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INTRODUCTION

The following pages have been written by Brother E. L.
Whitaker in review of -the arguments put forth by a Baptist
preacher to sustain his doctrine of “The Final Perseverance
of the Saints” or, as it is more commonly called today, “The
Impossibility of Apostasy”. Brother Whitaker is a fellow
laborer with me and a neighbor in the City of Memphis.
He has been preaching the gospel for some forty years and
I have been personally acquainted with him during most
of these years. He is a humble man and a diligent worker
and always conservative, safe and sound in his views. There
has never been any question about either his character or
his faith in all these many years. He has had his problems
and has probably been mistreated and misrepresented by
men who should have been his friends and supporters;
but even these men have not charged him with misconduct
or with unsoundness.

His reasoning in this booklet and his knowledge of the
Scriptures will easily be seen and properly evaluated b{
any candid reader. He show#l'a thorough familiarity wit
the word of God and he sets forth its plain teaching on every
point.

The book that Brother Whitaker is reviewing is entitled
“Once For All.” It was written and published by G. E. Jones
of the Bethel Baptist Church, Morrilton, Arkansas. Brother
Jones contends valiantly for the Baptist position on the
question that is under discussion. He uses the same Scrip-
tures that all Calvinists use on this point and he draws the
same conclusions that they draw. He is never careful to
see whether or not his conclusion contradicts his doctrine
of man’s inability to believe and be saved.

The title of the book illustrates the fallacy upon which
the whole argument is based. “Once For All” is taken, of
course, from the language of Heb. 10:11-18. There it is
repeatedly stated that Christ made an offering that com-
pletely atones for sins and that this offering needs never to
be repeated. He was offered once for all in contrast with the
sacrifices of the Mosaic Law which had to be offered again
and again as the years rolled by.

Mr. Jones reasons that, since Christ’s sacrifice is ade-
quate to take away our sins, the efficacy of this sacrifice
will continue to be applied to our hearts without regard for
our beliefs or unbeliefs, our adependence upon the sacrifice



or our rejection of the sacrifice. In fact, the whole Baptist.
contention is based on the doctrine of the inability of man
to do anything for himself in the matter of salvation. Before:
he is converted, he is dead and cannot think, see, hear, be--
lieve, understand, repent, confess—in fact, he is totally dead.
and is wholly passive in the matter of salvation. God must.
perform a miracle of grace in his heart and save him. Then,,
after he is saved, he is still wholly helpless, completely pas-
sive, unable to disbelieve, decide, or to do anything that.
would damn his soul. When he was in the service of the:
Devil, he could not get out if he wanted to, and he was.
so completely dead that he could not even want to. God.
took him out by miracle, and now he is so completely
under God's control that he cannot get out if he wants to.
If he decides that he loves the Devil better than he loves
the Lord; he loves sin better than he loves righteousness; he:
ractices evil more than he practices good, he still cannot.
lost, for God will not permit him to be lost; God will not
allow the Devil to take him. At first, he could not quit.
serving the Devil without the aid of God, and now he cannot.
quit serving God, even with all the aid the Devil can give-
him, because the Lord will just not permit it. Man’s volition
is completely ignored and even denied by this doctrine.

e l!lJoint may be illustrated by the old story of the
Negro who was standing in the streets of Nashville, Ten-
nessee, during the Civil War, when a company of Federal
soldiers came marching down the street. An officer ad-
dressed the old colored man after this manner:

“Say, you black rascal, why don’t you get a gun and
help us fight? Don't you know that we are fighting for
your freedom? Why aren’t you fighting with us?”

The old Negro replied in the characteristic Negro man-
ner:

“Boss, is you evah seed two dogs fightin' ovah a bone?”
Well, you know the bone don't fight. You and the Rebels
is fightin' ovah the Nigger. The Nigger the bone; he don’t
fight.”

This is exactly the logic of the Baptist position. They
make God and the Devil the dogs and man the bone. They
assume correctly that God is the stronger and, therefore,
they assume that he will have the bone when the fight is
over. The Devil will be unable to get the bone from his
possession.

The reader can surely see that the issue in dispute is
not the adequacy of Christ’s atonement; it is not the love or
the ability of God; it is not the relative strength of God and
the Devil. None of us dispute that Christ’s sacrifice is suffi-
cient: that God’s love is compelling; that God’s strength is
infinite; but we know that tiw.- Bible teaches that man is a



free moral agent and God allows him to choose whom he
will serve before his conversion or after that conversion.
If man is allowed to choose, then certainly he may turn
from the Lord to Satan just as Adam did and as millions
of others have done.

That the Bible teaches that some people who have
been converted—born again—but who afterward do ini-
quity, will be cast out of the kingdom and into a furnace
of fire, is so plainly stated that it seems that no one could
bel (;onfused. Here is the statement of the matter in logi-
cal form:

1. All who are in the Kingdom have been con-
verted (Matt. 18:3).

2. But some who are in the Kingdom will be cast
out into a furnace of fire (Matt 13:40-42).

Therefore, some who have been converted will
be cast into a furnace of fire.

1. All who are in the Kingdom have been born
again (John 3:3-5).

2. But'some who are in the Kingdom will be cast
out into a furnace of fire (Matt. 13:40-42).

Therefore, some who have been born again will
be cast into a furnace of fire.

If the truth stated in the above paragraphs cannot be
answered, then any argument that is used to prove that a
Christian cannot apostatize and be lost is a fallacious argu-
ment; and any statement that is used to contradict the
plain principles set forth here must be misused or per-
verted. That Brother Jones, Baptist, has misused many
Scriptures in his book will be plainly evident to those who
read Brother Whitaker's review of his efforts,

I commend Brother Whitaker's werk in this case and
trust that the reader will be greatly profited by studying
these pages. I pray, also, that the one who reads these pages
will brirg the matter to the attention of many others and
that this work may be used to correct error, to warn people
against sin and to induce them to shun every appearance
of evil; to buffet their bodies and keep them in subjection
lest they may be cast away, even through they are preach-
ers of the gospel (1st Cor. 9:27).

G. C. Brewer
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A Once-for-All Answer
to
“Once for All”

G. E. Jones, a Baptist preacher of Morrilton, Arkansas,
has conceived and brought forth a booklet titled, “ONCE
FOR ALL”. He labors hard to prove by the word of God
the “Security of Believers”, a doctrine that originated with
John Calvin centuries this side of the New Testament.
Therefore, it cannot be a Bible doctrine.

