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SHOWING KINDNESS (Part 2) 

(CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH) 

Despite my friendôs health problems, he was very fortunate in having a first cousin who took him under her wing and 

showed him that neighborly love. You see, he was an only child, his parents were dead, and he suffered broken bones from 

a bad fall. After a long hospital stay this cousin took him in and nursed him to full recovery. He got well enough where he 

was able to go back to work. And then he came down with cancer. 

This time the cousin again took him in, but when it got too difficult, he went to a nursing home. The cousin made sure that 

his bills were paid, and her children took care of his livestock. He also had rent property and the cousin, and her children 

made sure all of that was taken care of as well. They just stepped up and took care of his business. Real kindness! 

Now going back to the funeral. Since my friend presumably didnôt have any church connections, I pondered if there would 

be anyone to say a few words of comfort about the deceased. I didnôt see any of the local ministers, however, a layman 

from Cat Spring delivered the following message. 

Message in Psalm 23 

For centuries the 23rd Psalm has been one of the most treasured passages in Holy Scripture. 

It is among the most familiar, so much so that even people who are not religious or very knowledgeable about scripture 

recognize these words. 

God is frequently described in the Bible as being like a shepherd who cares for and tends to a flock of sheep. 

Most of us have a country background, and it should be relatively easy for us to pull up a mental picture of a flock of sheep 

being cared for by a shepherd. 

A shepherd uses the rod to ward off evil and to direct the sheep as they walk. The staff with its large hook on the end serves 

to support the sheepôs body when it crosses a dangerous ditch or gets stuck in a bush. The Lord protects, guides, and sup-

ports us in the same way. 

He does not send us through the dark valley with a promise to meet us again on the other side. He goes with us every step 

of the way. 

A second image in the 23rd Psalm to which I would call your attention is this: ñthou preparest a table before me in the pres-

ence of mine enemies.ò 

This reminds me of a story told by an old vet who had lots of interesting stories. This took place during WWI in Germany 

and occurred on Christmas day. They had been fighting hard for days and things were pretty much at a standstill, and all 

was quiet. Later that morning, the Germans raised a white flag. 

As they approached our lines, the officers talked, and it was decided that they would put their food together to celebrate 

Christôs birth. 

The old vet said after that, it was hard to go back to fighting the next day because of what they had shared. 

He said that he had a glimpse of a time in the future when all of them would be together in heaven and their earthly con-

flicts would disappear. 
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The third image in the 23rd Psalm which I would lift-up today is this: ñsurely goodness and mercy will follow me all 

the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the lord forever.ò At the end of our life on earth we want to be with 

God forever. In baptism we are made members of the household of God, and our destiny is made secure through our 

faith in Jesus Christ. Sometimes the journey is filled with joy, and sometimes it is very sad and lonely. 

Yet the promise that God has already given us eternal life with him, sustains us in our journey and gives substance to 

our hope. 

The goodness and mercy that follow us are not something we achieve for ourselves. It comes to us by what Jesus Christ 

did on the cross and his resurrection. And itôs called Grace, given to us freely if we choose to accept it. 

Were it not for Godôs forgiveness, our sins and mistakes would quickly disqualify us for eternal life, but with God there 

is goodness and mercy. Our life on earth and our life with God forever are the product of his grace alone. 

As a result, the goodness and mercy of God will follow us all the days of our life, giving us broad latitude to work 

through our grief and sorrow and forgiveness for our mistakes. 

For it is not Godôs will that anyone living, or dead be separated from Him forever. Amen 

Dear Heavenly Father help us as we turn the page in the new life of this congregation, and You will take us by the hand 

and lead us through the call process. And guide us to the right pastor, (he, or she), who will continue to teach us that 

God loves the people of the world, to be instruments of good, to do justice and kindness, to help the poor, speak up for 

the voiceless, and keep reminding us that it isnôt what we do but what  Jesus Christ did on the cross that saves us. 

Amen 

 

Herbert Kollatschny 

St John Blood Drive 

Thursday, January 9th, 2025  4-8 pm  

St John Cat Spring ïFellowship Hall  

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ Yƛǘǎ ǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нтǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  

! .LD ¢I!bY{ ǘƻ ²9[/! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘ WƻƘƴ 

vǳƛƭǝƴƎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ  ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ǎƻƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴΦ   

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ  wŀŎƘŜƭ 5ƛǾƛƴ  ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ Η 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōȅ {ƘŜǊǊȅ .ŀǊǊΦ vǳƛƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ Yƛǘǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 

ǎƘƛǇ Η 



 

 

     {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς /ŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 

     /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ     hŎǘƻōŜǊ мпΣ нлнп 

/ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊΥ .ȅ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ƻƎŀƴ ŀǘ сΥнм   ǇΦƳΦ 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭΥ 5ƻƴ !ƭƭǇƘƛƴ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΥ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ƻƎŀƴΣ wƻōƛƴ IŀǳƎŜƴΣ aŀǊȅ hΩbŜŀƭΣ /ƘŀŘ 5ƛǾƛƴΣ YȅƭŜ 9ŎƪƘŀǊŘǘΣ 5ƻǳƎ bŜǾŀ  

aŜƳōŜǊǎ !ōǎŜƴǘΥ bƻƴŜ 

DǳŜǎǘǎ ς 5ƻƴ !ƭƭǇƘƛƴΣ 5ŀƴ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŀ YƭŀǊ 

!ŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ƎŜƴŘŀ ς мǎǘ wƻōƛƴΣ нƴŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ŭƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ς!ǳƎǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǾƛŀκŜƳŀƛƭ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  мǎǘ aŀǊȅΣ нƴŘ wƻōƛƴ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ  tƻǘ [ǳŎƪ ƳŜŀƭ- Řƻ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƘŀƭƭΦ  

aƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  aƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜΥ  мǎǘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊΣ ннƴŘ /ƘŀŘ  

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 

     ¸ƻǳǘƘ ό[¸hύ ς ̧ƻǳǘƘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘŀ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΗ  

     /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς bƻƴŜ  

     IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ςwƻƻŦ ƛǎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  {ƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

                                             hŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƛƎƘǩƳŜΦ    

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ    5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀƴΦ  bƻ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ                           

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ   5ƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ //[L ŀƴŘ /±[LΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƻƭŘΦ   

                               /ŀƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ  aƻǝƻƴ ƳŀŘŜΥ мǎǘ 5ƻǳƎΣ нƴŘ YȅƭŜ 

                             5ŀǘŀ .ŀǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ 

                             hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлǘƘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ   ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŜǘŎΦ       ²ƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ  

vǳƻǊǳƳ ƻŦ он ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  

¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǎǎƛŜ {ǘŜƛƴƘŀǳǎŜǊΥ  мǎǘ 5ƻǳƎΣ нƴŘ wƻōƛƴ  

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ !ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΥ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ оΥ /ƘŀŘ ϧ wƻōƛƴ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млΥ 5ƻǳƎ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мтΥ YȅƭŜΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нпΥ   aŀǊȅ 

!ǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ  мǎǘ 5ƻǳƎΣ нƴŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ  

CǳǘǳǊŜ !ƎŜƴŘŀ LǘŜƳǎΥ  !ǳŘƛƻ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ κ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ  

¦ƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ     aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ  тΥос ǇΦƳΦ  

/ƭƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 

 

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΣ   aŀǊȅ ¢Φ hΩbŜŀƭ 



 

 


