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THIS DISCUSSION WILL INCLUDE:
 
I 

FEBRUARY-MARCH- 
" B A P T I S M  T O  T H E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R ,  I S  E S S E N -  
T I A L  T O  H I S  S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  P A S T  O R  A L I E N  
S I N S .  "  

DENTON M. NEAL,  
AFFIRMS 
TOM RENFRO, DENIES 

 

I I  
APRIL-MAY 

" T H E  S C R I P T U R E S  T E A C H  T H A T  T H E  S A L V A T I O N  O F  
A  S I N N E R  I S  O F  G R A C E  O N  G O D ' S  P A R T ,  T H R O U G H  
F A I T H  W I T H O U T  W O R K S  O F  R I G H T E O U S N E S S  O N  M A N ' S  
P A R T .  "  

TOM RENFRO, AFFIRMS 
DENTON M. NEAL DENIES 

 
III 

JUNE-JULY 
" T H E  S C R I P T U R E S  T E A C H  T H A T   I T   I S  P O S S I B L E  
F O R  A  C H I L D  O F  G O D ,  O N E  W H O  H A S  B E E N  S A V E D  
B Y  G R A C E  T H R O U G H  F A I T H ,  T O  S O  S I N  A S  T O  B E  
F I N A L L Y  A N D  E T E R N A L L Y  L O S T .  "  

DENTON N.  NEAL,  AFFIRMS 
TOM RENFRO, DENIES 

 
I V  

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 
" T H E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H ,  O F  W H I C H   I   A M  A  M E M B E R ,  
I S  S C R I P T U R A L  I N  N A M E ,  O R I G I N ,  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  
A N D  D O C T R I N E . "  

TOM RENFRO, AFFIRMS 
DENTON M. NEAL,  DENIES 
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P R O P O S I T I O N :  " B AP T I S M  TO  TH E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R  I S  E S -  

S E N T I A L  TO  H IS  S A L V A T IO N  F R O M  P A S T  O R  AL I E N  S IN S . "  

 

D E N T O N  M .  N E A L ,  A F F IR M S  

TO M  R E N F R O ,  D E N I E S .  

 

F I R S T  AF F I R M A T I V E  B Y  D E N TO N  M .  N E A L  

I N  B E G I N N I N G T H I S  D I S C U S S IO N  I WO U L D  L I K E  TO  E X -  

P R E S S  AP P R E C I A T I O N  TO  A L L  O F  M Y  B R E TH R E N  AN D  F R I E N D S  

O R  TH E  S E C T I O N  IN T O  WH I C H  TH I S  W I L L  G O  P R IM A R I L Y ,  

M O S T O F  WH O M  H A V E  B E E N  IN  T H E  AU D I E N C E  O F  O U R  R AD IO  

S E R V I C E  O VE R  B L Y T H E V I L L E ' S  K L C N  F O R  TH E  TH R E E  

Y E AR S  TH A T  I  H A V E  B E E N  TH E  S P E AK E R  F O R  I T .  S O  M A N Y ,  

B O TH  O F  B R E TH R E N  AM D  TH O S E  N O T M E M B E R S  O F  TH E  B O D Y  

O F  C H R I S T ,  H A VE  S H O WN  S U C H  AN  I N T E R E S T  IN  K N O WI N G  

TH E  T R U TH  O N  AN Y  B IB L E  S U B J E C T TH A T  TH E IR  A T T I T U D E  

I S  T O  B E  C O M M E N D E D .  AN D  F R O M  TH E  V E R Y  F I R S T  M E N T IO N  

O F  TH I S  D I S C U S S IO N  M AN Y  H A V E  E X P R E S S E D  AN  IN T E R E S T I N  

I T  A N D  A D E S I R E  TO  H A V E  I T ,  WH E N  P U B L I S H E D .  N O R  I S  

TH A T  D E S I R E  F O R E I G N  T O  T H E  A T T I T U D E  M E N T IO N E D  AB O VE ,  

F O R  TH E  V E R Y  P U R P O S E  O F  TH I S  D I S C U S S IO N  IS  T O  C O M E  

AN D  B R IN G O TH E R S  TO  A F U L L E R  K N O WL E D G E  AN D  B E T T E R  U N -  

D E R S T A N D IN G O F  TH E  T R U TH S  O F  GO D ' S  E T E R N A L  WO R D .  IF  

TH A T  B E  N O T T H E  R E A L  P U R P O S E  O F  E V E R Y  S O U L  TH A T H A S  

TO  D O  WI T H  I T  I N  A N Y  WA Y ,  TH E N  WH A T E V E R  T I M E  AN D  I N -  

T E R E S T  M AY  H A V E  B E E N  P U T I N TO  I T  WI L L  AM O U N T TO  O N L Y  

AN   E T E R N A L  L O S S .  

L E T  M E   S T A T E ,  T H E N ,  F R O M  M Y   H E AR T ,  T H A T    IN  E N T E R -  

I N G I N TO  TH I S   M A T T E R   I    H A V E   O N L Y    A N    H O N E S T  I N V E S T I G A -  

T I O N  O F    GO D ' S   WO R D   A N D    T H E   D E S IR E   TO    T H E   B E S T  O F  M Y  

AB I L I T Y  T O   TE A C H  O TH E R S   I T S   TR U T H S   AS  M Y   P U R P O S E .  A L L  

TH E    WH I L E   M A I N T A I N I N G  AN   O P E N  M IN D    TO    R E C E I V E  AN Y  

T R U T H   TH A T  M A Y   B E   P R E S E N T E D  F R O M  GO D ' S    WO R D .  I  T AK E

I T  F O R  GR A N T E D  T H A T  TH I S  I S  A L S O  T H E  A T T I T U D E  O F  M Y  

O P P O N E N T ,  AN D  I  S I N C E R E L Y  B E L I E V E  T H A T  A N  IN V E S T I G A -  

T I O N  W I T H  TH I S  S P IR I T  P R E V A I L I N G  C AN  R E S U L T  I N  O N L Y  

GO O D .  
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W I T H  TH E  P R O P E R  A T T I T U D E  O N  TH E  P AR T  O F  E A C H  

D IS P U T A N T ,  P E R S O N A L I T I E S ,  S L U R S ,  E T C .  C A N  H A V E  N O  

P AR T  I N  TH I S  D E B A T E ,  B U T I N  A F U L L  AN D  F R A N K  D I S -  

C U S S I O N  O F  TH E  S U B J E C T S  U N D E R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  I T  

W I L L  B E  N E C E S S A R Y  TO  M AK E  S H AR P  D I S T I N C T IO N S  S O  

TH A T  D I F F E R E N C E S  M AY  S T A N D  O U T C L E AR L Y .  AF T E R  A L L ,  

WE  AR E  D I S C U S S I N G D IF F E R E N C E S  A N D  TH E  T R U T H  M U S T  

B E  F O U N D .  I F  TH E N  IN  TH E  H E A T  O F  D I S C U S S IO N  S O M E  

S H O U L D  B E  M O VE D  TO WA R D  AN G E R  L E T T H E M  N O T  L A Y  T H E  

B L AM E  O N  TH E  F R E E  D I S C U S S IO N  O F  S U C H  M A T T E R S ,  T H E  

WH O L E  F A U L T  L I E S  WI T H  TH A T  I N D I V I D U A L .  I  S AY  TH I S  

TO  S E E K  TO  J U S T I F Y  A L L  F R E E  A N D  O P E N  D I S C U S S IO N  O F  

E E L I G I O U S  D I F F E R E N C E S  IN  T H E  M I N D S  O F  O U R  R E A D E R S ,  

B U T N O T  O N L Y  B Y  GO O D  S O U N D  R E A S O N I N G IS  TH I S  J U S T !  

F I E D  B U T B Y  TH E  E X AM P L E S  O F  I N S P I R E D  C H AR A C T E R S  IN  

TH E  B IB L E  AN D  B Y  TH E I R  T E AC H I N G S .  " S T E P H E N ,  A M AN  

F U L L  O F  F A I T H  AN D  O F  TH E  H O L Y  GH O S T "  B E C AM E  TH E  

F I R S T C H R I S T I A N  M AR T Y R  O N  R E C O R D  B E C AU S E  M E N  O F  

F A L S E  R E L I G I O N S ,  " D I S P U T I N G W I T H  S T E P H E N "  C O U L D  

N O T " R E S I S T  TH E  W I S D O M  A N D  T H E  S P I R I T  B Y  WH IC H  H E  

S P AK E "  A N D  B E C AM E  A N G R Y  ( AC T S  6 : 5 - 1 1 ) .  " P AU L  AN D  

B AR N AB A S  H AD  N O  S M AL L  D I S S E N S IO N  AN D  D I S P U T A T I O N  —  

W I T H  T H E M "  WH O  WE R E  O N L Y  F A L S E  R E L I G I O U S  TE A C H E R S ,  

AC T S  1 5 : I- 2 .  B Y  J U D E  WE  AR E  E X H O R T E D  T O  " E A R N E S T L Y  

C O N T E N D  F O R  TH E  F A I T H "  ( J U D E  3 ) .  TH E N  L E T  N O  P E R -  

S O N  S A Y  T H A T  S U C H  D I S C U S S I O N S  S H O U L D  N O T  B E  H A D .  

S IN C E  S U C H  GR E A T  D IF F E R E N C E S  E X I S T  B E T WE E N  T H E  

T E A C H IN G O F  M R .  R E N F R O  AN D  H I S  B R E T H R E N  AN D  TH A T  

O F  M E  A N O  M Y  B R E T H R E N  O N  TH E S E  S U B J E C T S  U P  F O R  D IS -  

C U S S I O N  I T  I S  F I T T I N G A N D  P R O P E R  T H A T T H E S E  D IF F E R  

E N C E S  B E  S E T  F O R TH  I N  TH E  B E S T  P O S S IB L E  L I GH T T H A T  

TH E  T R U T H  M AY  S T A N D  O U T .  TH E  T E A C H IN G O F  E AC H  O F  

U S  O N  TH E S E  S U B J E C T S  IS  S O  F AR  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  TH A T  

O F  TH E  O T H E R  TH A T  I T  AM O U N T S  TO  P E R F E C T  C O N TR A D I C -  

T I O N ,  I T  S H O U L D  TH E R E F O R E  B E  E V I D E N T  TO  A L L  T H A T  

B O TH  T E A C H IN G S  O N  T H E S E  S U B J E C T S  C AN  N O T  B E  T R U E ,  

AN D  S I N C E  O N E  O F  T H E  T WO  IS  N E C E S S A R I L Y  WR O N G I T  

C A N  N O T  B E  TH E  T E A C H IN G O F  O U R  L O R D ,  AN D  TH O S E  WH O  

AC C E O T T H A T WH I C H  IS  C O N T R AR Y  TO  H IS  T E AC H I N G AR E
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F O U N D  TO  B E  F I GH T I N G A G A I N S T H I M  AN D  C E R T A I N L Y  C AN  

N O T H A V E   TH E   P R O M I S E   O F   H I S  B L E S S IN G S .  

I  B E L I E V E  S I N C E R E L Y  TH A T  TH E  S O U L ' S  S AL V A T I O N  O F  

TH O S E  WH O  H O L D  T O  TH E  T WO  P O S I T I O N S  U N D E R  D I S C U S S I O N  

I S  IN V O L V E D ,  IN C L U D IN G M Y  O WN  AN D  TH A T  O F  M Y  O P P O N - 

E N T .  I F  I  D I D  N O T  B E L I E V E  TH A T  T H E  S A L V A T I O N  O F  S O U L S  

W A S  A T  S T AK E  I  WO U L D  N O T  T AK E  T H E  T I M E  N O R  E X P E N D  T H E  

E F F O R T TH A T  WI L L  B E  N E C E S S A R Y  TO  C AR R Y  O N  TH I S  D I S -  

C U S S I O N .  I  WO U L D  N O T F O R  A  M O M E N T E N G A G E  I N  S U C H  F O R  

TH E  P U R P O S E  O F  U P H O L D I N G M Y  P AR T Y  O R  C R E E D .  IF  TH E  

E T E R N A L  D E S T I N Y  O F  S O U L S  IS  N O T A T  S T AK E  I T WI L L  N O T  

B E  WO R T H  TH E  E F F O R T O F  M Y  O P P O N E N T  TO  P U T F O R T H  TH I S  

E F F O R T  N O R   TH E   T I M E  O F  T H O S E  WH O  M I GH T  R E A D  I T .  

I  T R U S T  TH A T  WE  AL L  E N T E R  IN T O  TH I S  M A T T E R  W I T H  

TH E  F U L L  R E A L I ZA T I O N  T H A T " Y E  S H A L L  K N OW T H E  T R U T H  

AN D   TH E   TR U TH   S H A L L  M AK E   Y O U  F R E E . "  

O U R  F IR S T  D I S C U S S IO N  I S  O N  TH E  P R O P O S I T I O N  S T A T -  

E D  AB O VE .  AS  T H E  O N E  WH O  AF F I R M S  T H IS  F I R S T  P R O P O S I -  

T I O N  AN D  TH E R E F O R E  L E AD S  IN  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N  O F  I T ,  I T  

F A L L S  M Y  L O T T O  D E F I N E  T H E  S U B J E C T I N  S U C H  A WA Y  

TH A T  T H E R E  C AN  B E  N O  M I S U N D E R S T A N D I N G O F  TH E  I S S U E  

B E T WE E N  U S .  

B Y    " B AP T I S M "    I    M E A N   IM M E R S I O N   IN  WA T E R  D O N E  I N  

TH E   N AM E  O F   TH E   F A T H E R ,    A N D  O F    TH E  S O N  AN D  O F  TH E  

H O L Y  S P IR I T   I N  O B E D I E N C E   TO   A N D  AC C O R D IN G  TO   TH E  T E A-  

C H IN G O F   J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

B Y   " P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R "    I    M E AN  A   P E R S O N  WH O  T R U L Y  

B E L I E V E S    I N   J E S U S   C H R I S T A N D   WH O   H AS   R E P E N T E D  O F  A L L  

H I S   P AS T   S IN S .   O N L Y   S U C H   A   P E R S O N   TH U S    P R E P AR E D  C A N  

B E   S C R IP T U R AL L Y  B AP T I ZE D .  

" IS . "  B Y  " IS "  I M E AN  N O W,  U N T O  U S  O F  TH I S  D IS P E N -  

S A T I O N ,  N O T  TH A T  I T  WA S  U N T O  TH O S E  O F  O TH E R  D I S P E N -  

S A T I O N S ,    S U C H  A S   AB R AH AM ,    M O S E S ,    D A V I D ,  E T C .  

B Y  " E S S E N T I A L "  I  M E A N  TH A T  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  TO  T H E  

E N J O Y M E N T  O F  TH E  B L E S S I N G " S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  P AS T  S I N S "  

AN D   TH A T   TH I S   S A L V A T I O N  WI L L  N O T  B E  H A D   U N T I L  TH E
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P E R S O N  H AS  B E E N  B AP T I ZE D  AC C O R D I N G TO  TH E  T E AC H I N G -  

O F  TH E  L O R D .  

B Y  " S AL V A T I O N "  I  M E AN  T H E  P A R D O N ,  F O R G I V E N E S S  O R  

R E M IS S IO N .  

B Y  " P AS T  O R  AL I E N  S IN S "  I M E A N  AL L  S I N S  C O M M I T T E D  

B E F O R E  O N E  I S  B AP T I ZE D ,  WH I L E  O N E  I S  A N  A L I E N  F R O M  

TH E  GO V E R N M E N T  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  B E F O R E  H E  B E C O M E S  A  

C H R IS T I A N .  T H IS  D O E S  N O T  H A VE  T O  D O  WI TH  T H E  S IN S  

TH A T  H A V E  N O T B E E N  C O M M I T T E D .  I D O  N O T  T E AC H  TH A T  

U N C O M M I T T E D  S I N S  AR E  F O R G I V E N  WH E N  O N E  I S  B AP T1 ZE D , -  

B E C O M E S  A  C H R I S T I A N .  

TH E  P R O P O S I T I O N  TH E N  I S  S IM P L Y  TH I S :  B E F O R E  O N E  

C A N  H A V E  T H E  F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  S IN S  WH I C H  G O D  H AS  P R O V-  

I D E D  TH R O U GH  J E S U S  C H R I S T  H E  M U S T  TR U L Y  B E L I E V E  I N  

J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  S IN C E R E L Y  R E P E N T  O F  T H O S E  S IN S  AN D  B E  

B AP T I ZE D  IN  TH E  N AM E  O F  T H E  F A T H E R  A N D  O F  TH E  S O N  &  

O F  TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  TH O S E  S I N S .  

I T  I S  M Y  C O N T E N T I O N  T H A T T H E  S C R IP T U R E S ,  T H E  

WO R D  O F  GO O  P L A I N L Y  T E A C H E S  TH I S  P R O P O S I T I O N .  A N D  

WH A T  TH E  S C R I P TU R E S  TE A C H  AB O U T I T I T R U S T   WI L L  B E  

O U R  O N L Y  C O N C E R N .  

I T  M L H H T  B E  WE L L  F IR S T O F  A L L  T O  P O IN T  O U T S O M E  

TH I N GS  T H A T AR E  R E AD I L Y  AD M I T T E D ,  O N  WH IC H  WE  A R E  A-  

GR E E D  O R  WH I C H  F O R  S O M E  O TH E R  R E A S O N  D O  N O T E N T E R  I N  

TO  TH E  D I S C U S S IO N  O F  T H I S  P R O P O S I T I O N .  

I  WA N T  T O  S T A T E  P L A I N L Y  TH A T  I  B E L I E V E  T H A T  M E N  

AR E  S A V E D  F R O M  TH E  I I  R  S I N S  B Y  TH E  GR A C E  O F  GO D .  T H I S  

TH E  B IB L E  P L A I N L Y  S T A T E S  AN D  I S I N C E R E L Y  B E L I E V E  AN D  

A L WA Y S  T E A C H .  

I T  I S  A L S O  R E A D I L Y  AD M I T T E D  TH A T  M E N  AR E  S A V E D  

F R O M  TH E I R  S I N S  B Y  F A I T H .  8 GY  GR A C E  A R E  Y E  S A V E D  . . .  

TH R O U GH  F A I T H  "  I T R U L Y  B E L I E V E .  " TH E R E F O R E  B E I N G  

J U S T IF I E D  B Y  F A I TH ,  WE  H A V E  P E A C E  W I T H  GO D  T H R O U GH  

O U R  L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T "  I A L S O  B E L I E V E  AS  S TR O N G L Y  A S  

I T  I S  P O S S IB L E  F O R  A N Y O N E  TO  B E L I E V E  I T .  S A L V A T I O N  -
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B Y   F A I T H   TH E N    IS   N O T  TH E  I S S U E .  

A S  M Y  O P P O N E N T ,     I    AM  S U R E ,    B E L I E V E S ,    S O  D O  I,  

TH A T  M AN   C AN   N O T  B E   S A V E D   8 Y  T H E   " WO R K S   O F   TH E   L A W. "  

N E I T H E R  D C    I    8 E L I E V E  O R   T E AC H   TH A T  M AN    IS   S A V E D  B Y  

H I S  O WN  R I G H T E O U S N E S S   -   TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  M AN .  

S IN C E  O N   TH E S E   P O IN T S   WE   A R E  A GR E E D   T H E Y  N E E D  

N O T E N T E R   I N TO   TH I S  D I S C U S S IO N  AN D  AN Y   E F F O R T  TH A T  

I S  M AD E  O R   AN Y   S C R IP T U R E   TH A T  M AY   B E   U S E D        TO  S E T  

F O R TH   TH E S E   P O IN T S   WI L L   B E  B U T WA S T E D   E F F O R T    AS  F A R  

A S   TH E    I S S U E   U N D E R   D I S C U S S IO N    I S  C O N C E R N E D .  

I  B E L I E V E  TH E N  TH A T  " B Y  G R AC E  Y E  A R E  S A V E D . "  1  

B E L I E V E  TO O  IN  " B E I N G J U S T I F I E D  B Y  F A I T H . "  I A L S O  B E  

L I E V E  TH A T " B AP T I S M  D O TH  .  .  .  S A V E  U S . "  TH E S E  AR E  

A L L  S C R I P T U R A L  QU O T A T I O N S  I N  WH I C H  I  E X P R E S S  M Y  

F A I T H .  I T I S  O N L Y  O N  TH E  L A S T ,  " B AP T I S M  D O TH  .  .  .  S A V E  

U S " ,  T H A T M R .  R E N F R O  AN D  I  D I S A GR E E .  I T  I S  TH E  L A S T  

TH A T  H E  D E N I E S  WH I C H  B E C O M E S  N O W T H E  B A S I S  O F  TH I S  

D IS C U S S I O N .  

TO  WH A T  T H E  WO R D  O F  GO D  S A Y S  TH E N  AB O U T ,  TH E  P O -  

S I T I O N  O F  B AP T I S M  I N  R E L A T I O N  TO  S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  S I N S ,  

WE  IN V I T E  Y O U R  C A R E F U L  AM D - P S A Y E L R F U  L  A T T E N T I O N .  AN D  

WE  P L E AD  W I T H  A L L  T O  A C C E P T  WH A T T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  . . . .  

T E A C H  O N  TH IS  M A T T E R  AS  WE L L  AS  AN Y  O TH E R  TH A T M A Y  

H A V E  TO  D O  WI T H  O U R  E T E R N A L  D E S T I N Y  F O R  WE  C E R T A I N L Y  

C A N  S AY  WI T H  T H E    L O R D ,    " TH Y   WO R D    I S  T R U TH . "  

 

IF  AS  I  C O N T E N D ,  B AP T I S M  I S  R E L A T E D  T O  S A L V A T I O N  

A S  A C O N D I T I O N  TH E N  TH E  B IB L E  O U GH T  TO  P R E S E N T  TH E M  

P L A I N L Y  I N  TH A T R E L A T I O N .  I T  1 3  TO  S U C H  M E N T IO N  O F  

TH E M  T H A T    I    D I R E C T  Y O U R  A T T E N T I O N  N O W.  

I N  TH E   F O L L O W I N G  S C R IP T U R E S   B AP T I S M  AN D  S A L V A-  

T I O N   F R O M  S I N S ,    F O R G I V E N E S S ,    R E M I S S I O N  A R E  M E N T I O N E D  

TO G E TH E R :  

M AR K  1 : 4  " J O H N  D ID  B AP T I ZE  I N  T H E  W I L D E R N E S S , A N D  

P R E AC H  TH E  B AP T I S M  O F  R E P E N T A N C E  F O R  T H E  R E M IS S IO N  

O F   S I N S . "  
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L U K E  3 : 3 .  " AN D  H E  C AM E  I N TO  A L L  TH E  C O U N T R Y  A-  

B O U T J O R D A N ,  P R E A C H IN G T H E  B AP T I S M  O F  R E P E N T A N C E  -  

F O R  TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S . "  H E R E  TO O  I T  IS ;  F I R S T ,  

" B AP T I S M " ,  N E X T  " R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  

M AR K  1 6 : 1 6 .  " H E  TH A T B E L I E V E T H  AN D  I S  B AP T I Z E D  

S H A L L  B E  S A VE D , '  B U T H E  TH A T  B E L I E V E T H  N O T S H AL L  B E  

D AM N E D . "  A G A I N  TH E  O R D E R  I S :  F IR S T ,  " B E  B AP T I ZE D ,  

S E C O N D ,  " S A V E D . "  

AC T S  2 : 3 8 :  " TH E N  P E T E R  S A I D  U N T O  T H E M , " R E P E N T ,  

AN D  B E  B AP T I ZE D  E V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U  I N  T H E  N AM E  O F  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S ,  A N D  Y E  

S H A L L  R E C E I V E  T H E  G I F T O F  TH E  H O L Y  GH O S T . "  H E R E  A-  

G A I N  WE  H A V E :  F I R S T ,  " B E  B AP T I ZE D , "  A N D  TH E N  " R E -  

M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  

AC T S  2 2 : 1 6 .   " A N D  N O W WH Y  T A R R I E S T  T H O U ?  AR I S E  

AN D  B E  B AP T I ZE D ,  AN D  WA S H  A W A Y  T H Y  S IN S , C A L L IN G  O N  

TH E  N AM E  O F  TH E  L O R D . "  S T I L L  T H E  S AM E  O R D E R  P R E -  

V A I L S :   F I R S T ,    " B E  B AP T I ZE D , "  S E C O N D ,    " W A S H  A WA Y  

S IN S  .  "  

 

I  P E T E R  3 : 2 1 .  " T H E  L IK E  F I GU R E  WH F R E U N T O  B AP T-  

I S M  D O T H  A L S O  N O W S A V E  U S  ( N O T T H E  P U T T I N G A WA Y  O F  

TH E  F I L T H  O F  TH E  F L E S H ,  B U T  T H E  AN S WE R  O F  A  GO O D  

C O N S C I E N C E  TO W A R D  GO D )  B Y  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  

J E S U S  C H R I S T , "  A N D  I T  I S  S T I L L :  F I R S T ,  " B AP T I S M , " -  

S E C O N D , " S A V E D . "  

I N   TH E S E   S IX   P A S S A G E S  O F   S C R IP T U R E  WE  H A V E  

B O TH   B AP T I S M  AN D   R E M I S S I O N  O F   S I N S ,    O R  S AL V A T I O N  

F R O M  P A S T   S IN S ,    M E N T I O N E D   A N D    I N   E V E R Y  O N E  O F  TH E M  

TH E  O R D E R  I S  T H E  S AM E :  F IR S T B AP T I S M  A N D  TH E N  S A L -  

V A T IO N  O R  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S IN S .  AN D  N O T O N L Y  AR E  TH E Y  

M E N T I O N E D  I N  T H I S  O R D E R  E A C H  T I M E  TH E Y  AR E  F O U N D  

TO G E TH E R  B U T  E A C H  T IM E  WO R D I N G I S  U S B D  TH A T I N D I -  

C A T E S  T H A T  T H E  V E R Y  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  B AP T I S M  IS  TH A T  

S AL V A T I O N  F R O M  P AS T  S I N S ,  TH A T  I T  L E A D S  TO  TH A T  

F O R G I V E N E S S  O R  R E M I S S I O N ,    S U C H  AS :   TH R E E  T I M E S  I T
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I S  S A ID  TH A T  B AP T I S M  IS  " F O R  T H E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S " ;  

O N C E ,  " B E  B AP T I ZE D  AN D  WA S H  A WA Y  TH Y  S IN S "  A N D  A G A IN ,  

V E R Y  P O IN T E D L Y ,    " B AP T I S M  D O TH  .   .   .  S A V E . "  

IF  I T  C O U L D  B E  TH A T  S A L V A T IO N  M IGH T  P R E C E D E  B AP T-  

I S M  AN D  TH E  O R D E R  B E  T H E  V E R Y  O P P O S I T E  O F  TH A T  G I V E N  

I N  TH E  AB O V E  S C R I P T U R E S ,  S A L V A T I O N  AN D  TH E N  B AP T I S M , -  

TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  D I D  N O T S E E  F I T T O  G I V E  A  S IN GL E  I N O  I  

C A T IO N  O F  I T  I N  A N Y  P L AC E  WH E R E  I T  M E N T I O N E D  T H E  T WO  

TO G E TH E R .  TH O S E  WH O  WO U L D  P U T T H E M  I N  TH A T  O R D E R ,  S A L  

V A T IO N  AN D  T H E N  B AP T I S M ,  M U S T F L N D  S O M E  AU T H O R I T Y  F O R  

I T  T H AN  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T ,  J E S U S  C H R I S T  O R  GO D  F O R  N O T  

O N C E  D ID  E I TH E R  O F  TH E M  M E N T I O N  T H E M  IN  TH A T  O R D E R .  

