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PART ONE

NOTES USED IN DISCUSSING BELIEFS OF BAPTISTS

PROPOSITION DISCUSSED

The scriptures teach that baptism for a penitent believer is for (in
order to obtain) the remission of past sins.

Basil Overton affirmed.
W. C. Neville denied.

The discussion was conducted at Temple Baptist Church on Rich-
mond Road in Lexington, Kentucky, March 28, 29, 31, April 1, 1966.

“But when divers were hardened and believed not but spake evil of
that way before the multitude, he departed from them and separated
the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus, And this
continued by the space of two years, so that all they which were in Asia
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks." (Acts 19:9,10.)

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS:

I stand before you in the name of the Lord to discuss matters that
pertain to life and godliness.

I appreciate the attitude of my worthy opponent and his willingness
to come before intelligent people and tell them what he believes.

I feel that some of my worthy opponent’s responsibilities are:
1. To show that every passage he uses is pertinent to his proposition.

2. To show that every passage that he uses with reference Lo salvation
involves the alien sinner!

3. To show that the passages that I shall introduce as negative argu-
ments, are not relevant to his propositions.

4. Ask my opponent questions. Have list of questions ready and give
opponent a copy of these.



. Show that there is no efficacy in water, but that water is only some-
thing used in our obedience to God. Contrast with the following
cases:

(1) Serpent on the pole — Num. 21
(2) Waters of Jordan — 2 Kings 5
(3) Waters of pool — John 9

(4) Conclusion: So then the issue is not: ‘*‘Does faith save?’’ But,
the issue is: '‘When does faith save?”’

. Note difference in ‘' At faith,” and By faith.’" My opponent is af-
firming *‘at faith.”’ Let him show one passage that shows or says
this. This is the issue in this discussion, and we need not go every-
where else trying to find the issue!

. “Not by faith only” — James 2:24

(1) Opponent will say — *‘this faith of child of God."” True, but al-
so of non-child of God, because James used Abraham and
Rahab. one a child of God and the other a heathen, to illustrate
that faith must be accompanied by works (obedience) to save
child of God or non-child of God.

{2) Besides, my opponent does not believe that a child of God's
faith must have works!

. I believe all passages he uses. He must read one that says: ‘‘By
faith without baptism.'’ That is what he is affirming, and says the
scriptures teach it. WHERE?

. Opponent says that it is ‘'by faith without baptism’ even though
in every passage where baptism and salvation are mentioned to-
gether, baptism is first, and salvation follows. Here they are:

(1) **John did baptize in the wilderness and preach the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins.”” (Mark 1:4.)

(2) **And he came into all the country about Jordan preaching the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.'’ (Luke 3:3.)

{3) “'He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned." (Mark 16:16.)
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10.

(4) “'Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission ot sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” {Acts 2:38.)

(5) "*‘And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."” (Acts 22:16.)

(6) ‘*The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us
(not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of
a good conscience toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.” (1 Peter 3:21.)

If it be contended that God would not let a little thing like baptism
stand between a responsible person and salvation, there are two
things to consider:

{1) Who is anyone to sit in judgment about what God would or
should do?

(2) What about the millions upon millions of Jews, Mohammed-
ans, Shintoists, Buddhists, etc.? Will God let a little thing like
believing in Jesus stand between them and salvation?

REASONS WHY ONE IS NOT SAVED AT THE MOMENT

OF FAITH:

If saved at the moment of faith, then saved:

. Before becoming a child of God. (John 1:12.)

Before turning to God. (Acts 11:21.)

Before confessing Christ. (John 12:42.)

. Before calling on the name of the Lord. (Romans 10:13,14.)
. Before repenting. (Acts 2:38.) “STRESS THIS ONE.”

. Before becoming a member of the ONE body of Christ. (1 Cor.

12:13.)

. Before getting into Christ. (Gal. 3:27.)

Before reaching the blood. (Eph. 1:7; Gal. 3:27.)

Before being reconciled to God in one body. (Eph. 2:16; Gal. 3:27;
1 Cor. 12:13; Romans 6:3.)