In his prefatory remarks he cites (Romans 6:9, 10; Heb.
7:27; 9:12; 10:10), to prove that the Greek Ephrapax, means
“ONCE FOR ALL", and tries to prove by them that it is
impossible to apostatize. These Scriptures do not teach the
impossibility of apostasy. Christ is here teaching that the
sacrifice He made is sufficient for all time. He does not
have to make a sacrifice for sin year by vear as was true
of the high priest under the law of Moses. Hebrews 9:12
gtates, “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us. From this scripture Mr.
Jones makes the following deduction, “Since it is an eternal
redemption and it has been done once for all then we are
saved once for all.” Here he assumes the very thing he
should have proved. Friends, the price Jesus paid for our
redemption is to stand forever. Therefore, it is eternal in
its merit and efficacy. What assurance would we have of
spending eternity in Heaven if God had not prepared an
eternal redemption for us? God's part of the scﬂeme of hu-
man redemption is eternal but man's part is conditional.

He cites Hebrews 10:10, “By the which will we are sancti-
fied through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all”, and makes the same argument (?) that he made
from Heb. 9:12. If he had studied this verse he would have
learned that we are sanctified, set apart, by the will of God
which is the New Testament. It is a matter of impossibility
to be sanctified by the will of God until that will is OBEY-
ED. “And being made perfect he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obeyed him.” (Heb. 5:9)

Mr. Jones tries to find comfort in Eccl. 3:14, He cites the
first part of the verse, “I know that whatsoever God doeth,
it shall be forever”, and then misapplies it. The remainder
of the verse reads: “Nothing can be put to it, nor anything
taken from it: and God doeth it, that, men should fear before
him.” God has made every thing in reference to eternity.
From the truths adduced in ;rs. 1-10 that behind man’s free



moral agency and volition stands the will of God that orders
all events and man can change nothing of this arrangement.
We cannot add anything to or take anything from, those
things which God has made that man should fear Him.
Dangerous indeed, is the doctrine that depends on a per-
version of God’s word for its support.

Heb. 10:14 says, “For by one offering he hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified.” Mr. Jones states, “So God’s
children are saved Once For All”. No one is sanctified until
one accepts the truth. “Sanctify them through thy truth thy
word is truth.” (John 17:17). “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth.” (I Pet. 1:22). Therefore, without
obedience to the truth no one is sanctified. The word sancti-
fy means to render pure, to set apart to a holy purpose.
In the life of a christian it is progressive. “Therefore leaving
the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfecton.” (Heb. 6:1). Perfection is not attained in this life.
“For this very reason make every effort to supplement your
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowl-
edge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness,
and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with
brotherly affection, brotherly affection with love. For if
these things are yours and abound, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For whoever lacks these things is blind and short-
sighted and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins. “Therefore brethren be the more zealous to confirm
your call and election, for if you do this you will never
fall; so there will be richly provided for you an entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
(IT Pet. 1:5-11 R. S. V.). I would like to ask Mr. Jones if it is
necessary to add these virtues to our lives each day, or will
the adding of them just one time be eternally sufficient?

On this passage Adam Clark makes this statement,
“For it is well observed here in several parts of this epistle,
‘To make perfect’ is the same as ‘to procure remission of
sins.” ” So long as one consecrates his life to God he is per-
fected.



PART ONE
‘'THE NOMINAL AND THE REAL BELIEVER”

Elder Jones states that, “A nominal believer has never
been saved,” and then spends much time trying to prove
that every case of apostasy in the Bible was committed by
those who were never saved. That every one who fell from
grace was never in grace, That they were always children of
the devil. I would like to ask Mr. Jones if his nominal
believer accepts the facts of one true and living God? 1. Did
Christ come into this world as 2 climax of God’s love for
Man? Was He crucified, buried, and raised again the third
day? Did he ascend to Heaven and is now at God’s right
hand? Was the Holy Spirit sent into the world to guide the
apostles into all truth? Is the Bible the word of God? Is
hell, the place of eternal fire, prepared for the devil and
angels? 2. Does your real believer, believe more than this?
3. What does your “real believer, believe that your “nominal
believer” does not believe? 4. You state that, “The nominal
believer has never had the regenerating work of the Spirit,
therefore, he may apostatize. “May” expresses doubt, Ac-
cording to your statement there is a possibility of his not
apostatizing. V/hat then, will become of him if he does not
apostatize? 5. Who is responsible for the work of the Spirit
in the sinners’ heart since you state that “One’s obedience
fo the Gospel has nothing to do with one’s salvation?”
6. Is God a respecter of person? 7. What is the difference
between your nominal believer and an alien sinner? Since
you claim that your nominal believer kas never been saved,
neither has an alien sinner. Therefore, they occupy the same
ground. 8. Could an alien sinner fall from grace? That
would be as possible as for your nominal believer to fall.

Friends, these “ONCE FOR ALL” contenders are using
the same “NOT” that the devil used in the Garden of Eden,
in seducing Adam and Eve from their allegiance to God.

“PROOF”

I Cor. 2:4, 5 states, “My speech and my preaching was
not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and power; that your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”
From this scripture Mr. Jones makes the following deduc-
tions: “That some men'’s faith stands in the wisdom of men.
They are nominal believers. Their faith can be overthrown.
They can apostatize.” Yes, all who claim John the baptizer,
John Wesley, John Calvin, J t;hn Knox, or any other man to
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be the author of their church, or belong to churches founded
by man have their faith vested in men. “But he answered
and said, Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not
planted shall be rocted up.” (Matt. 15:13). “Touch not;
taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the
- using; after the commandments and doctrines of men.” (Col.
2:21, 22). Mr. Jones leaves the impression that a nominal
believer can do as he pleases about apostatizing. If he wants
to, he can and if not he does not have to. According to this
man one who apostatizes' is no more a sinner in the sight of
God than one was before one apostatized. He robs apostasy
of its sinfulness and thus, destroys the teaching of God
against it.

“With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”
(Rom. 10:10). Mr. Jones makes the astonishing statement,
“This must be inwrought by the power of God’s Spirit. But
God’s word teaches “So then faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17). From this
Scripture we learn that faith is produced by the word of
God. Mr. Jones does not believe this positive statement from
the word of God by making its source the direct work of
the Holy Spirit in the sinner’s heart.