 

S IN C E  TH E  H O L Y  S P IR I T G A V E  TH E  O R D E R  I N  E V E R Y  

C A S E ,  B AP T I S M  TH E N  S A L V A T I O N ,  AN D  F U R T H E R  P L A I N L Y  S T A  

T E D  T H A T  " B AP T I S M  D O T H  .  .  S A V E "  I T  O U G H T T O  B E  B E -  

Y O N D  Q U E S T I O N  W I T H  E V E R Y  P E R S O N  WH O  WA N T S  O N L Y  WH A T  

TH E  L O R D  TE A C H E S  O N  TH E  S U B J E C T .  B U T F R O M  TH E S E  GE N E R  

A L  O B S E R V A T IO N S  WE  P R O C E E D  T O  M O R E  S P E C I F IC  TH I N GS .  

 

WE  H A V E  TH E  R E C O R D  O F  M A R K  TH A T " J O H N  D I D  B AP T I ZE

I N  T H E  WI L D E R N E S S  A N D  P R E AC H  TH E  B AP T I S M  O F  R E P E N T

AN C E  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  M AR K  1 : 4 ,  AN D  TH E  

WO R D  O F  L U K E  TH A T " TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  C AM E  U N TO  J O H N  TH E  

S O N  O F  ZA C H A R J AS  I N  TH E  WI L D E R N E S S .  A N D  H E  C AM E  I N TO  

A L L  T H E  C O U N T R Y  AB O U T J O R D A N ,  P R E AC H I N G  TH E  B AP T I S M  

O F  R E P E N T A N C E  F O R  T H E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S "  L U K E  3 : 2 ,  3 .  

H E R E  WE  H A V E  TH E  E X A C T A N S WE R  TO  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  WH I C H  

TH E  L O R D  A S K E D  O F  TH E  J E WS  A T O N E  T IM E ,  " TH E  B AP T I S M  

O F  J O H N ,  WH E N C E  W A S  I T ?  F R O M  H E A V E N  O R  O F  M E N ?  L U K E  

S AY S  T H A T  TH E  P R E A C H I N G O F  J O H N ,  T H E  B AP T I S M  O F  R E -  

P E N T A N C E  F O R  T H E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S ,  WA S  O F  GO D .  F R O M  

TH E  F I R S T T H E N  B AP T I S M  A S  T A U GH T  B Y  T H E  AU TH O R I T Y  O F  

GO D  H AS  B E E N  " F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S . "  I T I S  T R U L Y  

S TR A N GE  T H O U GH  TH A T  T H O S E  WH O  C L A IM  T O  C O N T IN U E  J O H N ' S  

B AP T I S M  T O D AY  A R E  T H E  VE R Y  O N E S  WH O  D E N Y  TH A T  P U R -  

P O S E .  

 

I T  WA S   TO  TH I S   B AP T I S M ,   AS  T A U GH T AN D  P R A C T I C E D
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B Y  J O H N ,  TH A T  J E S U S  C H R I S T H IM S E L F  C AM E .  H E  M AD E  

K N O WN  H I S  P U R P O S E  TO  B E  B AP T I ZE D  O F  J O H N  " B U T J O H N  

F O R B AD E  H IM "  M A T T .  3 : 1 4  P L E AS E  N O T E  H E R E  F R I E N D S  

TH A T  TH E R E  WA S  N O  E A R TH L Y  O R  H E A V E N L Y  R E AS O N  F O R  

J O H N  R E F U S I N G TO  B AP T I ZE  J E S U S  E X C E P T  TH A T H E  R E AL  

I ZE D  TH A T H I S  B AP T I S M  WA S  F O R  T H E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  

S IN S  AN D  T H A T  J E S U S  C H R I S T  D I D  N O T  N E E D  I T .  J O H N  

K N E W AB O U T H IS  B AP T I S M  WH A T T H O S E  O F  TO D A Y  WH O  —  

C L A IM  T O  F O L L O W H J M  H A V E  N E V E R  L E AR N E D  B U T  S O R E L Y  

N E E D  TO ,  V I Z,  TH A T  O N E  WH O  H AD  N O  S IN S  TO  B E  F O R -  

G I V E N  C O U L D  N O T  B E  B AP T I ZE D  IN  TH E  R E GU L AR  C O U R S E  

O F  H I S  T E AC H I N G AN D  WO R K .  AN D  S O  TH E  I N S P IR E D  R E -  

C O R D  M AK E S  P L A I N  T H A T  J E S U S  H AD  TO  C O N V I N C E  J O H N  

TH A T  H I S  B AP T I S M  M U S T B E  P E R F O R M E D  E V E N  TH O U GH  A N  

E X C E P T I O N  TO  T H E  VE R Y  P U R P O S E  F O R  WH IC H  J O H N  WA S  

B AP T1 ZI N G  P E O P L E .  

 

B U T  TH E  QU E S T I O N  TH E N  R A I S E D  IN  TH E  M I N D S  O F  

A L L  O F  U S  E V E N  A S  I T  WA S  I N  TH A T  O F  J O H N  &  S H O U L D  

B E  S E T T L E D  I N  O U R  M IN D S  J U S T  AS  I T  WA S  I N  TH E  M IN D  

O F  J O H N ,  B Y  T H E  E X P L A N A T I O N  T H A T  J E S U S  G A V E  AN D  

N O T B Y  TH E  QU IB B L IN G O F  M E N .  J E S U S  S A I N D  U N TO  H J M ,  

" S U F F E R  I T  T O  B E  S O  N O W"  WH I C H  W A S  I N  E F F E C T , "  T H O  

Y O U  A R E  B AP T I Z I N G P E O P L E  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  

TH E I R  S I N S  AN D  I H A V E  N O  S IN S  TO  B E  R E M I T T E D  GR AN T  

TH I S  O N E  E X C E P T IO N  I N  M Y  C AS E  A N D  S U F F E R  M E  T O  B E  

B AP T I ZE D  A N Y H O W. "  B U T  WH Y ,  L O R D ?  A N D  J E S U S  H IM S E L F  

G I V E S  U S  T H E  AN S WE R :  " F O R  TH U S  I T  B E C O M E TH  U S  TO  

F U L F I L L  A L L  R I GH T E O U S N E S S . "  C H R I S T  S A Y S  I T  I S  B E -  

C O M I N G F O R  H IM .  T O  D O  WH A T  GO D  H AS  C O M M AN D E D  AN D  

TH A T  I S  H IS  V E R Y  P U R P O S E  F O R  C O M IN G IN T O  TH E  WO R L D ,  

" I   C O M E   TO   D O   TH Y  W I L L ,   0   GO D "   A S    H E   P U T    I T .  

 

GO D  C O M M AN D E D  M E N ,  TH R O U GH  J O H N ,  TO  B E  B AP T I Z-  

E D .  C H R I S T J E S U S  C O U L D  N O T D O  GO D ' S  WI L L  W I T H O U T  

B E IN G B AP T I Z E D .  GO D  C O M M AN D S  M E N  TO D A Y ,  TH R O U GH  

J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  T O  B E  B AP T I ZE D  AN D  N O  M AN  C AN  D O  GO D S  

W I L L  WI T H O U T  B E I N G B AP T I ZE D  A C C O R D I N G  TO  H IS  W I L L .  

 

C H R IS T  S A I D ,  " TH U S  I T  B E C O M E T H  U S  T O  F U L F I L L
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A L L  R I G H T E O U S N E S 5 . "  I WO U L D  L IK E  TO  AS K  M Y  O P P O N E N T, -  

WH O S E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  WA S  TH U S  F U L F I L L E D ?  WA S  I T  TH E  

R I GH T E O U S N E S S  TH A T  I S  O F  TH E  L A W?  O F  C O U R S E  N O T F O R  

TH I S  WA S   N O    P A R T  O F    TH E  L A W.  

 

W A S    T H I S    B E IN G  B AP T I ZE D    TH E   R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  

M E N ?    I    H AR D L Y    B E L IE V E    TH A T  M Y   O P P O N E N T  O R   A N Y  WH O  

R E AD    T H I S   WI L L   TH U S   B E L I T T L E  TH E   WO R K  O F   J O H N .    I T  C E R -  

T A I N L Y    WA S   N O T   T H E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  M E N .  

 

TH E N  J O H N ' S  B AP T I S M  M U S T  H A V E  B E E N  T H E  R I GH T E O U S  

N E S S  O F  GO D .  TH O S E ,  T H E N  WH O  S U 3 M 1 T T E D  T O  TH E  B AP T I S M  

O F  J O H N  WE R E  S IM P L Y  S U B M I T T I N G T O  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  

O F  GO D .  

S IN C E    N O W  GO D   C O M M AN D S ,    TH R O U GH    J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  

TH A T  M E N    P E   B AP T I ZE D   AL L  WH O   AR E   B AP T I ZE D    I N  0 3 E D I E N C E  

TO    TH A T   C O M M AN D   AR E   O N L Y   S U B M I T T I N G    TO   TH E  R I GH T E O U S -  

N E S S  O F  GO D .  

GO D    B AP T I ZE D    E V E R Y  O N E   WH O  O B E Y E D   H IS   C O M M AN D  T O  

B E   B AP T I ZE D   A T   T H E   H A N D S   O F   J O H N   T H E    IM M E R S E R .    I T  WA S  

TH E  WO R K  O F   GO D .    E V E N  S O    "  J E S U S  M AD E   AN D  B A P T I ZE D   

M O R E  D I S C IP L E S  TH A N  J O H N ,  ( TH O U GH  J E S U S  H IM S E L F  B AP T-  

I ZE D  N O T ,  B U T  H I S  D I S C I P L E S , ) "  I T  WA S  J E S U S  WH O  B AP T -  

I ZE D  TH O S E  WH O  S U B M I T T E D  TO  B AP T I S M  A T  TH E  H AN D S  O F  

H I S  D IS C IP L E S .  TH A T  WA S  T H E  WO R K  O F  J ES U S  C H R I S T .  I T  

I S  E X AC T L Y  S O  TO D AY .  TH O S E  WH O  AR E  B AP T I ZE D  IN  O B E D I-  

E N C E  TC  T H E  C O M M AN D  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T A N D  AC C O R D I N G T O  

H I S  T E AC H I N G AR E  B AP T I ZE D  B Y  J E S U S  C H R I S T.  I T  I S  TH E  

WO R K  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

L E T  TH E  M AN  WH O  WI L L  E X P O S E  H I S  S O U L  T O  TH E  C U R S E  

O F  H I GH  H E A V E N  P R O F AN E  T H I S  WO R K  O F  B O D AN D  O F  J E S U S  

C H R IS T ,  TH I S  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D  AN D  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  

B Y  C A L L IN G I T  T H E  WO R K  O F  M AN ,  M AN ' S  O WN  WO R K ,  TH E  

R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  M AN ,  M AN ' S  S E L F - R I GH T E O U S N E S S  B U T  

L E T M E  AN D  AL L  WH O  S E E K  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D ,  B E -  

L I E V E  I T AN D  AC C E P T I T  A S  GO D  AN D  H I S  O N L Y  B E GO T T E N —  

S O N ,   M Y  S A V IO R  H A V E  T A U GH T  I T .  



1 0  

 

B AP T I S M  A S  T A U GH T  A N D  C O M M AN D E D  B Y  GO D  T H R O U GH  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  I S  TH E  R I G H T E O U S N E S S  O F  G O D  AN O  O F  

C H R IS T .  J O H N  T A U GH T I T  " F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S "  

( M K .  1 : 4 ;  L K .  3 : 3 ) ,  J E S U S  C H R I S T C O M M AN D E D  I T " F O R  

TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S "  ( A C T S  2 : 3 8 ) .  P A U L  U N D E R -  

S TO O D  TH A T  TH E  D IF F E R E N C E  B E T WE E N  B E I N G  L O S T AN D  

S A VE D  WA S  TH E  D I F F E R E N C E  B E T WE E N  F O L L O WI N G TH E  

R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  M A N  AN D  S U B M I T T I N G  TO  TH E  R I GH T -  

E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D .  IN  R O M .  1 |0 : 1 - 3  H E  S AY S ,  " B R E TH R E N ,  

M Y  H E A R T' S  D E S I R E  AN D  P R AY E R  TO  GO D  F O R  I S R A E L  I S ,  

TH A T   T H E Y  M I GH T  B E   S A V E D .    F O R    I    B E AR   T H E M   R E C O R D  

TH A T  T H E Y  H A V E  A ZE A L  O F  GO D ,  B U T N O T A C C O R D IN G TO  

K N O WL F D G E .  F O R  TH E Y  B E IN G  I GN O R A N T  O F  G O D ' S  R I G H T-  

E O U S N E S S ,  A N D  GO IN G AB O U T  T O  E S T AB L I S H  TH E I R  O W N  

R I GH T E O U S N E S S ,  H A V E  N O T S U B M I T T E D  TH E M S E L V E S  TO  

TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D . "  P AU L  E X P E C T E D  TH E M  TO  

B E  S A V E D  B Y  S U B M I T T I N G  TO  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F GO D .  

 

B AP T I S M  I N  O B E D I E N C E  T O  TH E  C O M M AN D  O F  GO D  

TH R O U GH  J E S U S  C H R IS T  O U R  L O R D  IS  N O T " R I GH T E O U S N E S S  

WH I C H  I S  O F  TH E  L A W, "  I T  I S  N O T  " TH E IR  O WN  R I GH T —  

E O U S N E S S  ( M E N ' S ) ,  I T  I S  TH E  " R I G H T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D "  

TO  WH I C H  M E N  M U S T S U B M I T T O  B E  S A V E D .  " H E  TH A T  B E  —  

L I E V E TH  A N D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . "  I T I S  T H E  

" R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D "  AN D  O F  C H R I S T " F O R  TH E  R E -  

M I S S IO N  O F  S I M S . "  " B AP T I S M  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  

S IN S "  ( M K .  1 : 4 ;  LK .  3 : 3 ) .  " R E P E N T ,  AN D  B E  B AP T I ZE D -  

-  -  F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S IN S "  ( AC T S  2 : 3 8 ) .  " E VE N  

S O  M I GH T  GR AC E  R E I GN  TH R O U GH  R I GH T E O U S N E S S , "  R O M .  

5 : 2 1 .  I T  IS  " R I GH T E O U S N E S S  TH E N  TH R O U GH  WH I C H  

GR A C E  R E I G N S  U N T O  E T E R N AL  L IF E .  I T  I S  " TH E  R I GH T —  

E O U S N E S S  WH I C H  I S  O F  F A I T H , "  R O M .  I  0 : 6  B AP T I S M  F O R  

TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S  T H E N  IS  S U B M I T T I N G TO  T H E  

R I GH T E O U S N E S S  WH I C H  I S  O F  F A I T H  AN D  I S  T H E R E F O R E  -  

TH E  M E AN S  O F  S A L V A T I O N  " B Y  GR A C E  TH R O U GH  F A I T H . "  

 

L E T  U S  A S K  A G A I N  TH E N  F O R  E M P H AS I S :  I S  B AP T I S M  

A S  C O M M AN D E D  B Y  J E S U S  C H R I S T O F  TH E  " R I G H T E O U S N E S S  

WH I C H  I S  O F  TH E  L A W? "  O R  I S  I T  O F  M AN ' S  O WN  R I GH T-  

E O U S N E S S ?  O R  I S  I T  " TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  W H I C H  I S  O F
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F A I T H ? "  WH E N  TH E S E  QU E S T I O N S  A R E  " P R O P E R L Y  AN S WE R E D  Y O U

W I L L  F IN D  TH E  AN S WE R  TO  TH E  D  1  S C U S S  I O N ,  1 1  TH E  R I GH T -

E O U S N E S S  WH I C H  I S  O F  F A I T H "  WH I C H  I S  F O R  TH E  R E M IS -  

S IO N  O F  S I N S ,  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  TO  WH IC H  TH E  B E L 1 E V —  

I N G P E N I T E N T M U S T  S U B M I T T H A T H E  " M I GH T B E  S A V E D " F R O M  

A L L  H I S  P A S T  S I N S .  

 

WH I L E  C O N S I D E R I N G J O H N ' S  B AP T I S M ,  R E M E M B E R IN G  

TH A T  I T  I S  O F  GO D ,  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D ,  A N D  T O  

S IN N E R S  WH O  C O N F E S S E D  TH E I R  S I N S  I T  WA S  " F O R  TH E  R E M -  

I S S I O N  O F  S I N S , "  P L E A S E  N O T E  TH A T  TO  A C C E P T I T  WA S  T O  

J U S T IF Y  GO D .  WE  H A V E  TH E  S T A T E M E N T  F R O M  L U K E  7 : 2 9 J A N D  

A L L  TH E  P E O P L E  TH A T  H E A R D  H IM ,  AN D  TH E  P U B L IC A N S ,  J U S  

T I F I E D  GO D ,  B E I N G B AP T 1 ZE D  W I T H  TH E  B AP T I S M  O F  J O H N . "  

AN O  N O T E  F U R T H E R  TH A T A S  L O N G AS  O N E  F A I L E D  T O  B E  B AP  

T L ZE D  O F  J O H N  H E  WA S  R E J E C T I N G  TH E  C O U N S E L  O F  GO D  A-  

G A1 N S T  H IM S E L F ,  L U K E  7 : 3 0 .  " B U T TH E  P H AR I S E E S  AN D  L A W-  

Y E R S  R E J E C T E D  TH E  C O U N S E L  O F  GO D  A G A I N S T  TH E M S E L VE S  -  

B E IN G N O T B AP T I ZE D  O F  H IM . "  S I N C E  GO D ' S  C O U N S E L  TH R U  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  A L S O  C O N T A I N S  TH E  C O M M AN D  T O  B E  B /K P T I ZE O .  

A S  L O N G A S  A B E L I E V I N G P E N I T E N T F A I L S  TO  B E Y  TH A T  C O M  

M AN D  H E ,  L IK E  T H O S E  P H A R I S E E S  AN D  L A WY E R S ,  I S  R E J E C T -  

I N G TH E  C O U N S E L  O F  GO D .  C M N  E VE R  A B E L I E V I N G P E N I T E N T  

H A V E  GO D ' S  F O R G I V E N E S S  WH I L E  " R E J E C T I N G  TH E  C O U N S E L O F  

GO D ? "  TO  A S K  TH E  QU E S T I O N  I S  T O  AN S WE R  I T A N D  I AM  

S U R E  TH A T  A L L  O U R  R E A D E R S  C AN  S E E  TH A T .  AN D  Y E T I T I S  

TH E  P O S I T I O N  O F  M Y  O P P O N E N T  TH A T  O N E  M AY  H A V E  T H E  R E -  

M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S  A N D  E T E R N A L  L IF E  I T S E L F  WH I L E  TH U S  R E  

J E C T I N G TH E  C O U N S E L  O F  GO D ,  N O T B E IN G B AP T I ZE D  I N  O -  

3 E D I E N C E   TO   H I S  C O M M AN D .  

L E T  U S  T U R N  N O W TO  T H E  WO R D S  O F  J E S U S  C H R IS T  AS  

TH E Y  F E L L  F R O M  H IS  O WN  L IP S  A N D  L E A R N  H I S  P E R S O N A L  —  

T E A C H IN G O N  TH E  M A T T E R  U N D E R  D I S C U S S I O N .  WE  WI L L  L O O K  

TO  TH E  T I M E  IN  H I S  L IF E  AF T E R  H E  H AD  D IE D  AN D  S H E D  

H I S  L I F E ' S  B L O O D  F O R  TH E  S I N S  O F  TH E  WO R L D  B U T TH R U -  

TH E  P O WE R  O F  GO D  H A D  C O M E  F O R TH  F R O M  TH E  GR A V E  TR I U M -  

P H AN T  O V E R  T H E  P O WE R S  O F  H E L L  AN D  S A T AN .  AF T E R  H I S  

R E S U R R E C T I O N  H E  WA S  AB L E  T O  S A Y  T O  H I S  C H O S E N  O N E S ,  -  

" AL L  P O WE R   I S   G I V E N  U N T O  M E   I N  H E A V E N  A N D    IN  E A R TH . "



1 2  

 

W I T H  TH I S  S O L E M N  AN D  F O R C E F U L  D E C L AR A T IO N  TH E  A T T E N -  

T I O N  O F  E V E R Y  C R E A T U R E  O F  TH E  H U M A N  F AM I L Y  O U GH T

TO  B E  C H A L L E N GE D  TO  A H U M B L E ,  H O P E F U L  AN D  S U B M IS S -

1 V E  IN V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  T H E  WO R D S  T H A T  A R E  TO  F AL L  

F R O M  H IS  L I P S  W I T H  S U C H  P O WE R  AN O  AU TH O R I T Y .  AN D  

C E R T A I N L Y  A L L  WH O  R E C O GN I ZE  T H E I R  S IN F U L N E S S  B E F O R E :  

GO D  AN D  K N O W O F  TH E  WO N D E R F U L  S AC R I F I C E  M AD E  B Y  

TH I S ,  T H E  AN N O  I N T E D  O F  GO D ,  TH E  C H R IS T ,  F O R  TH E M  

W I L L  B E  H U M B L E  F C R  I T  I S  O N L Y  T H R O U GH  H IM  T H A T  WE  

C A N  F IN D  H O P E  F O R  O U R  S O U L S  E T E R N AL  WE L F AR E  B U T — -  

TH A T  O N L Y  IF  WE  AR E  WI L L I N G TO  H E AR  H I S  WO R D S ,  AC -  

C E P T  H I S  A U TH O R I T Y  AN D  S U B M I T  T O  H J S  C O M M AN D S .  

M A T T H E W R E C O R D S  TH E  WO R D S  O F  TH I S  L O R D  W I T H  A L L  

AU T H O R I T Y  I N  M A T T .  2 8 : 1 9 , 2 0 ,  WH E R E  H E  IS  R E P R E S E N T -  

E D  AS  S A Y IN G ,  " GO  Y E  TH E R E F O R E ,  A N D  T E A C H  A L L  N A-  

T I O N S ,  B AP T I Z I N G TH E M  I N  TH E  N AM E  O F  TH E  F A TH E R , AN D  

O F  TH E  S O N ,  A N D  O F  TH E  H O L Y  GH O S T ;  T E A C H IN G TH E M  

TO  O B S E R V E  AL L  T H I N G S  WH A T S O E V E R  1  H A VE  C O M M AN D E D  -  

Y O U :  A N D ,  L O ,  I  A V I  W I TH  Y O U  AL WA Y ,  E V E N  U N TO  TH E  

E N D  O F  T H E  WC R L O . "  TH I S  I S  A V E R Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S T A  

T E M E N T B U T I T  D E A L S  P R I N C IP A L L Y  WI T H  T H E  D U TY  O F  

TH E S E  T O  WH O M  TH E  L O R D  W A S  S P E AK IN G AN O  H I S  P R O M IS E  

TO  TH E M .  H E  C O M M AN D E D ,  GO ,  T E A C H ,  B AP T I Z E ,  T E AC H  &  

P R O M I S E D ,  " I  AM  WI T H  Y O U . "  B U T S IM I L A R  I N S T R U C T IO N S  

AR E  R E C O R D E D  B Y  M AR K  AN D  U N D E R  TH E  S AM E  C IR C U M S T A N -  

C E S  AN D  F O R  TH E  S AM E  P U R P O S E  B U T WH I C H  C O V E R  S O M E ,  

TH I N GS  N O T M E N T I O N E D  B Y  M A T T H E W.  M AR K  R E C O R D S  TH E  

S T A T E M E N T  O F  TH I S  L O R D  O F  A L L  AU T H O R I T Y ,  " GO  Y E  I N -  

TO  A L L  TH E  WO R L D ,  AN D  P R E AC H  T H E  GO S P E L  TO  E V E R Y  

C R E A T U R E .  H E  TH A T  B E L I E VE T H  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  

B E  S A VE D . "  M K .  1 6 : 1 5 , 1 6  AN D  IN  TH E S E  WO R D S  WE  F I N D  

S O M E  IN F O R M A T I O N  O N  TH E  S U B J E C T  WH I C H  WE  H A V E  U N D E R  

C O N S ID E R A T IO N  N O W, .  T H E  L O R D  H E R E  G I V E S  C O N S  I D E R A T —  

I  O N  T O  T H E  TH I N G T H A T  I S  T O  B E  P R E S E N T E D  TO  " E VE R Y  

N A T IO N , "  " TH E  GO S P E L ; "  TO  T H E  A T T I T U D E  TH A T  TH E Y  

M U S T M AN I F E S T T O WA R D  I T ,  " AN D  B E  B AP T I ZE D ; "  AN D

TH E  B L E S S I N G TH A T  T H E Y  C A N  E X P E C T ,  " S H A L L  B E  S A V-  

E D . "  H E R E  WE  F IN D  TH E  GR E A T E R  P AR T  O F  T H E  M A T T E R  U N -  

D E R  D I S C U S S I O N ;  TH E  B E L I E V E R ,  B AP T I S M  A N D  S AL V A T I O N .
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S U R E L Y  T H E N  T H E  WO R D S  F O U N D  H E R E  WI L L  H A V E  A GR E A T  

B E A R IN G O N  T H E  D I S C U S S IO N  0 F  TH I S  S U B J E C T.  A N D  S I N C E  

WE  H A V E  TH E  WO R D S  O F  TH E  L O R D ,  G I V I N G I N S T R U C T I O N S  TO R  

TH E  F U T U R E  AN D  F O R  A L L  T H E  WO R L D ,  E V E R Y  C R E A T U R E ,  WE  

C A N  B E  S U R E  T H A T  WE  M AK E  TH E  P R O P E R  AP P L IC A T I O N  WH E N  

WE  U S E  I T  F O R  AL L  O F  U S  T O D AY  AN D  F O R  T H E  R E S U L T  M E N -  

T I O N E D  H E R E ,  S A L V A T I O N .  A N D  T O O  S I N C E  WE  H A V E  TH E  3  

M A I N  P O IN T S  O F  O U R  P R O P O S I T IO N  M E N T I O N E D ,  AN D  TH A T  B Y  

TH E  L O R D  H IM S E L F ,  WE  C A N  B E  S U R E  TH A T TH E Y  W I L L  B E  

S E T  F O R TH  I N  TH E IR  P R O P E R  R E L A T I O N .  WI L L  WE  A L L  T H E N  

B E  R E A D Y  TO  A C C E P T T H E  R E L A T I O N  I N  WH I C H  TH E  L O R D  S E T  

TH E M ?  WE   S H A L L  S E E .  

 

I N  TH I S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  TH E  L O R D  WE  H A V E  S O  P L A IN L Y  

S E T  F O R TH  TH E  T E R M S  AN D  T R U TH  O F  O U R  P R O P O S I T I O N  T H A T  

I T  O U GH T T O  S E T T L E  T H E  M A T T E R  I N  TH E  WI N D S  O F  E V E R Y  

P E R S O N  WH O  WA N T S  T O  K N O W A N D  AC C E P T S I M P L Y  WH A T T H E  

L O R D  H AS  T A U GH T  AB O U T T H E  M A T T E R .  H E R E  J E S U S  S A I D  WH O  

S H O U L D  B E  S A V E D ,  " H E  TH A T B E L 1 E VE T H  AN D  I S  B AP T I Z E D  -  

S H A L L  B E  S A VE D . "  H E R E  J E S U S  TO L D  WH I C H  B E L I E V E R  S H O U L D  

B E  S A V E D ,  " H E  TH A T  B E L I E V E T H  A N D  I S  B AP T I ZE D . "  8 E L I E V  

I N G TH A T  T H E  L O R D  K N E W E X A C T L Y  WH A T  H E  W A S  T A L K IN G A -  

B O U T  H E R E  I N  T H I S ' V I T A L  I N S T R U C T I O N  T O  H I S  AP O S T L E S  -  

H E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  I G N O R E D  S O M E  WH O  S H O U L D  B E  S A V E D  I F  

TH E Y  A R E  N O T  IN C L U D E D  IN  TH E  S T A T E M E N T .  " H E  TH A T  B E -  

L I E VE T H  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H AL L  B E  S A V E D . "  B U T E V E N  M Y  

O P P O N E N T  M U S T  AD M I T  T H A T  I N  TH I S  S T A T E M E N T  TH E  L O R D  

C O M P R E H E N D E D  A L L  WH O  S H O U L O  B E  S A V E D  F O R  H E  M E N T IO N S  

TH E  B E L I E V E R  A N D  E V E N  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  D O C T R IN E  P R E C L U D -  

E S  T H E  S A L V A T I O N  O F  AN  U N B E L I E V E R .  B U T  I N  TH I S  V E R S E ,  

TH E  L O R D ' S  S T A T E M E N T C O M P R E H E N D S  AL L  WH O  S H A L L  B E  S A V  

E D  A N D  M AK E S  N E C E S S AR Y ,  E S S E N T I A L ,  B AP T I S M  F O R  TH A T  

S AL V A T I O N  F O R  A L L  WH O M  TH E  L O R D  S A I D  H E R E  S H O U L D  B E  

S A VE D  A R E  TH E S E  WH O  B E L I E V E  AN D  A R E  B AP T I ZE D .  

