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       SUNDAY  WORSHIP  SERVICE  SCHEDEULE 

      9:00 am Sunday School   10:00 am Worship Service    

                Reverend Stephanie Stark  

Lent is here! Truthfully, this is not my favorite time of year. Focusing on my mor-

tality and all the ways in which I fail God on a daily basis is just depressing. Not 

to mention that what comes with Lent has been a long-time practice to “give up” 

something for these 40 days. Lent already feels like I’m being asked to give up 

my joy, now I have to give up something else like chocolate or tv?!? 

How many of you feel this way? It’s not just Catholics and Protestants that jour-

ney through this season of Lent. Have you noticed that food places like Chick-fil-

a and Popeyes are offering a fish sandwich in addition to their chicken? 

Lent is our journey with Jesus to the cross; that place where hope seems lost, but 

the very place our hope was birthed. Instead of focusing on the more depressing 

side of Lent I am choosing to focus on the hope that is coming. That hope that 

says each day I am made new; that out of the dust springs eternal life; out of the 

sacrifices that seem to dry up any joy comes a new appreciation for the simple 

things. Whether you give up something up for Lent or not, may this season be a 

time to remember that the death of Christs matters, but it’s the Easter that’s com-

ing that we cling too.  

From the Desk of Stephanie Stark: 

Senior Service Valentine Party 

Music by Don Allphin   Hostesses with the Mostesses!                Pastor Stark giving Communion 



 

 



 

 



 

 

2   Angela Wendt     

 Valasquez 

     Ralph Grinde 

5 Randall Tipp 

6 Doug Neva    

7    Lesia Schwarze 

13 Ashley Hewson 

 Herbert           

 Kollatschny 

16 Carol Kudlacek 

17 Faith Haugen' 

18 Milton Dittert 

23  Ryan Reibenstein 

27  Elfi Weber                          

29  Amanda  Blezinger 

      Hayden Herzog                           

30 Cameron Dittert 

31 Courtney Rabius 

 

 

11  Randy and Shirley 

 Dahl 

14     Ralph Grinde and 

 Elaine Thielemann 

15  Randy and Denise 

 Lange 

19   James and Jheri Sell                                 

30   T.J. and Brenda Menke 

31   Kenneth and Charisse 

 Blezinger  

  MEMBERS IN OUR CARE  
 Argent Court –Brenham 

Cecil and Carrie Froebel  
Kruse Village-Brenham  

Elaine Thielemann   
Columbus Oaks    
Marilyn Wendt              
HOMEBOUND:  

Katherine Ludwig 
Katherine Washburn  

Lenten Soup Suppers and Service 

Join us on Wednesday nights from March 

1-29 at 6:00pm for Soup. We need two 

soups/main dishes per week and drinks; a 

sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

At 6:30pm move on over to the Sanctu-

ary for our Lenten Series:                 

“Amen! Let it be so”.  

March 1st: Let it be so forever: The 

Lord’s    Prayer; Luke 11:1-13 

March 8th: Let it be so for me: Love is…            

1 Corinthians 13:1-12 

March 15th: Let it be so for direction:             

Jeremiah 29:1-13 

March 22nd: Let it be so for enough: 

Manna, Quail, Water; Exodus 16:1-18, 

17:1-7 

March 29th: Let it be so for mercy:                 

Jonah 2:1-10 



 

 

March  2023 Worship Service  

Ministry Schedule 

Readers 

3-5  Chris Beckendorff 

3-12  Confirmands 

3-19  Ralph Grinde 

3-26  Gwen Reichardt 

 

Acolytes 

3-5  Riley Hewson 

3-12  Bexley Nelson 

3-19  Addilyn Divin  

3-26                 Marissa Divin  

 

March  2023  Altar Flowers  

3-5 Johnnie Klatt 

3-12 Tamra Ordner 

3-19 Open 

3-26 Johnnie Klatt 

March  2023      Council On Duty  

March 1: Jennifer 

March 5: Chad and Robin 

March 8: Chad 

March 12: Ryan and Kyle 

March 15: Cheryl  

March 19: Jennifer and Cheryl  

March 22: Chad 

March 26: Kyle and Ryan 

March  2023Altar Guild  

                          

Marsha Tipp and Robin Haugen  

Flower Guild: Ruth Walker 

  Date  In Person  Online Views 

2-5   65   113 

2-12   `64   27 

2-19   58   38 

2-22   56   27 

2-26   53   33  

Worship Attendance 

Senior Service 

March 15th    11:00 am  

St Paddy Day Party 

  Wear Something Green ! 

Fried Chicken, Potato Salad, Baked 
Beans Provided, 

If you wish, bring a side or dessert to 
compliment the meal ! 

Hope to see YOU there 

St John is excited to announce that we 

will host Bishop Michael Rinehart 

during the                                     

10:00 communion service on            

March 5th.   

Please join  us. 

Luncheon immediately following 

Lunch will be provided 

Desserts Welcomed ! 
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The meeting was called to order by Jennifer Logan at 6:22 P.M. 

Opening Devotional: Led by Pastor Stephanie Stark.  John 3:16. Discussed the book “Belonging” and that God loves everyone.  

Members Present: Jennifer Logan, Robin Haugen, Cheryl Mellenthin, Chad Divin and Pastor Stephanie.  

Members Absent: Ryan Reibenstein and Kyle Eckhardt. 