“EXAMPLES"

2 Tim. 2:17, 18 reads, “And their word will eat as doth
a canker; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; who con-
cerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection
is past already, and overthrow the faith of some.” Mr.
Jones argues, “Here we see some had their faith overthrown
by men.” It matters not by whom their faith was over-
thrown, God said, “Some had their faith overthrown”. This,
Jones denies. “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his.”
(v. 19). Mr. Jones states that, “Those that had their faith
overthrown were not the Lord’s people.” Again he assumes
the very thing that he should have proved. Some time it
is much easier to make a statement than it is to prove that
statement to be true. He also states that “God knoweth them
that are His and His foundation standeth sure.”

Certainly the Lord knoweth them that are His. It would
be a sad affair for Christians if God did not know His own.
And what power is strong enough to overthrow the founda-
tion of God? But, this does not prove that man will always
be true to his part of the contract. If he had read vs. 20-22,
it would have thrown much light on the subject he was
trying to explain. “But in a great house there are not only
vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth;
and some to honor, and some to dishonor. If a man therefore



purge himself from these he shall be a vessel unto honor,
sanctified and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto
every good work."Flee also youthful lust: but follow righ-
teousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.” If there had been no danger of
falling would the Holy Spirit through Paul have warned
Timothy against these things? Warnings are danger signals.

We find this statement in Heb. 10:38, 39, “If any man
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we
are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them
that believe to the saving of the soul.” Mr. Jones asks this
question: “Those drawing back unto perdition, were they
God'’s people before drawing back?” He then cites I John 2:19
to prove they were not. He overlooks the facts here stated.
Webster says that the term “perdition” signifies ‘“to ruin, to
lose."—Complete loss or ruin. Since the drawing back of
these people put them into a state of ruin or loss, it is proof
that they were not in this condition before they drew back.
One that has always been a child of the devil could not
draw back into a state of ruin or loss. The New Testament
with brief notes by Geo. W. Clark and J. M. Pendleton, a
Baptist publication, makes the following comment on this
passage: “But if any man draw back; literally, but if he
(that is, the just man) draw back—abjures his profession.”

I John 2:19 states “They went out from us, but they were
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us; but they went out, that they might
be made manifest that they were not all of us.”

Mr. Jones states, “This proves conclusively that those
who did go back were not children of God.” Again he
overlooks a very important fact in this passage. “That it
might be made manifest that they were not all of us.” NOT
ALL OF US. Some were. Some who went out from them
were of them, their faith was overthrown. Mr. Jones to the
contrary nothwithstanding.

I John 2:9 says that, “He that saith he is in the light and
hateth his brother is in darkness even until now.” Elder
Jones states that, “This man is a nominal believer and has
never been saved.” He should notice what the text says—
“He that saith he is in the light.” There is a difference in
One being in the light and One saying he is in the light.
I know people today who claim to be in the light that have
never obeyed the Gospel of Christ, the very thing
that puts them into the light. Those who claim to be saved
by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in the heart,
apart from obedience to the Gospel, are nominal believers
who have not been saved. *

Jude 19. “These be they who separate themselves, sen-
sual, having not the Spirit.” F.}lllder Jones makes the following



statements; “Here some will argue that a child cf God
can, and that they sometimes do, separate themselves from
God. But those who separate themselves never had the
Spirit. They are nominal believers and have never been
saved.” It would have been very enliy .tening if he had
told from whom these people separated themselves, from
God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit? they had never been with
them. They could not have separated themselves from the
church because God never adds such characters to it, (Acts
2:47). They could not have separated themselves from Satan
and his imps, because that would have put them on the
Lord’s side. For there is no neutral ground. Reader, it is
better to accept the truth, that these people apostatized
rather than to be forced into such an absurd position.

Eze. 36:27 states, “I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes, and you shall keep my
judgments and do them.” Jones says, “Now this settles the
question, When God puts His Spirit within a person that
causes him to walk in His statutes.” This language was ad-
dressed to the house of Israel. (vs. 32). Yet, this very people
did cease to walk in the statutes and judgements of God.
The time came when God said unto the house of Israel,
“I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither
will T accept an offering at your hand.” (Malachi 1:10).
Again, “But ve are departed out of the way; ve have caused
many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant
of Levi, saith the Lord of host.” (Mal. 2:8). These were not
nominal, alien sinners, but God's covenanted people who
apostatized. Did God take His Spirit out of the heart of
this people that caused them to apostatize, or did they cast
God’s Spirit away? Mr. Jones states, “If we will interpret the
word of God in the light of what we have found above it
will enable us to understand all the argument brought to
teach that a child of God can fall away and lose his salva-
tion.” The trouble with Mr. Jones, he does too much inter-
preting for the Lord. If he would let the Lord do His own
interpreting he would learn many wonderful lessons that
he does not know.
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PART TWO
1. Adam fell.

Elder Jones’ dodge on the fall of Adam is rather artful.
He states that, “Adam had never been born again when he
ate of the forbidden fruit.” Mr. Jones should know that
sin had not been introduced into the human family at this
time and no plan of salvation had been given. Adam was the
son of God, so states Luke in his genealogy of Christ, (Luke
3: 38). Before his temptation and fall he was pure and holy.
He knew no weariness, no toil, no sickness, no sorrow, no
pain, no death for the Spirit of God brooded over this
garden and impregnated every breath of air with its life-
giving, health-inspiring elixir. He was free to eat of all the
trees of the garden till God told him not to eat of a certain
tree that stood in the midst of the garden. His liberty and
freedom in eating was then limited. He transgressed God’s
law by eating the fruit of which, God told him not to eat.
He fell. When a christian transgresses a law of God today
he is just as guilty as Adam was then. If Adam's case is
different from a child of God's today why did Paul make
the parallel “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should
bescorrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (II Cor.
11:3).

2. The angels fell.

Mr. Jones argues that, “The angels were not subjects of
God’s saving grace. They did not stand in the merits of
Christ.” The angels were in Heaven much purer than Mr.
Jones, or any other being on the earth. They were in a
much purer place than Mr. Jones is today. They were in
Heaven with God, a place that is possible for the author of
“ONCE FOR ALL” never to occupy. Jesus said, “I beheld
Satan as lightening fall from heaven.” (Luke 10:18). The
angels were cast down (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 12:7-10).
because they kept not their first estate. According to the
gentlemen’s argument he, and his followers are more secure
than the angels in Heaven. “Wherefore let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” (I Cor. 10:12). It seems
that friend Jones has reached this danger point. John 10:27,
28 states “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish.” Elder Jones states that, “Here are three
positive statements. His sheep follow Him. There is no
“if”” in this statement.” This is true as long as they hear
His voice, or the Gospel of Christ. Mr. Jones’ position is,
they cannot cease hearing His voice. These are first sheep,

they as sheep hear and follow and then are given eternal
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life. Whereas Jones says Christ gives them eternal life to
make them sheep.

