission of sins, knowing the Bible does not teach such. He
baptizes by the authority of God and you by the authority of
a Baptist church, a thing not so much as mentioned in the
Bible. Quite different, people. If he only baptized Christians,
most of Israel was Christianized before Christ was made known,
then fell from grace and killed the Lord, or head of Christian-
ity. I am still wondering if we have ONE thing to do with bring-
ing about our salvation. If we are born dead, as Baptists teach,
and all we can do is to ROT and STINK, as Mr. Jones says,
then we are goners unless the Lord saves us wholly uncondition-
ally. He is a Hardshell. He can’t, and WILL NOT DARE TELL
US HOW WE GET INTO CHRIST, showing how faith comes,
or what constitutes the new birth. I dare him to attempt it.
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The Bible says BELIEVE AND he BAPTIZED to be saved.
Mark 16:16. Jones says BELIEVE and be SAVED to be BAP-
TIZED. He says “Being made free from sin” quoting Rom.
6:18 leaving out the word THEN. Pshaw.

He also leaves out the word baptize when speaking of Corn-
elius and the Spirit. Why? He says “Sure they feared God
(Acts 10:1-2) but had not believed and the gospel had not been
preached to them. Rom. 1:16-17. The Spirit witnessed that
their hearts were pure. Acts 15:7-9.” That is an EXACT quota-
tion from you, so when do you have them receiving the Spirit.
As he BEGAN to speak the SPIRIT fell on them says Peter,
and that was before they had time to obtain faith by this hear-
ing, according to your own theory. Their hearts were made free
by HEARING the “word of the gospel, and believe.” Yet it was
as they, the Jews, were made free and the Jews were told as b-
lievers to REPENT and bhe BAPTIZED “in order to have your
sins forgiven” says your BIG brothers Goodspeed and HOVEY.

If baptism is a FIGURE, Peter says it SAVES. I Pet. 3:21 and
I believe him. One is no longer depraved when God gives the
Spirit, you say, so he gives the Spirit to change them from DE-
PRAVITY. Gone again.

~ So Joseph was a righteous man, a disciple. Disciple does
not mean a Christian, Hovey says that simply means he was
fair, honorable, at his counsel. He was under the law. Jesus
taught his followers to keep that law. Matt. 8:1-4 and Paul says
if we go back under the law to be justified “Ye are fallen from
grace.” Gal, 5:4. Cornelius was the very same kind of a man
before he was able to work righteousness, then he was saved.
You seem to think that included baptism, since baptism is a
work of righteousness.

Eph. 2:10 does not tell when we get in Christ, neither does it
tell how, but those in Him are created in Him ahd they are still
going on in, UNTO, toward, good works. Mr. Jones says we are
“CREATED IN CHRIST ... BEFORE GOOD WORKS.”
Then without our doing a thing he CREATES some IN HIM and
others rejected, and who is to blame for such things,

Surely my friend does not believe Paul made a mistake when
he baptized because he wasn't sent, as an apostle to baptize.
Others could do the baptizing, but others could not PREACH,
as they did that day, which means REVEAL, by inspiration,
and that is what he means. As an apostle he was sent to reveal
the gospel, but did baptize and thus he “KEPT THE FAITH.”
IT Tim. 4:1-8. Crispus whom he baptized is ONLY called a BE-

'LIEVER, Acts 18:8 which shows what is meant by a BELIEV-
ER. It is one who has obeyed, else the devils were saved, be-
cause he believed. Jas. 2:19. It took the planting, watering, and
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