
 

 

Good News Journal  September  2025 

 St. John Lutheran Church of Cat Spring  

480 Ross Street Cat Spring Texas   78933   979-865-5444     www.stjohncatspring.org 

  SUNDAY  WORSHIP  SERVICE  SCHEDEULE 

 9:00 am Adult Summer Sunday School   10:00 am Worship Service  /Children’s Church 

Patience in Christ 

 

One of the most difficult virtues to practice in our fast-moving world is patience. We live in a 

culture that values instant results—instant messages, instant answers, instant gratification. 

Yet, Scripture reminds us again and again that patience is not only necessary, it is part of the 

fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). 

When we look at the life of Jesus, we see patience at every turn. He patiently taught His disci-

ples, even when they misunderstood Him. He patiently welcomed crowds, even when He was 

weary. He patiently endured suffering, humiliation, and the cross—out of love for us. His ex-

ample reminds us that patience is not simply waiting, but waiting with trust and hope in 

God’s timing. 

To have patience in Christ means to rest in the promise that God is at work, even when we 

cannot see it. It means believing that delays are not denials, but opportunities to grow in faith. 

It means offering grace to others when they fall short, just as Christ offers grace to us. 

As we face daily frustrations, challenges, and seasons of waiting, let us remember the words 

of Psalm 27:14: “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the 

Lord!” With Christ, we can wait with confidence, knowing that His love never fails and His 

purposes will always be fulfilled. 

 

Devotional Thought 

Take a deep breath today and invite Christ into your waiting. Whisper this prayer: 

“Lord Jesus, teach me to trust in Your timing. Give me patience to love others as You love 

me, and strength to wait with hope in Your promises. Amen.” 

 

 

Your Sister in Christ,  

 

Robin Haugen  



 

 



 

 



 

 

9-2 Herbert and Elrose Kollatschny  

9-5 James and Shirley Hering  

9-10 Matt and Jill Thielemann  

9-15 Heath and Paula Wendt  

9-1 Kim George  

9-3 Danny Hengst  

        Donald Zaskoda 

9-4 Jerry Henneke  

9-7 Christy Ordner  

9-7Jennifer Brandes  

9-8 Carla Reichardt  

9-12 John Simpson  

9-14 Linda Petras  

9-15 Laurie Eckhardt  

9-15 Sherry Barr  

9-17 Rita Zaskoda  

9-17 Ruth Walker  

9-18 Molly Dittert 

9-21 Jennifer Logan  

9-24 Delores Dittert  

9-24 Frank Surovcak  

9-24 Calli Gray  

9-28 Kaston Tipp  

9-29 Jheri Sell  MEMBERS IN OUR CARE  

Sealy Avir                                               

Delores Dittert                                     

Katherine Ludwig                         

Argent Court –Brenham                

Carrie Froebel                                                                    

HOMEBOUND:                                 

Katherine Washburn  

Prevailing Prayer List 

James and Carol Wenzel                

Ronnie and Bonnie Smith 

Deana Keller 

Roy Dierschke  

Carolyn Rash  

Mike Rankin 

Carol Smith 

Nic Norboge 

Emily Drymala  

 Kendall Manna  

Alfred Tomasek  

Tristan 

Jerry Henneke  

 Theresa Luetge 

Zachary Schulke  

Kathy Painchaud 

William Hegemeyer 

Sara Wit 

MaryAnn Inglish 

Val Kite 

Victor Smith 

Charlotte Reichert 

Hope Griffin 

Brian Dahl 

Bubba Bencal 

Nathan Schulke 

Kathy Weiss 

Shirley Hering 

Carol Smith 

Rebecca Rabon 

Steve Lackey 

Neely Faye Grawunder 

 

Worship Attendance 

Date  In Person  Online Views 

8-3  46   - 

8-10  66   367 

8-17  37   - 

8-24  60   390 



 

 

Hello -  

The next WELCA meeting will be the 25th of 

September at 6p in the Fellowship Hall with a 

"light dinner". 

Our goal is to supply 24 kits this year and we are 

asking that whole kits be sponsored. The list is to 

the left. . Or if you prefer to give cash and some-

one else do the shopping please give your cash or 

check (made out to WELCA) to Gwen Reichardt. 

We will assemble the school kits then for LWR. 

Any questions, please feel free to talk with 

Jheri or Pauline :) 

          School  Kit List  

FOUR 70-sheet note-

books of wide or college-

ruled paper, 8"x 10 ½" ; 

no loose leaf paper 

ONE 30 centimeter ruler 

or ruler with centimets on 

one side and inches on 

the other 

ONE pencil sharpener 

ONE pair of blunt           

scissors (safety scissors 

with embedded steel 

blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 

pencils with erasers;         

secure together with rub-

ber band 

FIVE black or blue ball-

point pens (no gel ink); 

secure together with        

rubber band 

ONE box of 16 or 24 

crayons 

The St John Handbells  

have  resumed  practice on                                         

Monday’s  at 4:00 pm                    

Next practice is 9-8-25 

 So, now is the time to come 

join the bell choir!   