TH E S E  WO R D S  AR E  T O O  P L A I N  AM D  TH E  M E A N I N G T O O  E V I  

D E N T  O N  TH E  F AC E  O F  TH E  S T A T E M E N T F O R  E V E N  T H E  M O S T  

U N L E AR N E D  T O  M IS U N D E R S T A N D .  TH E R E  N E V E R  C O U L D  H A V E  

B E E N  A N Y  M IS U N D E R S T A N D IN G AB O U T  TH I S  S C R IP T U R E  AM O N G  

TH E   G E N E R A L  P U B L I C  W I TH O U T  S O M E   E X P E R T H E L P     T O  S H O W
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TH E M  TH A T  T H E  L O R D  D I D  N O T  M E A N  J U S T  WH A T  H E  S A I D .  

IF  Y O U  WA N T  TO  K N O W WH O  WI L L  B E  S A V E D  W I L L  Y O U  N O T  

AC C E P T  T H E  WO R O S  O F  T H E  L O R D  H IM S E L F ?  H E  S A I D  " H E  

TH A T  B E L I E V E T H  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H AL L  B E  S A V E D . "  

TH A T  I S  A L L  I B E L I E V E  AB O U T TH E  R E L A T I O N  O F  TH E  B E  

L I E V E R  T O  B AP T I S M  AN D  S A L V A T IO N .  D O  Y O U R  B E L I E V E  

M O R E  O R  S O M E TH I N G D I F F E R E N T ?  Y O U  C AN  N O T AC C E P T  

TH E  WO R D S  O F  J E S U S  A N D  B E L I E V E  M O R E  O R  S O M E TH I N G  

D IF F E R E N T .  H I S  WO R D S  AR E  T R U E .  WH E N  O U R  L O R D  S A Y S  

" H E  TH A T B E L I E V E T H  A N D  IS  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D "  

W I L L  Y O U  S A Y ,  " Y E S ,  L O R D ,  A N D  T H E N  S O M E ? "  L E T M E  

P L E A D  W I T H  Y O U  N O T T O  B E  GU I L T Y  O F  T H U S  B IC K E R I N G-  

WL TH  TH E  L O R D .  

 

B U T D O  Y O U ,  D E AR  R E AD E R S ,  WI T H  M Y  O P P O N E N T ,  

S AY  TH A T  T H E  B IB L E  S AY S  TH E  B E L I E VE R  I S  S A VE D ?  Y E S ,  

AN D  I B E L I E V E  I T W I TH  A L L  M Y  H E AR T .  B U T WH E N  J  A S K  

WH I C H  B E L I E V E R  M Y  L O R D  S A Y S  TH E  B E L I E V E R  TH A T  I S  

B AP T I ZE D ,  " H E  T H A T B E L I E V E TH  A N D  IS  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  

B E  S A V E D . "  I  B E L I E V E  T H A T  TH A T  I S  TH E  B E L I E V E R  TH A T  

I S  S A V E D .  D O  Y O U  B E L I E VE  T H A T I T I S  T H A T  O N E  O R  

S O M E  O TH E R  O N E ?  TH E  L O R D  S AY S  I T I S  T H E  B E L I E V E R  -  

WH O  J S  B AP T I ZE D  AN D  Y O U  H A V E  O N L Y  TH E  W O R D  O F  M E N  

TH A T  I T  M J GH T B E  T H E  B E L I E V E R  WH O  IS  N O T  B AP T I ZE D .  

WH I C H  WI L L  Y O U  AC C E P T?  

 

I N  TH I S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  TH E  L O R D  WE  H A V E  T H E  D I V -  

I N E  O R D E R  IN  WH IC H  F A I T H ,  B AP T I S M  A N O  S A L V A T IO N  AR E  

R E L A T E O .  J E S U S  S A I D ,  " H E  TH A T  B E L I E V E T H  AN D  I S  B AP  

T I ZE O  S H A L L  B E  S A V E O . "  T H E  O R D E R  I S :  F IR S T ,  B E -  

L I E V E ?  S E C O N D ,  B E  B AP T I ZE D , *  TH I R D ,  B E  S A VE D .  AN D  

WE  H A V E  AL R E AD Y  S H O WN  TH A T  IN  T H E  S I X  S C R IP T U R E S  -  

WH E R E  B AP T I S M  AN D  S A L V A T I O N  AR E  M E N T I O N E D  TO G E TH E R  

TH A T  T H E Y  A L W A Y S  AP P E AR  I N  TH E  S AM E  O R D E R ,  B AP T I S M  

W I T H  S A L V A T IO N  F O L L O W I N G.  N O T  O N L Y  D O  T H E Y  AP P E A R  

I N  TH I S  O R D E R  B U T 1 N  E AC H  IN S T A N C E  WO R D S  P L A I N L Y  

S E T F O R T H  A S  L E A D I N G TO  S AL V A T I O N .  " B AP T I S M  F O R  

TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S , "  " B E  B AP T I Z E D  A N D  W A S H  A WA Y  

TH Y  S I N S , "   A N D  " B AP T I S M  D O TH   .    .   S A V E "   AL L  A GR E E
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P E R F E C T L Y  W I TH  " H E  T H A T  S E L 1  E V E TH  A N D    I S  B AP T1  ZE D  S H A L L  

B E  S A V E D . "   TH O U GH  M Y  O P P O N E N T AL WA Y S  M A K E S  TH E  O R D E R :  

B E L I E V E ,    B E  S A V E D ,    A N D  T H E N  B E  B AP T I ZE D   I T  I S  N E V E R  

F O U N D   I N  T H I S  O R D E R   I N  T H E  WO R D  O F  GO D .   F R IE N D S    I  B E -  

L I E V E  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  P U T  I T E X AC T L Y  R I GH T ,    D O N ' T Y O U ?  

O R  WO N ' T   Y O U  H E N C E F O R T H ?  

F R O M  TH IS  S T A T E M E N T O F  T H E  L O R D ,  " H E  T H A T  B E L 1 E V  

E TH  AN D  IS  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D "  WE  E AS I L Y  L E AR N  

TH A T  O N E  WH O  I S  B AP T I ZE D  A C C O R D I N G T O  TH E  T E AC H I N G O F  

TH E  M AS T E R  H A S  TH E  P R O M IS E  F R O M  TH E  L O R D  H IM S E L F  T H A T  

H E  " S H AL L  B E  S A V E D . "  IF  TH E  B E L I E V E R  WH O  H AS  R E P E N T E D  

O F  H I S  S I N S  WI L L  B E  B AP T I ZE D  T H E  L O R D  W I L L  S A V E  H IM  

F R O M  H IS  S I N S .  TH A T I S  M Y  P R O P O S I T IO N  E X AC T L Y  AN D  I T  

I S  AB U N D AN T L Y  P R O VE D  B Y  TH I S  VE R Y  P AS S A G E .  H O WE V E R , M Y  

O P P O N E N T ,  WH I L E  D E N Y I N G TH I S  P R O P O S I T I O N  C L A IM S  TO  B E  

L I E V E  M AR K  1 6 : 16  AN D  TH A T  H IS  T E A C H IN G  WI L L  IN C L U D E  

TH E  T R U T H  O F  " H E  TH A T  B E L I E V E TH  A N D  I S  B AP T I Z E D  S H A L L  

B E  S A V E D . "  8 U T H I S  D E N I A L  O F  T H E  P R O P O S I T I O N  AN D  F A1 TH  

I N  M AR K  1 6 : 1 6  C AN  N O T E X I S T A T  T H E  S AM E  T IM E  A N D  1  

W I L L  S H O W TH A T H I S  C O N T E N T IO N  IS  TH E  V E R Y  O P P O S I T E  O F  

TH I S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  L O R D .  

TH E  B E L I E F  A N D  T E AC H I N G O F  M Y  O P P O N E N T A N D  H IS  

V E R Y  C O N T E N T IO N  I N  D E N Y I N G T H I S  P R O P O S I T I O N  I S :  " H E  

TH A T  I S  B AP T I ZE D  AC C O R D I N G T O  TH E  T E A C H I N G S  O F  J E S U S  

C H R IS T H A D  B E E N  S A V E D . "  IF  H E  D I D  N O T  B E L I E VE  TH A T  

TH O S E  WH O  C O M E  TO  H IM  F O R  B AP T I S M  H AD  B E E N  S A V E D  H E  

H E  WO U L D  N O T  B AP T I ZE  TH E M .  T H E  T E R M  " H A V E  B E E N  S A V E D "  

I S  T H E  V E R Y  O P P O S ) T  O F  " S H AL L  B E  S A V E D . "  

N O T T C E  TH E  D I F F E R E N C E :  

B AP T I S T  D O C T R IN E S   " TH E  B AP T I ZE D  H AD  B E E N  S A V E D . "  

J E S U S  C H R I S T :  " B AP T I Z E D  S H AL L  B E  S A V E D . "  

H E R E  TH E   L O R D   P L AC E D  B AP T I S M  B E T WE E N  B E L I E V I N G  

AN D  S A L V A T I O N ,    P R E D IC A T I N G S A L V A T I O N  U P O N  TH E  B E L 1 E V —
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E R ' S  B E I N G B AP T I Z E D .  B U T TH E  P O S I T I O N  O F  M Y  O P P O N — 

E N T I N  T H IS  D I S C U S S IO N ,  AN D  R E A L L Y  I N  AL L  H I S  T E AC H -  

I N G,  I S  S O  F A R  D IF F E R E N T  F R O M  TH A T  O T  T H E  L O R D  A S  

TO  B E  R A T H E R  R I D I C U L O U S  WH E N  I T  I S  N O T I C E D  TH A T  H E  

P R E D I C A T E S  B AP T I S M  U P O N  S A L V A T I O N ,  M AK IN G I T N E C E S -  

S AR Y  T O  B E  S A V E D  IF  Y O U  WA N T  TO  B E  B AP T I ZE D .  I F  TH E  

L O R D  H AD  E V E R  T H U S  P L A C E D  TH E  T WO  E V E N  TH A T  S H O U L D  

H A V E  B E E N  R E A D I L Y  AC C E P T E D  B U T S I N C E  E V E R Y  T I M E  

TH E Y  AR E  M E N T I O N E D  TO G E TH E R  I T I S  B AP T I S M  AN D  TH E N  

S AL V A T I O N  WH Y  S H O U L D N ' T  E V E R Y O N E  B E  R E A D Y  TO  A C C E P T  

I T  TH A T  W A Y  IF  H E  P R O P O S E S  TO  A C C E P T TH E  L O R D  AN D  

H I S  T E A C H IN G  A T  A L L ?  

IF  TH E  O P P O S I T I O N  O E S I R E S  TO  T A C K L E  TH I S  P AR -  

T I C U L A R  P AS S A G E  O F  S C R I P T U R E  I T  WO U L D  B E  WE L L  F O R  

H IM  TO  C O N S I D E R  I T  I N  I T S  S IM P L E S T  F O R M ,  TH E  C O N -  

S TR U C T I O N  O F  TH E  S T A T E M E N T ,  " H E  TH A T B E L I E V E TH  AN D  

I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . *  I T S  C O N S T R U C T I O N  I S  

S O  S IM P L E  TH A T A C C O R D I N G TO  TH E  C O M M O N  K N O WL E D G E  O F -  

TH E  U S E  O F  TH E  E N GL I S H  L A N GU A G E ,  AS  U S E D  I N  E V E R Y —  

O AY  AF F A I R S ,  AN Y O N E  C A N  U N D E R S T A N D  I T S  M E AN I N G ,  TH E  

S E N T E N C E  IS  A C O M P L E S  D E C L AR A T I V E  O N E  WI TH  T H E  P R I N -  

C IP A L  P R O P O S I T I O N ,  " H E  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . "  M O D IF Y I N G—  

TH E  S U B J E C T  O F  TH E  P R I N C I P AL  P R O P O S I T I O N  IS  T H E  S U B  

O R D IN A T E  C L AU S E  W I T H  A C O M P O U N D  P R E D I C A T E  " T H A T  B E -  

L I E V E TH  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D . "  B E T WE E N  TH E  V E R B S  O F  TH I S  

C O M P O U N D  P R E D IC A T E  I S  TH E  L I T T L E  WO R D  " AN D , "  A C O N -  

N E C T I V E  S U C H  A S  TH E  AU TH O R I T I E S  S A Y  A R E  " U S E D  TO  

C O N N E C T  WO R D S ,  P H R A S E S  O R  S E N T E N C E S  O F  E QU A L  R A N K  

AN D  O R D E R . "  TH E  L O R D  S A I D  TH E N ,  " H E  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D "  

B U T  H E  S A I D  A L S O  WH I C H  " H E "  S H AL L  B E  S A V E D .  H E  S A I D  

TH E  " H E "  " T H A T  B E L I E V E TH  AN D  IS  B AP T I Z E D . "  H E  D I D  

N O T S AY  T H E   " H E "   WH O  J U S T  B E L I E V E S .   H E  D I D  N O Y  S AY  

TH E  " H E "  WH O  IS  J U S T  B AP T I ZE D .  B U T H E  S A I D  TH E  " H E  

TH A T  B E L I E V E TH  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D .  TO  

P U T I T  I N  S IM P L E  D I A G R AM  F O R M ,  WH I C H  M AN Y  C AN  R E AD J  

L Y  AP P R E C I A T E ,  H A V I N G S T U D I E D  S U C H  I N  F O R M E R  Y E A R S ,  

AN D  WI T H  WH IC H  I C H A L L E N G E  TH E  A T T E N T I O N  O F  TH E  O P -  

P O S I T I O N  AN D  AN Y  WH O M  H E  M IGH T  B E  A8 L E  TO  E N L IS T  —  

F R O M  AM O N G T H E  AB L E S T ,   WE  H A V E  T H E  F O L L O W I N G :  



 

D I A G R A M  O F M A R K  1 6 : 1 6

S H A L L  B E  S A V E D .  

8 E L I E V E T

T H A

T H A T  D I A G R A M  B E I N G  R I G H T ,  W O R D S  O F  T H E  E N G L I S H  

L A N G U A G E  H A V I N G  A N Y  C E R T A I N  M E A N I N G  A N D  J E S U S  C H R I S T  

T H E  S O N  O F  G O D  K N O W I N G  W H A T  H E  W A S  T A L K I N G  A B O U T  M Y  

P R O P O S I T I O N  I S  A B U N D A N T L Y  P R O V E D .  A N D  U N L E S S  M Y  O P P O N  

E N T  C A N  S H O W  T H A T  J E S U S  D I D  N O T  K N O W  W H A T  H E  W A S  T A L K  

I N G  A B O U T ,  T H A T  H E  D I D N ' T  M E A N  W H A T  T H E S E  W O R D S  S A Y  

O R  T H A T  T H E  D I A G R A M  I S  W R O N G  T H E  P R O P O S I T I O N  S T A N D S  -  

A S  P R O V E D  I N  T H I S  D I S C U S S I O N .  M E N  H A V E  G A R B L E S  T H E S E  

W O R D S  O F  T H E  L O R D  F O R  A G E S  A N D  H A V E  B L I N D E D  T H E  M I N D S  

O F  M A N Y  F O R  A  L O N G  T I M E  W I T H  S U C H  A S ,  " | F  T H A T  I S  

W H A T  T H E  L O R D  M E A N T  T H E N  W H A T  A B O U T  T H I S  A N D  T H A T , E T C  

E T C . "  B U T  A N Y T H I N G  T H A T  M A Y  B E  S A I D  A B O U T  T H E M  O R  A L L  

T H E  Q U I B B L I N G  T H A T  M A Y  B E  D O N E  O N  T H E M  C H A N G E  T H E -  

M E A N I N G  N O T  O N E  W H I T  A N D  T H E R E  I S  N O  " I F  T H A T  I S  W H A T  

T H E  L O R D  M E A N T "  A B O U T  I T .  T H A T  I S  W H A T  H E  S A I D .  T H A T  

I S  E X A C T L Y  W H A T  H E  M E A N T .  A N D  T H A T  I S  T H E  O N L Y  T R U T H  

A B O U T   T H E  M A T T E R .  

W H A T   D O   Y O U ,    D E A R   R E A D E R ,    L E A R N   F R O M  M A R K  1 6 : 1 6 ?

L E T  M E   S O L E M N L Y   C H A L L E N G E   Y O U R  H O N E S T   C O N S I D E R A T I O N

-  

W I T H  T H E S E   W O R D S :     I F  F R O M   M A R K  1 6 : 1 6   Y O U   L E A R N  T H A T  

A  
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P E R S O N  M U S T  B E L I E V E  TO  B E  S A V E D  Y O U  C A N  N O T H E L P  

L E A R N I N G TH A T H E  AL S O  M U S T B E  B AP T I ZE S  T O  B E  S A V E D ,  

IF  I T  T E A C H E S  E I T H E R  I T  T E A C H E S  B O TH .  

 

P A S S I N G N O W TO  O T H E R  P AS S A G E S  F O R  S P E C I A L  C O N -  

S ID E R A T I O N  WE  W A N T Y O U  TO  S T I L L  K E E P  TH E S E  IN  M I N D ,  

F O R  TH O S E  WH I C H  WE  S H AL L  S TU D Y  N O W C AM E  A S  D I R E C T  

R E S U L T  O F  TH E S E  O F  M A T T : 2 8 : I8  F F . ,  M K .  1 6 : 1 5  F F  AN D  

A L S O  L U K E  2 4 : 4 6 - 4 9  WH E R E  H E  TO L D  TH F M  T H A T  WE R E  TO  

P R E AC H  " R E P E N T A N C E  A N D  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S "  IN  H I S  

N AM E  B E G I N N I N G A T  J E R U S A L E M  AF T E R  T H E Y  WE R E  E N D U E D  

W I T H  P O WE R  B Y  TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T .  

I T  I S  TO  TH E  T IM E  WH E N  TH E S E  WH O  R E C E I V E D  TH E S E  

I N S T R U C T IO N S  F R O M  TH E  L O R D  B E G AN  TO  C A R R Y  TH E M  O U T  

TH A T  WE  D I R E C T  Y O U R  A T T E N T I O N  N O W.  AF T E R  TH E  G A V E  

TH I S  GR E A T  C O M M IS S I O N  T O  H I S  A P O S T L E S  H E  WE N T  B A C K  

TO  T H E  R I GH T  H AN D  O F  TH E  F A T H E R  O N  H I G H .  J U S T T E N  

D A Y S  L A T E R ,  AC C O R D I N G TO  H I S  P R O M IS E ,  H E  S E N T  TH E  

H O L Y  S P I R I T  U P O N  TH E  AP O S T L E S "  AN D  TH E Y  WE R E  A L L  

F I L L E D  WI T H  TH E  H O L Y  S P IR I T  A N D  B E G AN  T O  S P E AK  WJ TH  

O TH E R  T O N GU E S ,  A S  T H E  S P IR I T  G A V E  TH E M  U T T E R A N C E " . .  

.  .  .  .  " P E T E R  S T A N D I N G U P  W I T H  TH E  E L E V E N ,  L I F T E D  U P  

H I S  VO I C E ,  AN D  S P AK E  F O R TH  U N T O  TH E M . "  AC T S  2 : 4 , 1 4 ,  

N O W,  F U R T H E R I N G O U R  D I S C U S S I O N ,  WE  WA N T  T O  K N O W H O W 

TH E S E  WH O  H E AR D  T H E  I N S TR U C T I O N S  WH IC H  TH E  L O R D  

G A V E  A N D  WH O  N O W H A V E  TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  P O U R E D  O U T U P  

O N  TH E M ,  U N D E R S TO O D  WH A T  TH E  L O R D  H AD  T O L D  TH E M  AN D  

TH E  P R O P O S I T I O N  WH I C H  WE  A R E  S T U D Y IN G N O W F O L L O W I N G  

TH E  I N S P I R E D  R E C O R D  WE  N O T E  J  S P E AK IN G " A S  TH E  S P IR -  

I T  G A V E  T H E M  U T T E R AN C E "  T H E Y  P R E AC H E D  J E S U S  C H R I S T  

TO  T H E  M U L T I T U D E S ,  V S .  2 2 - 3 6 .  " N O W WH E N  TH E Y  H E AR D  

TH I S ,  TH E Y  WE R E  P R I C K E D  IN  TH E I R  H E A R T , "  V E R . 3 7 .  A T  

TH I S  P O IN T  WE  H A V E  T H O S E  WH O  F U L F I L L  A T  L E AS T  O N E  

O F  TH E  R E Q U IR E M E N T S  O F  O U R  P R O P O S I T I O N , *  TH E Y  A R E « B E  

L I E V E R S . "  B U T T H E S E  " B E L I E V E R S "  H A VE  A  Q U E S T I O N ,  O N  

TH E I R  M IN D S  A N D  O N  T H E I R  L IP S ,  WH IC H  T H E Y  P R O P O U N D -  

" U N TO  P E T E R  A N D  TH E  R E S T O F  T H E  AP O S T L E S . "  TH E Y  A S K  

" WH A T S H AL L  WE  D O ? "  V E R .  3 7 .  L O R D ,  WH A T  WO U L O  Y O U  

S AY  TO  T H E M ?  TH E  L O R D  H AS  A L R E AD Y  S A I D ,  " H E  TH A T  B E
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L I E V E TH  AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . "  P E T E R ,  T E L L  U S  

WH A T  Y O U  WO U L D  S AY  T O  TH E M  IN  C A R R Y I N G O U T TH E  L O R D S  

I N S T R U C T IO N ' S  A N D  AS  Y O U  S P E AK  " AS  TH E  S P IR I T  G I V E S "  

Y O U  U T T E R A N C E ?  P E T E R  S A Y S ,  " R E P E N T  AN D  B E  B AP T I Z E D  E -  

V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U  I N  T H E  N AM E  O F  J E S U S  C H R IS T  F O R  T H E  

R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S ,  AN D  Y E  S H AL L  R E C E I V E  TH E  G I F T O F  

TH E   H O L Y  GH O S T . "  

 

H E R E  A G A I N  WE  H A V E  T H E  T E R M S  O F  O U R  P R O P O S I T I O N  

S O  C L E A R L Y  S E T F O R TH  T H A T P E O P L E  H A V E  TO  H A V E  H E L P  TO  

M I S U N D E R S T A N D .  WE  H A V E  TH E  B E L I E V E R  WH O  1 S  C O M M A N D E D - *  

TO  R E P E N T ,  TH A T WO U L D  M AK E  A " P E N I T E N T  B E L I E VE R ,  TH E  

V E R Y  O N E  O F  O U R  P R O P O S I T I O N .  TH E N  TH E R E  IS  B AP T I S M  &  

TH E " R E M 1 S S I  O N  O F  S IN S , "  S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  P A S T  O R  A L I E N  

S IN S . "  B U T A S  T H E  H O L Y  S P IR I T  G A V E  I T  T O  TH E S E  B E L  I E V  

E R S  WH O  ' WO U L D  R E P E N T ,  I T WA S  B AP T I S M  F IR S T AN D  TH E N  -  

" R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S . "  D O  Y O U  R E C A L L  TH A T  TH I S  I S  TH E  

S AM E  O R D E R  I N  WH I C H  TH E S E  H A V E  B E E N  F O U N D  P N  TH E  O TH -  

E R  P AS S A G E S  WH E R E  M E N T I O N E D  TO GE T H E R ?  T WI C E  I T  WA S  

J O H N ' S  " B AP T I S M  .  .  .  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S ' . '  F R O M  

J E S U S  WE  H A VE  B E L I E V E ,  B E  B AP T I ZE D ,  B E  S A V E D .  A N D  N O W  

B Y  TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  TH R O U GH  P E T E R  I T  I S  B AP T I S M  AN D  

TH E N   T H E   R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S .  

L E T U S  AS K  A G A I N ,  P E T E R ,  WH A T  S H A L L  TH E S E  B E L I E V  

E R S  D O ?  " R E P E N T . "  F O R  WH A T ?  " F O R  TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  

S IN S . "  I S  TH A T A L L ? " R E P E N T AN D  B E  B AP T1 Z E D . " F O R  WH A T ?  

"  F O R  TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S . "  WH A T  S H AL L  TH E Y  D O  " F O R  

TH E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S ? "  TH E  H O L Y  S P IR I T  T H R O U GH  P E T E R  

S AY S ,    " R E P E N T  A N D   B E  B AP T I Z E D . "  

N O W F R I E N D S ,  TH E R E  WE  H A V E  TH E  D I V I N E  WO R D S  F R O M  

H E A V E N  S E N T T E L L I N G WH A T B E L I E V E R S   AR E   T O   D O  F O R  TH E

R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S .  S I N C E  TH E  D A Y  TH A T  TH E S E  WO R D S  

WE R E  U T T E R E D  B Y  T H E  H O L Y  M E N  O F  GO D  I T  H AS  B E E N  T H A T  

B E L I E V E R S  M U S T  R E P E N T  A N D  B E  B AP T I Z E D  F O R  TH E  R E M I S -  

S IO N  O F  S IN S .  IF  TH I S  TH E Y  F A I L  TO  D O  TH E R E  I S  N O  R E -

M I S S IO N  P R O M IS E D  TH E M  IN  A L L  O F  GO D ' S  WO R D .  I S  I T  N E C -

C E S S AR Y  O R  A R E  T H E S E  J U S T I D L E  WO R D S  A S  F AR  A S  R E M IS -

S IO N  O F  S I N S  I S  C O N C E R N E D ?  I S  I T  I N  TH E  P R O P E R  O R D E R ,
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B E L I E V E ,  R E P E N T ,  B E  B AP T I ZE D  AN D  TH E N  T H E  R E M IS S IO N  

O F  S IN S  O R  D I D  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  M AK E  A  M L  S T AK E  I N  

TH E  O R D E R  H E R E  A N D  E V E R Y WH E R E  E L S E  B AP T I S M  AN D  R E -  

M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S  AR E  M E N T I O N E D  TO G E TH E R ?  I B E L I E V E ,  

F R IE N D S ,  TH A T  T H E S E  S T A T E M E N T S  H A V E  S E T  TH E  M A T T E R  

E X AC T L Y  R I GH T A N D  A G A I N  I P L E AD  WJ TH  Y O U  TO  AC C E P T  

TH E M  A S   TH E Y  AR E   TH U S    G I V E N  B Y  I N S P I R A T I O N .  