“Next, He gives them eternal life."” Elder Jones failed
to tell when eternal life is given. “And Peter said, Lo,
we have left our own, and followed thee. And he said unto
them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that has left
house, or wife, or brethern, or parents or children for the
kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold
more in this time, and in the world to come eternal life.”
(Luke 18:28-30). Mr. Jones says, “Eternal life is received in
this world.” Christ said it is received in the world to come.
I believe Christ. “Third, they shall never perish.” So long
as God’s child hears His voice, obeys the Gospel, he shall
never perish. If he follows Christ till death he will go into
eternal life. (Rev. 2:10; Matt. 24:13; 25:46). These scriptures
are too plain to be misunderstood.

3. Ex. 32:32, 33 reads like this, “Yet now, if Thou will
forgive their sin ; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out
of Thy book which Thou hast written. And the Lord said
unto Moses, whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I
blot out of my book.” Mr. Jones states that, “Apostasy
teachers assume that the Lamb's book of life is under
consideration in this place. By reading the chapter_above
we find that Moses was praying for the children of Israel
who had made the Golden calf.” Regardless of what book
that is here mentioned, the Israelites that sinned were blot-
ted out. He seems to entertain the idea that Israel as a
nation was destroyed but each individual was saved and that
God could be sinned against to the extent that He would
blot the guilty party out of His book and still, that individual
will be saved. 1 Cor. 10:1-13. teaches differently. There
are too many cases of apostasy recorded in the Old Testa-
ment for the author of “ONCE FOR ALL,” to prove his
doctrine of the impossibility of it by the Old Testament.
Mr. Jones refers to the Old Testament scriptures in nearly
all of his arguments (?). I want to state ONCE FOR ALL
that after this reply to Ex. 32:32, 33; Deut. 9:13, 14 that I will
not give much time or attention to his references to the
Old Testament as this will suffice for all that he might
have to say. The entire nation of Israel were God’s people.
“And the Lord said, I have seen the affliction of my people
which are in Egypt. (Ex. 3:7) Moses said they were an in-
heritance of God. (Deut. 4:20) They were God’s children
(Deut. 14:1) They were a holy people unto the Lord, a
peculiar people to the Lord, above all the nations that were
upon the earth. (Deut. 14:2) God favored them above all the
nations of earth. “Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth
the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the
14




iving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises.”
f!ltom. 9:4) The Lord sets before them a blessing and a
curse. “Behold I set before you the nation of Israel, this
day a blessing and a curse; a blessing if ye obey the com-
mandments of the Lord your God, which I command you
this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments
of the Lord your God.” (Deut. 11:26-28). “When a righteous
man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth
iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done
he die. Again when the wicked man turneth away from
his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that
which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive.” (Eze.
18:26, 27) From the above we learn that Israel as a nation,
were God’s people, His inheritance, His children, a holy
people unto Him, a peculiar people to the Lord, more high-
‘l‘i vored than all other nations of earth, God set before
em a blessing and a curse. A blessing if they would obey
His commandments, and a curse if they would not obey His
commandments. And that it was an individual affair. Reader,
the idea that a man’s body would be put to death for sin
and his spirit saved in Heaven is not a Bible doctrine. It
did not originate in the mind of God.

4. Numbers 14:11, 12 is fully answered under number 3.

5. "King Saul”

I Saml. 28: 1-20. From this scripture Mr. Jones labors
hard to prove that Saul went to where Samuel was and
since Samuel was in Paradise, “When Saul died his spirit
went to paradise, and that should settle the matter that
Saul did not lose his salvation.” Yet, Samuel said, “Where-
fore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed
from thee, and is become thine enemy?"” (I Sam. 28:16) Saul
murdered himself. (I Sam. 21:4) “No murderer hath eternal
life abiding in him.” (I John 3:15) He died fearing the
Philistines more than he feared God. He was more concerned
about his body than he was his soul. God had departed from
Saul and had become his enemy. Saul was a murderer, and
that without repentance. He feared man more than he
feared God. Yet, Jones says, “He did not lose his salvation.”
Since Mr. Jones has some of the devil’s children in Heaven,
I wonder if he will get the devil himself out of hell into
Heaven— since the devil once had a place with God, (Rev.
12:8) and now believes and trembles (James 2:19)? Reader,
I'm sure you can see the infidelity of his position.

8. “David”
Mr. Jones says, “David committed a grievous sin, but
he did not lose his salvation. That he was better posted in

doctrine than the apostasy teacher. That it was not salvation
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that David had lost, but the joy of it.” According to Jones,
David had salvation from sin, eternal death, all the tor-
tures of hell, was an heir to all of God’s love and mercy, the
eternal association with Christ, the Holy Spirit, the angels of
Heaven, the redeemed of earth and God Himself, and yet,
there was no enjoyment for him. MY! My! what an unhappy
fellow David must have been and may be in all eternity.
David confessed his sin and prayed for God to restore the
joy of salvation. (Psa. 51:2, 12). No one but a teacher of the
security of the believer would try to separate salvation
from the joy of it.

7. Heb. 6:4-6.

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlighten-
ed, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they
shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance.”
This passage has given untold trouble to Mr. Jones from the
lavishness of his elaborations.

