sl

a'-ﬁ

w?"

 AMITH - BOGARD
DEBATE

J
.
: ’? A Discussion Between
EUGENE S. SMITH BEN M. BOGARD
CHRISTIAN AND BAPTIST
Dallas, Texas Little Rock, Ark.

o,

KK NMILT Y RO ADD I




SMITH - BOGARD
DED AT B ; m

I - - )

A Discussion Between

EUGENE S. SMITH BEN M. BOGARD
CHRISTIAN AND BaPrisT
Dallas, Texas Little Rock, Ark.

Held in Dallas, Texas
MAY 12, 13, 14, 15, 1942

) ¢
MobERATORS
J. L. HINES L. S. BALLARD
Christian BapTisT

Dallas, Texas Dailas, Texas

*

Price

$2.00 Per Cory

Address All Orders to
GosPEL BroapcasT

Box 4445 Dallas, Texas



FOREWORD

HIS four-night discussion between Ben M. Bogard of

Little Rock, Arkansas, and Eugene S. Smith of Dallas,
Texas, was held in the Fair Park Auditorium at Dallas,

Texas, May 12-15, 1942.

Each speech was recorded by dictaphone and transcribed
for this book. No attempt has been made to alter the speechies
but rather the material has been printed exactly according
to the way it was spoken on the stage.

A sincere attempt has been made to bring out the book,
free from errors typographically but no attempt has been
made to alter the language used or to delete from the record
any word or add to it any argument.

Mr. Bogard and Mr. Smith each went over the final proofs
of their own speeches and have signified that the record is
correct as printed.

The propositions were discussed in the order presented
in the book and only one two-hour session was given to each
proposition. It is probable that a clearer presentation is
possible when more time is given to tne discussion but such
could not be arranged at the time the debate was held. We
believe the truth was upheld and that this debate will do
good in printed form as it did for the thousands who heard
it orally as delivered.

Therefore asking the blessing of God upon this work we
send it forth to a public which is desirous of knowing the
~will of God.

“Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you
free.”



Dmposil‘ions Discussed

No. 1: The Bible teaches that the church of the
New Testament was set up or established, on the
Day of Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ. Eugene S. Smith, affirms; Ben M. Bogard,
denies.

No. 2. The Bible teaches that in conviction and
conversion, the Holy Spirit exercises a power or
influence in addition to the written or spoken word.
Ben M. Bogard, affirms; Fugene S. Smith, denies.

No. 3. The Bible teaches that baptism, as taught
in the commission of our Lord, is for, in order
to obtain, the remission of sins to the penitent be-
liever. Eugene S. Smith, affirms; Ben M. Bogard,
denies.

No. 4. The Bible teaches that it is impossible
for a child of God to apostatize so as to be finally
lost. Ben M. Bogard, affirms; Eugene S. Smith,
denies.
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PROPOSITION ONE
The Sutzhlishment of the Church

EueeNE S. SwmrtH, Affirmative, FirsT SPEECH

I am very happy tonight to have the opportunity of stand-
ing before this fine audience to affirm the proposition which
has been read in your hearing. It is a very important proposi-
tion. This is one of the fundamental things that needs to be
established in the mind of every person in the world. Some
may not know that, but we trust that you shall understand
it as we go along in this discussion.

“The Bible teaches that the Church of the New Testa-
ment was set up or established on the first Pentecost follow-
ing the Resurrection of Christ.” The definition of the
terms will be very brief. You have the definition, you have
my outline. For in a large auditorium like this, instead of
using charts as is customary, I deemed it advisable and well
to put those charts in your hands so that you might refer
to them, so that you might be able to see the scripture refer-
ences that are used, and other things that might have been
put on charts before the audience.

The Bible, the Old and New Testament, teaches, that is,
sets forth clearly and conveys the thought that the Church
of the New Testament, the body of baptized believers made
by and governed by, the Will of the New Testament. Get
that part of the definition very clearly. The body of baptized
believers made by and governed by the New Testament or
Will of our Lord. That church was set up or established,
that is it became complete and operative, it was put in oper-
ation and began to function as a body, on that day of Pen-
tecost following the resurrection of Christ—the one that is
referred to in the second chapter of the Books of Acts. Thus
we might say that our proposition is, the Bible, the Old and
New Testament, clearly sets forth the idea, that the body
of bhaptized believers made by and governed by the New
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Testament of the Lord, became complete and began to operate
as a complete unit on that day of Pentecost mentioned in the
second chapter of the Books of Acts.

Now the discussion of this proposition is very important,
for when we know, when we can understand, the time of the
establishment of the church, the time the church began, then
we are able to know how we may enter that church, and how
we should live as members of the church. Some have thought
that the church or the kingdom, began way back in the days
of Abraham. There have been all kinds of times set for it
by different men and different religious groups. Some say
that it began in the days of Abraham, others in the days of
John the Baptist, and others have the correct idea that it be-
gan on the day of Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ. Now if it began in the days of Abraham, we would
have to go back there to see and understand how one could
become a member of it, how they should live as a member
of it. If it began in the days of John the Baptist, then we
would go to the days of his teachings, to the days of the per-
sonal ministry of Christ as he associated with John and taught
the people. We would go there to learn how to become mem-
bers of it and what to do as members of it. But since it did
not begin at those times, but began on the day of Pentecost
following his resurrection, we go there, and when we go
to that place and time, we can know what the Lord would have
us to do in order to become members of his church, that
he is building—the church that is governed by his will.
And as it is in this church that we are saved, and as out of
it there is no salvation, we need then to do that which is taught
in the apostles’ teachings as they did from that time on. So we
see the importance of establishing the truth on this proposi-
tion.