“SYNECDOCHE"”

Examples of Where One Condition of Salvation Is Mentioned, But Is

Inclusive of All:

1

. Hear (Isaiah 55:3; John 5:24-25; Acts 13:44.)

2. Faith (Romans 10:17; Romans 5:1.)

3

. Repentance (Luke 13:3; Acts 11:18; 2 Peter 3:9.) NOTE: This

teaches that if one repents he will not perish. But of course it means
he will not perish provided he meets the other requirements. (2
Peter 3:9.)

. Confession (1 John 4:2; 2:23.) This likewise means, provided all

other conditions are met by the individual.

. Baptism (1 Peter 3:21.) If I were to insist that it is by baptism

only, I would manifestly fall into the same error as my opponent!
Because the Bible says we are saved by faith, he says it means
without any other acts of obedience.

Examples of Faith Comprehending Obedience And This Obedience

Includes Baptism Too:

1.

John 3:36 American Standard Version, ‘‘He that believeth on the
Son hath eternal life, but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see
life.”

. “*And all that believed were together and had all things common.”’

(Acts 2:44.) What had these believers done?

. Believers were added. But WHAT KIND? ‘“And believers were the

more added to the Lord.” (Acts 5:14.) But in Acts 2:41 the bap-
tized believers were added to the Lord. Hence the believers of Acts
5:14 that were added to the Lord were baptized believers.

. “Did you receive the Holy Spirit since you believed? Unto what

then were you baptized?” (Acts 19:2.) This shows what Paul
included in the expression ‘‘believe."”

. “Crispus believed on the Lord with all his house. And many of the

Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized.'’ (Acts 18:8.)
Crispus was baptized too. (1 Cor. 1:14.)

. “But they have not all obeyed the gospel.” (Rom. 10:16.) Then
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Paul says that Isaiah predicted the same thing that he had just
stated when he said, ‘“Lord, who hath believed our report?’’ Hence
obeying the gospel, and believing our report are synonomous! (1
Peter 2:7; Cf. 1 Peter 1:22, etc.)

7. Disobedient are called unbelievers. This means one must be obe-
dient to be a believer in the saving sense. (Heb. 3:18.19; 1 Peter
2:7; 1 Peter 1:22.)

SOME PLAIN REASONS WHY BAPTISM ESSENTIAL

1. Salvation is in the name of Jesus. (Acts 4:11-12.)
Baptized into name. (Matt. 28:19.)
Therefore, baptism essential to salvation.

2. Salvation is in the body or church. (Ephesians 5:23.)
Baptized into the body. (1 Cor. 12:13.)
Therefore, baptism essential to salvation in the one body.

3. Christ shed his blood in his death. (John 19:34.)
Baptized into his death. (Rom. 6:3.)
Therefore, baptism essential to reaching blood of Jesus Christ!

4. Forgiveness of sins is in Christ. (Eph. 1:7.)
Baptized into Christ. (Gal. 3:27.)
Therefore, baptism essential to forgiveness of sins. (Acts 2:38.)

5. Redemption is in Christ. (Col. 1:14.)
Baptized into Christ. (Gal, 3:27.)
Therefore, baptism essential to being redeemed in Christ.

6. Grace is in Christ. (2 Tim. 2:1.)
Baptized: into Christ. (Rom. 6:3.)
Therefore, baptism essential to grace that saves!
Baptism is essential, say the Baptists: But essential to what?
(1) Itis essential to cbedience (see Hiscox's Manual— page 21) but not
essential to salvation. Then obedience is not essential to salvation!

If opponent objects to citing Manual, let him repudiate it if he will!

{2} It is essential to a public confession of Christ, but not essential to
9



(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

M

salvation. Then a public confession of Christ is not essential to sal-
vation. WHY DOES NOT MY OPPONENT SAY THAT THE
RULERS OF JOHN 12:42 WERE SAVED?

It is essential Lo membership in the Baptist Church, but not to get
into kingdom of God. Then the Baptist Church is not the kingdom
of God!