He wuses this passage to prove that David did
not lose his salvation. (Psa. 17:15). He uses it to prove that
the, “Elect lady and her children did not lose their salva-
tion.” (I John 4:7). He used it with reference to the resurrec-
tion from the dead, to prove that Paul was right in con-
demning the Saducees for teaching that the dead did not
rise,

Then he says, “It teaches that a child of God cannot fall.”
He says, “Here is a dilemma from which apostasy teachers
cannot escape. If they are right in saying that a child of God
can fall away and be lost then they are wrong in teaching
him that he can be saved again. That contradicts Heb. 6:4-6.”
Mr. Jones fails to tell WHY it would be impossible to renew
to repentance again. These Hebrews had been converted
to christianity but were about to renounce it and go back into
Judaism and in so doing would show their rejection of the
plan of salvation that was sealed by the blood of Christ.
It would show they had more faith in a law that was sealed
bv the blood of animals and abrogated at the cross of
Christ than they did in the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus. It would be impossible to take a law they had accepted
and rejected as untrue and convert them with it again, The
impossibility is not due to the hardness of God’s heart, but
to the hardness of the hearts of the apostates. Any time, any
man is willing to hear, believe, and obey God's commands
from his heart, God will receive him. “Him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) Those who
apostatize can be healed again if they are willing to obey the
scheme that God has provided for their return.
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Mr. Jones states that “The writer of the Hebrew Letter
is showing the foolishness of teaching an in and out salvation.
When they thought he was saved again they would baptize
him again. The writer tells these people that they should
not be ‘Laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and of faith toward God, and of the doctrine
of baptisms.” ” (Heb. 6:1, 2)

Mr. Jones and his people contend that baptism is a
door into the church, and here he actually puts it where
it belongs, in the foundation. Where he got his information
that people were baptized over and over, every time they
sinned, I do not know. He cites Eph. 4:5 to show that there is
just one baptism. Yet, he teaches there are two baptisms.
One of the Spirit and one of water. I wish he had said
whether this one baptism is a Spirit baptism, or a water
baptism. Either one it is Mr. Jones will have to admit that
the other one is an addition. I wonder which one he is
willing to give up? His explanation of Hebrews 6:2 is a bit
amusing. The marginal reading of this passage in the
American Standard Version is “Washings” such as were
practiced under the law of Moses. Some take the position
that the different baptisms mentioned in the New Testa-
ment are here meant. Either position will agree with Eph.
4:5. Mr. Jones’ position forces him to admit that there are
not different baptisms but the one baptism over and over.

8. and 9. are answered under no. 3.

10. Matt. 12:43-45 reads this way, “When the unclean s ;rit
is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places seeking
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, 1 will return into my
house from which I came out; and when he is come, he
findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and
taketh with him seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last
state of that man is worse than the first.” Mr. Jones states
that, “This shows that Jesus was applying this passage
to an unsaved generation, or a wicked generation. Vs. 38, 39
shows that Jesus was talking about the wicked generation
of scribes and Pharisees. They were not born again people.”
Here Christ was talking to God’s chosen people who had
apostatized. How could these people have been born again
before the law of the new birth was established? “For where
a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a testament is of force after men
are dead; otherwise it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth.” (Heb. 9:16, 17) Then, by what law could
these Jews have been born again?
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11. “The Parable of the Tares."”

Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43. Mr. Jones states that, “The Camp-
bellites especially like to use this parable, or a part of it
to teach apostasy.” Lame is the doctrine when its adherants
have to resort to throwing mud and misrepresentations to
substitute it. It is a shame when men cannot discuss the
sacred word of God without resorting to such filth as the
above. He says, “Recently in one of our local papers, a
certain preacher tried to prove from it that a child of God
can lose his salvation.” 1 am surprised at Mr. Jones' con-
descension in replying to a preacher with so little judgment
as to try to prove the possibility of apostasy from a local
paper rather than by the word of God. He says that,
“Wheat never turns to tares, neither does a child of God
turn to a child of the devil.” Trench and other scholars of
the world say that tares is bastard, or degenerated wheat.
God says that it is possible for a child of His to fall from
grace and the Bible is replete with examples testifying to
the truth of God's word. Mr. Jones states that, “According
to this preacher’s own doctrine he does not baptize a child
of God. but a child of the devil. He claims that the unbap-
tized man is still a lost man.” Mr, Jones is wrong again as
usual. He says, that this preacher’s own doctrine is that he
baptizes a child of the devil and not a child of God. That
is not that preacher’s doctrine but it is New Testament
teaching. There is not an example in the New Testament
where God added an unbaptized person to the church, or
His family. There is not an example in the New Testament
where any one was ever baptized after being made free from
sin. Baptism puts one into Christ. (Rom. 6:3. 4; Gal. 3:27).
No one was ever saved before getting into Christ.

The Jews were a good seed when God chose them but
degenerated into enemies of God. It is much easier to accept
the truth as God has given it than to defeat it.

12. Matt. 24:13. “But he that endureth to the end, the same
shall be saved.” Mr. Jones says, “In verse 3, it is the end of
the world. In verse 6. it is the end of the world. In verse 14,
it is the end of the world, Why then is not Christ talking
about the end of the world in verse 13? At the end of this
present world (not earth) there will be a great time of
trouble, then cites Matt. 24:15-22, then states. those endurin
to the END of this WORLD will be saved from physica
destruction and taken bodily over into the thousand years’
reign which follows the end of this present world system.
Apostasy teachers. as a rule, know nothing about the tribu-
lation age at the END of the world and the thousand years’
reign that is to follow. (Rev. 20:4-6),

In Matt. 24:15, Jesus says, “Whoso readeth, let him un-
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derstand.” This Elder Jones has failed to do. His exegesis
is about as false as can be. His applying the “end” of the
world is amusing. How is it possible for those who die before
the end of the world, to endure from death to the end of
the world? Apgain, he failed to tell where he received his
information that the world is to end at one time and the
earth at another. Another thing he failed to explain
whether there will be another world or worlds to follow this
one before the earth would be destroyed, or if the earth
would be uninhabited and barren from the end of the
world to the end of the earth. But again, he says, those
enduring to the end of this world will be saved from physi-
cal destruction and taken bodily over into the thousand
years’ reign which foliows the END of the present world
system. He seems to be adept in making assertions
without proof. Reader, such teaching is inexcusable—
it is bold infidelity. There is not a passage in all the Bible
that remotely hints at such teaching. e desolation or
the great tribulation that he applies to the end of the world,
took place in the city of Jerusalem in A. D. 70 under Titus,
the Roman commander when the Temple of God was des-
troyed and the Jewish nation completely overthrown. If
Mr. Jones should be right in his contention relative to the
great desolation, or tribulation, no one would have o suffer
but the inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem. Since they
are the only ones mentioned in the scriptures on which he
relies to substantiate his theory. (Matt. 24:15-22; Luke 21:20-
24). His reference to Rev. 20:4-6, is a gross misrepresentation
of that passage. There is not a passage in God’s word that
teaches that Christ will ever live on this earth again.

13. Matt. 24:48-51. “If that evil servant shall sav in his heart,
My lord delayeth his coming; and he shall begin to smite
his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken,
the lord of that servant shall come in a day he looketh not
for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall
cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the
hypocrites.”