And now I turn to my first argument in the affirmative,
an argument that will be so clear that everyone of you will
see it, will have no trouble whatsoever in understanding it
and when this one argument is completed you could be
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firmly established and will be, I believe, established in the
idea that my proposition is correct and that I am affirming the
truth tonight. I call your attention then to the second chapter
of the Book of Isaiah, where the prophet spoke the word
and the will of the Lord. He said, “It shall come to pass in
the last days that the mountain of the Lord’s house, or Je-
hovah’s house, shall be established in the top of the moun-
tain, and shall be exalted above the hills and all nations
shall flow unto it, and many people shall go and say, Come
ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord’s house
to the house of the God of Jacob, for he will teach us
his way and we shall walk in his path. For out of Zion shall
go forth the law and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

I want you to notice now, some things that the prophet
states here. First of all, this house, mountain of Jehovah,
was to be established and that is the thing we are talking
about now. This was a prophecy of the establishment of the
church, for we read in First Timothy 3:15, that the house of
God is the church of the living God, therefore when Isaiah
spoke of the establishment or the setting up of the house
of God, he spoke of the establishment of the church—the
thing which we are studying tonight. This prophecy then, of
the mountain of the Lord, the house of the God of Jacob be-
ing established in the last days, was a prophecy of the estab-
lishment of the church. Mountain of the Lord refers to the
church also. For mountain is used in the Bible many times
figuratively, to refer to kingdom. For instance in the second
chapter of the Book of Daniel we read of that vision which
Nebuchadnezzar had. In the vision he saw a stone cut out of
the mountain without hands, which stone became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth. In interpreting that
dream Daniel said, “This is the kingdom of God.” Then this
mountain stood for the kingdom of God. In the days of these
kings shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom. The moun-
tain was a kingdom. The mountain of Jehovah’s house is the
kingdom of Jehovah’s church. Therefore this prophecy in the
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second chapter of Isaiah has to do with the establishing of
the church of the Lord, and with nothing else. There may he
quibbles, there may be things said about it, trying to take
that thought out of your mind, but remember this, that Paul
definitely and positively stated, I Timothy 3:15, “That the
house of God is the church of the Living God.” Therefore,
this prophecy of the establishment of the house of the Lord
was a propehcy of the establishment of the church, and the
prophet said, God speaking through the prophet said, (for
no prophecy came of old times by the will of man, but holy
men spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit). God said,
through the Prophet Isaiah, that the house, or kingdom, shall
be established in the last days. It could not then, the word of
God being true, and we know that the word of God is true,
and that the scriptures cannot be broken, the word of God
therefore being true, we know that the mountain of Jehovah’s
house, the church of which we are studying tonight, could not
have been established before the last days and I submit to
you humbly tonight friends, that this dispensation of time
which is known as the last days began on the day of Pente-
cost following the resurrection of Christ, and therefore the
kingdom of God could not have been established before that
time.

Another prophecy was spoken by Jehovah through the
Prophet Joel, in the second chapter 28 to 30th verses when he
said, “It shall come to pass in the last days that I will povr
out my spirit upon all flesh.” On that day of Pentecost, Peter
standing up before an assembled audience of many thousands
of people, from fifteen different nations said, “This is that
which was spoken by the Prophet Joel, it shall come to pass
in the last days.” Therefore this day, this day of Pentecost
which is spoken of in the second chapter of the Book of Acts,
this day of Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ,
one of those days spoken of as the last days, and I submit
to you tonight, my friends, that it was the first day of that
dispensation of time known as the last days. There is no
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day in the Bible referred to as the last days befors this day
of Pentecost. In the 11th chapter of the Book of Acts, the
15th verse, the Apostle Peter said that the Holy Spirit fell
on Cornelius and his house as on us, at the beginning. That
day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit fell on the apos-
tles, was the beginning—the beginning of what? It was the
beginning of this dispensation in which we live, the last days
—the dispensation in which the church of the Lord was to
be the family or the house of God. On that day, these last
days began and therefore before that day, the church could
not have been established; but on that day, that being one
of the last days, the prophecy of the Lord could be fulfilled
and was fulfilled and on that day, that day of Pentecost,
the first, the beginning day of this dispensation of time in
which we live, these last days—on that day the church was
established.

But then we turn to another thought. In the second chap-
ter of the Book of Daniel, to which 1 referred a moment ago,
Nebuchadnezzar saw a great vision. He saw a mighty image
with head of gold, arms and shoulders of silver, belly and
thighs of brass, legs of iron, feet and toes part of iron and
part of clay. He saw that image until it was broken by the
little stone cut out of the mountain without hands, which
smote the image upon its feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake in pieces the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the
gold; ground them into powder, until the wind carried them
away and there was found no place for them in the whole
earth. Now,Daniel, in interpreting that dream, says that the
image stood for four kingdoms; and that the little stone
which became a great mountain and filled the whole earth,
was to be the kingdom of God. He said, “Thou, O King, art
the head of gold.” There, then, was the Babylonian Empire,
with Nebuchadnezzar reigning supreme over it—the first of
four, great, world-wide empires. When that kingdom fell,
there came upon the ruins of it, the Medo-Persian Kingdom,
the second, the kingdom of silver—the two arms and shoul-
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ders of silver. And afler that came the belly and thighs of
brass—a third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over
the whole earth—the Macedonian, or Grecian, under the di-
rection of Alexander the Great.

And then, finally, when that third kingdom had gone
down, a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, for-as-much as iron
breaketh into pieces and subdueth all things, so shall it break
in pieces and crush. Here, then, is the Roman Empire, and
when Daniel said, “In the days of these kings,”—What
kings? The Roman kings. While the Roman Empire is the
power in the earth, while the Herods and the Caesars hold
sway over the entire civilized earth—"In the days of these
kings, shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed; neither shall the sovereignty thereof be
left to anoiher people, but it shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms and it shall stand forever.”