 

AN D  A G A I N  I AP P E AL  TO  TH E  H O N  E S T C O N S I D E R A T I O N  

O F  O U R  R E AD E R S .  D O  Y O U  L E AR N  F R O M  AC T S  2 : 3 8  TH A T  

O N E  M U S T  R E P E N T F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S ?  TH E N  Y O U  

C A N  N O T H E L P  L E A R N I N G A L S O  TH A T I N  TH E  S AM E  WA Y  O N E  

M U S T B E  B AP T I ZE D  F O R  T H E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S .  D C  N O T  

AC C E P T  O N L Y  A   P A R T  AN D   R E J E C T   T H E   R E S T ,    D E A R  F R I E N D ,  

O U T 0 0  Y O U  A S  AN  O R D I N AR Y  S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  B IB L E  

F E E L  TH A T  A F T E R  H A V I N G H E AR D  T H E  Q U IB B L 1 N GS  O F  M E N  

O N  TH A T  L I T T L E  WO R D  " F O R "  O F  AC T S  2 : 3 8  Y O U  WO U L D  N O T  

B E  QU A L I F I E D  TO  S AY  J U S T  WH A T  I T  M E AN S ?  IF  S O  L E T  

M E  U R G E  Y O U  TO  C AS T  A S ID E  A L L  D O U B T S  A N D  F E A R S  A N D  

AC C E P T T H E  S IM P L E  N E W T E S T AM E N T  S T A T E M E N T J U S T  AS  

Y O U  R E A D  I T  A N D  AS  TH E  QU IB B L E R S  C A N  N O T  E V A D E  I T .  

Y O U  C AN  U N D E R S T A N D  ( E V E N  TH O S E  WH O  WO U L D  E V A D E  T H E  

T R U T H  C AN ) :  H  R E P E N T  .  .  .  F O R  T H E  R E M IS S I O N  C F  S IN S , "  

TH E R E  I S  AB S O L U T E L Y  N O  QU E S T I O N  AB O U T T H A T . Y O U  K N O W 

TH A T  I T  I S  R E P E N T  O R  H A V E  N O  R E M IS S IO N .  B U T TH E  L I T  

T L E  WO R D  " F O R "  I S  S T I L L  T H E R E  J U S T  L IK E  TH E  H O L Y  

S P IR I T  G A V E  I T .  " F O R "  D O E S N ' T  S E E M  TO  B E  TH E  T R O U B -  

L E  TH E N ,  D O E S  I T?  B U T N O W P U T A L L  TH A T T H E  H O L Y  

S P IR I T  S A I D  T H E R E :  " R E P E N T A N D  B E  B AP T I Z E D  F O R  TH E  

R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S . "  I S  TH E R E  AN Y  T R O U B L E  IN  U N D E R -  

S T AN D IN G I T  N O W?  IF  S O  1  AM  AF R A I D  TH E  WO R D  " F O R "  

I S  N O T TO  B L AM E .  TH E  " B E  B AP T I ZE D "  IS  TH E  O N L Y  TR O U -  

B L E   W I T H   TH O S E   WH O  WO N ' T  U N D E R S T A N D  I T .  

H A V I N G  H A D   A S   WI T N E S S E S    J O H N  TH E    IM M E R S E R ,  

J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  T H E  H O L Y  S P IR I T G I V I N G U T T E R A N C E  TH R T F  

F - ' E T E R  WE  O I R E C T  Y O U R  A T T E N T I O N  N O W  TO   W H A T A N O TH E R -  

GR E A T  AP O S T L E  O F  TH E   L O R D  H E A R D ,    L E AR N E D  A N D  AC C E P T  

E D  AB O U T  TH E  M A T T E R  A N D   E V E N   AS   H E   H IM S E L F   G A V E  T H E
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R E C O R D ,  I  S P E AK ,  O F  C O U R S E  O F  T H E  AP O S T L E  P AU L .  WH I L E  

P AU L  WA S  E N G A GE D  IN  P E R S E C U T I N G,  L AY I N G W A S T E  AN D  M AK - 

I N G H A V O C  O F  TH E  C H U R C H  H E  WA S  B R O U GH T T O  TH E  R E A L 1 ZA  

T I  O N  TH A T  H E  WA S  F I GH T I N G A G A I N S T A  R E S U R R E C T E D  AN D  

L I V I N G C H R I S T B Y  TH E  AP P E AR AN C E  O F  TH E  L O R D  TO  H IM  O N  

TH E  R O A D  TO  D AM A S C U S  AS  R E C O R D E D  3 Y  L U K E  IN  A C T S  9 .  

TH E R E ,  R E C O GN I Z I N G C H R IS T A S  H IS  L O R D  I N  F U L L  AS S U R -  

AN C E  O F  F A I T H  C AS T I N G H I S  AL L  U P O N  H IM  AN D  H U M B L Y  S U B  

M I T T I N G T O  H IM  H E  AS K E D ,  " L O R D ,  WH A T  WI L T  TH O U  H A V E  

M E  TO  D O ?  AN D  T H E  L O R D  S A I D  U N T O  H IM ,  AR I S E ,  AN D  GO  

I N TO  TH E  C I T Y ,  A N D  I T  S H A L L  B E  T O L D  TH E E  WH A T  T H O U  

M U S T D O . "  AC T S  9 : 6 .  L U K E  D O E S  N O T R E C O R D  H E R E ,  H O WE V-  

E R ,  WH A T  WA S  T O L D  H IM  TH A T H E  " M U S T D O , "  TH O U GH  H E  

T E L L S  WH A T  H E  D I D  IN  A C T S  9 : 1 8 .  S O  WE  T U R N  TO  TH E  R E -  

C O R D  TH A T  P AU L  H IM S E L F  G I V E S  TO  L E A R N  W H A T  WA S  T O L D  

H IM  H E  " M U S T  D O "  A N O  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  I T .  I N  AC T S  2 2 : 1 6  

H E  T E L L S  TH E  TH I N G T H A T  WA S  TO L D  H IM  H E  " M U S T  D O . "  —  

" O N E  AN A N I A S "  H E  S A Y S  " C AM E  U N T O  M E  .  .  .  AN D  S A I D  U N  

TO  M E  .  .  .  .  AN D  N O W WH Y  T A R R I  E S T  TH O U ?  A R I S E  A N D  B E  

B AP T I ZE D ,  AN D  WA S H  A WA Y  TH Y  S IN S ,  C AL L I N G  O N  TH E  N AM E  

O F  TH E  L O R D . "  B O TH  AN A N I A S  AN D  P AU L  U N D E R S T O O D  TH A T  

TH O U GH  P AU L  WA S  A B E L I E V E R  I N  C H R I S T A N D  H AD  B E E N  A  

" P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R "  F O R  TH R E E  D AY S  TH E R E  WA S  S T I L L  

S O M E TH I N G TH A T H E  " M U S T  D O "  B E F O R E  H IS  S I N S  WO U L D  B E  

W A S H E D  A W A Y .  WH A T  I S  I T  H E  " M U S T  D O ? "  " AR I S E ,  AN D  B E  

B AP R I ZE D . "  B U T WH Y  " B E  B AP T I Z E D ? "  " A N D  W A S H  A WA Y  TH Y  

S IN S . "  WH E N  I S  TH E  B AP T I S M ?  AF T E R  H E  IS  A " P E N I T E N T  -  

B E L I E V E R . "  WH E N  AR E  H IS  S IN S  TO  B E  W A S H E D  A W A Y ?  AF T E R  

H E  IS  B AP T I ZE D .  I T  L O O K S  L IK E  TH E  S AM E  O R D E R  A S  IN  

E AC H ' O T H E R  I N S T A N C E  WH E N  . TH E Y  AR E  M E N T I O N E D  TO G E TH E R ;  

TO  T H E  " P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R "  F O R S T B AP T I S M ,  TH E N ,  S I N S  

W A S H E D  A W A Y ,  R E M I S S I O N ,  F O R G I V E N E S S ,  S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  

TH O S E  P AS T  A N D  AL I E N  S IN S .  

D ID  AN A N I A S  AS S U R E  P AU L  H I S  S I N S  H AD  S E E N  F O R G1 V-  

E N ?  H E  D I D  N O T .  

D ID  AN A N I A S   T E L L .  H J M  TO  WA S H  T H E M  A WA Y  " S Y M B O L IC -  

A L L Y ?  H E  D I D  N O T .  
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WO U L D  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N ,  O R  AN Y  O F  O U R  R E AD E R S , A D D  

TO  T H E  I N S P I R E D  R E C O R D  B Y  S A Y IN G E I T H E R  O F  TH E  A-  

B O VE .  I  H O P E  N O T .  B U T I  AM  AF R A I D  S O .  WE  S H AL L  S E E .  

L E T  U S  T U R N  O U R  A T T E N T I O N  A G A I N  T O  TH E  AP O S T L E  

P E T E R .  H E  WH O  H E A R D  F R O M  T H E  VE R Y  L IP S  O F  A R E S U R -  

R E C T E D  L O R D  TH E  C O M M IS S IO N ,  WH O  B Y  TH E  H O L Y  S & F 9 I. $ ?  

L E D  I N  T H E  B E G I N N I N G  O F  C A R R Y I N G I T  O U T ,  AF T E R  M A  N T  

Y E AR S  O F  F A I T H F U L  S E R V I C E  I N  F U L F I L L I N G  TH I S  C O M -  

M AN D  O F  T H E  L O R D  WR O T E  A  L E T T E R .  I N  TH I S  L E T T E R  H E  

R E C A L L E D  A  F I GU R E  F R O M  O L D  T E S T A M E N T H I  S TO R Y , A T Y P E  

WH I C H  F O R E S H AD O WE D  S O  F O R C E F U L L Y  T H E  TR U TH  WH I C H  H E  

B Y  TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  E X P R E S S E O  I N  T H E S E  WO R D S ;  " B AP T -  

I S M  D O TH  A L S O  N O W S A V E  U S . "  H E R E W I T H  IS  G I V E N  A  P E R  

F E C T  E X P L A N A T I O N  O F  TH E S E  WO R D S  J  " B AP T I S M  D O TH  A L S O  

N O W S A V E  U S . "  I S O M E H O W B E L I E V E  TH A T  P E T E R  M E AN T ; —  

" B AP T I S M  D O TH  A L S O  N O W S A V E  U S . "  

 

B E C AU S E  P E T E R  D I D  N O T S A Y  I T  I D O  N O T  B E L I E V E  

TH A T  P E T E R  M E A N T  TH A T  B AP T I S M  S A V E S  U S  S Y M B O L I  V A L L Y .  

IF  Y O U  B E L I E V E  TH I S  Y O U  B E L I E V E  WH A T  N E I T H E R  P E T E R  

N O R  AN Y  O TH E R  IN S P IR E D  T E AC H E R ,  H AS  E V E R  T A U GH T .  

 

B E C AU S E  P E T E R  D I D  N O T  S A Y  I T  1  0 0  N O T  B E L I E V E  

TH A T  B AP T I S M  I S  A F I G U R E  O F  O U R  S A L V A T I O N .  IF  Y O U  

B E L I E V E  T H I S  Y O U  B E L I E V E  WH A T  N O  I N S P I R E D  T E A C H E R  

T A U GH T .  

 

Y E S  H E  D O E S  S A Y  TH A T  B AP T I S M  I S  A  F I GU R E ,  A F T T  6  

U R E  O F  S O M E TH I N G TH A T H AP P E N E D  C E N T U R I E S  B E F O R E  B U T  

WH I L E  A F I GU R E  O F  TH A T WH IC H  WA S  T H E  S H AD O W I T  I S  

S T I L L ,  AS  P E T E R  S A Y S ,  T H E  B AP T I S M  TH A T  " D O TH  A L S O  

N O W S A V E  U S . "  

 

I  H A V E  H E A R D  S O M E " P O WE R F U L  E X P L AN A T I O N S "  O F  

TH I S  IN  WH J . C H  A  GR E A T  D E AL  O F  T I M E  AN D  A  G R E A T  N U M -  

B E R  O F  WO R D S  WE R E  T AK E N  TO  S A Y  " B AP T I S M    D O E S  N O T  

S A VE  U S "  B U T TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  AN D  T H E  A P O S TL E  P E T E R  

S T I L L  S AY , " B AP T I S M  D O TH  A L S O  N O W S A V E  U S . "  
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TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  T E L L S  U S  TH A T  " GR AC E  S A V E S , "  I  

B E L I E V E  I T .  M Y  O P P O N E N T  S AY S  H E  D O E S .  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  

T E L L S  U S  TH A T " F A I T H  S A V E S . "  I B E L I E V E  I T .  M Y  O P P O N -  

E N T S A Y S  H E  D O E S .  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  T E A C H E S  U S  TH A T  

" TH E  B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T  S A V E S . "  I  B E L I E V E  I T .  M Y  O P P O N -  

E N T S AY S  H E  D O E S .  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D  S A Y S ,  " B AP T I S M  . . .  

D O TH  .  .  .  S A V E  U S . "  I  B E L I E V E  TH A T .  B U T  M Y  O P P O N -  

E N T D O E S  N O T  B E L I E V E  TH A T A N D  H AS  S E T  H I M S E L F  T O  D E -  

N Y  TH A T  P L A I N  S T A T E M E N T   I N  T H I S  D I S C U S S IO N .  

!  A S K  Y O U ,  D E A R  R E AD E R S ,  T O  A C C E P T  O N L Y  W H A T  T H E  

" GO S P E L  O F  C H R I S T "  T E A C H E S .  I T  I S  TH E  P O WE R  O F  GO D  

U N TO  S A L V A T I O N . "  B Y  I T ,  AC C O R D I N G TO  I T S  T E AC H I N G —  

Y O U  C AN  B E  S A V E D .  O N L Y  B Y  I T  IS  T H E R E  A N Y  H O P E  F O R  

Y O U R  S A L V A T I O N .  

 

B Y  WAY  O F  R E V I E W A N D    F O R  S U M M AR Y   WE  H A V E   TH E  F O L  

L O WI N G  F O R   TH E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  TH E  O P P O S I T I O N :  

 

F R O M  TH E  F I R S T T IM E  T H A T  GO D  C O M M AN D E D  M E N  T O  B E  

B AP T I ZE D ,  J O H N  TH E  IM M E R S E R  T A U GH T " B AP T I S M  F O R  TH E  

R E M IS S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  

J E S U S  C H R I S T H IM S E L F  S T A T E D  WH O   " S H AL L  B E  S A V E O S  

H E  S A I D ,    " H E   TH A T  B E L 1 E V E T H  A N D    I S   B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  B E C  

S A VE D . "  

TH E  A P O S T L E   P E T E R  WA S  M O V E D  B Y  T H E  H O L Y  S P IR I T  

TO  S AY   TO   B E L I E V E R S ,    " R E P E N T  AN D   B E   B AP T I ZE D   F O R  TH E  

R E M 1 S S IO N  O F   S I N S . »  

 

P AU L  A   " P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R "    I N QU I R IN G A S   TO  WH A T  

H E   " M U S T  D O "    WA S   T O L D   T O   " AR I S E ,    A N D   B E   B AP T I ZE D  AN D  

W A S H  A WA Y  TH Y  S I N S ,    C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  N AM E  O F  T H E  L O R D S  

P E T E R ,    S T I L L  M O V E D  B Y  T H E  H O L Y  S P IR I T ,  WR O T E ,  

" B AP T I S M  D O TH  .   .   .  S A V E  U S . "  

 

I N  T H E S E  WE  H A V E  O N L Y  S C R IP T U R E S   T H A T  M E N T IO N  



B AP T I S M  A N D  S A L V A T I O N  O R  R E M I S S I O N  TO G E T H E R  AN D  E V  

E R Y  T IM E  I T  I S  TH E  S AM E  O R D E R ,  B AP T I S M  AN D  T H E N  

TH E  S A L V A T I O N .  T H E Y  M AK E  I T P L A I N  TH A T -  TH E  B AP T I S M  

I S  F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N .  IN  A L L  TH E S E  TH E  W O R D  O P  GO D  

T E A C H E S  TH A T  " B AP T I S M  TO  TH E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R  J S  

E S S E N T I A L  TO  H I S  S A L V A T I O N  F F L O M  P A S T O R  A L I E N  S I N S . "  

E VE N  M O R E  C AN  B E  F O U N O  WH IC H  T E A C H  T H E  S AM E  T H IN G ,  

B U T  WE  A WA I T  T H E  A N S WE R  O F   T H E  O P P O S I T I O N .  

 

I N   TH E  M E A N T I M E   WE   B E G  Y O U  TO   T AK E   T H E  WO R D  

O F   GO D   AN D   R E AD   T H E S E   AN D  A L L    I T S    T R U TH S    F O R  Y O U R -  

S E L F .    B E L I E V E   I T S   T E S T IM O N Y ,   O B E Y   I T S  C O M M AN D S  AN D  

E N J O Y    I T S  P R O M I S E S .  



R E P L Y  T O  M R .  N E A L ' S  AR T I C L E  - - - TO M  R E N F R O   1  

I T   I S   A   S E R I O U S    B L U N D E R   F O R  A  M A N  O N    TH E  WR O N G

S ID E  O F  D I V I N E   T R U TH   T O   C O M M I T  H IS    E R R O N E O U S  V I E WS  TO

WR I T I N G .  F O R  WH E N  H E  D O E S  T H E  F A L S I T Y  O F  H I S  P O S I T I O N  

I S    E AS I L Y   D E T E C T E D   A N D  E X P O S E D .  

I    WA N T    Y O U   TO    N O TE    P AR T I C U L A R L Y   M Y   O P P O N E N T ' S  C O N -

T E N T IO N .    TH E    S U B J E C T O F   TH E   P R E S E N T  D IS C U S S I O N  I S

" B AP T I S M  T O  TH E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R   I S  E S S E N T I A L  TO  H I S  

S AL V A T I O N  F R O M  P AS T  O R  A L I E N  S I N S . "  A N D   I N  H IS  E X P L A N -

I T O R Y   N O T E S   M R .   N E A L   S AY S ,    " B Y    ' I S '   I    M E AN  N O W U N T O

U S   O F   TH I S   D I S P E N S A T I O N ,    N O T   T H A T    I T    ( B AP T I S M )  WA S  

( E S S E N T I A L )  U N T O  TH O S E  O F  O TH E R  D I S P E N S A T I O N S ,  S U C H  

A S   AB R AH AM ,    M O S E S ,    D A V I D ,    E T C . "  

TH E N  IM M E D I A T E L Y  H E  GO E S  B AC K  TO  A  P R E V I O U S  D I S -  

P E N S A T IO N ,  A C C O R D I N G TO  H IS  O WN  D O C T R I N E ,  F O R  H I S  

F I R S T  P R O O F  T E X T S ,  M AR K  1 : 4 ;  L U K E  3 : 3  AN D  M AR K  1 6 : 1 6 .  

AC C O R D I N G TO  M R .  N E A L ' S  D O C T R IN E  E V E R Y TH I N G B E F O R E  

P E N T E C O S T B E L O N GS  TO  " O T H E R  D I S P E N S A T I O N S . "  Y E T WH E N  

H E  F IN D S  S O M E TH I N G P R I O R  T O  P E N T E C O S T  T H H T  S E E M S  TO  

F A VO R  H IS  P O S I T I O N  H E  D O E S  N O T  H E S I T A T E  TO  U S E  I T .  I N  

O N E  B R E A T H  H E  W I S H E S  I T  U N D E R S T O O D  TH A T  TH IS  D I S C U S -  

S IO N  I S  L IM I T E D  TO  " U S  O F  TH IS  D I S P E N S A T I O N , "  WH I C H  

D IS P E N S A T I O N ,  AC C O R D I N G T O  H IM ,  B E G AN  A T  P E N T E C O S T .  

AN D  IN  TH E  N E X T B R E A TH  H E  S E E K S  TO  P R O V E  H IS  P R O P O S I -  

T I O N  B Y  GO I N G B AC K  O F  P E N T E C O S T  TO  J O H N  TH E  B AP T I S T  

AN D  TH E  P E R S O N A L  M IN I S T R Y  O F  O U R  L O R D .  T H I S  I S  A F A I R  

S AM P L E  O F  TH E  M A N Y  I N C O N S I S T E N C I E S  T O  W H I C H  H IS  P O S I -  

T I O N  D R I V E S  H IM .  H E  B R O K E  H I S  O WN  R U L E ,  T H E  VE R Y  R U L E  

B Y  WH I C H  H E  S O U GH T  TO  P R E V E N T  M Y  GO I N G B AC K  O F  P E N T E -  

C O S T .  I N  D O I N G 3 0  H E  B R O K E  D O WN  H IS  O WN  W A L L  A N D  L E F T  

TH E  D O O R  O P E N .  S O  I TO O ,  S H AL L  GO  B AC K  OF  P E N T E C O S T  -  

AN D  WH E N  I D O  M R .  N E A L  W I L L  B E  S O R R Y  H E  D ID N ' T S T A Y  

O N   TH I S   S ID E   O F   P E N T E C O S T .  

TH R E E   O F    T H E    P R O O F   T E X T S    E M P L O Y E D    B Y  M Y  O P P O N E N T 

AR E  M AR K .  I: 4 ;  L U K E  3 : 3  AN O  AC T S  2 : 3 8 .  I N  AL L  T H R E E  

H I S  A R GU M E N T  T U R N S  O N  TH E  P R E P O S I T I O N  " F O R . "  

I N  T H E  G R E E K  L AN GU A G E  I N  WH I C H  O U R  N E W T E S T AM E N T  

W A S  WR I T T E N  TH I S  WO R D  " F O R "  I S  " E 1 S . "  I N  O U R  E N G L IS H
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T R AN S L A T I O N  I T  A P P E AR S  I N  S U C H  WO R D S  AS  " A T , "  " I N S  

" IN T O , "  " U N TO "  AM D  " F O R . "  T H AY E R ' S  GR E E K  L E X I C O N  —  

TH E  H I GH E S T  AU T H O R I T Y  I N  TH E  WO R L D  O N  TH E  M E A N I N G  

O F  GR E E K  WO R D S  S AY S  O F  TH I S  WO R D  " E I S , "  TH A T  " WH E N  

TH E  I D E A O F  R E L A T I O N  I S  P R E S E N T  I T  M E AN S  WI T H  R E F E R  

E N C E  TO . "  D A N A AM D  M A N T E Y ,  O TH E R  E M I N E N T  AU T H O R I T I -  

E S  O N  G R E E K ,  IN  TH E  IR  E X C E L L E N T T R E A T M E N T O F  GR E E K  

P R E P O S I T I O N S ,  G I V E  A S  O N E  O F  TH E  M E A N IN GS  O F  TH I S  

WO R D    " E I S , "    " B E C AU S E  O F . "  

TH I S  U S A G E  I S  F O U N D  I N  M A T .  3 : IF  WH E R E  WE  R E A D  

TH E  WO R D S  O F  J O H N  T H E  B AP T I S T ,  " I  I N D E E D  B AP T I ZE  

Y O U  WI T H  ( IN )  W A T E R  U N TO  R E P E N T A N C E . "  " U N TO , "  H E R E  

I S  F R O M  TH IS  GR E E K  WO R D  " E I S . "  I T I S  I N  TH E  S AM E  

K IN D  O F  C O N S T R U C T IO N  AS  I T  AP P E AR S  I N  M A R K  1 :4  L U K E  

3 : 3  AN D  AC T S  2 : 3 8 .  AR E  WE  TO  U N D E R S T A N D  TH A T  B AP T -  

I S M  AS  AD M IN I S T E R E D  B Y  J O H N  R E S U L T E D  IN  TH E  R E P E N T-  

AN C E  O F  TH O S E  WH O  WE R E  T H E  R E C IP I E N T S  O F  I T?  M O S T  

C E A T A I N L Y  N O T .  F O R  R E P E N T A N C E  I S  A WO R K  O F  TH E  H O L Y  

S P IR I T  " U N T O  L I F E , "  T H A T  I S ,  R E S U L T I N G  I N  L IF E . A C T S  

1 1 : 1 8  B AP T I S M  I S  N O T A  P R E R E QU I S I T E  O F  R E P E N T A N C E , -  

M U C H  L E S S  I T S  C A U S E .  T H U S  I T  W A S  T H E  R E P E N T A N C E  O F  

TH O S E  WH O  R E C E I V E D  J O H N ' S  M E S S A G E ,  WH IC H  R E P E N T A N C E  

W A S   TH E   C A U S E  O F   TH E I R   B E IN G  B AP T I ZE D .  

M Y  O P P O N E N T  A D M I T S  T H A T  R E P E N T A N C E  C O M E S  B E F O R E  

B AP T I S M .  TH E N  WH Y  D O E S  H E  C O N T E N D  T H A T  B AP T I S M  M U S T  

C O M E  B E F O R E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S IN S ,  WH E N  H E  M U S T B AS E  

TH A T  C O N T E N T IO N  O N  P AS S A GE S  WH E R E  TH I S  P R E P O S I T I O N ,  

" F O R "  IS  I N  E X A C T L Y  TH E  S AM E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  AS  I T  AP -  

P E AR S  I N  M A T .  3 : 1 1 ?  I T I S  E V I D E N T TH A T  IF  B AP T I S M  

I S  " IN  O R D E R  T O "  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S ,  TH E N  I T  I S  A L S O  

" IN   O R D E R    TO "  R E P E N T A N C E .  

I N  M A T .  1 2 : 4 1  WE  R E A D ,  " TH E  M E N  O F  N I N E V E H  .  .  .  .  

R E P E N T E D  A T T H E  P R E AC H I N G O F  J O N AS . "  TH E  WO R D  " A T "  

I N  TH I S  S T A T E M E N T  I S  F R O M  TH E  S AM E  GR E E K  " E I S , "  AP -  

P E AR I N G IN  M A R K  1 : 4 ;  L U K E  3 : 3  AN D  AC T S  2 : 3 8 .  A R E  

WE  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  TH E R E F O R E ,  T H A T  TH E  M E N  O F  N I N E V E H  

R E P E N T E D  " I N  O R D E R  TO "  TH E  P R E AC H I N G O F  J O N AS ?  C E R -  

T A I N L Y  N O T .  T H E I R  R E P E N T A N C E  WA S  N O T  TH E  C A U S E  O F  

J O N AH ' S  P R E AC H I N G.  H I S  P R E A C H IN G WA S  TH E  C A U S E  O F  

TH E I R   R E P E N T A N C E .    T H E Y   R E P E N T E D   B E C A U S E  O F  J O N AH ' S
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P R E AC H I N G.   

I N   R O M AN S   4 : 2 0   WE   R E AO   TH A T AB R A H AM  " S T A G G E R E D

N O T A T T H E  P R O M I S E S  O F  GO D . "  H E R E  A G A I N  TH E  WO R D  A T  

I S  F R O M  T H E  GR E E K  " E I S , "  T R AN S L A T E D  " F O R "  I N  M Y  O P -  

P O N E N T ' S  P R O O F  T E X T S .  AR E  WE  TO  U N D E R S T A N D  TH E R E F O R E  

J H A T AB R AH AM ' S  S T A G G E R I N G N O T W A S  IN  O R O E R  TO  TH E  

P R O M I S E S   O F   GO D ?  WI L L  M Y  O P P O N E N T   T AK E   TH A T  P O S I T I O N ?  

S U R E L Y  N O T .  AB R AH AM  D ID  N O T  S T A G G E R  B E C A U S E  O F  TH E  

P R O M I S E S  O F  GO D .  H IS  S T A G G E R I N G N O T  D I D  N O T R E S U L T  

I N  T H E  P R O M IS E S  O F  GO D .  I T  W A S  R A TH E R  T H E  P R O M I S E S  -  

O F  GO D  TH A T  R E S U L T E D  I N  H I S  N O T  S T A G G E R IN G.  Y E T  M Y  

O P P O N E N T I N S I S T S  TH A T T H I S  S AM E  P R E P O S I T I O N  AN D  I N  

TH E  S AM E  K I N D  O F  C O N S T R U C T I O N  IN  H I S  P R O O F  T E X T S  —  

M E AN S    " I N  O R D E R  TO . "  

I N  R O M AN S  6 : 3 - 4  B AP T I S M  I S  T E R M E D  A  B U R I A L ,  AN D  

U E  AR E  S A I D  TO  B E  B AP T I ZE D  O R  B U R I E D  W I TH  C H R I S T " I N -  

TO  D E A TH . "  TH E  P R E P O S I T I O N  " I N TO "  H E R E  I S  TH E  GR E E K  

" E I S , "  T R AN S  L A T E D " F O R "  I N  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  P R O O F  TE X T S .  