Anyone is welcome,  

The schedule for                                       

September for the            

St. John Singers is as                      

follows: 

Practice, 9:00 am, is        

September 7, 14 and  will 

perform during worship on  

September 21. 

Please come join us ! 

The St John Scholarship                 
Committee                                               

is proud to announce that Avery 
Dittert and Rylan Reichardt 
met all the requirements to         

received scholarship funds for 
the Fall 2025 semester. They 
are both in their sophomore 

year at Texas A&M.  

 Gig 'Em!  

 

 

Senior Service is 
returning  

 September 17th 
11:00 am  

End of Summer 
Picnic!!! 

Everything you 
dreamed of,            

except the ants ! 

Sandwiches and 
Salads galore ! 

Food and Fun  

   Save the 
Date ! 



 

 

St. John Lutheran Church – Cat Spring  Council Meeting 

   August 11, 2025  Page 1 of 2 

Call to order: By Robin Haugen at 5:36     p.m. 

Opening Devotional: Don Allphin 

Members Present: Robin Haugen, Mary O’Neal, Tim Brune, Doug Neva, Laurie Eckhardt  

Members Absent: Malcolm Dittert 

Guests – Don Allphin, Christa Klar, Cheryl Mellethin, Lacy Dittert 

Adoption of Agenda – Yes 

Minutes for final approval –June approved per email, Yes Approved 

Treasurer Report: Looking for options to move money from ELCA to another place.  Laurie will look into the steps nec-

essary to move the monies and place in another fund.  Maybe Thrivent. Will present something to congregation as we 

get closer to making the move. 

We have excess money sitting in the checking account for the church.  Laurie suggested we place the monies into CD at 

Citizen State Bank in Sealy.  Decision was made to move 100,000. To a 6 month CD and another 100,000 to a 9 month 

or 12 month CD whichever Laurie thinks has the best interest rate.  Motion made by Doug Neva, 2nd by Robin Haugen. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Pastor Report – Good participation in the congregation meetings with the different synods, good fellowship and great 

food!!  This is going to allow us to make an informed decision on which synod to go with.  

Committee Reports 

     Youth (LYO) – Youth had a great time at Splashway and see attached for all the fun things the youth are doing!! 

     Cemetery Report – Lots of rain and lots of mowing! 

     House and Grounds – The bench at the church will be fixed on the morning of September 6th.  The same day as the 

wedding.   

There is an issue with the air conditioning unit that controls the kitchen.  Doug is having that looked at this week. 

Old Business:  Research committee:  Has given us a new schedule to follow now that we know the date The Bishop has 

acknowledged he received our letter July 9, 2025.  Therefore our 90 days will be  October 7th.  We have scheduled our 

Final vote for October 19, 2025.  We must schedule the Bishop for one more visit before our vote and Robin is working 

on getting that scheduled. She has emailed Tracy, the new bishop, for a date and not heard back from her.   

Playground:  We have a bid from Reichardt Construction, which Council voted to give him the entire job of fixing up the 

playgrounds.  Hopefully soon we will have an area we can all enjoy looking at and watching the youth play!  Motion to 

accept the bid: 1st Laurie, 2nd Tim all approved.  Yes 

See page 2 of 2 next page 



 

 

                      St. John Lutheran Church-Cat Spring 
                      Council Meeting Minutes  

    August 11 , 2025  Page 2 of 2 

New Business:  We had 400.00 which was donated to the church for the Relief fund for Kerr County.  Laurie will check with the 

Bellville Police Department to see where the best place is to send the monies. 

We were asked to donate to the Waco Fire Fighter Honor Guard to benefit Emily Bounds.   See attached letter from Jheri Sell.  

Council approved $250.00   Motion made:  1st Mary 2nd Doug all approved YES                 

September Council Assignments: 

September 7:  Doug 

September 14: Mary 

September 21: Tim       Noisy Offering will go to Quilters 

September 28: Laurie  

Approve the Calendar: 1st Robin 2nd Laurie all approved, YES   

Future Agenda Items:  

Meeting adjourned 6:44  p.m. 

Close with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary T. ONeal 

 



 

 

  Where we’ve been  

           PAGE 1 

Where we are going 

Page 2 

Please find full size copies of the  

ELCA Disaffiliation Timeline                                    

in the narthex of the church . 