Now, I know there are some who say that that kingdom
has not yet been established, but notice this, my friends, it
was in the days of these Roman kings, and those kings have
all been dead and buried long ago, and that kingdom has
crumbled as the other kingdoms of the earth have, and fell.
The Kingdom of God must have been established, then, during
the time of that kingdom, and I am sure that Mr. Bogard will
not disagree, but will agree that it was established in the days
of that Roman Empire. While the Herods and Caesars were
upon the throne, John the Baptist came in the wilderness,
preaching, the kingdom of God or of heaven is at hand. And
those words, Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven, are
used interchangeably in the Bible, to refer to the same insti-
tution. And he said, the Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of
Heaven, is at hand, depending upon whether you read from
the Book of Matthew or that of Mark. But then Jesus came,
being baptized of John, and began to teach that the Kingdom
of God is at hand, or come nigh unto you. And he sent forth
twelve and then he sent forth the seventy after them and said,
Go, but do not go to all the nations of the earth, do not go to
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the Gentiles, go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel
and as you go, you shall preach, Repent, for the Kingdom of

God is at hand.

My friends, it could not have been established in those
days for that time at hand, for that “come nigh unto you” sig-
nifies the kingdom yet to be established in the future—a
kingdom which at that time had not been set up. But the ma-
terial was being prepared by John. That was his mission in the
world. He was preparing material, but that kingdom was no
more established than this auditorium was built when the ma-
terial was all scattered about here on the ground, was pre-
pared, yes, and hauled to this building site, yes, and the
workmen stood round about ready to build, yes, the audi-
torium was all here in material, but was not complete and
was not functioning as it is at this time. So in that day they
were preaching the Kingdom of God is at hand, it is near, it
is nigh, but it was not yet set up or established. And finally,
even after John was dead and buried, after he had died so
faithfully proclaiming the word of God, they carried his
headless corpse to a grave and after that time, Jesus said,
Upon this rock I will build my church. He still put the build-
ing of it in the future. Why even little seven year old boys
know that. For the other day I talked to my little boy, and I
said, “Sonny, if you pick up all this paper in the shop,”
that was only last Saturday, “I will give you a quarter.” And
he did the job well, picking it all up. On Sunday we were rid-
ing along in the car, and he said, “Daddy, you haven’t paid
me yet.” I said, “Why, I have given you many a quarter,”
And he said, “Yes, but you didn’t give me one after you said
that, yesterday.” He knew that and he kept on until he finally
collected it, too. That’s one bill I paid because he kept after
me until I did. He knew that when I said on Saturday, “I
will give you a quarter,” that he had not yet received it, that
I had not given it to him, that that was a promise for the
future. Run to the Greek all you want to, run to any language
in the world you want to, but every seven year old boy and
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girl in this land and country, going to the wonderful schools
that we have, they know tonight that when we say, “will
build,” we mean will build in the future and not that we have
built it in the past and are going to add something to .
No, not that, but it is something that is promised in the
future.

After John was dead and buried, Jesus said, “I will build
my church,” and more than that, he said it will come very
soon. For he said, in Mark the ninth chapter, the first verse,
“Verily, verily, there be some that stand by, that shall in no
wise taste of death until they have seen the Kingdom of God
come with power.” Now notice, during your lifetime, before
you in any wise taste of death, it shall come with power.
What shall come? The Kingdom of God. This kingdom which
we are preaching is now at hand, it shall come with power,
during the lifetime of you men that stand here. And again, in
Luke the twenty-fourth chapter, 49 verse, he refers to that
power, when just before he was to ascend to the Father, he
said, “Tarry in the City of Jerusalem until you receive power
from on high.” The power is coming and when in the first
chapter of the Book of Acts, they asked of him regarding this
kingdom, their minds still being bound down by Jewish tradi-
tions and by the material dreams of an earthly kingdom, they
still expected the kingdom to be of this earth instead of heav-
en, asked him, “Will you at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” They knew that it had not yet been established, that
the promises that he had made had not yet been fulfilled,
and they said, “Will you at this time give the kingdom to
Israel?” And he said, “It is not for you to know the times
nor the seasons which the Father has appointed, but—/(and
here is the answer, now), You shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you.” And why did he say that?
Why, he had told them (Mark 9:1), that the Kingdom of God
would come with power. He had told them that they would
receive power, and now when they asked regarding the com-
ing of that kingdom, or the establishing of that kingdom, he
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says, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you.” Therefore he settled, once and for all, the time
that the power would come and therefore the time the king-
dom would be set up or established. And on the day of Pen-
tecost which we read in Acts 2, when that day was fully come,
they were all together in one place and suddenly there came
to them a sound as of a rushing, mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting, and there appeared
cloven tongues, parting asunder, like as of fire, sitting upon
each one of them, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance. They have now received the Spirit; the
power was to come with the Spirit, and the kingdom was to
come with the power; therefore, on that day, the Kingdom of
God, the church of the New Testament, the church governed
by the will of Jesus Christ, was set up or established. And on
that day—we turn back now to the second chapter of the
Book of Isaiah—for in this second chapter of the Book of
Acts, as this prophecy is fulfilled, Peter, preaching by the
truth of Ged’s word, the thirty-ninth verse, said, “The prom-
ise is unto you and your children and as many as are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him.”
For the first time—get it, please—{for the first time, the gos-
pel is preached to the Gentiles. You say they were not there;
it matters not whether they were there or not, Peter on tlat
day announced that salvation in Christ was now for all na-
tions—for you, the Jews; for your children, the future gen-
erations; and to all that are afar off Gentiles (Eph. 2:1). And
you, who were once far off, Gentiles, are made nigh by
the blood of Christ. That, my friends, is the statement made
by Peter, and remember that Isaiah says when in the last
days, the mountain of Jehovah’s house shall be established,
all nations shall flow unto it. Notice what he said. Before that
time there was no invitation to the Gentiles; before that time
there was no preaching to them; before that time the preach-
ing was restricted and was only ‘to the Jews; but beginning
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on that day of Pentecost, Peter said, “All that are afar off.”
Now, all nations can come; now the tabernacle of David has
been re-established, has been set up. Now, the crucified Christ
has begun to call out of the Gentiles a people for his name.
And on that day, in the days of the Roman Empire, in a time
that was near at hand, near to the preaching of John and of
Jesus, of the twelve and the seventy, near to the personal
ministry of Christ, in that day in which the Holy Spirit came
with power, the Kingdom of God was set up—in the last days
—and in that day all nations were embraced in the gospel
that was preached—under the commission which Jesus had
given after he was raised from the dead—an invitation that
had never before been uttered upon the earth—to you and to
your children and to all that are afar off. All nations shall
flow unto it, and in that kingdom they shall be brought to-
gether and made to be a people for God’s own possession—
a people who in time past were no people, but who have now
become the people of God. By the fulfillment of these
prophecies, by the divine record of the fulfillment, we have
the matter clearly and firmly forever established, that the
Kingdom of God, the church of the New Testament, was set
up or established and began to operate as a body on that day,
motivated by the Spirit of God which had come to the apos-
tles and which henceforth taught them and as they were
taught by the Spirit, they taught others, and so people walked
in the apostle’s doctrine.