N O W S U B S T I T U T E  H I S  " I N  O R D E R  T O "  A N D  S E E  WH A T  Y O U  

H A V E  -  " B AP T I ZE D  ( B U R I E D )  I N  O R D E R  TO  D E A T H . "  T H E  

I D E A  IS  P R E P O S T E R O U S  -  B U R Y I N G P E O P L E  IN  O R D E R  T H A T  

TH E Y  M AY  D I E .  WE  J U S T  S IM P L Y  D O  N O T B U R R Y  P E O P L E  " I N  

O R D E R  T O "  K IL L  TH E M ,  B U T  B E C A U S E  TH E Y  AR E  A L R E AD Y  

D E AD .  S O  WE  B U R Y  P E R S O N S  I N  B AP T I S M ,  N O T TO  K I L L  

TH E M  TO  S IN ,  B U T B E C AU S E  TH E Y  AR E  AL R E AD Y  D E A D  TO  

S IN  A N D  F R E E D  F R O M  I T .  R O M .  6 : 2 , 7 , 8 ;  C O L .  2 : 2 0 ;  3 : 3 .  

I V E  B U R Y  TH E M  IN  B AP T I S M  B E C A U S E  TH E Y  AR E  D E AD  T O  S I N  

AN D  WE  R A I S E  T H E M  U P  O U T  O F  TH E  WA T E R Y  G R A V E  B E C AU S E  

TH E Y   A R E  A L I V E    T O    GO D ,    TO   R I GH T E O U S N E S S .    1    P E T .  2 : 2 4  

T AK E  M A T .  3 : 1 1  AN D  R O M .  € : 3  AL O N G  W I T H  M Y  O P P O N -  

E N T S  P R O O F  T E X T S ,  M K .  1 : 4 ;  L U K E  3 : 3  AN D  AC T S  2 : 3 8 . IN  

A L L  O F  TH E M  AP P E A R S  TH I S  GR E E K  P R E P O S I T I O N  " E I S . " AN D  

AD D  M A T .  1 2 : 4 1 ;  R O M .  4 : 2 0 .  TH E N  TR Y  O U T  H IS  I N T E R P R E  

T A T I O N  T H A T  " E I S , " -  " F O R , "  M E AN S  " I N  O R D E R  TO . "  H E R E  

1 S   H O W   1 T  WO R K S  O U T .  

M A T .  3 : 1 1  WO U L D  R E A D  " B AP T I ZE  I N  O R D E R  T O  R E P E N T  

AN C E . "  M AR K  1 : 4  WO U L D  R E A D  " B AP T I S M  . .  I N  O R D E R  TO  

TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S . "  L U K E  3 : 3  WO U L D  R E AD  TH E  S AM E  

W A Y .  S O  WO U L D  AC T S  2 : 3 8 .  T H E N  M A T .  1 2 : 4 1  WO U L D  R E AD ,  

" TH E  M E N  O F  N IN E V E H  .  .  .  R E P E N T E D  I N  O R D E R  T O  TH E  

P R E AC H I N G O F    J O N A S . "    R O M .    4 : 2 0  WO U L D   R E AD ,  " AB R A H AM -



S T A G G E R E D  N O T IN  O R D E R  TO  TH E  P R O M IS E S  O F  GO D . "  AN D  

R O M .  6 : 3  WO U L D  R E A D  " B U R I E D  W T T H  H IM  B Y  B AP T I S M  IN  

O R D E R   T O  D E A T H . "  

N O W A N Y B O D Y  C AN  S E E  TH A T  IF  B AP T I S M  P R O C U R E S  R E  

M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S ,  AS  M Y  O P P O N E N T  C O N T E N D S ,  TH E N  I T  

A L S O  P R O C U R E S  R E P E N T A N C E ,  AN D  I T  P R O C U R E S  D E A T H .  S O  

A L S O ,  TH E  R E P E N T A N C E  O F  TH E  M E N  O F  N IN E V E H  P R O C U R E D  

TH E  P R E A C H IN G O F  J O N AH ,  AN D  AB R A H AM ' S  F A I T H  P R O C U R -  

E D    T H E    P R O M IS E S   O F    GO D .  

B U T  M Y  O P P O N E N T  H AS  A L R E AD Y  A GB E E D  T H A T  R E P E N T -  

AN C E  P R E C E D E S  B AP T I S M .  T H A T  B E I N G T R U E ,  B AP T I S M  C A N  

N O T P R O C U R E  R E P E N T A N C E .  AN D  IF  I T D O E S  N O T P R O C U R E -  

R E P E N T A N C E   A N D   D E A T H   AL S O ,    N E I T H E R  D O E S    I T  P R O C U R E  

R E M IS S IO N   O F    S I N S .    B AP T I S M    N O   M O R E    P R O C U R E S  R E M J S   

S IO N  O F  S IN S  TH A N  TH E  R E P E N T A N C E  O F  TH E  M E N  O F  N IN E  

V E H  P R O C U R E D  J O N AH ' S  P R E A C H IN G ,  O R  AB R A H AM ' S  F A I TH  

P R O C U R E D    TH E    P R O M IS E S   O F  GO D .  

TH E  Q U E S T I O N  M I GH T   B E   R A I S E D ,    " WH Y  D C   WE  N O T  

H A V E   A    U N IF O R M   T R AN S L A T I O N  O F   TH A T   GR E E K  P R E P O S J   

T I O N ,  " E I S " ?  I  AN S WE R ,  T H E  I D E A  TH A T  B A P T IS M  S A V E S  

O R  H E L P S  S A V E  O R I G I N A T E D  WI T H  TH E  C A T H O L IC S .  H E N C E  

I N F AN T  B AP T I S M .  C H U R C H E S  TH A T  C AM E  O U T  O F  C A T H O L O —  

I C I S M  IN  TH E  R E F O R M A T I O N  D ID  N O T  L E A V E  A L L  TH E I R  C A  

TH O L I C I S M  B E H IN D  TH E M .  TH E Y  B R O U GH T  M AN Y  C A T H O L I C  I  

D E AS  O U T  W I T H  T H E M .  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  E N G L A N D  C AM E  O U T  

O F  C A TH C . ' L J  C I S M ,  AN D  I T S  L E AD E R S  R E T A I N E D  M AN Y  E R R O N  

E C U S  V I E WS .  B AP T I S M A L  S A L V A T IO N  WA S  O N E  O F  TH E M .  4 9  

C H U R C H  O F  E N G L AN D  S C H O L AR S ,  AP P O . I N T E D  B Y  K IN G 0 AM E S  

T R AN S L A T E D  O U R  AU T H O R I ZE D  B IB L E  I N  1 6 1 1 .  P R AC T I C A L -  

L Y  E V E R Y  T R AN S L A T I O N  S IN C E  T H A T  D AY  H A S  C O P IE D  T H E  

E AR L I E R  T R AN S L A T I O N .  H A D  TH E  C H U R C H  O F  E N G L AN D  S C H -  

O L AR S  T R AN S L A T E D  T H E  GR E E K  WO R D  " B AP T I ZO "  E VE R Y  

C H R IS T I A N  IN  T H E  WO R L D  WO U L D  H A V E  B E L I E VE D  IN  IM -  

M E R S IO N  A S  TH E  M O D E  O F  B AP T I S M ,  F O R  TH A T  WO R D  N E V E R  

M E AN T  AN Y T H I N G  E L S E .  B U T T O  C A R R Y  O VE R  TH E I R  V I E WS  

O N  TH E  M O D E  O F  B AP T I S M  TH E Y  R E F U S E D ,  3 Y  O N E  VO T E , TO  

T R AN S L A T E  TH E  WO R D  A T  A L L .  TH E Y  A L S O  M AD E  J O H N  S AY ,  

" I IN D E E D  B AP T I ZE  Y O U  WI T H  WA T E R "  WH E N  T H E  O B V IO U S -  

M E AN I N G  O F   TH E   G R E E K   P R E P O S I T I O N   T H E R E  WA S  " I N . "  

N O W  T H E S E   S AM E   C H U R C H  O F   E N GL A N D   S C H O L AR S ,  H O L »  



I N G,  AS  TH E Y  D I D ,  TH E  C A TH O L I C  V I E W A S  TO  T H E  P U R -  

P O R T O S  D E S I G N  O F  B AP T I S M  -  TH A T I T I S  E S S E N T I A L  TO  

S AL V A T I O N ,  T H E  V E R Y  P O S I T I O N  M Y  O P P O N E N T  T AK E S ,  F A V  

O R E O  TH A T  I D E A  B Y  A L O O S E  AN D  F R E E  T R AN S L A T I O N  O F  

P A S S A G E S  B E AR I N G O N  TH E  D E S I G N  O F  B AP T I S M ,  J U S T  A S  

TH E T  D I D  WI T H  P A S S A G E S  H A V I N G  TO  D O  W I T H  TH E  M O D E  O F  

TH E  O R D I N AN C E .  TH A T  IS  WH Y  WE  D O  N O T H A V E  A U N IF O R M -  

T R AN S L A T I O N  O F   TH E   GR E E K   P R E P O S I T I O N  " E I S . "  

M R .  M E A L  S A IO  S O M E TH I N G AB O U T  " TH E  QU IB B L 1 N G S  O F  

M E N  AB O U T  TH A T  L I T T L E  WO R D  ' F O R ' . "  I N  AN S WE R  I  R E P L Y  

TH A T  T H A T  " L I T T L E  WO R D  F O R "  IS  A M I GH T Y  B I G WO R D  I N  

TH I S  D I S C U S S I O N .    I T    I S  V I T A L .  

WH A T  D O E S  TH E  H I GH E S T  A U TH O R I T Y  IN  TH E  W O R L D  O N  

TH E  M E A N I N G O F  GR E E K  WO R D S  S AY  AB O U T  " E I S , "  T H E  

GR E E K  WO R D  F R O M  WH IC H  T H I S  WO R D  " F O R "  W A S  D E R 1 VE B  B Y  

O U R  T R AN S L A T O R S ?  H E R E  I S  WH A T  H E  S A Y S :  " I T  M E AN S  IN -  

TO  WH E N  T H E  I D E A  O F  P L AC E  I S  P R E S E N T ,  B U T WH E N  TH E  

I D E A  O F  R E L A T IO N  I S  I N  V I E W I T  M E A N S  " W I TH  R E F E R E N C E  

TO . "  D AN A  AN D  M A N T E Y  B O TH  S AY  TH A T  I T  " F R E QU E N T L Y  —  

M E AN S  B E C A U S E  O F . "  

P E T E R ' S  E X H O R T A T I O N  I N  AC T S  2 : 3 8  I S  T H E  S AM E  A S  

J O H N ' S  " B AP T I S M  O F  R E P E N T A N C E  F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  

S IN S "  IN  M AR K  1 : 4  AN D  L U K E  3 : 3 .  IN  A L L  TH E S E  C AS E S  

TH E " L D E A O F  R E L A T I O N  I S  P R E S E N T . "  T H E  M E AN I N G T H E R E -  

F O R E ,  I S  " B E C A U S E  O F , "  AN D  N O T " I N TO , "  O R  " IN  O R D E R  

TO . "  TH A T  T H IS  I S  C O R R E C T  IS  N O T  O N L Y  A T T E S T E D  B Y  

TH E  M O S T IM M IN E N T A U TH O R I T I E S ,  B U T A L S O  B Y  TH E  T E S T !  

M O N Y  O F  J O S E P H U S Y  T H E  G R E A T  H I S TO R I A N ,  C O N C E R N I N G —  

TH E  WO R K  O F  JO H N  TH E  B AP T I S T .  H E  S AY S  O F  J O H N ,  " WH O  

W A S  A GO O D  M A N ,  AN D  C O M M AN D E D  TH E  J E WS  TO  E X E R C I S E  -  

V I R T U E  B O TH  AS  T O  R I G H T E O U S N E S S  T O WA R D  O N E  AN O T H E R  &  

P I E T Y  T O WA R D  GO D ,  A N D  S O  TO  C O M E  TO  B AP T I S M ;  F O R  

TH A T  T H E  WA S H I N G WO U L D  B E  AC C E P T AB L E  T O  H IM  IF  TH E Y  

M AD E  U S E  O F  I T ,  N O T I N  O R D E R  TO  T H E  P U T T I N G A W A Y  O F  

S IN S   

 S U P P O S I N G  S T I L L  T H A T  TH E  S O U L  WA S  T H O R O U -  

GH L Y  P U R F F I E D  B E F O R E H AN D . "  TH I S  C O I N C I D E S  WI T H  J O H N S  

E X H O R T A T I O N ,  " B R I N G F O R TH  TH E R E F O R E  F R U I T S  M E E T F O R  

R E P E N T A N C E . "  M A T .  3 : 8 .  TH I S  S H O WS  C L E AR L Y  TH A T  J O H N  

D E M AN D E D  E V I D E N C E  O F  T H E  N E W L IF E  B E F O R E  H E  WO U L D  

B AP T I ZE  A N Y B O D Y .  



 

R E M E M B E R ,  M Y  O P P O N E N T  S A Y S ,  " I F ,  A S  I  C O N T E N D ,

B A P T I S M  I S  R E L A T E D  T O  S A L V A T I O N  A S  A  C O N D I T I O N ,  T H E N

T H E  B I B L E  O U G H T  TO P R E S E N T  T H E M  ( B A P T I S M  A N D  S A L V A -

T I O N )  P L A I N L Y  I N  T H A T  R E L A T I O N . "  H I S  W H O L E  A R G U M E N T

I S  B A S E D  O N  T H E  P R O P O S I T I O N  T H A T  " B A P T I S M  A N D  S A L V A -

T I O N  A R E  R E L A T E D .  .  .  .  .  T H A T  T H E Y  A R E  M E N T I O N E D  T O G E T H -

E R . "  T H E N  H E  S E E K S  O U T  T H O S E  P A S S A G E S  W H E R E  T H E  " I -

D E A  O F  R E L A T I O N  I S  P R E S E N T , "  P A S S A G E S  W H E R E  B A P T I S M

A N D  S A L V A T I O N  A R E  R E L A T E D  B Y  " T H A T  L I T T L E  W O R D  F O R . "

B U T  H E  D O E S N ' T  W A N T  T O  " Q U I B B L E  O V E R "  T H A T  W O R D .  H E

I S  N O  " Q U I B B L E R . "  B U T  T H A Y E R ,  T H E  H I G H E S T  A U T H O R I T Y  I N

T H E  W O R L D  O N  T H E  M E A N I N G  O F  G R E E K  W O R D S ,  I N  H I S

G R E E K  L E X I C O N ,  S A Y S  T H A T  " E I S , "  T R A N S L A T E D  " F O R "  I N

M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  P R O O F  T E X T S ,  " M E A N S  W I T H  R E F E R E N C E  T O

W H E N  T H E  I D E A  O F  R E L A T I O N  I S  P R E S E N T . "  N O  W O N D E R  M R .

N E A L  D O E S N ' T  W A N T  TO " Q U I B B L E  O V E R  T H A T  L I T T L E  W O R D

F O R . "  H E  B U I L T  H I S  W H O L E  A R G U M E N T  O N  T H I S  S A N D Y

F O U N D A T I O N .  N O W  B Y  T H E  H I G H E S T  S C H O L A R S H I P  I N  T H E

W O R L D  H I S  F O U N D A T I O N  I S  G O N E ,  A N D  H I S  A R G U M E N T  G O E S

W I T H  I T .  

O N  A C T S   2 : 3 8  M Y  O P P O N E N T   L A B O R S    L O N G   A N D  H A R D   

TO   P R O V E    I T ,    T H E N   A S S E R T S ,    " F O R  D O E S N ' T  S E E M    T O  B E

T H E   T R O U B L E , "    A N D   A G A I N ,   " I  A M  A F R A I D   T H E  W O R D  ' F O R '

I S   N O T  T O  B L A M E . "  

W E  S H A L L  S E E .  I N  T H E  O R I G I N A L  L A N G U A G E  O F  T H E  

N E W  T E S T A M E N T  A T  A C T S  2 : 3 8  T H E  W O R D  F O R  " R E P E N T "  I S  

I N  T H E  S E C O N D  P E R S O N ,  P L U R A L  N U M B E R ,  W H I L E  " B E  B A P T -  

IZ E D  I S  T H I R D  P E R S O N ,  S I N G U L A R  N U M B E R .  E V E R Y  P E R S O N  

W H O  K N O W S  A N Y T H I N G  A T  A L L  A B O U T  G R A M M A R  K N O W S  T H A T  

V E R B S  M U S T  A G R E E  W I T H  T H E I R  S U B J E C T S  I N  N U M B E R  A N D  

P E R S O N .  T H E R E F O R E ,  T H E S E  T W O  V E R B S ,  " R E P E N T , "  A N D  

" B E  B A P T I Z E D , "  C A N  N O T  B E  J O I N E D  T O  T H E  S A M E  P R E D I -  

C A T E .  A  L I T E R A L  T R A N S L A T I O N  O F  A C T S  2 : 3 8  W O U L D  R E A D  

" Y E  ( P L U R A L )  R E P E N T ,  A N D  L E T  E V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U  ( S I N G -  

U L A R )  B E  B A P T I Z E D  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S I N S .  

R E P E N T A N C E  I S  " U N T O  L I F E , "  R E S U L T S  I N  L 1 F E .  A C T S  1 1 :  
1 8 .  W H E N  O N E  R E P E N T S  H E  R E C E I V E S  L I F E .  T H E N  E V E R Y  

O N E ,  W H O  B Y  R E P E N T A N C E  H A S  R E C E I V E D  L I F E ,  I S ,  O N  

T H E  B A S I S  O F  T H A T  L I F E  T O  B E  B A P T I Z E D  I N  T E S T I M O N Y —  

T O  T H E  F A C T  O F  H I S  S A L V A T I O N .  T H I S  I S  T H E  T R U E  M E A N -  

I N G  O F  A C T S  2 : 3 8 ,    A N D   A W A Y   G O E S   M R .    N E A L ' S   T H E O R Y !  
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B U T  S U P P O S E  N O  O N E  S H O U L D  K N O W A WO R D  O F  GR E E K -  

L AN GU A G E  IN  WH I C H  TH E  N E W T E S T AM E N T WA S  O R IG I N A L L Y  

WR I T T E N ,  A N D  WE  H AD  O N L Y  TH E  E N G L IS H  T R AN S L A T I O N  TO  

GU I D E  U S ,  H O W WO U L D  WE  E V E R  K N O W T H E  M E AN I N G O F  TH I S  

WO R D  " F O R " ?  M Y  O P P O N E N T  M AK E S  I T  M E AN  " I N  O R D E R  T O " .  

WH E R E  D ID  H E  L E AR N  T H A T?  WH A T  E N GL I S H  D I C T I O N AR Y  

TO L D  H IM  T H A T " F O R "  M E A N S  " I N  O R D E R  T O " ?  WE B S T E R ' S  

W A G N AL L S ,  C R A I G ' S ,  A N D  C O B B ' S  D I C T I O N A R I E S  G I V E  N O  

S U C H  M E AN I N G T O  TH I S  WO R D  " F O R . "  IF  T H E S E  S T A N D A R D  

WO R K S  AR E  TO  B E  R E L I E D  O N ,  T H E  P R IM A R Y  M E AN I N G O F  

" F O R "  IS  " B E C AU S E  O F , "  " O N  AC C O U N T O R , "  " B Y  R E A S O N  

O F . "  

A G A I N  I  A S K ,  IN  WH A T  S C H O O L  D I D  M Y  O P P O N E N T  F IN D  

O U T T H A T  " F O R "  M E A N S  " IN  O R D E R  T O " ?  WE  S H A L L  L E T  TH E  

B O OK ,  " I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C IN T E N N I  E L  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  TH E  

D IS C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T , "  A B O OK  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  H IS  O WN  

D E N O M IN A T I O N A L  P U B L I S H IN G H O U S E ,  TH E  C H R IS T I A N  P U B -  

L I S H IN G C O M P AN Y  O F  S T .  L O U I S ,  M IS S O U R I ,  WH I C H  B O O K  

I S  A R E C O R D  O F  T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  TH E  O N E  H U N D R E D TH —  

AN N I V E R S AR Y  O F  T H E  F O U N D I N G O F  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  C H U R C H ,  

AN S WE R  TH A T  QU E S T I O N .  O N  P A G E  3 6  O F  TH A T  B O O K  Y O U 

W I L L  F I N D  TH I S  R E C O R D :  " WA L T E R  S C O T T  W A S  TH E  F I R S T  

M AN  I N  M O D E R N  T IM E S  TO  G I V E  AN X I O U S  I N QU I R E R S  TH E  

AN S WE R  P E T E R  G A V E  O N  P E N T E C O S T ,  ' R E P E N T  Y E ,  A N D  B E  

B AP T I ZE D  E V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U  I N  TH E  N A M E  O F  J E S U S  

C H R IS T U N TO  T H E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  Y O U R  S I N S ,  A N D  Y E  S H A L L  

R E C E I V E  T H E  G I F T O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T .  I T  WA S  W A L T E R  

S C O T T  T H A T  D I S C O V E R E D  T H E  P L A C E  AN D  F U N C T I O N  O F  B AP T  

I S M  IN . T H E  C H R I S T I A N  S Y S T E M .  H E  L E AR N E D  AN D  T A U GH T  

TH A T  B AP T I S M ;   IS  T H E  C U L M I N A T I N G AC T   IN  C O N VE R S IO N :  -

TH A T  B A P T I S M  I S  T H E  R E M I T T I N G O R D I N A N C E  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  T H A T

D IS C O V E R Y  M AR K E B  AN !  E P O C H  I N  TH E  H I S T O R Y  O F  TH E  

R E F O R M AR IO N . "  

I  R E P E A T  T H A T  TH I S  IS  TH E  S H I F T I N G S A N D  U P O N  

WH I C H  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  S Y S T E M  O F  D O C T R IN E  R E S T S  -  -  TH E  

S U P P O S I T I O N  TH A T  " F O R "  M E AN S  " I N  O R D E R  T O . "  IF  " F O R "  

I N  H IS  P R O O F  T E X T S  M E AN S  " I N  O R D E R  TO , "  TH E N  H I S  S Y S  

T E M  S T A N D S .  IF  I T  M E A N S  S O M E TH I N G E L S E ,  T H E N  H I S  D O C  

T R I N E  W I L L  N O T  S T A N D  B E C AU S E  I T  I S  F O U N D E D  U P O N  A  

F A L S E  S U P P O S I T I O N .  TH E  H I GH E S T S C H O L O R S H IP  I N  TH I S  

WO R L D ,   B O TH  IN  GR E E K  AN D   IN  E N G L I S H ,   S AY  TH A T  I T
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D O E S  N O T  M E A N  " I N  O R D E R  TO . "  T H E R E F O R E  M Y  O P P O N E N T S  

D O C TR I N E  I S  S WE P T  A WA Y  B E C A U S E  I T  I S  F O U N D E O  U P O N  

A S U P P O S I T I O N  TH A T  I S  C O N T R AD I C T E D ,  N O T O N L Y  B Y  TH E  

WO R L D ' S  S C H O L A R S H IP ,    B U T  B Y  TH E  S C R IP T U R E S  A L S O .  

J O H N  TH E  B AP T I S T  WA S  B E H E A D E D  F O R  R E P R O V I N G H E R  

O D .  AC C O R D I N G TO  M R .  N E A L ' S  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  " F O R "  

J O H N  TH E  B AP T I S T  WA S  B E H E AO E D  I N  O R D E R  TO  R E P R O V E  

H E R O D .  M O S T R E A D E R S ,  H O WE V E R ,  WO U L D  U N D E R S T A N D  T H A T  

J O H N  WA S  B E H E A D E D  B E C A U S E  O F  H IS  R E P R O O F  O F  H E R O D .  

TH E  N E WS P A P E R S  R E P O R T E D  TH A T A M A N  WA S  H U N G F O R  

M U R D E R .  AC C O R D I N G T O  M R .  N E A L ' S  U S E  O F  TH A T  WO R D ,  

" F O R "  TH E  M AN  WA S  H U N G I N  O R D E R  T O  M U R D E R .  M O S T  P E O -  

P L E ,  H O WE V E R ,  WO U L D  U N D E R S T A N D  TH A T  TH E  M A N  WA S  

H U N G  B E C A U S E  O F  M U R D E R .  

A M AN  L A U GH E D  F O R  J O Y .   A C C O R D I N G TO  M R .  N E A L ' S  

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F   T H E   WO R D   " F O R "    TH E  M AN   L A U GH E D  I N  

O R D E R  TO   J O Y .   M O S T R E A D E R S  H O WE V E R ,   WO U L D  U N D E R S T A N D  

TH A T  T H E  M AN  L AU GH E D  B E C A U S E  O F  J O Y .  

A WO M AN  C R I E D  F O R  S O R R O W.  F , ( R .  N E A L ' S  U S E  O F  TH E  

WO R D  " F O R "  WO U L D  H A V E  TH E  WO M AN  C R Y I N G I N  O R D E R  T O  

S O R R O W.  M O S T P E O P L E  H O WE V E R ,  WO U L D  U N D E R S T A N D  TH A T  

TH E  WO M AN  C R I E D  B E C AU S E  O F  S O R R O W,  

WH A T  F O L L Y ,  Y E A ,  WH A T  S I N ,  I T  IS  T O  B U I L D  A S Y S -  

T E M  O F  O O C TR I N E ,  A P L AN  O F  S A L V A T I O N ,  O N  S U C H  A N  

E R R O N E O U S    IN T E R P R E T A T IO N  O F  T H I S   " L I T T L E  WO R D  F O R , "  

I N  TH E  I4 TH .  C H AP T E R  O F  L E V I T I C U S  WE  H A V E  TH E  

L A W O F  TH E  L E P E R  I N  T H E  D AY  O F  H IS  C L E AN S I N G  " A N D  

TH E  P R I E S T  S H A L L  L O O K ,  AN D ,  B E H O L D ,  I F  TH E  P L A GU E  

O F  L E P R O S Y  B E  H E A L E D  IN  TH E  L E P E R  J  TH E N  TH E  P R I E S T  

S H A L L  C O M M AN D  T O  T AK E  F O R  H IM  TH A T I S  T O  B E  C L E AN -  

S E D ,  T WO  B IR D S ,  E T C . "  L E V .  1 4 : 3 - 4  S E E  H E R E  TH A T  

N O TH IN G I S  TO  B E  D O N E  U N L E S S  T H E  L E P E R  I S  H E AL E D ,  IF  

H E  IS  H E A L E D ,  C E R T A I N  TH I N GS  A R E  T O  B E  O F F E R E D  F O R  

H I S  C L E AN S IN G ,  F O R M A L  C L E AN S IN G ,  O F  C O U R S E .  B E C A U S E  

H I S  A C TU A L  C L E A N S I N G H AD  A L R E AD Y  T AK E N  P L A C E .  

