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Organic and Weeks Act

•In the Organic Act of 1897 and the Weeks 
Forestry Act of 1911, Congress authorized 
the States to retain jurisdiction over National 
Forests. 

•16 U.S.C. 
•30 Stat. 36 
•30 Stat. 963 
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Needful Buildings Clause

• “Needful Buildings” clause of Article 1, Sec. 
8, Clause 17 of the Constitution for the 
United States does not include Forests and 
Parklands. 

• Collins vs. Yosemite Park and Curry Co. 



State Environmental Requirements

•Congress has made all federal property, 
including federal enclaves, subject to State 
environmental requirements and the power to 
enforce State environmental laws includes the 
power to enforce criminal provision of those 
laws. 

•• 133 Mil. L. Rev. 249, 278 (1991) 



Federal Officer Jurisdiction

•A federal officer who is outside his jurisdiction 
loses his law enforcement authority and can 
make only a “citizens arrest”. 

•People vs. Crusilla, 77 Cal. App.4th 141, 91 
(1999) 



State Criminal Laws Authorized 
on Immigrant Stations

•In 1952, Congress gave criminal 
jurisdiction to the States over “Immigrant 
Stations” to enable them to “Preserve the 
peace and make arrests for crimes under 
the laws of the States.

• People v. Materon, 107 A.D. 2d 408 N.Y.S. 
2d 334 (1985)



Retrocession of federally managed properties

• The Act of May 9, 1941, 55 Stat. 183, codified at 43 
U.S.C. 931a, authorized the Attorney General to 
retrocede jurisdiction over roads across federal 
properties. The Act of October 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 
1129, codified at 40 U.S.C. 319, extended this power 
to executive agency heads generally (Secretary level).



Retrocession of federally managed properties

• In 1970 Congress Authorized Federal Agencies 
again to retrocede jurisdiction over lands: 

• In 1976 the Secretary of the Interior obtained 
retrocession authority with respect to National 
Parks. 

• In 1978 the Secretary of Agriculture was added 
as well. 
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United States Attorney Manual

•US Attorneys – USAM – Title 9 – Sec. 665 

•“Determining Federal Jurisdiction” 

•“The United States has jurisdiction only if the 
land or building is within the special territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States.” 



United States Attorney Manual

•“If the land is other than a military base, the 
regional counsel's office of the General 
Services Administration usually has the 
complete roster of all Federal lands and 
buildings in its region and can frequently 
provide a definitive answer to jurisdiction.” 



United States Attorney Manual

•“Each United States Attorney would be well 
advised to request from each agency within 
the district a report on the jurisdictional 
status claimed for each of its facilities and 
assurance that documentation is available.” 





Proprietorial Interest Only

•Proprietorial Interest Only (Category 4) is the 
jurisdictional category approximately 97%+ of 
our federally managed lands in are held 
under. For instance, in Arizona the federal 
government manages 32,538,189 
acres, Proprietorial Interest Only (Category 
4) is 31,803,194 acres.
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State of Arizona
Senate

Thirty-fourth Legislature 
Second Regular Session

1980
Senate Bill 1012
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