Now my Iriends, here is the concluding argument in this
discussion, and I call to your attention some pertinent
facts, that you need to consider very earnestly. If the kingdom,
or the church, was set up during the personal ministry of
Christ, before he died on the cross, then it was set up and es-
tablished upon an untried foundation, which was contrary
to prophecy. In the twenty-eighth chapter of the Book of
Isaiah, the 16th verse, we remember that God said, “Behold,
I lay in Zion a tried stone, a sure stone.” But remember this,
that stone, that stone which Paul says is the foundation, and
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other than which no man can lay, that stone was not tried and
proven to be perfect until the resurrection. In Romans 1:4
Paul says, “Declared to be the Son of God with power, by the
resurrection from the dead.” Before that time, he was the
untried stone—the stone, if you please, that was still un-
proven—but when by the resurrection from the dead, Christ
was proven to be the Son of God with power, we have in Zion,
in the City of Jerusalem, the place of the establishment of
the church, as Mr. Bogard will agree. We have, then, in that
cily, the tried and true stone, other than which no man can lay.

And again, if the church of the New Testament, the King-
dom of God, governed by the New Testament, was established
before the death of Christ, it was a church of the New Testa-
ment, without a New Testament. You have a thing that is of
the Testament before you have the Testament; for we read
in Hebrews the ninth chaptr, the 16th and 17th verses, “A
Testament is of force after men are dead; and is of no strength
at all while the testator liveth;” and it is interesting to know
that the words that Christ was speaking from day to day, as
he walked the hills and plains of the Land of Canaan, those
words did not become of effect and power and force until
after his death. That New Testament which he was making,
which was to govern the people of the earth for all time, re-
ligiously, after it became of effect and force, was not in effect
during his lifetime. Then, he said, “Observe the things that
the scribes in Moses’ seat, teach you.” “Go and offer to the
priest the sacrifices that Moses commanded you.” Moses has
spoken these things—then keep them. “These things observe
and do.” Why was that? Because until that day of Pentecost,
when the Spirit came and began to make known the Testa-
ment of the Lord, which had not been made of force and
effect by his death, until that day. They were still under the
Old Testament law. And if you have a church of the New
Testament established before that day, you have it without
a New Testament, and you have a thing that is of a Testament,
before you have the Testament iiself. And more than that,
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if you have the church established before that day of Pente-
cost, you have it established as a Jewish institution and the
church was not to be a Jewish institution, but it was to be a
family—a kingdom, if you please—made up of men and
women out of all the nations of the earth. But during the
personal ministry of the Christ, the commandment and the
commission was always to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,
and not until this day of Pentecost did they begin to preach
under the world-wide commission, “Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature.” This is the first pro-
clamation of the fact that Jesus, the only begotten Son of
God, had been raised from the dead and had been made both
Lord and Christ. This is the first time it is proclaimed and
by the preaching of that gospel, on that day, men and women
were called by the holy commandment, to obey the command-
ments of the Lord, and in obedience o the New Testament of
the Lord, they were made to be a church—a people, called
by the gospel out of the world, for the Lord’s own possession,
that they might show forth the excellencies of the Lord. And
a church established before that time is strictly and entirely
and completely a Jewish institution and is built on a founda-
tion that does not have in it the death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ—a thing which my opponent tonight will not
accept. He won’t take one into his church until that one be-
lieves in the death and burial and resurrection of Christ. Yet
these facts were not preached before that day of Pentecost,
and any church established before the day of Pentecost had
to be established upon some other foundation, and had to be
something other than a gospel church. Then, last of all, a
church established before that day of Pentecost, was a dead
body. “The church is the body.” (Eph. 1:22). Paul said
that. And in James 2:26 we read that the body without the
spirit is dead, as the church had no spirit in it, as the spirit
had not been given in the name of Christ before that time.
As Christ said, “It is expedient that I go away, for if I go
not away the Comforter will not come, but if T go, I will send
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him unto you.” As the church that day was established, and
as the Spirit began then to operate through it, and through
it preachers of the word were thus to proclaim to the world
the salvation in Christ, so there could not have been a church
before that time, without its being a dead church, for before
that day there was no spirit. Therefore, upon that day that the
Spirit came, upon that day that the gospel was preached as
embracing all nations, upon that day in which salvation was
offered to the Gentiles—the first day of the last days, of this
dispensation, the mountain or kingdom of Jehovah’s house,
the church of the New Testament was set up, was established,
and began to operate and function as a body on earth, moti-
vated by the Spirit of God, and it still stands today, wearing
the name of Christ and with Christ as its head, doing the work
that Christ has for it to do. And, my friend, in it tonight there
is salvation—by the same thing, by the same commandment,
in the same way that it was commanded and authorized on

that day—that day of Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ. And I thank you.