C O N S E QU E N T L Y ,    WE   R E A D    I N  M AR K    1 : 4 0 - 4 4  " AN D  

TH E R E  C AM E  A  L E P E R  TO  H IM   ( C H R I S T) ,    B E S E E C H I N G H IM ,  

AN D  K N E E L IN G D O WN  TO  H IM ,   A N D  S A Y IN G U N TO  H IM ,  IF



 9  

 

TH O U  WI L T ,  TH O U  C AN S T M AK E  M E  C L E A N .  AN D  J E S U S ,  M O V-  

E D  WI T H  C O M P AS S IO N ,  " P U T  F O R TH  H IS  H AN D ,  AN D  TO U C H E D  

H IM ,  AN D  S A I T H  U N TO  H I M ,  I  WI L L ;  B E  T H O U  C L E A N .  A N D  

A S  S O O N  A S  H E  H AD  S P O K E N ,  IM M E D I A T E L Y  TH E  L E P R O S Y  D E  

P AR T E D  F R O M  H IM ,  A N D  H E  WA S  C L E AN S E D .  A N D  H E  S T R A I T -  

L Y  C H A R GE D   H IM ,    AN D    F O R TH WI T H   S E N T  H IM  A WA Y ;  AN D

S A I T H  U N TO  H IM >  S E E  TH O U  S AY  N O TH I N G TO  AN Y  M AN ;  B U T  

GO  TH Y  WA Y ,  S H O W T H Y S E L F  TO  TH E  P R I E S T ,  AN O  O F F E R  —  

F O R  TH Y  C L E AN S I N G TH O S E  TH I N GS  WH I C H  M O S E S  C O M M A N D E D  

F O R  A T E S T I M O N Y  U N TO  TH E M . "  

N O T IC E ,  TH E  L E P E R  WA S  F I R S T  C L E AN S E D ;  TH E N  H E  

W A S  C O M M AN D E D  TO  " O F F E R  F O R  H IS  C L E AN S I N G . "  WH A T I S  

TH I S ?  . V AS  WH A T H E  D I D  " I N  O R D E R  TO "  H I S  C L E AN S IN G? -  

N O .  H IS  C L E AN S IN G WA S  A L R E AD Y  AN  AC C O M P L IS H E D  F A C T ,  

WH A T  H E  0 1 D  WA S  TO  B E  A T E S T I M O N Y  U N T O  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  

WH A T  C H R I S T  H AD  D O N E  -  C L E AN S E D  H IM  O F  H IS  L E P R O S Y ! !  

TH I S  I S  A T R U E  P I C T U R E  O F  " T H E  P L A C E  AN D  F U N C T -  

IO N  O F  B AP T I S M  IN  TH E  C H R I S T I A N  S Y S T E M . "  B AP T I S M  IS  

N O T P R O C U R A T I V E ,    B U T  D E C L AR A T I V E .  

N O W,  AN O TH E R  TH I N G I WA N T Y O U  TO  N O T I C E  IS  M Y  O P  

P O N E N T ' S  E X P L A N A T I O N  O F  C H R IS T ' S  B AP T I S M  A T TH E  

H AN D S  O F  J O H N  TH E  B AP T I S T .  H I S  E X P L A N A T I O N  IS  O N E  O F  

TH E  M O S T  AM A ZI N G T H I N G S  I  H A VE  E V E R  R E A D .  I N  AN S WE R -  

I  R E P L Y  T H A T  C H R I S T  H IM S E L F  T O L D  WH Y  H E ,  WH O  M E E D E D -  

N O  R E P E N T A N C E  S H O U L D  R E C E I V E  A R I T E  WH I C H  S I GN I F I E O -  

C O N F E S S IO N  ( M A T .  3 : 6 ) ,  AN D  R E P E N T A N C E  ( M A T .  3 : 8 ) .  H E  

S A ID ,  " TH U S  I T B E C O M E TH  U S  TO  F U L F I L L  A L L  R I GH T E O U S -  

N E S S . "  T O  TH IS  M Y  O P P O N E N T  AS K S ,  " WH O S E  R L GH T E O U S R  

N E S S  WA S  F U L F I L L E D ?  WA S  I T  TH E  R I G H T E O U S N E S S  WH I C H  -  

I S  O F  TH E  L A W? "  T O  WH I C H  I U N H E S I T A T I N G L Y  AN S WE R  —  

Y E S ,  I T  WA S  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  TH E  L A W.  AN D  H E R E  

I S  T H E  L O R D ' S  O WN  S T A T E M E N T .  " I  C AM E  N O T  TO  D E S T R O Y ,  

6 U T TO  F U L F I L  TH E  L A W. "  M A T .  5 : 1 7 .  N O W A  P AR T  O F  TH E  

L A W H A D  TO  D O  W I T H  T H E  P R I E S T H O O D .  T H A T  L A W I S  G I V E N  

I N  L E V I T I C U S  2 9 : 4 - 7 .  O N E  O F  T H E  R E Q U IR E M E N TS  O F  T H A T  

L A W WA S  T H A T  TH E  H I G H  P R I E S T  M U S T  B E  W A S H E D  B E F O R E  

H I S  AN N O IN T I N G .  WH E N  C H R I S T  C AM E  TO  J O H N  H E  W A S  A  —  

B O U T T O  R E C E I V E  H I S  A N N O I N T I N G B Y  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  U N  

TO  H I S  TH R E E - F O L D  O F F IC E  O F  P R O P H E T ,  P R I E S T AN D  K I N G.  

WH I L E  C H R I S T ' S  P R I E S TK Y  WO R K  D ID  N O T  B E G I N  U N T I L  H E
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H AD  O F F E R E D  H IM S E L F  WI TH O U T  S P O T TO  GO D  ( H E B .  9 : 1 4 ) ,  

AN D  H I S  F U L L  M AN I F E S T A T I O N  A S  K IN G A WA I T S  T H E  K I N G-  

D O M  A GE ,  H E  WA S  A T  H I S  B AP T I S M  H E  WA S  A N N O IN T E D  O N C E  

F O R  AL L .  I T WA S  A R E QU I R E M E N T O F  TH E  L A W WH I C H  H E  

D ID  N O T C O M E  TO  O E S TR O Y ,  B U T  T O  F U L F I L .  H IS  S U B M IS S -  

IO N  TO  B AP T I S M ,  A C E R E M O N I A L  W A S H I N G,  W A S  IN  F U L F I L -  

M E N T O F  TH A T R I GH T E O U S N E S S .  I T WA S  TH E R E F O R E  A R I GH T  

E O U S N E S S  WH I C H    I S   O F   TH E  L A W.  

I N  TH I S  C O N N E C T I O N  M Y  O P P O N E N T  S E E K S  T O  M AK E  

B AP T I S M  TH E  V E R Y  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D .  B U T A C C O R D I N G  

TO  T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  G O D  I S  C H R IS T  

H IM S E L F ,  WH O  F U L L Y  M E T  I N  O U R  S T E A D  AN D  O N  O U R  B E -  

H A L F  E V E R Y  D E M AN D  O F  TH E  L A W,  AN D  WH O  IS ,  B Y  TH E  AC T  

O F  GO D  C AL L E D  IM P U T A T I O N ,  " M A D E  U N T O  U S  R I GH T E O U S -   

N E S S    ( 1  C O R .  1 : 3 0 ) .  

M R .  N E A L  S AY S ,  R E G AR D IN G M AR K  1 6 :  1 6 ,  " IF  TH E  O P -  

P O S I T I O N  D E S I R E S  TO  T A C K L E  TH I S  P AR T I C U L AR  P AS S A G E  

O F  S C R IP T U R E ,  E T C . "  WE L L ,  TH E  " O P P O S I T I O N "  C E R T A I N -  

L Y  " D E S I R E S  T O  T A C K L E  TH I S  P A R T I C U L AR  P A S S A G E  O F  

S C R IP T U R E ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  S I N C E  M R .  N E A L  H AS  O N L Y  G AR B L -  

E D  I T .  H E  T AK E S  U S  TO  GR AM M AR  S C H O O L  T O  D I A GR AM  T H E  

P A S S A G E ,  B U T  H E  M AK E S  T H E  F A T A L  B L U N D E R  O F  T AK IN G O N  

L Y  A P A R T O F  T H E  S E N T E N C E ,  S TO P P I N G I N  T H E  M ID D L E  O F  

I T .  WH Y  D O E S  H E  N O T Q U O T E  AN D  D I A GR AM  T H E  WH O L E  S E N -  

T E N C E ?  S IM P L Y  S E C AU S E  H E  K N O WS  TH A T  H I S  C O N T E N T I O N  -

D I A GR AM  AN D  A L L ,  C AN  N O T B E AR  TH E  L I GH T  O F  TH E  C O M -  

P L E T E D  S E N T E N C E .  TH E  O M I S S IO N  O F  " B AP T I ZE D "  I N  TH E  

L AS T  C L AU S E  O F  TH A T  S E N T E N C E  S H O WS  C O N C L U S I V E L Y  TH A T  

TH E  QU E S T I O N  O F  B E I N G S A V E D  O R  D AM N E D  T U R N S  O N  B E -  

L I E V I N G,  A N D  N O T O N  B E I N G B AP T I ZE D  O R  A  F A I L U R E  T O  

B E  B AP T I ZE D .  

H AD  C H R I S T  C O N S I D E R E D  B AP T I S M  E S S E N T I A L  TO  S A L -  

V A T IO N  H E  C E R A T I M L Y  WO U L D  H A V E  I N C L U D E D  B AP T I S M  . I N  

TH E  L AS T  C L A U S E  O F  TH I S  S E N T E N C E ,  T H E  C L AU S E  M Y  O P -  

P O N E N T O M I T S  F R O M  H I S  QU O T A T I O N  AN D  D I A GR AM .  I ' D  B E  

D E L I G H T E D  TO  S E E  H IS   D I A G R AM  O F   T H E  WH O L E  S E N T E N C E - *  

H E  QU O T E S  " H E  T H A T  B E L I E V E TH  A N D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  

S H A L L  B E   S A V E D . "   TH E N  AD D S ,    " T H A T  I S  A L L   I    B E L I E V E  A  

B O U T  TH E  R E L A T I O N  O F  TH E  B E L I E V E R  TO  B AP T I S M . "  IF ,  

A S  H E  D E C L A R E S ,    T H A T   I S  A L L  H E  B E L I E V E S  AB O U T T H I S
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P R O P O S I T I O N ,  TH E N  H E  D O E S N ' T  B E L I E V E  E N O U GH .  F O R  

C H R IS T C O N T I N U E D ,  " B U T H E  TH A T  B E L I  E V E TH  N O T S H A L L  

B E  D AM N E D . •  

M Y  O P P 0 N E N T A S K S ,  " D O  Y O U  B E L I E VE  . M O R E ,  O R  

S O M E TH I N G D IF F E R E N T? *  TO  WH I C H  I AN S WE R ,  I B E L I E V E  

A L L  TH A T  C H R I S T  S A I D  I N  T H I S  S E N T E N C E ,  A N D  I ' M  GO -  

I N G TO  P R O V E  TH A T  M Y  O P P O N E N T D O E S N ' T B E L I E V E  E V E N  

TH E  P A R T  O F  I T  H E  QU O T E D .  I N  T H I S  S E N T E N C E  S O L E M N -  

L Y  U T T E R E D  B Y  O U R  L O R D  WE  H A V E  A C O N T R AS T .  TH E  C O N  

T R AS T  I S  B E T WE E N  S A L V A T I O N  AN D  D AM N A T I O N .  TO  WH A T  

P O I N T I N  T IM E  D O E S  " D AM N A T I O N "  L O O K ?  TO  TH E  F U T U R E  

O F  C O U R S E .  TH E N  TO  WH A T  P E R IO D  IN  T I M E  D O E S  I T S  

WO R D  O F  C O N T R AS T  L O O K ?  TO  TH E  F U T U R E  A L S O .  TH E N  

TH E  O N E  WH O  B E L I E V E S  A N O  I S  B AP T I ZE O  I S  S U R E  O F  

H E A V E N .  F O R  C H R IS T  S A I D  " H E  S H A L L  B E  S A VE D . "  H E  

D ID  N O T S AY  " M AY  B E  S A V E D , "  O R  " S H A L L  B E  S A V E D  I F "  

B U T  C H R I S T S A I D  " H E  S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . "  M R .  N E A L  D O E S  

N O T B E L I E V E  TH I S ,  B U T I D O .  H O W D O  I K N OW M R .  N E A L  

D O E S N ' T B E L I E V E  I T ?  B E C A U S E  H E  S I G N E D  TH E  TH I R D  

P R O P O S I T I O N  WE  AR E  T O  D I S C U S S .  T H A T  P R O P O S I T I O N  —  

R E AD S ,  " T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  T E A C H  TH A T I T I S  P O S S IB L E  —  

F O R  A C H I L D  O F  GO D ,  O N E  WH O  H A S  B E E N  S A V E D  B Y  GF WC E  

TH R O U GH  F A I T H ,  TO  S O  S IN  AS  TO  B E  F I N A L L Y  AN D  E T E R  

N A L L Y  L O S T . "  M R .  N E A L  S I GN E D  T H IS  P R O P O S I T I O N  TO  

AF F I R M  I T .  

C O N C E R N IN G M AR K   1 6 : 1 6 ,   H E R E  A R E  S O M E  QU E S T IO N S
TO  B E  S E T T L E D :  

1 .  WH A T  D O E S  " S H AL L  B E  S A V E O "  M E A N ?  IF  I T  D O E S  

N O T M E A N  T H A T  T H E  O N E  WH O  B E L I E V E S  A N D  I S  B AP T I Z E D  

I S  S U R E  O F  H E A V E N ,  TH E N  I T  D O E S N ' T M E AN  AN Y TH I N G. )  

I    B E L I E V E    I T ,   B U T M Y  O P P O N E N T  D E N I E S  I T .  

2 .  WH A T  P R E C E O E S  B AP T I S M ?  " B E L I E V E TH . "  

3 .  WH A T   I S  T H E  C O N D I T I O N  O F  TH E  B E L I E V E R ?  

( 1 )  H E  W I L L  N O T  P E R I S H .    J N O .  3 : 1 4 - 1 6  

( 2 )  H E    I S   N O T  C O N D E M N E B .    J N O .  3 : 1 8  

( 3 )  H E  H AS   E V E R L AS T I N G  L I F E .    J N O .  3 : 3 6  

( 4 )  H E  WI L L  N O T  C O M E   I N TO  C O N D E M N A T I O N  -  

J N O .  5 : 2 4  
( 5 )  H E  H AS  P AS S E D  F R O M  D E A T H  U N TO  L I F E  -  
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J O H N  5 : 2 4 .  

( 6 )   H E  I S  J U S T I F I E D .  A C T S  {3 : 3 8 - 3 9 ;  H O M .  5 : 1  

( 7 )   H E  I S  B O R N  O F  GO D .  I  J O H N  5 : 1  

 

4 .  I S  TH I S  TH E  M AN  TO  B E  B AP T I Z E D  -  TH E  M AN  WH O  

" S H AL L  N O T  P E R I S H , "  " I S  N O T C O N D E M N E D , "  " H A S  E V E R —  

L AS T I N G  L I F E , "  " S H A L L  N O T  C O M E  I N TO  C O N D E M N A T L O N , " -  

" IS  P A S S E D  F R O M  D E A T H  U N T O  L IF E , "  I S  " J U S T  IF I  E D , " I S  

B O R N  O F  GO D ? "  Y E S ,  TH E  B E L I E V E R ,  O F  WH O M  A L L  TH I S  

I S  T R U E ,  I S  TH E  O N E  TO  B E  B AP T I ZE D .  O U R  L O R D  T AU GH T  

I T ,  AN D  E V E N  M Y  O P P O N E N T A D M I T S  T H A T  I T  IS  T H E  B E -  

L I E V E R  WH O  I S  T O  B E  B AP T I ZE D .  B U T T H E  B E L I E V E R  I S  

S A VE D .  H E  I S  S A V E D  A S  S O O N  AS  H E  B E L I E V E S .  J O H N  3 :  

3 6 ,  5 : 2 4 ;  6 : 4 7 .  N O W,  I F  Y O U  AD O  8 AP T I S M  T O  H I S  F A I T H  

H E  W I L L  S T I L L  B E  A  S A V E D  P E R S O N ,  A N D  S H A L L  U L T IM A T E  

L Y  B E  S A V E D  I N  H E A V E N .  B E IN G S A V E D  A T F A I T H  B AP T I S M  

D O E S  N O T U N D O  N O R  AD D  TO  TH E  S A L V A T IO N  TH A T  F A I T H  

R E C E I V E D .  

H E R E  I S  A S T A T E M E N T TH A T  P A R AL L E L S  TH A T O F  M AR K  

1 6 : 1 6 ,  " H E  TH A T  B O AR D S  A  S H I P  AN D  I S  S E A T E D  S H A L L  

R E AC H  P O R T;  B U T  H E  T H A T  D O E S  N O T  B O AR D  TH E  S H IP  

S H A L L  B E  L E F T  B E H I N D . "  AN Y  O N E  R E AD I N G TH A T  S T A T E -  

M E N T WO U L D  R E AD I L Y  U N D E R S T A N D  TH A T  R E AC H I N G P O R T  D E -  

P E N D E D  O N  B O AR D I N G TH E  S H IP  -  N O T  O N  B E I N G S E A T E D  -  

TH E  B E I N G S E A T E D  AF T E R  B O AR D I N G TH E  S H IP  I N VO L V E S  

C O M F O R T  AN D  S A T I S F A C T I O N ,  B U T  N O T  D E S T I N Y .  I T  I S  TH E  

S AM E  I N  M AR K  1 6 : 1 6 ,  R E AC H I N G H E A V E N  D E P E N D S  O N  B E -  

L I E V I N G -  N O T O N  B E IN G B AP T I ZE D .  B E IN G B AP T I Z E D  AF -  

T E R  B E L I E V I N G R E L A T E S  TO  T H E  P R I V I L E G E  A N D  S A T I S F A C  

T I O N  O F  TH E  C H R I S T I A N  L I F E ,  B U T  D O E S  N O T  R E L A T E  TO  

TH E  D E S T I N Y  O F  TH E  O N E  WH O  B E L I E V E S .  AN D  AN Y  P E R S O N  

R E AD I N G M AR K  1 6 :1 6  WI T H  AN  U N P R E J U D IC E D ,  AN D  U N B I AS  

E O  M IN D  WO U L D  U N D E R S T A N D  I T J U S T A S  H E  WO U L O  U N D E R -  

S T AN D  T H E  P AR A L L E L  S T A T E M E N T  AB O V E .  

I N  B AP T I S M  TH E  B E L I E V E R  P R O C L A IM S  H I S  F A I T H  I N  

C H R IS T ,  B Y  B AP T I S M  B E L I E V E R S  AR E  M AN IF E S T E D ,  M AR K E D  

O F F  AS  C H I L D R E N  O F  GO O .  IN  B AP T I S M  B E L I E VE R S  S H O W  

F O R TH  IN  S Y M B O L  TH E  B U R I A L  AN D  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  TH E  

S A V IO R .  B AP T I S M  IS  A P I C T U R E  O F  TH E  B E L I E VE R S  S A L —
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V A T IO N ,  A L IK E N E S S  O F  I T ,  A N D  O F  TH E  M E R I T O R I O U S  WO R K

O F  C H R IS T  B Y  WH I C H   I T  W A S  A C C O M P L I S H E D .   B AP T I S M  D O E S

N O T P R O C U R E  S A L V A T I O N  F O R  TH E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R ,  A N D

O U R   L O R D  D I D   N O T   T E A C H    I T  I N   M AR K    1 5 : 1 6 ,    O R  E L S E WH E R .  

E VE R Y TH I N G  C O N C E R N I N G T H E   C O N D I T I O N  O F  S AL V A T I O N  

I S  S T A T E D    I N  GO D ' S  WO R D ,    B O TH  N E G A T I V E L Y  A N D  AF F I R M A-  

T L V E L Y .  

AF F I R M A T I V E  

" R E P E N T A N C E  U N T O  L IF E . "  

AC T S   1 1 ; 1 8  

" B E L I E V E  O N  TH E  L O R D  J E S U S  

C H R IS T A N D  TH O U  S H A L T B E  

S A VE D . "  AC T S  1 6 : 3 1  

" TH E  B L O O D  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T  

H I S  S O N  C L E AN S E TH  U S  F R O M  

A L L  S I N . "  I  J O H N  1 : 7  

N E G A T I V E  

" E X C E P T Y E  R E P E N T Y E  

S H A L L  P E R I S H . "  L K .  1 3 : 3  

" H E  TH A T  B E L  I E V E T H  N O T  

S H A L L  N O T  S E E  L IF E . "  
J O H N  3 : 3 6  

W I T H O U T  T H E  S H E D D I N G O F  

B L O O D  TH E R E  IS  N O  R E M I S -  

S IO N . "   H E B .  9 : 2 2  

" AN D  I S  B AP T I ZE D  S H AL L  B E        WE R E  I S  TH E  N E G A T I V E ?  

S A VE D . "   M A R K  1 6 : 1 6  

TH E  AB S E N C E  O F  T H E  N E G A T I V E  P R O V E S  T H A T  B AP T I S M  

I S  N O T  E S S E N T I A L  T O  S A L V A T I O N .  

I N  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  D I A G R AM  O F  M AR K  1 6 ; 16 ,  WH I C H  

S C R IP T U R E  H E  D E L IB E R A T E L Y  M U T I L A T E S  B Y  A S U B T R AC T I O N  

F R O M  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D ,  H E  S AY S  T H E  WO R D  " AN D "  I S  A  

" C O N N E C T I V E , "  H E  M AK E S  I T A S O R T O F  C O U P L IN G P I N .  B U T  

H E  U N C O U P L E D  TH I S  S E N T E N C E  WH E N  H E  L E F T O F F  TH E  Q U A L I-  

F Y IN G,  E X P L AN A T O R Y  C L A U S E .  H E  S A Y S ,  " T H A T  D I A GR AM  B E -  

I N G R I GH T ,  WO R D S  O F  TH E  E N G L I S H  L AN G U A G E  H A V I N G AN Y  

C E R T A I N  M E AN I N G,  A N D  J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  TH E  S O N  O F  GO O ,  

K N O WI N G WH A T  H E  WA S  I S A L K IN G  AB O U T ,  M Y  P R O P O S I T I O N  I S  

AB U N D AN T L Y  P R O VE D . "  WE L L  " WO R D S  O F  TH E  E N GL I S H  L A N -  

GU A G E "  D O  H A V E  " A C E R T A I N  M E A N IN G , "  AN D  " J E S U S  C H R I S T  

TH E  S O N  O F  GO D , "  C E R T A I N L Y  K N E W " WH A T  H E  WAS  T A L K IN G  

AB O U T . "  B U T " TH A T  O I A G R AM "  IS N ' T  " R I G H T , "  AS  A N Y  

H I GH  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T  C AN  P L A I N L Y  S E E .  F O R  I T D O E S  N O T  

E M B R A C E  A C O M P L E T E D  S E N T E N C E ,  O N L Y  A  S I N GL E  C L A U S E  O F  

A  S E N T E N C E ,  
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B Y  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  M E TH O D  I C O U L D  P R O V E  F R O M  TH E  

B IB L E  T H A T  T H E R E  IS  N O  GO O .  F O R  P S A L M  1 4 : 1  P L A I N L Y  

S AY S  " T H E R E  I S  N O  GO D . "  B U T T H A T I S  O N L Y  H AL F  T H E  

S E N T E N C E .  T H E  C O M P L E T E D  S E N T E N C E  R E A D S ,  " TH E  F O O L  

H A T H  S A I D  .  .  .  .  T H E R E  I S  N O  GO D . "  

TH E  N E X T  AR GU M E N T M Y  O P P O N E N T M AK E S  I S  B AS E D  O N  

AC T S  2 2 : 1 6  

N O W WH E N  WA S  P AU L  S A V E D  -  AF T E R  O R  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  

B AP T I ZE D ?  

M R .  N E A L  A D M I T S  T H A T  P AU L  " WA S  A  B E L I E VE R  I N  

C H R IS T ,  A N D  H AD  B E E N  A P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R  F O R  TH R E E  

D A Y S "  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D .  H E  S A Y S  F U R TH E R ,  " O N  

TH E  R O AO  T O  D AM AS C U S  .  .  .  R E C O GN I Z I N G C H R IS T A S  H I S  

L O R D  I N  F U L L  AS S U R AN C E  O F  F A I T H ,  A N D  C A S T I N G H I S  A L L  

U P O N  H IM . "  TH E S E  AD M I S S I O N S  AR E  F A T A L  T O  H IS  AR GU -  

M E N T ,  F O R  TH E  S C R I P TU R E S  S AY  T H A T " R E P E N T A N C E "  I S —  

" U N TO  L I F E  -  TH A T  I S  " R E S U L T S  I N  L IF E .  A C TS  L L : L 8 " H E  

TH A T  B E L I E V E TH  O N  TH E  S O N  H A TH  ( N O W H AS )  E V E R L AS T I N G  

L IF E . "  J O H N  3 : 3 6 .  " H E  TH A T H E A R E TH  M Y  WO R D  A N D  B E L I E  

V E TH  O N  H IM  TH A T  S E N T  M E  H A TH  ( N O W H A S )  E VE R AL S T I N G  

L IF E . "  J O H N  5 : 2 4  " H E  TH A T B E L I E V E T H  O N  M E  H A TH  ( N O W  

H AS )  E V E R L A S T I N G L IF E . "  

I N  E A C H  O F  TH E S E  P A S S A G E S  T H E  V E R B  " H A T H "  IS  I N  

TH E  P R E S E N T T E N S E .  WH A T  D O E S  " H A TH "  M E AN ?  " N O W H AS ! "  

WH A T  D O E S  TH E  B E L I E V E R  H A V E ?  TH E  S C R I P T U R E S  S AY  TH A T  

H E  H A S  E V E R L A S T I N E  L I F E .  WH E N  D O E S  H E  H A V E  I T ?  TH E  

S C R IP T U R E S  S A Y  TH A T  H E  H AS  I T  TH E  M O M E N T  H E  B E L I E V E S ,  

" H E  T H A T  B E L I E V E T H  O N  M E  H A TH  ( N O W H A S )  E V E R L AS T I N G -  

L IF E . "  J O H N  6 : 4 V.  

M Y  O P F O N E N T  AD M I T S  T H A T  P AU L  B O TH  R E P E N T E D  AN D  

B E L I E V E D  TH R E E  D A Y S  B E F O R E  AN A N I A S  T O L D  H IM  TO  B E  

B AP T I ZE D .  WH A T  WA S  P AU L ' S  C O N D I T IO N  D U R I N G TH O S E  3  

D A Y S ?  WA S  H E  A L O S T  B E L I E V E R  O R  A S A V E D  B E L I E V E R ?  I  

W A N T  M R .  N E A L  T O  A N S WE R  TH A T  QU E S T I O N .  AC C O R D I N G T O  

TH E  TH R E E  P AS S A GE S  C I T E D  AB O V E  P AU L  H AD  S AL V A T I O N  B E  

F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D  -  H AD  I T  TH R E E  D A Y S  B E F O R E  H E  

W A S  B AP T I Z E D .  AN D  TH E R E  AR E  M A N Y  O T H E R  P R O O F S  T H A T  

P AU L  W A S  S A V E D  O N  TH E  R O AD  TO  D AM AS C U S  A N D  B E F O R E  H E  

W A S  6 AP T I Z E D .  
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( 1 )  P AU L  A C K N O WL E D G E D  C H R I S T  A S  H IS  L O R D ,  AC T S  

9 : 4 - 6 .   M Y O P P O N E N T AD M I T S   TH I S .    B U T WE  AR E  TO L D  TH A T

" N O  M A N  C AN  S AY  T H A T  J E S U S  I S  T H E  L O R D ,  B U T B Y  TH E  

H O L Y  S P I R I T . "  I  C O R .  1 2 : 3 .  P A U L  T H E R E F O R E ,  H A D  TH E  

H O L Y  S P I R I T  WH E N  H E  C A L L E D  C H R I S T  L O R D .  TH A T  WA S  3  

D A Y S  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D .  3 U T  A C C O R D I N G T O  M Y  O P -  

P O N E N T ' S  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  AC T S  2 : 3 8  " T H E  R E M !S S IO N -  

O F  S IN S "  P R E C E D E S  " T H E  G IF T  O F  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T . "  AN D  

TH E R E F O R E ,  P A U L  H AD  T H E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S IN S  TH R E E  D AY S  

B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D .  