It is essential to membership in Baptist Church, but not to enter
heaven.

It is essential to fellowship with Baptists, but not essential to fel-
lowship with God.

It is essential to partaking or eating the Lord’'s Supper, but not es-
sential to salvation from sin or in heaven.

Here is the proof of the foregoing:

“Unbaptized persons have no legal right to the Lord’s Supper, and
cannot consistently be invited to it.” (Hiscox—page 111.)

“No person, however good, and however manifestly regenerate, is
prepared without baptism, according to the divine order to receive
the supper. Without baptism he cannot enter the fellowship of the
church, where the Supper alone is to be enjoyed.” (Hiscox—page
112-113.)

Therefore takes more to enter Baptist Church than to enter heaven.

CORNELIUS

Holy Ghost fell on him and his household before they were bap-

tized in water.

1.

Saul while seeking to kill David had the Spirit of God upon him,
and did what Cornelius did—spoke by that Spirit. (1 Sam.
19:21-23.)

. Balaam’s donkey spoke by the same Spirit by which Cornelius

spoke. (Numbers 22.)

. Caiaphas (who was appointed by the Romans in A.D. 27 and

served till about A.D. 36 or 37 as high priest), prophesied that Je-
sus would die for the nation. God used the mouth of this unregen-
erate man to speak a message. (John 11:49-52.) He was in on the
persecution of the church. (Acts 4.)
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‘4. Cornelius was to hear words whereby he could be saved. He had not
heard these words when Spirit came upon him. (Acts 11:15.) “*As I
began to speak the Holy Ghost fell on them.™

Therefore, if saved before Holy Ghost fell on him, he was saved
before faith. (Rom. 10:17.)

“WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE"
John 14:17

1. Context: (1) "‘because it seeth him not; (2} neither knoweth him.”
So the world could not receive, or take him.

2. “And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat,
let him have thy cloke also.” (Matt. 5:40.)

3. ‘“And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed
another, and stoned another.”” (Matt. 21:35.)

4. “Take” and ‘‘took” in the above are from forms of Greek ‘‘labein’’
= to take.

MY OPPONENT'S POSITION

1. Will he affirmn that he and his brethren are baptized with Holy
Ghost as was Cornelius before they are baptized in water?

2. Does he not say that all must receive the Spirit before they can
even have faith?

3. Mr. Edward T. Hiscox, DD, wrote a book entitled: Standard Man-
ual of Baptist Churches, which was published by the American
Baptist Publication Society. On page 63 he says:

**‘We believe the scriptures teach that in order to be saved men
must be regenerated or born again; that regeneration consists in
giving a holy disposition to the mind; that it is affected in a manner
above our comprehension by the Holy Spirit in connection with di-
vine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience Lo the gospel.
and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repent-
ance, faith, and newness of life."”

(1) Does my opponent believe this?

{2) If opponent believes Holy Spirit must operate on sinner before
sinner can have faith then he believes Spirit can come, and
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must come Lo sinner— so he believes *'world"’ can receive Spirit.

{3) Opponent says "‘can’t receive Spirit, but must receive
Spirit.”" — Stress this!

{4) Spirit came to Cornelius in form of angel before he was saved!
Angels are spirits. (Heb. 1:14.)

(5. Obviously case of Cornelius was exceptional because it was
used to demonstrate that Gentiles were to hear Gospel too!
This case was designed to convince Jews of this—six Jewish
brethren were with Peter.

(6) Note: ““As I began to speak’’ from Greek word defined by Thay-
er to mean: A thing just begun interrupted by something
else.”

MAKING DISCIPLES [MATT. 28:19-20.]

. All Christians are disciples, but not all disciples are Christians.

. Judas was a disciple— if Baptists say he was a child of God, there is
a case of apostasy! If they say he was not a child of God, there is a
case of a disciple not being a child of God! Therefore, just being dis-
ciples does not mean people are Christians.

. Baptists sometimes say that Jesus said make disciples and baptize
disciples, so he meant to baptize those already saved (disciples).
But. just because people are disciples does not mean they are al-
ready saved.