Ben M. Bocarp, Negative, First Speech

You have just heard a most excellent speech spoken by
my young and powerful opponent, and it seems a pity that
I must tear it all to pieces when it looks so good to him and
to his brethren. But that is exactly what I came here to do!
Take up the speech in the order in which my friend delivered
it. Begin with Isaiah 2:2, “and it shall come to pass in the last
days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be estab-
lished upon the top of the mountains and shall be exalted
above the hills.” And he made that refer to Pentecost when
it refers to the final glorious victory of the church over all
the nations. The word mountain means government, he won’t
deny that, and the government of the Lord’s house, the Lord’s
church, will one day be over all the nations. That certainly
did not come on the day of Pentecost. Then he read from Dan-
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iel, the second chapter about the little stone cut out of the
mountain without hands that filled the whole earth. Unfor-
tunately my friend, it didn’t say that was done on the day of
Pentecost. I too, think the Kingdom of God will fill the whole
earth, someday. That did not begin on the day of Pentecost,
at least my friend did not prove it. That didn’t fit. Then
comes my friend and says that it begins in the last day, yes
sir, but in Acts 10th chapter he read where the Holy Spirit
was poured out on Cornelius and his household, as on us
at the beginning. The beginning of what? Not the beginning
of the church but the beginning of the administration of the
Holy Spirit. Christ was the administrator during his personal
ministry and the Holy Spirit became the administrator when
Christ left the earth—DBeginning of the administration of the
Holy Spirit and not the beginning of the church. Then he
quoted where John the Baptist came to prepare the way of the
Lord, saying that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, that’s
true. John the Baptist was never in the kingdom a day in his
life, but was the forerunner of the king, and proclaimed the
coming of the king, and the soon-coming kingdom. That
doesn’t say that it is going to begin on the day of Pentecost.
or even remotely hint at it. Then comes my friend and quotes
from Matthew 16, “Upon this rock I will build my church
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” He pre-
sumes that that means to found my church—start it. Even
then it didn’t say Pentecost. He would have to prove by some
other scripture for Pentecost. But the word in the original,
my {riend won’t deny it, at least sometimes means to enlarge,
embellish, to build up. Like a young man goes to college to
build his character, not to start his character, to begin his
character, but to build up, to enlarge his character as a
scholar and a gentleman. The church already established
can be built up in the future. Then my friend read from
Mark 9, “There be some standing here that shall not taste
of death until they see the kingdom come with power. It
didn’t say come into existence, but come with power. In that



SmiTH-BoGARD DEBATE 19

same chapter, it says, Jesus and his disciples, three of them,
went up on a mountain where he was transfigured before
them, and they saw the kingdom in power, and then they lived
until Pentecost, and as far as that’s concerned, the power of
the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, baptismal
power. That didn’t say it came into existence.

Now listen, I am going to use my good friend as an
illustration. My {riend advertises himsel{ in his paper, and
I hold the paper in my hand, the issue before the last.““Eugene
S. Smith, young and powerful, known as firm and fearless
from coast to coast.” That’s what my friend says about him-
self, young and powerful. Now he came to this house to-
night in power, unless he goes back on what it says in the
paper, and there is no reason why he should, for he did make
a powerful speech. He came to this house tonight, this great
auditorium in power. Did he come into existence tonight? He
says the power came when the church came into existence.
Did the power come when you came into existence, or didn’t
you bring the power with you, my friend Smith? The king-
dom came in power, it did not say came into existence. My
friend came tonight in power, but he didn’t come into exist-
ence tonight. I am sure he didn’t, as you well know. Then he
quoted where the disciples asked him “Wilt thou at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” The Jews thought that Jesus
was going to be king and establish the Jewish kingdom like
it was under David. And they wanted to know if it was not
the time for that. Are you going to do that now? The Lord
said, That’s none of your business. We are not going to do
that now, we are not now going to restore the kingdom to
Israel. The thought is that one day, the Jewish kingdom will
be restored. I as much believe, as I believe I'm standing here,
that the Jews are coming back into power, and they are going
to have their own kingdom established, and that Jesus Christ
is going to rule over them as a nation. But that has nothing
to do with Pentecost. This passage does not refer to Pentecost.
Now that is all he said about the establishing of the church,
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and then he comes around and offers some objections to the
proposition, that if it began during the personal ministry of
Christ, it was founded on an untried foundation. That’s his
first objection to the idea which Baptists hold. Untried foun-
dation, I wonder if Jesus was tried by the devil in the wilde:-
ness for forty days? Did the word ‘temptation’ mean tried?
He won’t deny it. He put him to a severe trial and he stood the
test—not uniried. But, he said that he had to be tried by
death, burial and resurrection. All right, even then that was
before Pentecost. For it took place fifty days before Pente-
cost. He won’t deny that. Either way you figure it you have
your church before Pentecost.

