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To all stUflents of the Bible 1,I'!zO arc 

interested in the subject herein 

discussed, whether on one side 

of the question or the other, 

this volume is respectfully 

dedicated by 

TI-IE AUTHORS 

III 

TLC



PREFACE BY JAMES D. BALES 

The i ·sue herein dehated is one o f the most vital faci,ng 
the brotherhood for it dete rmines the way in which Christians 
shall conduct thel1lselves with reference to certain of their 
fell ow creatures. Theretore . careful and prayerful study 
of the Scriptures should characterize all who seek the mind 
of Chri:;t on thi s subject. It is to he hoped that this debate 
will help in such a study for in it pos ition s are chall enged and 
thought is stimulated. N o person should take either posi­
tion on the authurity of either writer. 1-fe should search the 
Scriptures daily to which position is right. Only as 'You 
can see the force and scripturalness 0 ( any argument 
should you accept an)' particular point. ;\·fake your decision 
on the basis Ili the truth. and !Jot on the hasi s o f a like or 

for either authllr or eithe r position. 

Thl: writer dues lIot pretend tn have uffered the la st 
wurd o r the last argl1l11ent which can he o ffered tor his po­
sition. O tbe rs may have approached the subject [ro1ll slight­
ly diffe.rent standpoints. or they may have used and e111-
phasized arguments 'vvhich he , has not used. ·H owever, he 
ha setf urth which are convincing to hilll and which 
sufficiently sustain the pos ition. E ach argument Illust he 
considered 0 11 its own merits, and it fallacy in any particular 
argull1ent would not destroy any other 

This issue is not under di scu;.sion in the church of Chri st 
only. l,uth erans. l{ o111a11 Catholics. Anglican s. lVl eth­
odi sts, P resbyte rians, and others may be iuunel on either side 
of the issue. N or is this disCllssion limited to this country. 
1t has been an issue in England, nussia , Canada, and even in 
Japan and Germany. 

J ha vc cnc1ca vu red to kc 'l' my spi rit in harmoll), with 
Chri stian love, which. however , permits a pe rson to be plain 
a nc! to cl iffer sharply with a brother if necessary . I appre­
ciate the personal atti.tude 0 f Brother Stonestreet. It has 
helped keep the a tmosphere 0 f the investigation clear of 
personalities. 
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}A\IES D. DAI.E::; 

It. is the writer' s prayer that tile tr\1th on tbi s suhject 
will stallu out ill this uebate regardless of whether it is for or 
against the writer. 

h-!Jrllary 13, 
Scarcy __ \rkallsas 

v 

.!allll-". D. 

TLC



PREFACE BY P. W. STONESTREET 

'rhe reason for this discu,;sioll is twofold, I;irst, the 

desire exprcssl'll hy people InTI' the country to rear! tbe C\'l ­

dcnce. pro and COil, thus set forth: second, till' participants . 

having oi>servcd that their articles contrihuted to various 

rei igiollS journals over a period of yeal's. crossed on the 

prop()sitioll herein discllsscd. cnolly and caltllly agreed tn a 
fuller joint-illvestigation oi the suhject. 

T am glad tl ,l say that in this ('xchange Ill)' correspondent. 

I\rother ;I,UlleS D. Ball's. has 111casured up to Illy high 

111al(' Ilf hilli. as far as honorahle cOllLrnvers\' is cOllcCl"1lcd. 

\"0 rules han' 1;(,(,11 \'ioiall'ci. ior the only agree111ent we 11;[(1 
011 the cOllduct I)f the discussioll was thai each writer 
a certain llll1llher oi articles 1)1' restricted length, I;:\'('n 

though the i;;su(' ha;; hcen sharply drawlI. then' IS nIl IHTS"ll­

a1 ani1llositv hetwecll liS, 

Discussiol1 is the hasis of all human jlmgTcss whL'n a 

di n el'Cl1ce ()f j u<ig1llcnt ellcountered and cnilccti ve actiun 

is desirable and essential. whether it relates to the processes 

of delllllcracy. to 1111sincss transactions. to civic affairs, or to 

('(lillcatioll ill the Christian religio11. In fact. without sucli 

intcrchan,L:'c of ideas, thc dark ages would still he reig11ing 
throughout the world. As has been \\lell said: "The truth 
has always flourished in thc soil of cOlltrQ\'l:rsy," [-I(lllorahic 

is not only the 11l0st interesting lIwthod flf study. 

but it is aiso the 1I10st effective l11ethod flf dcterll1illing the 

truth, 

The issuc discussed in this VO!tII\IC I S hUlh tlH.'flrctical 

and practical. lts theoretical aspect is e\'cr current. while 

its practical aspect is exe11lplifi.cd in c\'cry nati()nal or inter­

national war. whether thc Christian bears ar111S or rciuses 

to do so, \Ve have disclIssed what people gL'l1('\'ally halT 

hcell concerned with fur se\'('ral year;;, III their 

cOl1victions on the iss\1e, The issue is iaced squarely ttl 

dett'rll1ine the scriptural attitudc toward t';lrnal warfare. 
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P. \V. STO:,\E::iTHEET 

It lias heen my desire to emphasize the whlle COUIISel of 
God Oil the subject concerning what is both specified and 
implied in the Scriptures ; and since this has been done with 
rluc regard to the b,Lsic trtlth and with scriptma\ respect for 
the individual's coliscil'IlCe reJati\'c to that (Tilth. this 1'0111111(' 

is sellt (orth to accOIllplish whatcI'Cr Illissioll I)i\'ill(' l'r()\'I­

dcnee may assign it. 

1'. VI'. STOKESTREET 

3704 T ,erch Street 
C :hattClIlO()ga, Tennessec 
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