. John 2:11 says ''disciples believed on Christ.”” Were they Chris-
tians before they believed on Christ?

. John 6:66 says ""Many of his disciples went back and walked with
him no more.”” According to my opponent’s position these could
not have been children of God because they went back on the Lord.
a thing he does not believe children of God can do!

12



ORDER OF FAITH AND REPENTANCE
. "'Godly sorrow works repentance.” (2 Cor. 7:10.)

{1) No man ever had godly sorrow for sin who did not believe God
exists! And that it is God's right to govern the hearts of men!

(2) Before one repents he would have to believe in God as the ruler
of his life!

(3) Repentance must be toward him whose law we have violated,
and as God was the ruler and lawgiver under dispensation of
Old Testament. repentance was toward him—had to be toward
God for the Jews!

. Under Christian dispensation—the rule of Christ, the Messiah,

Christ is on the throne, and is universal ruler and lawgiver. (1 Cor.

15:25-28.)

(1) So, when we violate his law, repentance must be toward him!

(2) But there can be no repentance toward him until one believes in
him as God’s Son! And, until he believes that Christ is the law-
giver and sovereign ruler of the world! Until he believes God
sent him. Until he believes God tells people to hear and obey
Christ!

. As certainly as sorrow precedes repentance, so certainly does be-

lieving precede sorrow! And therefore believing precedes
repentance!

THE PENTECOSTIANS

. Were they believers when they were told to repent and be baptized?

(1) If they were believers, they had not repented, because Peter
told them to repent!

. If they were not believers, why were they cut to the heart?
. 1f they were not believers, why did they ask what to do?

. If they were not believers, why did not Peter tell them to believe?
13



1.

2.

1.

2.

3.

PAUL’'S PREACHING ON MARS HILL
Acts 17:30-31

“God commands all men everywhere to repent...."

Note the reason for this command: ‘‘Because he has appointed a
day....”

. No one would repent if he did not first believe in Christ as the one

who is going to judge the world. That he is God’s Son; that God
raised him from the dead.

GOD'S GOODNESS LEADS MEN TO REPENT

. "‘Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and

longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee
to repentance?’’

. Yes, God's goodness leads men to repentance!

{1} His goodness as shown in Christ!
(2) His goodness as shown in all Christ did for us on Calvary!

(3) Must not the sinner believe that God has thus been good, be-
fore he will repent?

How can any man conclude that repentance comes before faith?

REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD AND FAITH TOWARD THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
Acts 20:21

Let my opponent cite one passage where men were told to repent
toward God who did not first believe in God!

Or, let him cite one passage that says anyone was told to repent
toward Christ who did not first believe in Christ!

This is the kind of doctrine he teaches; let him cite scripture to sup-
port it!
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4. Of course the Jews who believed in God were told to ‘‘repent
(toward God) and believe the gospel.” (Mark 1:15.) Greeks who be-
lieved in God were told to do the same! (Acts 20:21.)

“BELIEVE IN CHRIST”

1. Two translations translate ‘‘pisteuo eis Christov’ ‘‘believe into
Christ.” These are The Concordant Version (which also teaches
Sabbath keeping in Acts 20:7) and the Emphatic Diaglott (which
also teaches doctrine of Jehovah’s Witnesses.) (James 2:26—‘For
as the body apart from the breath is dead.’’) Also denies ‘‘gehenna’’
is a place of eternal punishment. {(Matt. 22 in Emphatic Diaglott.)

{1) Mr. E. O. Knoch said {concerning the Concordant), ‘‘At the
present time there are no theological seminaries that we know
of that are using the version as a textbook, or as a standard
translation....some of the men who worked on the version were
college graduates and some were not."”’

(2) Author of Emphatic Diaglott was Benjamin Wilson, who was
self trained, did not even go to school to learn his Greek.

2. What about ‘‘pisteuo eis''?

(1) Mr. Henry Cadbury, one of the translators of the Revised
Standard Version and of Harvard Divinity School said: “Pis-
teuo eis should be translated believe in since the distinction
between eis and en is not maintained especially when there is no
verb of motion. With verbs of motion, all Grammarians agree
eis means into, en means in.”