Then the next objection was that we have the church with-
out a New Testament—New Testament church without a New
Testament. My friend thinks the New Testament had to be
written before the church was established. If so, it wasn’t
established on the day of Pentecost, for there wasn’t a line
of it written for a number of years afier Pentecost. Not a
line of it. Christ made his will by word of mouth, and by
actions. What he did and what he said was his will, and he
did that while he was living, and the apostles did not make
the will for him after he died. They only wrote what he had
taught, and no more and no less. The Holy Spirit merely
brought to their memory what he had taught, and no new
thing was put into that New Testament after Christ died. If
this be so, then somebody added it to the will of the Lord.
The will was made by the life, the teachings and the actions
of Jesus. Not written out, he never wrote a word except what
he wrote on the ground, and I don’t know what that was,
neither does my friend. And to say he had no will or testa-
ment until after he died, why he made his will, but with no
force, he says. I wonder. While a man is living he manages
his own affairs and then leaves it to the administrator to
carry it out after he dies, and so Jesus made his will while
he lived and carried on his own business while he lived with
his church and when the administration changed on the day of
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Pentecost, then the Holy Spirit carried on under that will—
the same will. You might as well say that the United States
Government comes into existence with every change of the
administration. That won’t do. Mr. Roosevelt became presi-
dent of the United States and when he dies, or resigns or
gets beat, or whatever, someday somebody else might be presi-
dent, there will be a new administration, but not a new United
States government. And so when Christ administered himself
while he was on earth, then the administration changed on the
day of Pentecost, that’s all. Then he said if we had a church
before Pentecost, it was a Jewish institution. It didn’t help
it any on Pentecost, there wasn't a mother’s son or daughter
there except Jews on the day of Pentecost. They were there
from seventeen different nations, Jews, and the church was
made up of Jews, and Jews only. You couldn’t prove there
was a Gentile within five hundred miles of Jerusalem on the
day of Pentecost. So it’s a Jewish institution any way you
fix it. Then he said it was a dead body if it exsited before the
death of Christ, because they had no spirit. Well, well, well,
the Holy Spirit came into existence on the day of Pentecost.
[ wonder if my friend takes that position. I wonder if Eliza-
beth wasn’t filled with the Holy Ghost back yonder even be-
fore Christ came, in the first chapter of Luke. I wonder if
John the Baptist wasn’t filled with the Holy Ghost from his
mother’s womb. Why certainly. The Holy Spirit didn’t come
into existence on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit merely
came as an administrator on the day of Pentecost, not into
existence. His work was the new birth, Jesus taught it in the
third chapter of John, you must be born of the Spirit. No
spirit before now? Well, but somebody may say, wasn’t it
given on the day of Pentecost? 1 wonder. Jesus here says, we
speak that we do know and testify that we have seen, and vou
receive not our witness, people were born of the Spirit—and
no spirit. My friend says there was no spirit until the day of
Pentecost. Very well.

Now, I have disposed of absolutely everything my friend
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says, item by item, point by point, scripture by scripture,
and I have only used eleven minutes of my time. Now I will
go on and give my friend something to do. I appreciate this
magnificent congregation. There must be at least twenty-
three hundred people present tonight for there are twenty-
six hundrd seats on this ground floor, and I estimate at least
twenty-two or twenty-three hundred in this andience. I want
it to go into the book that we are making, that the people
came in great numbers and listened qu:etly to the Bible dis-
cussion, and let the world know that these discussions arc
not as bad as they are represented as being. Now, my friend
quoted several passages of scripture to prove his Pentecost
theory, and it’s nothing but a theory. But the passages he
quoted are peculiar because some of his passages say church,
but do not say Pentecost; some say Pentecost, and don’t say
church, and some other passagcs he quoted don’t say Pen-
tecost or church, either. That very fact kills his theory. !
want to call attention to that, for that is enough to upset the
theory in the minds of every thinking person. For if it is true
that the church did begin on the day of Pentecost, surely scme
passage would say so. But he added up, and he has said this
and that and the other, and drawn some far-fetched con-
clusions, but not one time can you find anywhere it says the
church began on the day of Pentecost. Every Bible doctrine
is beneficial to somebody, and the fact that this Pentecost
theory benefits nobody, does not help or hurt andbody, it
surely could not be according to the scripture. What harm
could it do Baptists if my friend should prove that the Lord’s
church was established on the day of Pentecost? It would not
prove the Baptisis do not constitute the church. Suppose that
a Mexican should be able to prove that the United States
Government began on the fourth day of July, 1776.
That would not prove that that Mexican was a citizen of the
United States. Knowing when the United States Government
began would not make that Mexican a citizen of the United
States. Suppose a citizen of the United States should he wrong
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about the exact time the government began, for inslance he
might actually believe that our government began on the 19th
day of September, 1786. Certainly this would not be true,
but it wouldn’t knock him out of citizenship because he was
wrong in his opinion about the exact time the government
began. His citizenship would not depend upon his knowl-
edge of that historical fact, by no means. Even so, if my
friend should actually prove the Lord’s church began on the
day of Pentecost, it would not prove him to be a member of
that church. Neither would it prove the church organization
to which he belongs is the organization that began at that
time. Baptists have nothing to lose if the Pentecost theory
could be proved to be correct. It would only show the Baptists
did not understand when the Baptist Church began. They
would only be in error concerning the exact time of iis be-
ginning. Convince me that the Pentecost theory is correct,
and instead of causing me to cease being a Baptist, it would
only convince me that I had been mistaken in the exact time
the Baptist Church began. I can trace the origin of Baptists
back to Pentecost as the only church under God’s shin-
ing stars, that such a thing can be done.

I do not and I shall not, call my good friend a Camp-
bellite, because that name is offensive to him. But the doc-
trine he preaches is Campbellism, having been originated by
Alexander Campbell, who is the founder of the church to
which my friend belongs, and it was founded in the year
1827. Campbell himself said so on page 465 of his encyclo-
pedia. I quote “After the Baptists had in the year 1827 de-
clared non-fellowship with the present reformation, thus by
constraint, and not by choice, they were obliged to form
societies out of those communities split on the grounds of ad-
herence to apostolic doctrine.” That’s the end of that quota-
tion. What good will it do my friend to prove the Pentecost
theory, when the church to which he belongs began 1800
years after Pentecost? What harm will it do Baptists if he
should actually prove that impractical theory, which does
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nobody any good or nobody any harm? It seems to me its
wasting time. That is the historical idea when the church be-
gan.