Mr. Jones says, “In this connection our Lord tells us
about two classes of servants, the wise servant and the
evil servant. The first one represents a God-called preach-
er. The second represents the preacher who puts himself
into the ministry without a call. Campbellites do not believe
in a special call to the ministry. Then, according to their own
teaching those preachers are the evil servants, This evil
servant smites his fellowservant. This servant doe not love
his fellowservant.”

Jones should be careful in calling us Campbellites
for the Bible teaches that, “Thou shalt not bear false witness
19,



against thy neighbor,” and “That no liar can enter the king-
dom of God.” Surely Jones does not claim to be a God-called
preacher and then belong to a church that God no where
mentions in His word nor did He have anything to do
with its establishment. He would not inspire him to preach
contradictory to the New Testament. Friends, you can see
he was careful not to give the scripture where God calls
men to preach. I wonder if he claims to get his authority
for limiting this scripture to preachers only, from God?
I have never met a man who seems to know as much about
g.les Rible as Mr. Jones knows for all of his knowledge to be

e.

He states that, “We do not love our fellowservants.”
But in the language of inspiration, “Have we become your
enemy because we tell you the truth?” Surely not. We just
have too much love for the truth to accept a false doctrine.
Our prayer is: that all false teachers will see the light of
God’s word and accept it. I would like to state that every
one who claims to be called of God to preach always
preaches something more or less than the plain, simple,
word of God. I think Campbellites should be ashamed for
trying to serve God as Campbellites rather than Christians.
But one has as much authority from God’s word for being
a Campbellite as one does for being a Baptist. The gospel
condems both. “This is the stone which was set at naught of
you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none
other name under heaven (*ven among men, whereby we
must be saved.” (Acts 4:11, 12).

14. Matt. 251-14, Mr. Jones states that, “There was a
difference in these virgins at the beginning. The five
wise had somthing the five foclish did not have. What was
it? It was oil. The wise entered because they started with
oil. The foolish was shut out because they did not see the
need of oil until it was too late,”” If Elder Jones had been
a bit more careful in the study of the parable he would
have learned that both the wise and the foolish virgins
started with oil, The virigins were foolish because they
did not take an extra supply of oil. Their lamps burned till
midnight. “And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of
your oil for our lamps are going out.” (Matt. 25:8. A. R. V.)
He makes the two classes of virgins represent christians
and those who have never been saved.

He overlooked these facts: 1. All were virgins. 2. All had
lamps. 3. All had gone to meet the bridegroom. 4. All
had oil until midnight. 5. All had been chosen to honor the
bridegroom and the bride with an enthusiastic welcome.
Surely the foolish virgins do not represent children of the
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devil, steeped in sin. I cannot imagine that class being invited
to meet Christ when He comes for his bride and to give Him
an enthusiastic welcome. Reader, I cannot see why people
will take such an infidelic stand rather than to acknowledge
the truth that sometimes a child of God will fall back into
the beggardly element of sin. (Gal. 4:9).

15. Matt. 25:30. “And cast ye out the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” Mr. Jones says, “To make the unprofitable servant
represent a person who had once come to Christ for salvation
makes Christ contradict Himself when He said, “All the
Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37). If Mr. Jones
had begun at the first of the parable (vs. 14) rather than at
the last of it (vs, 30) he could have understood it better.
Verse 14 states, “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man
travelling into a far country, who called his own servants
and delivered unto them his own goods.” The explanation
of this verse is: the far country is Heaven. The man tak-
ing a journey is Christ. (Mark 13:34). He called his own
servants. His OWN SERVANTS—not the servants of Satan;
and delivered to them HIS GOODS. According to Jones
Jesus called unto him the servant of Satan, not His own as
he states, and delivered His goods (the responsibilities of His
kingdom) to a child, or a servant of Satan. That seems to be
worse and more of it. You can see that it is plain that
this servant was not true to the trust that God reposed in
him and he fell.

16. “Judas”

Mr. Jones says, “Judas was never saved. He was
called ‘The son of perdition.” John 17:13. A son of perdition
is not a son of God. He was an unbeliever from the begin-
ning. John 6:64. He was a devil. John 6:70, 71. Jesus said
His sheep would not follow a stranger. John 10:5. Judas
followed the devil. That proves he was not of the Lord’s
sheep..” If Jones would study more and talk and write less
it would be far better for him.

Reader, I want you to study with me briefly the tenth
chapter of Matthew. Vs. 1. “And when he had called unto
him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against un-
clean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all manner of
sickness and all manner of disease.” Vs. 2-4, names the
apostles and Judas is one of them. He had the same power
the rest had. Vs. 5-7, They were to preach that the kingdom
of heaven is at hand. Vs. 8 “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give.” Think of God giving the devil power to cast
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himself out, if Jones is right. Vs. 9-11. They were not to
make provisions for their journey, for a workman is worthy
of his hire. According to Mr. Jones God has a devil working
for Him in preaching the approaching kingdom of Heaven.

And the devil is worthy of his wages. Vs. 12-14, when
they went into a house that would not receive them they
were to shake off the dust of their feet against that house.
Think of God giving such instruction to a devil!! Jones
tries to make God say it would be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrha in the day of judgment than for the city that
refuses the devil He sent unto it. Vs. 15. Vs. 16 teaches,
“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves:
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”
Reader, can you imagine God sending a devil forth as a
sheep among wolves, and telling him to be as harmless as a
dove? Verse 20, “For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit
of your Father which speaketh in you.” There is one of two
things that Jones and Em followers must admit: that Judas
was a child of God, or that the spirit of the devil was speak-
ing through him and directing him to preach the word of
God. He said Judas was not the son of God because he was
the son of perdition. But he was never called the son of
perdition until after he had sold Jesus the Christ into
the hands of that murderous mob. When Judas sopped in
the dish, Satan entered him (John 13:27) Acts 1:25, “Judas
by transgression fell.”

