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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Prelude                     Give Me Jesus          Marques Garrett         

Opening Hymn              We Have Come into His House               #245 (LEVAS)  

 

The Welcome 

The Collect: Loving God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of 

slavery, and made them free at last: Grant that your Church, following the 

example of your prophet Martin Luther King, may resist oppression in the 

name of your love, and may secure for all your children the blessed liberty of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
                                  

The First Reading                     Exodus 3:7-12 

The Response                  Psalm 77:11-20 

The Second Reading                                  Ephesians 6:10-20       

Hymn     There Is a Balm in Gilead (3)              #203 (LEVAS) 

The Gospel                  Luke 6:27-36    

Speaker                                     Evangelist Antara R. Haggins 

   

The Thanksgiving of National Life 
 

Leader  Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty 

and beauty of this land, and for women and men who remind us of our 

responsibility to conserve and protect the precious resources of the earth. 
 

People Help us to conserve your bounty 

Leader We thank you for the women and men who have made this country strong and 

have reminded us of the equality that should exist among all human beings. 

They are models for us, though we often fall short of them. 

People We ask you to inspire and challenge us.  

Leader  We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has 
drawn people from every nation, though we have often hidden from its light. 

People  We ask you to enlighten and renew us. 

Leader We thank you for the diversity of people and faith that have enriched this land 
and that a spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood may overthrow the demonic 
power of racism, sexism, homophobia, classism, and religious persecution. 

People We thank you Lord and ask that you forgive our shortcomings and 
strengthen us to build a beautiful city, nation, and world where peace and 
justice flow like rushing water. 



Leader Help us, O Lord, to finish the work of your servant Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

help us, strengthen our efforts to destroy injustice, ignorance, prejudice and  

to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all humankind with 

one voice give glory to thee, Our Creator. 

People Amen.          

The Offertory  

The Offertory Hymn                             Lift Every Voice and Sing          LEVAS 1 

The Doxology 

Closing Prayer & Blessing 

Closing Hymn                                     God of Our Fathers        HYMNAL 718 

Postlude                                            Talk About a Child that Loves Jesus            Calvin Fuller 

Reception                        Hosted by the Rector’s Guild of St. Augustine’s Church        Parish Hall  
 

 

Evangelist Antara Rashida Haggins, 

Womanist Traumatologist 

Sister Antara Rashida is a child of God filled with gratitude and grace 

for all that the Lord has done for her and His choosing her for this 

race.  She is a triumphant parent of two beautiful daughters and 

grandmother of a precious 16-month-old baby girl.  She is a survivor 

of multiple traumatic events, which include womb wounds that only 

God could heal with the support of therapy and coaching. 

As a Womanist Traumatologist, she unearths the language of pain to dismantle 

intergenerational trauma in the lives of families to bring healing to their lineage and 

hopes to their legacy through Restoring the Remnant.  Restoring the Remnant is a 

ministry, also known as a Health Spa, to help people be refreshed, rejuvenated, and 

restored through trauma healing groups, retreats, and community workshops addressing 

areas such as intimate partner violence, sexual abuse, grief, church hurt, and 

intergenerational trauma.  

Antara is a recent graduate of New York Theological Seminary, earning a Master of Arts 

in Youth Ministry. She is the founder of The Traumatology Center, which is addressing 

the global Pandemic Traumatic Stress Disorder that is occurring in people all over the 

world. She offers 1:1 trauma coaching sessions, conducts community workshops, 

facilitates global trauma healing groups, and spreads the Good News as an Evangelist 

in the church and marketplace. Her favorite scripture is Romans 8:18 “For the suffering 

of this world cannot be compared to the glory which shall be revealed.” 

The MLK Day Service is also supported by  

DEWITT REFORMED CHURCH  
280 RIVINGTON STREET  

NEW YORK, NY 10002  

 



Martin Luther King, Jr., (January 15, 1929-April 4, 1968) was an 
American Baptist minister and activist who became the most visible 
spokesperson and leader in the civil rights movement from 1954 until 
his death in 1968. Born in Atlanta, GA, King is best known for 
advancing civil rights through nonviolence and civil disobedience 
tactics, that his Christian beliefs and the nonviolent activism of 
Mahatma Gandhi helped inspire. In 1954, Martin Luther King became 
pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Always a strong worker for civil rights for members of his race, King 

was, by this time, a member of the executive committee of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, the leading organization of its kind in the nation. In 1957 
he was elected president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an organization 
formed to provide new leadership for the now burgeoning civil rights movement. In the 
eleven-year period between 1957 and 1968, King traveled over six million miles and spoke 
over twenty-five hundred times, appearing wherever there was injustice, protest, and action; 
and meanwhile, he wrote five books as well as numerous articles. In these years, he led a 
massive protest in Birmingham, Alabama, that caught the attention of the entire world, 
providing what he called a coalition of conscience and inspiring his “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail”, a manifesto of the Negro revolution; he planned the drives in Alabama for 
the registration of Negroes as voters; he directed the peaceful march on Washington, D.C., of 
250,000 people to whom he delivered his address, “l Have a Dream”, he conferred with 
President John F. Kennedy and campaigned for President Lyndon B. Johnson; he was 
arrested upwards of twenty times and assaulted at least four times; he was awarded five 
honorary degrees; was named Man of the Year by Time magazine in 1963; and became not 
only the symbolic leader of American blacks but also a world figure. 

At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest man to have received the 
Nobel Peace Prize. When notified of his selection, he announced that he would turn over the 
prize money to the furtherance of the civil rights movement.  

On the evening of April 4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in Memphis, 
Tennessee, where he was to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking garbage workers 
of that city, he was assassinated. 

Fifty-five years after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., St. Augustine’s Church 
commemorates his legacy by fulfilling King’s call for a revered community. St. Augustine’s 
Historic Slave Galleries serve as a reminder of the early stories of segregation and how “black 
churches” produced leaders of the Civil Rights Movement. Today, St. Augustine’s Church 
continues to play a role in changing our society. We actively seek to enhance spirituality and 
community while we continue to honor our history/ministry and empower our future.  

Glory and Honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
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Thank You! 