Now I'm giving my friend some negative arguments. I
take pleasure in presenting the Bible. First, Jesus was king
before Pentecost (John 18:37), Jesus said “I am a king, to
this end I was born.” Second, his kingdom suffered before
Pentecost (Matthew 11 and 12). “From the days of John the
Baptist until now the kingdom suffereth violence.” Third,
men pressed into the kingdom before Pentecost, (Luke 16:
16), “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that
time the kingdom of God is preached and every man press-
eth into it.” and fourth, people were hindered from entering
the kingdom before Pentecost, (Matthew 25:15), “You will
not enter in yourself, neither suffer them that are entering
to go in.” Fifth, we have ordained ministers before Pente-
cost, (Mark 3:13,14), “He ordained the twelve and sent
them forth to preach.” And sixth, there was a commission to
preach the gospel by the disciples before Pentecost, (Luke
9:1-6), “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to
heal the sick,” and so on; and seven, they were authorized to
baptize, and actually did baptize converts before the day of
Pentecost, (John 4:1,2), “Jesus made and baptized more dis-
ciples than John, though Jesus baptized not, but his disciples.”
Eight, they had the Lord’s Supper before Pentecost, (Luke
22:19,20), Jesus there instituted the Lord’s Supper and told
them to continue to observe it until he came. Nine, they had
a rule of discipline, before Pentecost, (Matthew 18:16,17),
Jesus instructs the disciples how to settle their differences,
and if they can't settle it otherwise, tell it to the church. Ten,
they had the gospel before Pentecost, (Matthew 24:14 and
Mark 1:1), It says “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.” Eleven, Jesus said there was no doubt about the
kingdom existing before Pentecost, (Luke 11:20), “If I by
the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of
God is come upon you.” If Jesus had no doubt about the
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kingdom existing while he was here, during his personal min-
istry, why should my good friend and his people doubt it?
Twelve, Jesus had a company or church beginning from the
baptism of John (Acts 1:21), where they chose a sucressor
to Judas and it said that one must be chosen who has com-
panied with us all the time the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, “beginning from the baptism of John.” If my
friend can find where it says the Lord’s company, church,
began at Pentecost, he will find a contradiction to the words
of Peter, who said, “Beginning from the baptism of John.”
It didn’t begin with the baptism of John, but from the bap-
tism of John—the material that John made ready. I’ll change
my views on the subject, if he will only show where it says
beginning at Pentecost, and my views will be that the mis-
sionary Baptist Church began on Pentecost, instead of begin-
ing during the personal ministry of Christ. I could back up
and hitch on to Pentecost—the only church in the world
that can do so. Thirteen, Jesus gave the great commission to
his company of disciples before Pentecost, (Matthew 28:
18 and 20), “Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you, and Lo, I am with you, always, even unto
the end of the world.” He gave that commission to some-
body, or something, that was going to exist to the end of the
world. He couldn’t have given it to an individual, for no
individual lived to the end of the world—all are long since
dead. But he gave this commission to something that was go-
ing to continue to exist until the end of the world. Nothing
but the church fills the bill, for all individuals have died
since then. The church institution lives on, and is living on.
That commission was given and that body of believers who
had been with him all the time the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, beginning with the baptism of John, received
the commission and they have been carrying it out from that
day till this. Fourteenth argument, all things were given into
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Jesus’ hands before Pentecost. John 13:3 says, “Jesus know-
ing the Father had given all things into his hands.” If all
things had been given into the hands of Jesus before Pente-
cost, it certainly follows he didn’t get anything else on the
day of Petecost that he didn’t have previously. Fifteenth, *hey
had the spirit before Pentecost, (Matthew 10:20), Jesus sent
out his disciples and said, “When you go, think not what ye
shall say, for it shall be given you in that self same hour
what you shall say, for it is not ye that speak, but the spirit
of my Father which speaketh in you.” My friend savs that
does not apply to them during the personal ministry. Then
he was giving his disciples instructions to go on beyond his
personal ministry, and certainly they had something to con-
tiue beyond that personal ministry. It had its beginning there
and continued on down to the present time. Sixteenth, Jesus
said God had appointed unto him a kingdom, not would do it
later, (Luke 22:29,30), “I appoint unto you a kingdom as
my father has appointed me.” There is the past tense, I ap-
point unto you a kingdom as my Father has appointed unto
me. Already had it, now turning it over to you to carry out my
work when I am gone. Seventeenth, Jesus had his tlock be-
fore Pentecost, (Matthew 26:30-32), “The shepherd shall
be smiiten and the flock scattered,” Jesus said. Jesus was
smitten before Pentecost, and his flock was scattered. Only
two or three hung around the cross when he was being put
to death. And First Peter 5:2 says, “Feed the flock of God
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof,” evidently
meaning the church. The church is the flock and the elders
have the oversight of the flock and Jesus said the flock would
be scattered when he was crucified.

Eighteenth argument, Jesus distinctlly said he would
leave his church when he left the world, (Mark 13:31-34).
He said it was as a man who left his house and gave his ser-
vants authority and a work to do, and commanded them to
watch for they knew not when the master of the house would
return. What is meant by the house, (First Timothy 3-15),
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says, “The house of God which is the church of God.” And
since the Bible says the house is the church, and ke said he
left his house when he left the world; you can’t leave this
auditorium if the auditorium is not here, and he couldr’t
have left his house if his house hadn’t been there.

Nineteenth, Jesus distinctly declared the kingdom was
actually in their midst before Pentecost (Luke 17:20,21),
When he was demanded of the Pharisees when the kingdom
of God should come, he said “The kingdom cometh not with
observation, neither shall you say lo here, or lo there, for
behold, the kingdom of God is among you.” Now he certainly
did not mean the kingdom was within those wicked Pharisees’
hearts, and all Greek scholars, my friend won't deny it, say
that within you means among you—the kingdom is here
among you. The kingdom won’t come with observation, or
a great big demonstration, but the kingdom is right now
here among you and you haven’t observed it.