17. "Peter"”

Mr. Jones makes the statement that, “Peter denied his
Lord and sinned. But he did not lose his salvation. We
have learned from Heb. 6:4-6, if one should fall away he
could not be renewed unto repentance. If Peter fell away
how could he have been renewed unto repentance?” Mr.
Jones was careful not to cite the scriptures that tell of Peter’s
action at the trial of Jesus. “And they that had laid hold
on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter follow-
ed him afar off unto the high priest’s palace,and went in and
sat with the servants to see the end.” (Matt. 26:57, 58). Here
we learn, that Peter refused to be in the presence of Jesus
by following afar off. When he reached the palace he sat
with the enemies and the false accusers of Christ. (Vs. 69-74)
“Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came
unto him saying, Thou wast also with Jesus of Galilee.
But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou
sayest. And when he was gone out into the porch, another
maid saw him, and said unto them that were there. This
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he denied
with an oath, T do not kno;nzr. the man. And after a while



came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, surely
thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth
thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know
not the man.” Peter associated himself with the murderers
of Jesus rather than with His friends. Three times he de-
nied knowing Christ. Yet, Jesus said, “Whosoever shall
deny me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 10:33) He began TO
CURSE AND TO SWEAR. . ” “But above all things, my
brethern, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth,
neither by any other oath.” (James 5:12) Peter was: 1. Fol-
lowing afar off. 2. Associated with the enemies of Christ.
3. He denied the Lord. 4. He cursed and swore. 5. His
heart was filled with bitterness. He willfully lied. 7. He
was a sinner in the sight of God. Mr. Jones said that Peter
did not lose his salvation while in this condition. I’'m sure
that it does not take a Solomon to see the falsity of
this doctrine. Matt. 26:75 states that Peter went out and
wept bitterly. He confessed his wrongs. Had he’ not so done,
he would have been shut out of Heaven eternally.

18. “Ananias and Sapphira”

Mr. Jones says, “These were only nominal believers.”
His nominal believer has always been a child of the devil
for he has never been saved. Therefore, he could not be a
child of God. He then cites Acts 4:32, to show that they were
not of one mind. He robs them of the liberty of changing
their minds if they so desired. It would not have been im-
possible for them to have been of one mind with the other
brethren and then changed their mind. Why would God have
meted out such severe punishment to these two children of
the Devil for their sin while there were all the other children
of the Devil, who were equally as guilty, go unpunished?
Surely Elder Jones will be glad to tell us.

19. “Simon the Sorcerer.”

Mr. Jones says, “Peter told him that he was: In the
gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” Acts 8:23.
Peter did not tell Simon that he was in the “Gall of bitter-
ness” till after Simon had offered them money for the power
to impart the gift of the Spirit through the laying-on of his
hands. Vs. 18, 19. He was told to repent and pray if perhaps
the “thought,” not “thoughts” of thine heart may be forgiven
thee. What thought? The thought that the power of God
could be purchased with money. Mr. Jones said if Simon
had been saved Peter would not have called on him to
repent, because he would hg;.re been.laying again the foun-



dation from dead works. I wonder if he ever tells his mem-

bers to repent? Would he be laying the foundation again?

The Holy Spirit said Simon believed and was baptized.

.éor_lqs% says the Spirit is wrong but I had rather believe the
pirit.

20, Luke 8:13.

“They on the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root; which for
a while beleive, and in time of temptation fall away.”

Mr. Jones says that, “Our Lord speaking of those rep-
resented by the stony ground said, ‘When tribulation, or
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is
offended.” Matt. 13:20, 21. But the word of God tells that
PERSECUTION DISTRESS cannot separate from the love
of Christ. Rom. 8:35-37. So these represented by the stony
ground never received the love of Christ.” I would like
to ask Mr. Jones who was the sower of the seed? What kind
of seed did the sower sow? “He that soweth the good seed
is the Son of man.” (Matt. 13:37). The seed is the word of
God.” (Luke 8:11). Those represented by the stony ground
are they that have: 1. Heard the word of God. 2. They re-
ceived the word of God with JOY. 3. They believed for a-
while. 4. Tempted by the Devil. 5. They fell away.

Mr. Jones says that these stony ground hearers were
never the children of God and that they were never saved;
therefore, they were always children of the devil according
to Mr. Jones. Jesus says, “In time of temptation, fall away.”
I would like to ask the author of ONCE FOR ALL from
what did they fall? They could not fall away from the
grace of God, for they 'have never been in the grace of God.
Therefore they would have to fall away from the Devil and
that would put them in the way to Heaven since there are
only the two ways in this life. The “Broad” or “Wrong” way
and the “Narrow” or the “Right” way. Reader, I know that
it is much better to accept the truth, that these stony ground
hearers fell away from God. than to accept Mr. Jones’
theory—that they fell away from Satan.

21. John 15:6.

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into
the fire and thev are burned.”

Mr. Jones says, “T'o teach that this applies to a child of
God being cast out makes Jesus contradict himself.” He used
two pages b x 8% inches and twenty-one scriptures to prove
that Jesus was wrong in His statement here. This passage
seems to be a thorn in his flesh. Here Jesus teaches that
a person may be as truly united to Him as a branch
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is to the vine that produces it. That it is just as possible
for that person in Him to dease to bear fruit for the king-
dom of God as it is for that branch in the vine to cease to
bear fruit. The person in Christ that ceases to be active
in the work of God is just as dead as the non-bearing fruit
branch is in the vine. The dead member in Christ did not
enter Christ in that condition. God never adds a dead person,
or a sinner, to Christ. Friends, this lesson from the Saviour
to those whose faith would fail is too simple for quibbling.
We should study carefully John 15:1-8.

22. Rom. 8:13 “If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body
ye shall live.” Mr. Jones states that, “All we need to answer
this is the next verse. “For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God.” Mr. Jones fails to ap-
preciate the fact that this scripture is addressed toChristians
and not to aliens. That there is a possibility of failing to
be led by the Spirit of God and thus become a dead branch
in the vine. (John 15:6). “If ye live after the flesh” teaches
the possibility of living after the flesh. “There is therefore
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (Vs. 1-4). To
teach that a child of God can not walk after the flesh is to
dispute this scripture.

23. I Cor. 3:17 teaches, “If any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy.” Mr. Jones says that, “This verse
should be studied in the light of its context. Let us read the
verses above, ‘If any man’s work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall
be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be
saved; vet so as by fire.” I Cor. 3: 14, 15. Mr. Jones applies,
“If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss”,
to one’s obedience to the commands of Christ. His position on
this Scripture contradicts all the New Testament.

“Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21). “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 1€:16).
“And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). “Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and many enter in through the gate into the city.” (Rev.
22:14).