{2) Mr. Roland Q. Leavell, President, New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary said: ‘‘The preposition eis was developed from
the preposition en and its original idea was static, within. Such
ideas as into and unto, and to are not in the preposition itself,
but are resultant ideas of the accusative case which means ex-
tension of verbs of motion.

{3) Clarence T. Craig, a member of the Revised Standard Version
Committee said: ‘‘The preposition eis following the verb to
believe is a peculiarity of the Gospel of John. I do not think it
should be translated in any other way than in."”

(4) A.T. Robertson (the great Greek scholar that was at Southern
Baptist Seminary in Louisville) said: ‘‘ Eis itself means only in

15



1.

....the idea case, extension, and the verb of motion and the
context.” (See his Grammar book.)

{5} J. Gresham Machen, in his Grammar, said: *‘The verb pisteuo
{believe) followed by eis and the accusative is to be translated /
believe in, or on. So say: Winer, Thayer, etc.

“FOR CHRIST SENT ME NOT TO BAPTIZE"”
1 Cor. 1:17

“For Christ sent me not to baptize but to preach the gospel...."

This text does not say: *'Christ sent me not to preach baptism. My
opponent seems to think it says that!

. Paul did baptize! By whose authority did he baptize?

(1) Ask opponent: Do you baptize? Press!

(2) Do you suppose Paul went out telling people they did not have
to be baptized?

(3) If baptism was not in Paul’s commissior, by whose authority
did he baptize? Press!

(4) Where did he get authority to baptize people into Christ?

. Other apostles were told to baptize those who believed what they

preached!

(1) If baptism not in Paul's commission, he must have preached
a gospel different to what the other apostles preached!

(2) If the other apostles preached a different gospel, they will be
cursed! (Gal. 1:6-8.) Stress!

. Must be something wrong with my opponent's interpretation of

1 Corinthians 1:17.

. Just preaching within itself does not embrace baptizing. One could

preach the gospel faithfully and not have to baptize as long as
someone else could do it for him. But one cannot preach the gospel
without telling people to be baptized! Example— Eunuch, Acts 8
—‘'preached Christ” —wanted to be baptized—next verse! So,
preaching gospel does involve preaching baptism!

16



6. Note Paul's record:

10.

(1) Paul was baptized to wash away his sins. (Acts 22:16.)

(2) Lydia heard Paul preach and then she was baptized— ‘“‘if you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord..."” (Acts 14:14,15.}

{3) Paul taught the jailor, and then he was baptized! {Acts 16:33.)

{4) Paul preached to the Corinthians {the very ones addressed in
1 Corinthians 1:17) and they were baptized. (Acts 18:8.)

(5) Paul baptized Crispus! (1 Cor. 1:14.) By whose authority did he
do it?

(6) Paul baptized Gaius! (1 Cor. 1:14.) By whose authority?

(7) Paul baptized household of Stephanus! (1 Cor. 1:16.) By whose
authority?

(8) Some baptized with John's baptism (after it became invalid)
were baptized again after hearing Paul. (Acts 19:1-5.)

{9) Paul said he and others were baptized into Christ and in bap-
tism put on Christ. (Gal. 3:27.)

(10) Paul said he and others were baptized into the death of Christ.
{Rom. 6:3.)

(11) Paul said we are buried and raised in baptism and that from
baptism we rise to walk in newness of life! (Rom. 6:4.)

{(12) Paul taught the Corinthians in the same letter all are baptized
into one body which is the church. (1 Cor. 12:13.)

In view of the record of Paul, surely my opponent is wrong in what
he says about 1 Corinthians 1:17.

If baptism is no part of the gospel, Baptist church no part of gos-
pel, for cannot have it without baptism!

If Paul did not think baptism was necessary he did not think it
necessary to make Baptists!

Actually, Paul argued baptism is essential to belonging to Christ
right in the text! He showed this by showing that one should not
say he belonged to Paul unless that person had been baptized in

17
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