( 2 )  P AU L  P R AY E D  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I Z E D .  AC T S  9 : 1 1 .  

M Y  O P P O N E N T T E AC H E S  TH A T  AN  U N S A V E D  M A N  C A N  N O T P R AY .  

TH E R E F O R E ,  AC C O R D I N G T O  H IS  O WN  D O C T R I N E  P AU L  WA S  

S A VE D  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D .  

( 3 )  P AU L  WA S  A " B R O TH E R "  B E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I ZE D  -  

AC T S  9 : 1 7 .  M Y  O P P O N E N T  D E N I E S  TH A T  A  M AN  IS  A B R O TH -  

E R  U N T I L  H E  B E C O M E S  A C H R I S T I A N .  T H E R E F O R E ,  AC C O R D —  

TO  H I S  O WN  D O C T R IN E  P A U L  WA S  A C H R I S T I AN  B E F O R E  H E  

W A S  B AP T I Z E D .  

( 4 )  P AU L  H IM S E L F  T E L L S  U S  WH E N  H E  W A S  S A V E D .  AN D  

S IN C E  H E  W A S  TH E R E  WH E N  I T H A P P E N E D  H I S  T E S T IM O N Y  IS  

WE I G H T Y  AN D  S H O U L D  B E  C O N C L U S I V E .  H E  S AY S  H E  WA S  

B O R N  F R O M  AO O V E  WH E N  -  F TH E N  -  H E  S A W T H E  L O R D .  I C O R  

1 5 : 8 .  TH E  WO R D  F O R  " B O R N "  H E R E  I S  T H E  S A M E  AS  I N  J N O  

3 : 3  -  " B O R N  F R O M  AB O V E . "  " O U T  O F  D U E  T I M E "  I S  F R O M  -  

TH E  C R E E K  WO R D  " E K TR O M A T I , "  " B E F O R E  TH E  T I M E . "  P AU L  

W A S  T H IN K IN G O R  H IM S E L F  A S  AN  I S R AE L I T E ,  WH O S E  T IM E  

TO  B E  B O R N  A G A I N  H AD  N O T  C O M E ,  N A T I O N A L L Y ,  S O  T H A T  

H I S  C O N V E R S IO N  B Y  T H E  A P P E A R IN G  O F  TH E  L O R D  TO  H IM  A  

B O VE  T H E  D AM AS C U S  G A T E S  ( A C T S  9 : 3 - 6 ) ,  W A S  A N  IN S -  

T A N C E  3 E F O R E  TH E  T I M E ,  O F  T H E  F U T U R E  N A T IO N A L  C O N -  

V E R S I O N  O F  I S R A E L ,  WH I C H  WI L L  A L S O  T AK E  P L AC E  A T T H E  

AP P E AR I N G O F  TH E  L O R D  IN  GL O R Y .  E ZE K .  2 0 : 3 5- 3 8 ;  H O S -  

E A 2 : 1 4 - 1 7 ;  ZE C H .  1 2 : 1 0  TO  1 3 : 6 ;  R O M AN S  1 1 : 2 5 - 2 7 .  

A T  AN Y  R A T E ,  P AU L  S A Y S  H E  WA S  B O R N  A G A I N  WH E N  H E  

S A W TH E  L O R D .  N O W,  WH E N  D ID  P AU L  S E E  TH E  L O R D ?  H E  

S A W H IM  T H A T  D AY  O N  TH E  R O AD  T O  D AM A S C U S .  A N D  T H A T  

I S  WH E N  F AU L  WA S  B O R N  AG A I N ,  S A V E D .  AN D  TH A T W A S  3  

D A Y S  8 E F O R E  H E  WA S  B AP T I Z E D .  
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M Y  O P P O N E N T   I N S I S T S   T H A T  TH E  W A S H I N G A W AY  O F  S I N S  

I N  AC T S  2 2 : 1 6  WA S  N O T " S Y M B O L I C A L L Y . "  TH E N  I T  M U S T  

H A V E  B E E N  AC T U A L L Y .  I T  H AD  T O  B E  O N E  O R  TH E  O TH E R  -  

B U T    I    J O H N    1 : 7  S AY S   " TH E  B L O O O  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  H I S

S O N ,  C L E A N S E TH  U S  F R O M  AL L  S I N . "  R E V.  1 : 5  S AY S  " U N TO

H IM  TH A T  L O VE D  U S ,  AN D  W A S H E D  U S  F R O M  O U R  S IN S  IN  

H I S  O WN  B L O C D . "  R E V.  7 : 1 4  S AY S ,  " TH E S E  AR E  TH E Y  WH I C H  

C AM E  O U T O F  GR E A T  TR I B U L A T I O N ,  A N D  H A V E  WA S H E D  TH E IR  

R O B E S ,   A N D  M AD E  T H E M  WH I T E   I N  TH E  B L O O D  O F  T H E  L AM B .  

N O W,  I S  I T T H E  W A T E R  O F  B AP T I S M  T H A T  AC T U A L L Y  

W A S H E S  A WA Y  S I N S ,  AN D  TH E  B L O O D  O F  C H R IS T A M E R E  S Y M  

B O L  B E F O R E  GO D  O F  WA H T  TH E  WA T E R  D O E S ,  O R  IS  I T  TH E  

B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T  TH A T  A C TU A L L Y  V . ' A S H E S  A W A Y  S I N S ,  L E A V-  

I N G TH E  W A T E R  O F  B AP T I S M  A  S Y M B O L  B E F O R E  M E N  O F  WH A T  

TH E  B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T  D O E S ?  I WA N T  M R .  N E A L  T O  AN S WE R  

TH A T  Q U E S T I O N .  GO D ' S  WO R D  S AY S  " T H E  B L O O D  O F  J E S U S  

C H R IS T ,  H I S  S O N ,  C L E AN S E T H  U S  F R O M  AL L  S IN . "  I F  TH A T  

S T A T E M E N T  IS  T R U E ,  T H E N  TH E R E  IS  N O  C L E AN S I N G,  WA S H -  

I N G A WA Y  O F  S IN S ,  F O R  TH E  W A T E R  TO  D O ,  E X C E P T I N  A  

F L G U R E  O R  S Y M B O L .  

TH E  VE R Y  N E X T  P A S S A G E  M Y  O P P O N E N T  U S E S  I N  H I S  A R -  

GU M E N T ,  TH O U GH  H E  QU O T E S  O N L Y  A V E R Y  S M A L L  P O R T IO N  

O F  I T ,  I  P E T .  3 : 1 8 - 2 2 ,  D E C L A R E S  V E R Y  P L A I N L Y  TH A T  

B AP T I S M  I S  " N O T  TH E  P U T T I N G A WA Y  O F  TH E  F I L TH  O F  TH E  

F L E S H . "  

TH A T  " TH E  F I L TH  O F  TH E  F L E S H *  M E AN S  S I N S  IS  E V I -  

D E N T ,  S E E  R O M .  3 : 2 0 ;  2  C O R .  7 : I;  G A L .  5 : I6 , 1 9 ;  C O L .

2 : 1  I .   P R O F .    F .    L .   D U P O N T ,    A   GO O D  B IB L E   E X P O S I TO R ,  AF -

F I R M S ,  " TH E R E  I S  N O T  A P A S S A G E  IN  TH E  B IB L E  WH E R E  

" F IL T H ,  F I L T H IN E S S ,  F I L T H IN E S S  O F  TH E  F L E S H ,  E T C .  AR E  

U S E D  IN  A N Y  O T H E R  S E N S E  TH A N  T H A T  O F  M O R A L  P O L L U T IO N .  

AN D  P E T E R  D E C L AR E S  TH A T  B AP T I S M  I S  " N O T  TH E  P U T T I N G  

A WA Y  O F  TH E  F IL T H  O F  TH E  F L E S H , "  WH I C H  I S  M O R AL  P O L -  

L U T I O N ,  WH I C H  I S  S I N .  S O  B AP T I S M  D O E S  N O T  WA S H  A WA Y  

S IN .  TH I S  C O N C L U S IO N  J U S T C A N ' T  B E  S U C C E S S F U L L Y  C O N -  

T R AD I C T E D .  

M Y  O P P O N E N T QU O T E S  O N L Y  TH I S ,  " B AP T I S M  .  .  .  D O TH  

S A VE  U S , "  P L E A S E  R E AD  T H E  E N T I R E  P A S S A GE ,  F I V E  V E R -  

S E S ,   B E G I N N I N G  W I T H  TH E  1 8 TH .  
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TH I S  S C R I P TU R E ,    WH IC H  M R .   N E A L  S AY S  T E AC H E S  T H A T

B AP T I S M   I S   E S S E N T I A L  TO   S A L V A T I O N ,    D E N I E S  T H E  V E R Y

TH I N S  H E   S E E K S   T O  P R O V E .    I T  T E L L S  U S   T WO  TH I N GS  A-  

B O U T  B AP T I S M :  

1 .  N E G A T I V E L Y  -  WH A T    I T   I S  N O T.  

2 .  AF F I R M A T I V E L Y  -  WH A T   I T  R E A L L Y  I S .  

TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  T H R O U GH  P E T E R  A N S WE R S  TH E  QU E S -  

T I O N  A S  TO  T H E  P U R P O R T  O R  D E S I G N  O F  B A P T IS M ,  H E  D O E S  

I T  B O TH  WA Y S  -  N E G A T I V E L Y  A N D  A F F IR M A T I V E L Y ,  B E C A U S E  

H E  K N E W TH A T  TH E R E  WO U L D  A R IS E  F A L S E  TE A C H E R S  WH O  

WO U L D  D E N Y  T H E  S U F F I C I E N C Y  O F  TH E  B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T ,  

" S H E D  F O R  M AN Y  F O R  T H E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S I N S  ( M A T .  2 6 ; 2 8 )  

B Y  AD D I N G B AP T I S M  AS  A C O N D I T I O N  O F  S AL V A T I O N .  

I N  G I V I N G TH E  P U R P O R T O F  B AP T I S M  P E T E R  S AY S  TH A T  

I T  I S  " N O T T H E  P U T T I N G A A WA Y  O F  ( S I N S )  TH E  F I L TH  O F  

TH E  F L E S H , "  TH E N  H E  G I V E S  TH E  AF F I R M A T I V E ,  AN D  H E R E  

I T  I S  IN  L E T T E R S  S O  B O L D  TH A T T H E  WA Y F A R IN G M A N ,  TH O  

A F O O L ,  S H O U L D  N O T  E R R  TH E R E IN ,  WH A T  D O E S  H E  S AY  B AP -  

T I S M  I S  F O R ?  " N O T T H E  P U T T I N G A I V A Y  O F  TH E  F I L TH  O F  

TH E  F L E S H  ( S I N S ) ,  B U T  TH E  A N S WE R , "  TH E  AN S WE R ,  T H E  

AN S WE R  O F  WH A T ?  " T H E  A N S WE R  O F  A GO O D  C O N S C I E N C E  T O  

W A R D  GO D . "  TH A T  I S  WH A T  H E  S AY S !  

M R .  N E A L  A D M I T S  T H A T  B AP T I S M  I S  A F I G U R E .  H E R E  

AR E  H I S  O WN  WO R D S ,  " Y E S ,   P E T E R  D O E S  S A Y  TH A T  B AP T I S M  

I S  A F I GU R E ,  A F I GU R E  O F  S O M E T H IN G T H A T  H AP P E N E D -  

C E N T U R I E S   B E F O R E . "  

N O W,  WH A T D O E S  P E T E R  S A Y  TH A T  " S O M E T H I N G T H A T  

" H AP P E N E D  C E N T U R I E S  B E F O R E "  WA S ?  H E  S A Y S  TH A T TH E  —  

AR K  O F  N O AH ' S  T I M E  P R E F I G U R E D  TH E  D E A T H  O F  C H R IS T  O N  

O U R  B E H A L F .  A S  I N  T H E  F L O O D ,  S O  I N  T H E  D E A T H  O F  T H E  

R E D E E M E R ,  AL L  T H E  B I L L O WS  AN D  W A V E S  O F  D I V I N E  J U D G-  

M E N T R O L L E D  O VE R  TH A T  WH I C H  WI TH I N  I T S E L F  WA S  WI T H -  

O U T S IN .  IN  TH E  F L O O D  TH E  C R E A T IO N  W A S  B U R IE D  B E -  

N E A T H  J E H O V AH ' S  R I GH T E O U S  WR A T H ,  A N O  A T  TH E  C R O S S  —  

A L L  TH E  E S S E N T I A L  A S  WE L L  AS  TH E  GO V E R N M E N T A L  A N T A GO -  

N IS M  O F  GO D  TO  S I N  S WE P T  F O R T H  A N O  B R O K E  L IK E  A D E -  

S C E N D IN G D E L U G E  U P O N  T H E  P E R F E C T  A N D  S I N L E S S  S O N  O F  

GO D ,  A N D  GO D  TH E  S O N .  S P E AK IN G AN T I C IP A T I V E L Y  O F  

TH A T  H O U R  A N O   E N T E R IN G  I N TO  TH E  O R D A I N E D  AN GU I S H  O F
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TH E  C R O S S ,  TH E  S A V I O R  H IM S E L F ,  TH R O U GH  D A V I D  C R I E D  

O U T,  " A L L  TH Y  WA V E S  A N D  TH Y  B IL L O WS  A R E  GO N E  O V E R  

M E . "  P S A L M  4 2 : 7  F R O M  TH E  B E G I N N I N G GO D  H AD  B E E N  

P U R S U I N G S I N ,  A T  T H E  C R O S S  H E  C AM E  U P  W I TH  AN D  O V E R  

TO O K  S IN  IN  TH E  P E R S O N A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  I T B Y  

H I S  S O N .  TH E R E  TH E  F A T H E R  T U R N E D  H I S  B AC K  U P O N  H IM ,  

H I D  H IS  F AC E  F R O M  H IM ,  R E F U S E D  T O  L O O K  U P O N  H IM , AN D  

L E F T H I M  IN  TH E  S U N L E S S ,  S T A R L E S S ,  M ID - N I GH T O F  I N -  

F I N I T E  R E P U D I A T I O N ;  W I T H D R E W F R O M  H IM  H I S  E V E R Y  M AN -

IF E S T A T I O N  O F  F A T H E R L Y  L O V E ,  AN D  L E F T H IM  TO  

S IN K  U N D E R  A N D  B E  S WA L L O WE D  U P  B Y  T H E  E N D L E S S ,  M E AS -  

U R L E S S ,  B I L L O WS  O F  WR A T H ,  I N  WH I C H  E V E R Y  S U R G E  O F  

E VE R Y  WA V E  WA S  A D E E P E R  A N D  E V E R  D E E P E R  A GO N Y  O F  

H E L P L E S S  A N D  H O P E L E S S  D E S P A I R ,  B E C A U S E  H E  H AD  " M AD E  

H IM  WH O  K N E W N O  S I N ,  T O  B E  S I N  F O R  U S ;  T H A T  WE  M I GH T  

B E  M AD E  TH E  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  O F  GO D  I N  H I M . "  2  C O R .  5 :  

2 1 .  " F O R  C H R IS T A L S O  H A T H  O N C E  S U F F E R E D  F O R  S I N S  -  

TH E  J U S T F O R  TH E  U N J U S T ,  TH A T  H E  M I GH T B R I N G U S  TO  

GO D ,  B E I N G P U T  T O  D E A T H  I N  TH E  F L E S H ,  B U T QU I C K E N E D  

B Y  TH E  S P I R I T . "   1  P E T .   3 : 1 8  

N O W,  P E T E R  S A Y S  A L L  TH I S  WA S  T Y P IF I E D  IN  TH E  

O L D  T E S T AM E N T  B Y  T H E  F L O O D  O F  N O AH ' S  T I M E .  T H E N  H E  

S AY S  " TH E  L IK E  F I G U R E  WH E R E U N TO ,  E VE N  B AP T I S M  D O TH  

A L S O  N O W S A V E  U S ,  N O T  TH E  P U T T I N G  A W A Y  O F  TH E  F I L T H  

O F  TH E  F L E S H ,  B U T  TH E  A N S WE R  O F  A GO O D  C O N S C I E N C E  

TO WA R D  GO D ,  B Y  TH E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  J E S U S  C H R IS T . "  I N  

U N M IS T AK AB L E  L A N G U A GE  P E T E R  S A Y S  TH E R E  A R E  T WO  F I G -  

U R E S ,  O N E  L IK E  T H E  O TH E R .  TH I S  C A N  N O T B E  A VO I O E D ! !  

WH A T  A R E  T H O S E  T WO  F I GU R E S ?  TH E  F I R S T  O N E  I S  T H E  

S AL V A T I O N  O F  TH E  E I G H T S O U L S  I N  TH E  AR K ;  TH E  O TH E R  

I S  B AP T I S M .  B O TH  A R E  F I GU R E S .  M Y  O P P O N E N T C A N  N O T  

D E N Y  I T ,  B U T H E R E  I S  H IS  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N ,  " TH A T  S A L -  

V A T IO N  B Y  T H E  A R K  WA S  T Y P I C A L  O F  O U R  S AL V A T I O N  B Y  

B AP T I S M , "  TH O U GH  P E T E R  S AY S  TH A T  B O TH  A R E  F I GU R E S  -  

B U T  L E T ' S  S E E  H O W M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  I N T E R P R E T A T IO N  W I L L  

WO R K  O U T .  M R .  N E A L  M U S T K N O W TH A T  A T Y P E  M U S T A-  

GR E E  W I T H  T H E  AN T E - TY P E  I N  I T S  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  

TH E  TH I N GS  T Y P I F I E D ,  E L S E  TH E R E  IS  N O  R E S E M B L AN C E - ,  

L E T ' S  AP P L Y  TH I S  R U L E  T O  M R .  N E A L ' S  T Y P E ,  TH E  S A L V A-  

T I O N  O F  TH E  E I GH T  S O U L S  B Y  WA T E R ,  A N D  H I S  AN T E — T Y P E  

-  TH E  S A L V A T I O N  O F  TH E  P E N I T E N T  B E L I E V E R  B Y  B AP T I S M  

H E  S A Y ?  TH A T   I N  TH E  A N T E - T Y P E ,    B AP T I S M ,   P E O P L E  A R E
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S A VE D  B Y  B E I N G P U T  I N  T H E  WA T E R ,  B U T A N Y B O D Y  C AN  S E E  

TH A T  I N  TH E  F I R S T T Y P E ,  TH E  AR K ,  P E O P L E  WE R E  S A V E D  -  

B Y  B E I N G K E P T O U T O F  TH E  WA T E R .  S O  TH E  T Y P E  AN D  AN T E  

T Y P E  TH E O R Y  B R E AK S  D O WN .  B E T T E R  J U S T  L E T P E T E R  S A Y  

WH A T  H E  D O E S  S A Y ,  TH A T  TH E R E  AR E  T WO  T Y P E S ,  O N E  L IK E  

TH E  O TH E R .  TH E  F I R S T  B E I N G TH E  S A L V A T I O N  O F  8  S O U L S  

B Y  WA T E R  I N  N O AH ' S  T I M E ,  AN D  TH E  O TH E R  B E IN G B AP T I S M .  

3 AP T1 S M  I S  A F I GU R E ,  A P IC T U R E  O F  O U R  S AL V A T I O N  B Y  

C H R IS T ,  J U S T  A S  N O AH ' S  S A L V A T I O N  I N  TH E  AR K  WA S  A  

P I C T U R E  O F  S A L V A T I O N  T H R O U GH  TH E  D E A T H  O F  C H R IS T . T H E  

T R O U B L E  WI T H  , \ ! R .  N E A L  IS  T H A T H E  I S  S G T AK E N  U P  W I T H  

TH E  P IC T U R E  ( B AP T I S M )  TH A T  H E  D E P E N D S  O N  TH A T  I N -  

S T E AD  O F  TH E  S A V I O R  T H E  P IC T U R E  P O IN T S  TO .  

N O W,   H A V I N G AN S WE R E D  M Y  O P P O N E N T ' S  AR G U M E N T S  I  

W I L L  T E L L   Y O U  WH Y  I  D E N Y  T H A T  " B AP T I S M   TO   T H E  P E N I -  

T E N T  B E L I E V E R  I S  E S S E N T I A L  TO  H I S  S A L V A T IO N  F R O M  

P A S T  O R   AL I E N  S IN S . "  

1 .  B E C AU S E ,  AS  I  H A V E  S H O WN ,  N O N E  O F  T H E  P A S S A-  

GE S  C L A I M E D   F O R  TH I S   D O C T R I N E  R E A L L Y  T E A C H  I T .  

2 .  B E C AU S E  C H R I S T S A I D  N O T A WO R D  AB O U T B AP T I S M  

TO  N I C O D E M U S ,  T H O U GH  T H A T  M AN  O F  D I S T I N C T IO N  S O U GH T  

TH E  S A V I O R  O U T  T O  I N QU I R E  TH E  W A Y  O F  S A L V A T IO N .  J O H N  

3 : 1 - 1 8  I B E L I E V E  TH A T  M Y  L O R D  AN D  S A V I O R  TO L D  N I C O -  

D E M U S  T H E  T R U T H ,  T H E  WH O L E  T R U TH  A N D  N O T H I N G B U T  TH E  

T R U T H .   Y E T  H E  N E VE R  A S  M U C H  AS  M E N T I O N E D  B AP T I S M .  
 

3 .  B E C AU S E  J O H N ,  WH O  WR O T E  TH E  F O U R TH  GO S P E L  F O R  

TH E  V E R Y  P U R P O S E  O F  S H O WI N G M E N  H O W TO  B E  S A V E D ,  ( S E E  

J O H N  2 0 : 3 0 - 31 )  D O E S  N O T  N AM E  B AP T I S M  A S  A C O N D I T I O N -  

O F  S A L V A T I O N  AN Y WH E R E    I N  TH A T  E N T I R E  B O O K .  

4 .  B E C AU S E  P E T E R ,  WH E N  H E  WA S  S E N T O F  GO D  U N TO  

C O R N E L I U S  TO  T E L L  H IM  H O W TO  B E  S A V E D  ( AC T S  1 1 : 1 4 ) ,  

G A V E  T H IS  T E S T I M O N Y ,  " T O  H IM  G I V E  AL L  TH E  P R O P H E T S  

W I T N E S S ,  TH A T  T H R O U GH  H I S  N AM E  WH O S O E V E R  B E L I E V E T H  —  

O N  H IM  S H A L L  R E C E I V E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S . "  AC T S  1 0 : 4 3 .  

H E  D I D  N O T  S AY ,  " WH O S O E V E R  B E L I E V E T H  O N  H IM  A N D  I S  

B AP T I ZE D  S H A L L  R E C E I V E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S , "  B U T M E R E -  

L Y  AN D  O N L Y ,  " WH O S O E VE R  B E L I E V E T H  IN  H IM  S A L L  R E -  

C E I V E  R E M I S S I O N  O F  S IN S . "  I  B E L I E V E  TH A T  P E T E R  TO L D  

C O R N E L I U S  A N D  H I S  H O U S E H O L D  TH E  T R U T H ,  TH E  WH O L E
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T R U T H  AN D  N O TH I N G 9 U T TH E  T R U TH ,  Y E T  H E  D ID  N O T S A Y  

A  WO R D  AB O U T  B AP T I S M  B E I N G  E S S E N T I A L  T O  S A L V A T IO N .  

5 .  B E C AU S E  T H E  AR O U S E D  P H I L IP P I A N  J A I L O R  I N  AC T S  

1 6  AS K E D  A  P O IN T E D  QU E S T I O N  O F  P A U L  AN D  S T L AS ,  " S E R -  

V A N T S  O F  TH E  M O S T H I GH  GO D ,  WH IC H  S H O W U N TO  U S  TH E  

W A Y  O F  S A L V A T I O N  ( VE R . I7 ) ,  " S I R S ,  WH A T  M U S T I  D O  TO  

B E  S A V E O ?  AN D  TH E Y  S A I D ,  B E L I E V E  O N  TH E  L O R D  J E S U S  

C H R IS T  A N D  TH O U  S H A L T  B E  S A V E D ,  AN D  TH Y  H O U S E . "  AC T S  

1 6 : 3 0 -3 1 .  I  B E L I E V E  T H A T  P AU L  A N D  S I L A S  TO L O ,  T H A T  

AN X IO U S  S O U L  TH E  TR U T H ,  TH E  WH O L E  TR U T H ,  AN D  N O TH I N G  

B U T  TH E  T R U T H .  3 U T  TH E Y  D I D  N O T  N AM E  B AP T I S M  AS  A  

C O N D I T I O N  O F  S AL V A T I O N .  I C A N  N O T TH E R E F O R E ,  S A Y  A S  

D O E S  M Y  O P P O N E N T ,  TH A T  B AP T I S M  I S  E S S E N T I A L  TO  S A L -  

V A T IO N .  N E I T H E R  C AN  A N Y  R E A D E R ,  I F  TH A T  R E A D E R  B E -  

L I E V E S ,  AS  D I D  TH A T  U N F O R T U N A T E  G I R L ,  TH A T  " TH E S E -  

M E N  A R E  TH E  S E R V AN T S  O F  TH E  M O S T H I GH  GO D , WH I C H  S H O W 

U N TO  U S  TH E  WA Y  O F  S A L V A T IO N , "  AC T S  1 6 : 1 6 - 1 7 ,  O R  TH A T  

TH E Y  TO L D  TH I S  M AN  TH E  T R U TH .  

6 .  B E C AU S E  O F  T H E  F I N D IN G S  O F  T H E  F IR S T  GR E A T  

C H U R C H  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  R E C O R D ,  AS  F O U N D  I N  AC T S  1 5 : 1 -  

2 7  WH E N  P AU L  AN D  B A R N AB AS  H A D  GO N E  O U T F R O M  J E R U S A L -  

E M  AS  M I S S I O N AR I E S ,  P R E A C H IN G  TH E  GO S P E L  A N D  E S T A B —  

L I S H IN G C H U R C H E S ,  TH E Y  WE R E  F O L L O WE D  B Y  TH E  L E G A L I S -  

T I C ,  J U D A I Z I N G  T E A C H E R S  " WH O  T A U GH T  TH E  P E O P L E  AN D  

S A ID ,  E X C E P T  Y E  B E  C I R C U M C I S E O  AF T E R  T H E  M AN N E R  O F  

M O S E S ,  Y E  C A N  N O T  B E  S A V E D "  I T  S O U N D S  V E R Y  M O D E R N -  

I T  I S  A N  E X A C T C A S E  O F  TH E  P R E S E N T D AY  L E G A L I S T S  WH O  

S AY ,  " E X C E P T Y E  B E  B AP T I ZE D  AF T E R  TH E  M A N N E R  O F  O U R  

C H U R C H ,  Y E  C AN  N O T B E  S A V E D . "  P A U L  AN D  B AR N AB A S  H AD  

C O N S ID E R AB L E  D I S P U T A T I O N  WI T H  TH E S E  E AR L Y  P E R V E R T E R S  

O F  TH E  TR U TH ,  AN O  TH E  R E S U L T  W A S  T H I S  C H U R C H  C O N F E R  

E N C E .  TH E  F IN D I N GS  O F  TH IS  C O N F E R E N C E  WE R E  S U M M E D  U P  

I N  TH E  S T A T E M E N T T H A T  S A L V A T I O N  I S  B Y  GR AC E ,  TH R O U GH -  

F A I T H  ( V E R S .  8  AM D  1 1 ) ,  A N D  TH E R E F O R E  O N E  D O E S  N O T -  

H A V E  T O  B E  C I R C U M C I S E D  A N D  K E E P  TH E  L A W  O F  M O S E S  I N  

O R D E R  TO  B E  S A V E D .   S E E   V E R S .  2 3 - 2 7 .  

