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PREFACE BY JAMES D. BALES

The issue herein debated is one of the most vital facing
the brotherhood for it determines the way in which Christians
shall conduct themselves with reference to certain of their
fellow creatures. Therefore, careful and prayerful study
of the Scriptures should characterize all who seek the mind
of Christ on this subject. It is to be hoped that this debate
will help in such a study for in it positions are challenged and
thought is stimulated. No person should take either posi-
tion on the authority of either writer. He should search the
Scriptures daily to sce which position is right. Only as you
can see the force and scripturalness of any argument
should you accept any particular point. Make your decision
on the basis of the truth, and not on the basis of a like or
dislike for either author or either position.

The writer does not pretend to have offered the last
word or the last argument which can be otfered for his po-
sition. Others may have approached the subject from slight-
ly different standpoints, or they may have used and em-
phasized arguments which he has not used. However, he
ha: set forth those which are convincing to him and which
sufficiently sustain the position. Each argument must be
considered on its own merits, and a fallacy in any particular
argument would not destroy any other argument.

This issue is not under discussion in the church of Christ
only. Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Meth-
odists, Presbyterians, and others may be found on either side
of the issue. Nor is this discussion limited to this country.
[t has been an issue in IEngland, Russia, Canada, and even in
Japan and Germany.

I have endeavored to keep my spirit in harmony with
Christian love, which, however, permits a person to be plain
and to differ sharply with a brother if necessary. I appre-
ciate the personal attitude of Brother Stonestreet. It has
helped keep the atmosphere of the investigation clear of
personalities.
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JamEes D. BaLes

It is the writer’s prayer that the truth on this subject
will stand out in this debate regardless of whether it is for or
against the writer.

James D Bales
[“chruary 13, 1946
Scarey, Arkansas
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PREFACE BY P. W. STONESTREET

The reason for this discussion is twoflold, [First, the
desire expressed by people over the country to read the evi-
dence, pro and con, thus sct Torth: second, the participants,
having observed that their articles contributed to various
religious jourpals over a period of years, crossed on the
proposition herein discussed, coolly and calinly agreed to a
fuller jomt-investigation of the subject,

T am glad to sav that in this exchange my correspondent,
Brother James D. Bales, has measured up to my high cstj-
mate of hin, as far as honorable controversy is concerned.
No rules have Leen violated, for the only agreement we had
on the conduct of the discussion was that cach writer prepare
a certain number ol articles of restricted  length, Even
though the issue has been sharply drawn, there is no person-
al animosity between us,

Discussion is the basis of all human progress when a
difference of judgment is encountered and collective action
is desirable and essential, whether it relates to the processes
of democracy, to business transactions, to civie affairs, or to
edification in the Christian religion. Tn fact. without such
interchange of ideas. the dark ages would still he reigning
throughout the world. As has been well said: “The truth
las alwavs flourished in the soil of controversy.”™ [lonorable
controversy is not only the most interesting method ol study,
but it is also the most effective method of determining the
truth.

The issuce discussed in this volume s both theoretical
and practical. Tts theoretical aspect is ever current, while
its practical aspect 1s exemplified in every national or iter-
national war, whether the Christian bears arms or refuses
to do so. We have discussed what people generally have
been concerned with for several years, regardless of their
convictions on the issue. The issue 1s faced squarely to
determine the scriptural attitude toward carnal warfare.
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