In I Cor. 9:1, Paul said the Corinthians were his work
in the Lord. He had built them on the foundation, which is
Christ, v. 11, Some became dead branches in the vine,
(John 15:6), they are to be burned. Paul will suffer loss, of
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PART III
“OBJECTIONS TO THE DOCTRINE OF APOSTASY"

1. “It Makes the Bible a Bundle of Contradictions.”

Jones states that, “There are many plain positive state-
ments in the word of God to the effect that a child of God
shall never perish.” If there are so many plain positive state-
ments in God’s word to such an effect why has he not pro-
duced just one case that will stand the test of God’s word? He
cites John 10:28, “They shall never perish.” As long as a child
of God lives in obedience to God’s commandments they shall
never perish. “He became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him.” (Heb. 5:9). When one ceases
to obey the Lord, one is no longer regarded as a sheep. He
quotes John 10:5. “A stranger they will not follow.” Surely
they will not follow the voice of a stranger as long as they
follow the voice of Jesus, which is His Gospel. This passage
does not say it is impossible to follow the voice of stangers
the very thing Jones is trying to prove.

The church to which he belongs is nowhere mentioned
in the New Testament. There is not a doctrine peculiar to
the Baptist, recorded in the Gospel of Christ. Therefore,
Jones and his people are the ones following the voice of a
stranger. When one ceases to be faithful to God, one ceases
to overcome the world.

2. "It Makes God a Liar.”

Mr. Jones cites John 6:37. “Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out.” He says, “The apostacy teacher says he
has cast out some, so that makes Jesus to be a liar. John
distinctly accuses those who do not believe that God has
given eternal life to his children of making God a liar.”
Jesus invites every responsible being of earth to accept
his proffered mercy. “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28). Jesus
has prepared the way for the sinner to come. When a sin-
ner comes in obedience to the invitation, and in God's
ordained way, surely God will not cast him out. So long
then, as one is faithful to Christ, he will not cast him out.
However, this passage does not say that the individual
cannot cast himself out.

He cites Rom. 2:2, “God hath not cast away his people
whom he foreknew,” and applies it to the child of God
today. National Israel is here spoken of. They cast them-
selves away through disobedience. He states that, “The
apostasy teacher makes God a liar! Let us see who makes
Him lie. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest which are
these: Adultry, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witcheraft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies. envvings. murders, drunkness,
revelings, and such like: of the which I forewarned you, even
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PART 1V

“THE CHILD OF GOD IS ETERNALLY SECURE”
POSITIVE PASSAGES

1. Psa. 87:28. “The Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh
not his saints; they are preserved for ever.” Jones states
that, “This passage says that his saints are preserved for-
ever. They are saved ONCE FOR ALL."” This passage does
not teach that God’s saints will never forsake Him. The
Lord never forsakes His saints. But His saints have for-
saken Him. Man is a free moral agent. Not a machine, just
to operate when operated upon.

2. Psa. 125:12. “They that trust in the Lord shall be as
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth forever.
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord
is round about his people from henceforth even forever.”
Mr. Jones states that, “Here we find it stated that those who
trust in the Lord are like Mt. Zion which CANNOT be
removed, but abides forever.,” The Lord is round about
those who trust him. So long as they trust Him, He is round
about them. This passage does not teach that it is impossible
for one to stop believing in God. I Cor. 10:8, teaches that
twenty-three thousand fell in one day through the sin of
fornication while they were in the wilderness. They were
like Mt. Zion until they ceased to trust in the Lord. He
cites Psa. 52:8; 23:6, where David said he would trust in the
Lord forever and applies that language to every child of
God that ever did or ever will live upon the earth.

3. Eccl. 3:14. “I know that whatsoever God doeth it shall
be forever, nothing can be put to it nor anything taken
from it." Jones states that, “It is God’s work to make us His
children and save us ONCE FOR ALL.” God did NOT say
the thing that Mr. Jones tries to force Him to say, that it
is impossible for a child of His to apostatize. This chapter
teaches that all of God’s works are designed for the enjoy-
ment of man and so long as man lives in obedience to them,
a thing Elder Jones denies, he is the beneficiary of these
blessings. But when he begins to add, subiract or tamper
in any way with God’s word he must suffer the consequences
of God’s violated law.

4. Isa. 59:21. “As for me, this is my covenant with them
saith the Lord; my Spirit that is upon thee, and my word
which I have put in my mouth, shall not depart out of my
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth
and forever.” Mr. Jones asks, “Why shall God’s Spirit and
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CONCLUSION

In his concluding remarks Mr. Jones says, “We have seen
that the child of God is born of an incorruptible seed which
forms in him the very nature of God! (2 Pet. 1:4; I Pet. 1:23).
But the seed is the Gospel of Christ, the thing he claims
does not save, He claims that man’s obedience to the
Gospel has nothing. to do with his salvation. So the abpve
passages do not uphold his theory. His teaching is, that
the Holy spirit must operate on the heart in a special way
before man can be saved. I Pet. 1:23, teaches that we must
be born of this incorruptible seed which is the word of
God. (Luke 8:11). The word of God said to Nicodemus
“Except a man bhe born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter inte the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5). The same
seed of the kingdom as commissioned by Christ. “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16).
Jones does not believe this part of the Gospel of Christ.
It would be interesting for him to tell how one can be
born of this incorruptible seed. Of course one born again
partakes of the nature of God and not of the Devil, or the
nature of the Devil. This does not guarantee that one will
never fall from grace,

He makes the absurd statement that, “Since christians
are not under law, sin is not imputed to them. Then cites
the very passage that speaks of LAW of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus. But since these are his concluding re-
marks I suppose he is to be excused for his mind must
surely be in a befuddled condition after all of his twisting
and turning on this subject. He states that the child of
God is free from the law of sin, condemnation and death,
that there is nothing to condemn him or cause him to die.
He has reference to the law of Moses but Paul states in
Rom. 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death.” “Sin is the
transgression of law."” (I John 3:4). According to Mr. Jones
since there is no law there can be no transgression; since no
transgression there can be no sin; since no sin there can be
no death. Heaven could be no better. But John talks
differently. “If we say that we have no sin we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (I Jno, 1:8). Mr. Jones
states that it is the body of the christian that sins and not
the spirit. The only sin that Christ charges to the body is
fornication (I Cor. 6:18). And I know Elder Jones is not
guilty of that sin.

Christians are not under the law of Moses, but under
the law of the Spirit that was sealed by the blood of
Christ. Webster says that a“g..aw" is a rule of conduct, en-
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