I T  D O E S  S E E M  TH A T  T H I S  S H O U L D  H A V E  E N D E D  F O R E V E R  

TH E  C O N TR O V E R S Y ,  TH A T  I T  S H O U L D  H A V E  F O R E VE R  S E T T L E D ,  

A L L  QU E S T IO N S  AS  T O  TH E  R E L A T I O N  O F  O R D IN A N C E S  TO  

S AL V A T I O N .  B U T ,  B E H O L D ,  TH E  L E G A L I S T I C ,  J U D A I Z I N G —  

C E R E M O N I A L  M IN D    I S  S T I L L  W I T H  U S ,   A N O  P R E AC H E R S  A N D
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S E C T S  K E E P  O N  P E R V E R T I N G T H E  GO S P E L  O F  GR A C E ,  T E AC H -  

I N G P E O P L E  TH E Y  M U S T  B E  B AP T I ZE D  IN  O R D E R  TO  B E  S A V-  

E D .  TH E R E  I S  N O  T R U T H  I N  S U C H  T E A C H I N G ,  I T  I S  A D E -  

S TR U C T I V E  D E N I A L  O F  TH E  WO R D  O F  GO D ,  A  S U B TL E ,  S O U L -  

O E S T R O Y I N G  H E R E S Y .  

7 .  B E C AU S E  TH E  M A TC H L E S S  AP O S T L E  P A U L  D E C L A R E S  I N  

AC T S  2 0 : 2 0 - 2 1 ,  " I K E P T B AC K  N O TH IN G T H A T  WA S  P R O F I T -  

AB L E  ( E S S E N T I A L )  U N T O  Y O U  ,  .  .  T E S T I F Y I N G  B O TH  TO  

J E WS '  AN D  GR E E K S ,  R E P E N T A N C E  TO WA R D  GO D  AN D  F A I T H  TO -  

W A R D  O U R  L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T . "  IF  B AP T I S M  IS  E S S E N —  

T I A L  T O  S A L V A T I O N ,  I T  M O S T  C E R T A I N L Y  WO U L D  H A V E  B E E N  

P R O F I T AB L E  TO  T H O S E  T O  WH O M  P AU L  T E S TJ F I E D .  TH E  V E R Y  

F AC T  TH A T  H E  D I D  N O T S O  M U C H  AS  M E N T I O N  B AP T I S M  IN  

TH I S  C O N N E C T IO N  P R O VE S  C O N C L U S I V E L Y  TH A T  B AP T I S M  H A S  

N O  P AR T O R  P AR C E L  IN  GO D ' S  P L AN  O F  R E D E M P T IO N  F R O M  

S IN .  

8 .  B E C AU S E  P A U L ,  WR I T I N G  U N D E R  T H E  D I R E C T I O N  O F  

TH E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  T O   T H E  C O R I N TH I A N  C H U R C H  S AY S ,  " IN  

C H R IS T  J E S U S    I    H A VE   B E GO T T E N  Y O U  TH R O U G H  TH E  GO S P E L "

9 .   

( I  C O R .  4 : 1 5 ) .  TO  TH I S  S AM E  C H U R C H  AN D  I N  TH I S  S AM E  

L E T T E R  H E  WR I T E S ,  " I T H AN K  GO D  I B AP T I ZE D  N O N E  O F  —  

Y O U ,  B U T  C R I S P U S  AN D  G A I U S  . . .  A L S O  T H E  H O U S E H O L D  O F  

S T E P H AN A S  J  B E S I D E S  I  K N O W N O T  WH E TH E R  I  B AP T I ZE D  AN Y  

O TH E R . "  I  C O R .  1 : 1 4 - 1 6  H E  S AY S  H E  H AD  " B E GO T T E N " TH E M  

" IN  C H R I S T J E S U S , "  Y E T T H A T  H E  TH A N K E D  G O O  H E  ,  H A D  

B AP T I ZE D  O N L Y  A F E W,  A N D  AD D S  " I K N O W N O T WH E TH E R  I  

B AP T I ZE D  AN Y  O TH E R , "  P A U L ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  D I D  N O T  A T T A C H  

TO  S AP T I S M  TH E  IM P O R T A N C E  T O  B AP T I S M  M Y  O P P O N E N T  

D O E S .  P AU L  C E R T A I N L Y  D I D  N O T  C O N S ID E R  B AP T I S M  E S S E N -  

T I A L  T O  S AL V A T I O N ,  E L S E  H O W C O U L D  H E  H A V E  TH A N K E D  —  

GO O  TH A T  H E  H AO  B AP T I ZE D  O N L Y  A F E W?  I T  WI L L  D O  N O  

GO O D  F O R  M Y .  O P P O N E M T T O  C O M E  B AC K  AN D  S AY  TH A T  O T H -  

E R S  B AP T I ZE D  TH E S E  C O R I N TH I A N S .    T H A T   I S   C O N C E D E D ,  B U T

P AU L  S AY S  TH A T  H E  H IM S E L F  WA S  T H E  O N E  WH O  H AD  " B E GO T  

T E N "  TH E M  " IN  C H R I S T J E S U S , "  T H A T H E  WA S  TH E  O N E  WH O  

H AD  P E R F O R M E D  A L L  T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  H U M AN  I N S TR U M E N T A L I -  

T Y  I N  T H E IR  S A L V A T IO N .  

TH E  R E A S O N  P A U L  A T T A C H E D  N O  S U C H   IM P O R T A N C E  T O  

B AP T I S M  A S  D O E S  M Y  O P P O N E N T   I S  F O U N D    IN  H IS  A C C O U N T  

O F  H IS  O WN  C O N V E R S IO N  TO  C H R I S T  AN D  C A L L  TO  A P O S T  

L E S H IP ,   AS  R E C O R D E D   IN  A C T S  2 6 : 1 2 - 1 9 .   N O T I C E  E S P E C I-
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A L L Y  VE R S E S  1 7  TO  1 9 .  H E  WA S  S E N T T O  TH E  GE N T I L E S  TO  

" O P E N  TH E I R  E Y E S ,  AN O  TO  T U R N  T H E M  F R O M  D AR K N E S S  T O  

L I GH T ,  AN D  F R O M  TH E  P O WE R  O F  S A T A N  U N TO  GO D ,  TH A T  

TH E Y  M AY  R E C E I V E  F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  S IN S ,  A N D  IN H E R I T A N C E  

AM O N G TH E M  TH A T AR E  S A N C T I F I E D  B Y  F A I T H  TH A T  IS  I N  

M E . "  H O W D ID  P A U L  U N D E R S T A N D  TH A T  T H E  GE N T I L E S  WE R E  

TO  R E C E I V E  TH E  F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  S I N S ,  AN D  IN H E R I T A N C E  

AM O N G TH E M  TH A T A R E  S AN C T I F I E D ?  B Y  F A I T H  IN  C H R I S T ! !  

TH A T  I S  WH A T  C H R I S T T O L D  P AU L .  C H R I S T D I D  N O T S AY  * *  

" B Y  F A I T H  TH A T  I S  IN  M E  AN D  B AP T I S M . "  S O  P AU L  U N D E R -  

S TO O D  F R O M  TH A T T I M E  O N WA R D  TH A T  TH E  GE N T I L E S  WE R E  

TO  R E C E I V E  F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  S I N S ,  AN D  IN H E R I T A N C E  A -  

M O N G TH E M  T H A T  AR E  S AN C T I F I E D ,  B Y  F A I T H  IN  C H R I S T  —  

P L U S  N O TH I N G ,  M IN U S  N O T H IN G .  S O  H E  S A Y S ,  " WH E R E F O R E ,  

O  K IN G A GR IP P A ,  I  W A S  N O T D I S O B E D I E N T T O  TH E  H E A V E N -  

L Y  V I S IO N . "  H O W C O U L D  P AU L ,  AF T E R  TH A T  V I S IO N ,  H A V E  

E VE R  AO O E O  B AP T I S M  TO  F A I T H  I N  C H R IS T  AS  A C O N O I T L O N  

O F  S A L V A T I O N ?  H O W C AN  M Y  O P P O N E N T D O  I T ?  H O W C A N  

AN Y  M AN  D O  I T ?  

TH I S   V I S I O N  TO  WH I C H  P AU L  WA S  N E V E R  D I S O B E D I E N T  

I S    I N  T H R E E  P AR T S ;  

1 .  H E  S A W A N D  H E AR D  TH E  P L E AD I N G C H R I S T .  T H A T  I S  

WH E N  H E  WA S  S A V E D ,  B O R N  A G A I N ,  A C C O R D I N G  TO  H IS  O WN  

T E S T IM O N Y    I N    I    C O R .    1 5 : 8  

2 .  H E  S A W TH E  C O N D I T I O N  O F  M E N  WH O  AR E  O U T O F  

C H R IS T  -  B L IN D ,    I N  T H E  D AR K  AN D  U N D E R  TH E  P O WE R  O F  

S A T A N .  

3 .  H E  S A W TH E  WA Y  O F  S A L V A T I O N  -  F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  

S IN S ,  AN D  I N H E R I T A N C E  AM O N G TH E M  TH A T  A R E  S AN C T I F I E D ,  

AN D  C H R I S T  T O L D  P A U L  TH A T  T H I S  S AL V A T I O N ,  TH I S  F O R -  

G I V E N E S S  C F  S I N S ,  A N D  I N H E R I T A N C E  AM O N G  TH E M  TH A T  

AR E  S A N C T I F I E O ,  I S  " B Y  F A I T H  T H A T I S  I N  M E . "  T H A T  

S E T T L E S  I T .  A T  H I S  C O N V E R S IO N  AN O  C AL L  TO  AP O S T L E * * *  

S H IP  C H R I S T  H IM S E L F  T O L D  P A U L  TH A T  " F O R G I V E N E S S  O F  

S IN S "  IS  B Y  F A I T H .  P A U L  C O U L D  N O T H A V E  B E E N  O B E D -  

I E N T  TO  TH A T  H E A V E N L Y  V I S IO N  AN D  T AC K  O N  B AP T I S M  AS  

A  C O N D I T I O N  O F  R E C E I V I N G  " R E M IS S IO N  O F  S IN S "  A S  M Y  

O P P O N E N T D O E S .  AN D  N O  O TH E R  M AN  C AN  B E  O B E D IE N T  T O  

TH E  H E A V E N L Y  V I S I O N  A N D  P R E AC H  B AP T I S M  A S  E S S E N T I  A L -  

TO  S A L V A T I O N .  
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H E N C E  P AU L  TH A N K S  GO D  TH A T  H E  H AD  8 AP T I Z« TO  O N L Y  A  

F E W -  Y E T  S AY S  TH A T  H E  H AD  " B E GO T T E N  T H E S E  C O R IN T H —  

I A N S  I N  C H R I S T J E S U S , "  -  TH A T  H E  H AD  B E E N  TH E  H U M AN  

I N S T R U M E N T A L I T Y  IN  T H E I R  B E IN G B O R N  A G A I N  ( TH E  WO R D  

" B E GO T T E N  I S  F R O M  TH E  S AM E  WO R D  TR A N S L A T E D  " B O R N  A-  

G A I N  IN  J O B N  3 : 5 ) ,  B U T H E  D ID  N O T B AP T I Z E  TH E M .  H O W  

AB O U T  TH I S ,  M Y  F R I E N D ?  IF  S A L V A T I O N  D E P E N D S  O N  B AP T -  

I S M ,  AS  M Y  O P P O N E N T C O N T E N D S ,  TH E N  P AU L  H IM S E L F ,  N O T  

S O M E  O TH E R ,  WO U L D  O F  N E C E S S I T Y  H A V E  B A P T I ZE D  E V E R Y  

O N E  WH O M  H E  H AD  " B E GO T T E N  I N  C H R I S T  J E S U S . "  B U T  H E  

D ID  N O T  B AP T I ZE  AN Y  O F  TH E M  E X C E P T  A F E W TH A T  H E  

N AM E S .  I T  T H E R E F O R E ,  F O L L O WS  TH A T  B AP T I S M  IS  N O T  E S -  

S E N T I A L  TO  S A L V A T I O N .  

9 .  B E C AU S E  TH E  B IB L E  T E AC H E S  TH A T  S AL V A T I O N  I S  A  

G IF T .  " IF  TH O U  K N E WE S T T H E  G I F T O F  GO D ,  AN D  WH O  I T  

I S  T H A T  S A I TH  TO  TH E E ,  G I V E  M E  T O  D R IN K ,  TH O U  WO U L D -  

E S T H A V E  A S K E D  O F  H IM  A N D  H E  WO U L D  H A V E  G I V E N  TH E E  

L I V I N G WA T E R . "  J O H N .  4 : 1 0  " TH E  WA G E S  O F  S IN  I S  - - - -  

D E A T H ;  B U T T H E  G I F T O F  GO D  I S  E T E R N AL  L IF E  TH R O U GH  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  O U R  L O R D , "  R O M .  6 : 2 3 .  " A N D  TH E  S P I R I T  &  

TH E  B R I D E  S AY ,  C O M E .  A N D  L E T H I M  TH A T  H E AR E TH  S A Y ,  

C O M E .  AN D  L E T  H IM  TH A T  I S  A TH I R S T  C O M E .  AN D  WH O S O E V-  

E R  WI L L ,  L E T H IM  T AK E  T H E  WA T E R  O F  L IF E  F R E E L Y . "  R E V.  

2 2 : 1 7  

I N  TH I S  L A S T P A S S A G E  WE  AR E  TO L D  TH A T  G O D  H AS  

T WO  A GE N T S  I N  TH E  WO R L D  E X T E N D IN G TH E  G O S P E L  I N V I T A -  

T I O N .  O N E  O F  TH O S E  A G E N T S  I S  TH E  H O L Y  S P IR I T .  H E  I S  

I N  TH E  WO R L D  TE L L IN G M E N  TO  C O M E  AN D  T AK E  TH E  W A T E R  

O F  L IF E  " F R E E L Y , "  T H A T  I S ,  AS  A G I F T .  B U T  WE  A R E  WA R N -  

E D ,  " B E L O V E D ,  B E L I E V E  N O T  E VE R Y  S P IR I T ,  B U T  T R Y  T H E  

S P IR I T S  WH E T H E R  TH E Y  B E  O F  GO D :  B E C A U S E  M AN Y  F A L S E  

P R O P H E T S  AR E  GO N E  O U T  IN T O  T H E  WO R L D . "  I J N O .  4 :  1 .  

AN Y  S P I R I T  TH A T  T E L L S  M E N  TO  S E E K  S A L V A T I O N  I N  AN Y  

O TH E R  WA Y  T H AN  A S  GO D ' S  F R E E  G I F T I S  A  F A L S E  S P IR I T .  

TH E  O T H E R  A GE N T  TH A T  GO D  H A S  I N  T H E  WO R L D  E X T E N D IN G-  

TH E   GO S P E L   I N V I T A T IO N   I S   " TH E  B R ID E ,    T H A T   I S  A  T R U E  

C H U R C H .   TH E  B R ID E ,    IN  E X T E N D I N G TH E  G O S P E L  I N V I T A -

T I O N ,  S A Y S  T H E  S AM E  TH I N G T H E  H O L Y  S P IR I T  I S  S A Y I N G ,  

" C O M E  AN D  T AK E  TH E  WA T E R  O F  L I F E  F R E E L Y , "  TH A T  IS  A S  

GO D ' S  F R E E  G I F T .  AN Y  T H IN G C A L L IN G I T S E L F  A C H U R C H  

O F  C H R I S T TH A T  T E L L S  P E O P L E  TH A T S A L V A T I O N  C AN  B E
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H AD   IN  A N Y  O TH E R  M A N N E R  TH AN  A S   GO D ' S   F R E E  G IF T  I S  

O N L Y  A F A L S E  A N D  WO U L D - B E  B R ID E  O F  C H R I S T ,   A N D    I S  N O  

C H U R C H  A T  A L L .  

IF  A N Y T H IN G O TH E R  T H AN  TH E  AC T  O F  R E C E I V I N G I T  

I S  R E Q U IR E D ,    TH E N  S A L V A T IO N   IS  N O T A  G IF T .   B U T GO D ' S '  

WO R D  AB U N D A N T L Y  T E A C H E S  TH A T  S A L V A T I O N   IS  A  G I F T -  

TH E R E F O R E   N O TH IN G,  O TH E R  TH A N  TH E  A C T O F  R E C E I V I N G -  

I T ,    I S  R E QU I R E D .  

TH E  R E C E I V I N G  AC T  I S  D E C L A R E D  IN  TH E  S C R IP T U R E S  

O V E R  AN O  O V E R  A G A I N  TO  B E  TH E  E X E R C I S E  O F  F A I T H  I N  

C H R IS T ,  R E AD  J O H N  1 ; 1 2 - I3 ;  3 : 1 4 - 1 8 , 36 ;  5 :24 ;  6 : 47 ;  20 :  

3 0 - 3 I;  AC T S  1 0 : 4 3 ;  1 3 : 3 8 -3 9 ;  1 6 : 3 0 - 31 ;  2 6 : 1 8 ;  R O M AN S  

1 : 1 6 - 17 ;  3 : 2 2 , 2 4 - 2 6 ;  4 :3 ;  5 ,  1 6 ;  5 : 1 ;  G A L .  3 : 6 , 8 - 9 ,  

1 4 ,  2 6 ;  E P H .  I: I3 ;  2 : 8 - 9 ;  P H I L IP P I A N S  3 : 9  

( E X P L A N A T I O N  O F  F IG U R E S :  TH E  F I R S T F I G U R E  AF T E R  

TH E  N AM E  O F  TH E  B O O K  IN D I C A T E S  TH E  C H AP T E R ,  TH E  C O L -  

U M N  ( : )  D I V I D E S  TH E  N U M D E R  O F  TH E  C H AP T E R  F R O M  TH E  

N E X T F I G U R E  WH I C H  IN D I C A T E S  TH E  N U M B E R  O F  TH E  V E R S E ,  

WH E R E  T WO  V E R S E S  O R  M O R E  AR E  T O  B E  H E AD  TO G E TH E R  T H E  

H Y P H E N  (  -  )  AP P E AR S .  WH E N  S E P AR A T E  VE R S E S  IN  T H E  

S AM E  C H AP T E R  AR E  TO  B E  R E A D  O N L Y  A C O M M A (  ,  )  IS  

U S E D .  WH E N  A N E W C H AP T E R  IS  T O  B E  I N T R O D U C E D  I T  I S  

S E P AR A T E O  F R O M  T H E  P R E V I O U S  R E F E R E N C E  B Y  A S E M I- C O L -  

O N  (  ;  )  

1 0 .  B E C AU S E  T H E  S C R I P TU R E S  C L E A R L Y  R E V E AL  TH A T  

GO D  H A S  N E V E R  H AO  B U T  O N E  WA Y  O F  S A L V A T IO N .  AL L  WH O  

H A V E  E V E R  B E E N  S A V E D ,  B E F O R E  TH E  C R O S S  O R  S IN C E ,  WE R E  

S A VE D  AC C O R D I N G TO  GO D ' S  O N E  A N D  O N L Y  P L AN  -  -  -  T H E  

B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T  A V A I L E D  O F  B Y  F A I T H .  B E F O R E  C H R I S T ' S  

D E A T H  O N  T H E  C R O S S  F A I T H  L O O K E D  F O R WA R D  TO  H IS  S AC R I-  

F I C E  F O R  TH E  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S I N S .  S IN C E  H E  D I E D  F A I T H  

L O O K S  B AC K  TO  TH A T  S A C R I F IC I A L  O F F E R I N G F O R  O U R  R E -  

D E M P T IO N .  I N  N O  H O U R  N O W GO N E  F O R E V E R  I N TO  T H E  T O M B  

O F  T I M E  H A S  AN Y  O N E  R E C E I V E D  R E M IS S IO N  O F  S IN S  B Y  —  

AN Y TH I N G O TH E R  TH A N  O R  I N  AD D I T I O N  T O  T H E  B L O O D  O F  

C H R IS T .  I N  N O  H O U R  TH A T  M AY  Y E T C O M E  F R O M  TH E  WO M B  

O F  T IM E  WI L L  AN Y  O N E  B E  S A V E D  I N  A N Y  O TH E R  W A Y ,  O R  -  

B Y  AN Y  O TH E R  M E A N S  TH A N  TH E  B L O O D  S H E D  O N  C A L V A R Y .  I N  

N O  L AN D  IN  AN Y  C L IM E  A T A N Y  T IM E  H AS  TH E R E  E V E R  B E E N  

O R  E V E R   S H A L L  B E  AN Y  H O P E  O F  H E A V E N  AP AR T  F R O M  O R  IN
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AD D I T I O N   T O   TH E   B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T .  

H E R E  I S  T H E  T R U TH  TO  L I V E  AN D  D I E  B Y .  I F  A M AN  

L I V E S  A N D  D I E S  N O T I N  TH E  H O P E  O F  TH I S  T R U TH ,  H E  

L I V E S  A N D  D I E S  IN  V A I N .  IF  A M A N  B U IL D S  N O T O N  TH I S  

F O U N D A T I O N ,  H E  B U IL D S  O N  S H IF T I N G ,  S I N K IN G S AN D S .  I F  

A M AN  D I E S  N O T I N  TH E  A S S U R A N C E  O F  TH I S  TR U T H ,  H E  

P I L L O WS  H IS  H E A D  I N  TH A T  D Y I N G  H O U R  U P O N  A S T O N E  

WH I C H  N O  H AN D  C A N  S M O O TH E  O R  S O F T E N .  I F  A  M AN  WA L K S  

N O T I N  T H E  L I G H T  O F  T H IS  T R U TH ,  H E  I S  G R O P IN G I N  A  

D R E A D F U L  D U N G E O N  WH O S E  WA L L S  AR E  C R E V I C E S  O F  C O N F U S -  

IO N  A N D  WH O S E  O N L Y  L I GH T  I S  A  S H A F T  O F  D E E P E S T  D AR K  

N E S S .  IF  A M AN  R E J O IC E S  N O T  IN  T H IS  T R U T H ,  H I S  E A R S  

AR E  D E AF  TO  TH E  S WE E T E S T  S TO R Y  E V E R  T O L D .  IF  A M AN  

R E L E G A T E S  TH E  C R O S S  T O  A  S E C O N D A R Y  P L AC E  IN  R E D E M P -  

T I O N ,    O R   AD D S   AN Y TH I N G  TO   TH E   B L O O D   O F  C H R IS T A S  A  

M E AN S   O F   S A L V A T IO N ,    H E    I S  A  B L I N D   L E A D E R   O F  TH E  - - -

B L IN D ,   E AD E D  S T R A I GH T  F O R  TH E  D I T C H  O F  D E S T R U C T I O N .  

TH E  B L O O D  O F  C H R I S T  I F  F U N D AM E N T A L ,  P R I M A L ,  P R E E M I-  

N E N T  AN D  E X C L U S I V E  I N  H U M AN  R E D E M P T I O N .  I T H A S  A L -  

W A Y S  B E E N  S O .   I T  WI L L  A L WA Y S  R E M A I N  S O .  

B E F O R E  I T 1 S  TO O  L A T E ,  C U T L O O S E  F R O M  A L L  TH E  

F A L S E  H O P E S  O F  M E N ,  T U R N  F R O M  S I N  AN D  S E L F  AN D  A L L  

S E L F - H E L P ;  C AS T Y O U R S E L F  WH O L L Y  O N  TH E  C H R I S T O F  

GO D ;  AN D ,  I F  N E E D  B E ,  GO  D O WN  I N TO  T H E  C H IL L Y  WA -  

T E R S  O F  D E A T H  AN D  I N TO  T H E  D I S M A L  T O M B ,  TH E N  U P  

F R O M  TH E  GR A V E  A N D  I N T O  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  GO D  S I N G I N G 

" M Y  H O P E  I S  B U I L T  O N  N O TH I N G L E S S  

TH A N  J E S U S '  B L O O D  A N D  R I G H T E O U S N E S S ;  

I  D A R E  N O T  T R U S T  T H E  S WE E T E S T  F R AM E ,  

B U T  WH O L L Y  L E A N  O N  J E S U S '  N AM E .  

H I S  O A T H ,  H IS  C O V E N AN T ,  H I S  B L O O D ,  

S U P P O R T  M E  I N  TH E  WH E L M IN G F L O O D ;  

WH E N  A L L  A R O U N D  M Y  S O U L  G I V E S  WA Y ,  

H E  TH E N  I S  A L L  M Y  H O P E  A N D  S T A Y .  

WH E N  H E  S H AL L  C O M E  WI T H  T R U M P E T  S O U N D ,  
O ,  M AY  I   TH E N  IN  H IM  B E  F O U N D ;  
D R E S S E D  I N  H I S  R I GH T E O U S N E S S  A L O N E ,  
F AU L T L E S S  T O  S T A N D  B E F O R E  H IS  TH R O N E . "  



B IB L E  WO R D S  U S E D  TH E  B IB L E  WA Y .  

( E VE R Y  WO R D  QU O T E D  A N D  U S E D  A S  I N  T H E  B IB L E )  

" J E S U S  C H R I S T  O F  TH E  S E E D  O F  D A V I D  .  .  "  

" D I E D  F O R  O U R  S I N S  .  .  "  

" WA S  B U R I E D  . . . "  

" R O S E  A G A I N  .  .  .  »  

" AL I V E  F O R E V E R M O R E  . . . "  

" GO D  H A TH  M AD E  H IM  B O TH  -  

L O R D  A N D  C H R I S T . "  

" B E L I  E V E   TH A T   J E S U S   I S  T H E  C H R I S T  T H E  

S O N  O F  GO D . "  

 

" R E P E N T   . . . . .    F O R   T H E   R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  

 

" B E  B AP T I ZE D   .    .    F O R  TH E  R E M I S S IO N  O F  S IN S . "  

 

" H E  T H A T  B E L I E V E TH  

AN D    I S   B AP T I ZE D  

S H A L L  B E  S A V E D . "  

 

" TH E  L O R D  

AD D E D  TO   T H E  C H U R C H   .  .  

S U C H  A S   S H O U L D  B E  S A V E D . "  

" TH E  D I S C I P L E S  WE R E  C A L L E D  C H R I S T I A N S "  

" G L O R IF Y  GO D   I N  T H IS  N AM E . "  

" U P O N   TH E    F I R S T  D A Y  O F   T H E  WE E K   TH E  D I S -  

C IP L E S  C AM E  TO G E TH E R  TO  B R E AK  B R E A D . "  

" TH E  C O N T I N U E D   S T E A D F AS T L Y  I N  

TH E  AP O S T L E S '  D O C T R I N E . "  

 

" L I V E  

S O B E R L Y ,    R I GH T E O U S L Y ,  GO D L Y . "  

" TH E  C H U R C H E S  O F  C H R IS T  S A L U T E  Y O U . "  



H E AR  D A I L Y  B R O AD C A S T S  

 

O F  

TH E  B IB L E  W A Y  

F R O M  

K  L  C  N  -  B L Y TH E V I  L L E ,   AR K . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 2 0  

WE E K D AY S :  -  1 2 : 1 5  -  1 2 : 3 0  

S U N D A Y S :  -      2 : 3 0  -  3 : 1 5  

O S C AR    L .  H AY S  

E V AN G E L I S T  

 

 

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  

 

C H U R C H E S  O F  C H R I S T 

I  N  

N . E .  A R K . , S . E .  M O . ,  W. T E N N .  

T E A C H IN G:  

O N E  GO D       -      O N E  L O R D     -      O N E  S P IR I T  

O N E  H O P E     -      O N E  F A I T H .  

O N E  B O D Y  

( TH E  C H U R C H )  

O N E  B AP T I S M  

( E P H .  4 : 4 - 6 ;    1 : 2 2 , 2 3 )  


