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h a y d e n  w e a r s  j e a n s  a n d  p u l l o v e r  b y  G a s ; 
t - s h i r t  b y  A l p i n e s t a r s ;  w a t c h  b y  T i s s o t ; 
n e c k l a c e ,  h a y d e n ’ s  o w n

82 otoGP is inherently romantic. Racers—and 
their million-dollar machines—fly around the 
world to compete on legendary tracks in the 

most exotic locales. The only thing louder than the 
bikes themselves is the din of the roaring fans; like the 
rowdy spectators at a European soccer match, they’re 
cloaked in the flags of their respective countries with 
faces painted like primordial hunters. Scantily clad 
models strut around the paddock, oftentimes hoisting 
umbrellas for the riders, eliciting catcalls in at least 
a half-dozen languages from passers-by. It’s one of 
the highest-paying, sexiest sports on the planet, but 
despite all the glitz and glamour, the men behind 
MotoGP work hard, train hard and focus on one 
singular goal: winning.

In 2006, the MotoGP world champion was Kentucky native 
Nicky Hayden. Born into a family of racers, Hayden has the 
sport in his blood. Both Earl and Rose, Hayden’s parents, 
used to race, and they raised their five kids to do the same. 
Hayden, along with his two brothers, Tommy and Roger, 
rose through the ranks of domestic road racing, including 
superbikes, for which Hayden won the championship in 
2002. However, it was always the elite world of MotoGP 
that Hayden dreamed of. It’s regarded as the Formula One 
of motorcycle racing; winning a championship is akin to a 
mountaineer conquering Everest. 

The path to MotoGP supremacy was a long one for Hayden. 
For the sake of brevity, let’s just say the man trains…a lot. 
His grueling regimen is that of an Olympic athlete, com-
plete with a team of dedicated trainers, not to mention the 
support of world-class sponsors like Honda, Red Bull and 
Alpinestars. It’s an entourage hell-bent on making both 
Hayden and his 800cc machine a winning combination.

M

M o t o G P  s t a r  N i c k y  H a y d e n  w a n t s  t o 
r u l e  t h e  s e x i e s t  s p o r t  i n  t h e  w o r l d

t e x t  &  p o r t r a i t

D U S T I N  A .  B E A T T Y

SPEED
RACER



e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r , 
h a y d e n  r o d e  a n 
i n a u g u r a l  l a p  a t  t h e 
i n d i a n a p o l i s  m o t o r 
s p e e d w a y  n o t  o n l y 
o n  h i s  g p  b i k e ,  b u t 
a  v i n t a g e  i n d i a n 
r e p l e t e  w i t h  v i n t a g e 
r a c e  a t t i r e  t o  b o o t . 
s e p t .  1 4  m a r k s  t h e 
f i r s t - e v e r  m o t o g p 
r a c e  a t  i n d i a n a p o l i s .

i m a g e s

B R I A N  J .  N E L S O N

MotoGP racers need all the help they can get; it’s a team 
effort to take the checkered flag, and even the most min-
ute issues with a GP bike can cost a racer a place on the 
podium. This summer at Donington, the Honda team’s big-
gest concern was fuel consumption. Hayden was on a new 
machine that is regulated by extremely strict guidelines. 
After the first lap, a warning light went on, and while the 
bike wasn’t in critical condition, the threat of a mechanical 
failure can mess with a rider’s head. Hayden ended up tak-
ing seventh place. 

Despite those early hang-ups, 2008 definitely seems like 
the year for Hayden to iron out the kinks on his new 
bike. With little downtime between each race, his team 
scrambles to find the perfect tire combination, fuel ratios 
and overall design that will slice seconds off his lap time. 
With the right regimen, focus and an impeccable team 
behind him, Hayden is poised to win the inaugural Red 
Bull Indianapolis GP in September and eventually regain 
that cherished title: world champion of the sexiest sport on 
the planet. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  v i s i t 
n i c k y h a y d e n . c o m  a n d  r e d b u l l i n d i a n a p o l i s g p . c o m .

i t ’ s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  f o r m u l a  o n e  o f 
m o t o r c y c l e  r a c i n g ;  w i n n i n g  a  c h a m p i o n -
s h i p  i s  a k i n  t o  a  m o u n t a i n e e r  c o n q u e r i n g 
e v e r e s t .
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