Guest: Christa Klar 

Motion made to accept the agenda by Pastor Stephanie and seconded by Jennifer Logan.  Passed unanimously.  

Minutes of January meeting approved unanimously via email or text. 

Treasurer report: Report sent by Jheri Castic- Sell. There is one reimbursable expense:  A payment was inadvertently made to the 

IRS that will be reimbursed. Taking that into account, income was $704.36 under budget for January.  There was a water leak out-

side that caused the water bill to be $196.60 instead of the usual $83. Motion made to accept the treasurer report by Robin and 

seconded by Cheryl. Motion approved unanimously.  

Pastor Report:  Pastor Stephanie had several visits and meetings In January.  She attended the Conference Gathering in LaGrange 

and a System’s Theory Class.  She will be at St. John on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22. March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 she will be doing Lent 

services at various churches as part of a Conference Gathering Lenten Service Rotation. Pastors from those various churches will be 

doing Lent Services at St. John, with a different pastor each week.  Addendum to the minutes: the Bishop will be visiting St. John on 

March 5. There will be luncheon after the service.  Motion to approve Pastor’s report by Jennifer, seconded by Chad, passed unani-

mously.  

Committee Reports: 

Youth: Christa Is working on summer camp for first time campers, a possible summer work program, fundraisers (Wall crosses 

made from the old manger that used to be in the Christmas program, Camp Café or chili cookoff), Ten Commandments movie night, 

Smash Burger night, Cosmic Air, and Roller or Ice Skating. The “Boat” series is finished and a study of Moses will begin. 

Cemetery Report: given to Robin from Ken Wienken.  Tree trimming and brush removal in progress.  

House and Grounds: Report given to Jennifer from Kyle: Ceiling tiles in choir area have been changed out, but leak still appears to 

be there, despite it being worked on. Will have that looked at again. Kloss Electric is being contacted about outdoor security lights. 

The heater by the kitchen and classrooms needed a part.  

Old Business: 

Audit Committee report by Chad:  members were Bill Barr, Laurie Eckhardt and Brenda Menke. They met on Feb. 5 to complete the 

audit. Quilters closed their bank account, and it is now included in the St. John books.  

Bank accounts have been updated with new council member signatures. Industry Bank CD renews in June. 

As Jennifer will be out of town, Robin will handle the Annual Congregational Report meeting on Feb. 19.  There is no quorum re-

quired for this meeting. 

New Business: 

Reviewed Rental Policy and Rates for the sanctuary and fellowship hall. New rates are as follows:  Fellowship Hall: Groups of 40 or 

less: $50 for members and $200 for nonmembers.  For 41+ people it will cost members $100 and nonmembers $250.  There will be 

a $20 per hour additional charge per hour for more than four hours.  Nonmembers will have a $200 refundable deposit if facilities 

are not left in disrepair. .  Additional charges will be assessed if there are damages to the property.            

See Page 2 of minutes 
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Sanctuary: no charge for members, $200 for nonmembers. There is no charge for the Fellowship Hall or Church for funerals if the 

pastor of St. John conducts the funeral.  The pastor can receive an honorarium. If using our organist, the cost will be $100.  There 

will be a $100 cleaning fee for the church and fellowship hall. Bulletins will cost $50 if the church needs to provide them. Cheryl 

moved to accept the changes, Robin seconded, unanimously approved.     

Cheryl passed out updated information sheets with phone numbers/email addresses and committee information.  Motion to 

grant permission to tape the meetings for accurate minutes made by Jennifer, seconded by Chad, passed unanimously.  

Reviewed and signed agreement with Austin County to use the fellowship hall for voting on May 6 and Nov. 7 in 2023, and 

March 5, May 4 & 28, and Nov 5 in 2024.  

Jheri Sell will be in charge of money counters in the future. Council recommended that the current form used to count money be 

updated to make it more user friendly.         

Council discussed current altar flower situation (lack of people signing up to bring flowers).  There are no guidelines for flowers in 

the church  bylaws or Altar Guild information sheets. Either one or two arrangements can be on the altar - both are acceptable.                 

March 2023 council assignments: 

Feb. 22 (Ash Wednesday): 6 P.M. with communion: Jennifer and Robin 

March 1: Jennifer 

March 5: Chad and Robin 

March 8: Chad 

March 12: Ryan and Kyle 

March 15: Cheryl  

March 19: Jennifer and Cheryl  

March 22: Chad 

March 26: Kyle and Ryan 

March 29: Robin 

Reviewed the March 2023 calendar. Due to conflicts with Spring Break, the Council meeting was changed to Tuesday, March 21  

Future Agenda Items: Consider streamlining benefits with employees.  

Motion made by Cheryl and seconded by Robin to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 

P.M. and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Mellenthin 

           

Senior Service  Valentine 

Party was a blast! 

Don and Janet and Ralph 

Entertained Us ! 

  Valentines Galore ! 



 

 

Set you clocks ahead one 

hour before you go to bed 

Saturday night,                       

on March 11th ! 

St John  WELCA  of Cat Spring 

Calling all Cooks!  

We need your recipes. 

We want your best recipes for the 
next St John cookbook.   

Send 1 or send 10! 

 

Please email your typed recipes to 
finance@stjohncatspring.org 

 

 

 

 

Questions? Talk to Jheri or Rachel. 



 

 



 

 