Now the Twentieth argument, is, my friend and I agree
that the tabernacle in the wilderness was a type of the church.
The tabernacle was built, completed in every detail, before
the sacrifice was made on the altar. Hebrews, ninth and
tenth chapter, the high priest, type of Christ, took the blood
of sacrifice and went from the tabernacle into the Holy of
Holies, which is a type of heaven. If that type holds good,
then Jesus built his church, completely built it and had it
furnished completely and then offered himself as a sacrifice
on the cross and took his blood, as the high priest, info the
Holy of Holies, which is heaven.

Twenty-one, Jesus told the Jews the kingdom would be
taken away from them and given to another nation, (Matthew
21:43), “Shall be taken from you and given to another nation
bringing forth fruit.” Taken from the Jews as a nation, and
given to the Gentiles. If the kingdom hadn’t been there with
the Jews, he could’t have taken it from them. I can’t take
that book away from my friend unless he has it, and Jesus
couldn’t have taken the kingdom away from the Jewish nation
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if hadn’t been there. And he did take it away from the Jew-
ish nation and it became a Gentile church from that time
on. Then again, Jesus distinctly said, this the twenty-second
argument, that he was master of his house before the day of
Pentecost (Matthew 10:25), “If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them
of the household?” Well, how could they call him master of
the house, unless he was master of the house? They called
him Beelzebub. He said, I am master of the house, and they
called me that.

Twenty-third, Jesus in prophecy was to sing in the church
(Psalms 22,23), and the only time he ever sang was in con-
nection with the Lord’s Supper when they “sang a hymn and
went out,” (Mark 14:26).

Twenty-fourth argument, Jesus said some were in the
kingdom, some were out of the kingdom before Pentecost,
(Mark 4:11), “To you it is given to know the mystery of
the kingdom, but to them that are without, all things are done
in parables.” Some on the inside, some on the outside. To
you is given to know the mystery of the kingdom, but those
on the outside, are spoken to in parables.

Twenty-fifth argument, the apostles were set in the church
before Pentecost. First Corinthians 12:28, “God has set
some in the church, first apostles.” That doesn’t mean they
were the first members. I believe they were the first mem-
bers, but that particular passage doesn’t say it. The first,
gift, well that is the thing we ave talking about and the first
gift of the church is the gift of apostleship, and we read in
the sixth chapter of Luke where he set them in as apostles,
during his personal ministry.

Twenty-sixth, if the kingdom did not begin until Pen-
tecost, then it follows that God left the world without either
law or grace for a space of fifty days. My friend and I agree
the law was taken out of the way and nailed to the cross (Col.
2:14-17). From the cross until Pentecost was a period of fifty
days, and if the law was dead fifty days before Pentecost,
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and the plan of salvation under the new dispensation, as my
friend argues didn’t begin until Pentecost, then it follows that
there was neither law nor grace in the world for a period of
fifty days, and no one could be saved during that time. Bap-
tists teach that salvation has been by grace all the way
through. But my friend teaches salvation by the law, but that
law was done away with 50 days before the day of Pentecost
when the first gospel sermon was preached, then nobody could
have been saved during that fifty days, the interval between
the time of the death of Christ and the day of Pentecost.
Alexander Campbell and his followers to this day teach that
the keeping of the law saved the people back before the days
of Pentecost, after that, the first gospel sermon being preached
on the day of Pentecost, all have been saved by the New Tes-
tament plan. My friend and his people know that is so. Now
if that is so, then God left the world absolutely without hope,
forsook the world, left the world without any chance at all.
A doctrine that becomes absurd like that cannot be a scrip-
tural doctrine.

I have answered everything my friend said, item by
item, point by point, given him twenty-six negative argu-
men's, with the scriptures quoted, and it is up 1o
my good friend to say what he pleases and I am sure he will
do the best he can with your careful, earnest attention, and
I trust you will be benefited by this discussion. I thank you.

EuceNE S. SMmiTH, Affirmative, Second Speech

I’m so glad to be here tonight—aren’t you? And I really
thought when 1 was preparing for this debate that I would
have more competition than this. I thought of the fame that
had traveled ahead of Mr. Bogard, the experience that he
has acquired in far more than two hundred debates that he
has had, that he would be able to answer those arguments
that I presented—that’s the duty of the negative, not to make
affirmative arguments, but answer affirmative arguments
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that have been made. I thought he would be able to do it,
and I thought that he would be fair enough to consider them
—not to take one scripture and isolate it from the other and
totally ignore the argument that was made by the gathering
together of these scriptures as he did, saying, No, this text
does not say anything about one thing, and this one not any-
thing about another thing and this one not about something
else and so none of them apply. I did not think that he would
presume on this audience to waste your time in any such way
as that and totally ignore his duty in the negative, of answer-
ing those arguments. But—we’ll see more of that as the debate
shall progress from night to night.

Now, he has presented what he terms twenty-six argu-
ments. He has read twenty-six passages of scripture and
hasn’t made an argument. Those are not arguments. Why, I
could call a litile child up here and read the things that he
has read and the people out there would know about as much
about them. He hasn’t made an argument. I have noted
some of those things—they can all be noticed together—
for they all come under one heading, and he misuses and
misappropriates and misquotes and misapplies, even those
scriptures, by presenting them in connection with the proposi-
tion tonight, and he knows it, as well as I know and as well
as you know it.

Now, he talked about the kingdom being taken from the
Jews and given to others, talked about the church that was
to be taken from them and given to another—isn’t that what
he would lead you to believe—that that is the kingdom
which, according to the Baptist position, had been set up
among the Jews and was then to be taken from them and
given to another? He knows and you know that Christ there
referred to their position as the kingdom under God, the
position which fleshly Israel had had for over fourteen hun-
dred years, and that position of favor was to be taken from
them, was to be given to another people, a people who in time
past were no people, but have now become the people of
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